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The Bookſeller to the Reader. 
© The Reader, it is preſum d, will not be 
Aiſpleaſed to find ſome Notice taken of the 
moſt remarkable Domeſtic Incidents, during 
ſo Long and Important a Seſſion, in which 
the Numbers Þro and Con upon every 
Queſtion, were greater than ever known in 
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even ſome, tho' paſſed as Publick, ſuch as 
Turnpikes, Navigation-Bills, Sc. are pur- 
polely omitted ; fince it is apprehended, the 
inſerting them would only 1well the Work, 
without affording any Entertainment to the 
Pablick. © ; 
In the Courſe of the former Part of this 
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ſtoration to the Diſſolution of the laſt Par- 
liament, all the Particulars omitted in 
the Iriſh Collection, ſervilely copied by 
one Torbuck, are ſupplyed ; a ſmall Speci- 
men of which I have already taken No- 
tice of in the Contents of the firſt Five 
Volumes: And having carried the Number 
of Omiſſions to upwards of 1200, I pre- 
{ame That alone will be ſufficient to ſhew 
what may be expected from their whole 
Performance ; and therefore I doubt not 
the Continuance of the Approbation of the 
Pablick in fayour of my Edition. 
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Houſe of Commons, 
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The FIRST SESSION of the TrirD PAR“ 
LIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 


N the 25th of April laſt his Majeſty put an An. ;5. Geo. II. 
End to the Seventh Seſſion of the Eighth 1741. 
Parliament of Great Britain with a Speech ww ym 
as uſual *. On the Tueſday following a Pro- The Eighth Par- 
clamation was iſſued for the Diſſolution of air Ks Uaſſol- 
Wil that Parliament, and Writs were iſſued for LING 
electing a new One, returnable the 25th of June. 

Immediately after the Diſſolution, the Gazezre preſented 
the Publick with an Account of the Preferments conſert'd * ee, 22 
on ſeveral Members of the laſt Parliament, wiz. John _ pr ks 71 
Harris, Eſq; made Maſter of the Houſhold to his Majetty, 
in the Room of George Treby, Eſq; appointed one of the 


Lords of the Treaſury Lord “ ſenorchy and Edvard Thomp- 


fon, Eſq; made Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in the 


Room of Sir Thomas Lytteltcn, Bart. and Thomas Clutter- 
Vol. XIII. B buck, 


? Sec ChanoLER's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Commone, Anno 1741. 


An. 15. Geo. II. back, Eſq; Horatio Walpole, Eſq; appointed one of the Tel 
1741. lers of the Exchequer, and ſucceeded as Cofferer of the 
=== Houſhold by Thomas Winzington, Eſq; who was alſo ſworn 
one of the Privy Council ; Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; made 

Il! one of the Lords of the Treaſury in the Room of Mr Win- 
Til nington ; Lord Viſcount Duplin, and Sir William Corbet, 
Bart. made Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Revenues in Jre- 
land ; Thomas Pelham, jun. Eſq; and Benjamin Keene, Eſq; 
made Lords of Trade and Plantations, in the Room of Tho- 
mas Pelhan, ſen. Eſq; and Sir Archer Croft, Bart. who had 
reſign'd ; Sir Robert Brown, Bart. made Paymaſter of all 
his Majelty's Works; 4:4rew Wilkinſon, Eſq; Clerk of the 
| Delivery of Ordnance, &c. Thomas Morgan, Eſq; appoin- 
ted Judge- Advocate, in the Room of Sir Henry Houghton, 
who had refign'd : — Alſo Henry Bromley, Eſq; created a Peer 
of Great Britain, by the Stile and Title of Lord Montford, 
Baron of Horſeheath in the County of Cambridge; Stephen 
Fox, Eſq; Lord 1che/ter, Baron of Woodsford Strange ways 
| in the County of Dorjet ; John Howe, Eſq; Lord Ched- 

| ao! th, Baron of Chedworth in the County ot Glouceſter. 

| The King goes On the 6th of May his Majeſty in Council declar'd his 


| r 
| 
| 


Abroad, Intention of going out of the Kingdom for a ſhort Time, and 
the next Day embark'd for his German Dominions. 

1 The following Perſons were nominated Lords Juſtices, for 

| the Adminiſtration of the Government during his Majeſty's 

A LS Abſence, wiz. The Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord Hard- 

his Mateſty's auicke, Farl of Wiimington, Lord Herwey, Duke of Dar- 

Abſcnce. fet, Duke of Grafton, Duke of Richmend, Duke of Bolton, 

Duke ct Dewvorfoire, Duke of Montagu, Duke of New- 

caſlle, Earl of Pembrcke, Earl of lay, Lord Harrington, 

Sir Robert Walpole, and Sir Charles Wager. 


' Names of the 


The following is an exa? LIST of the Members return d 10 
ſerve in this Parliament, with an Account of the Polls at 
the ſeveral conteſted Elections, as far as could be collected, 
and the Names of the Candidates. 


Thoſe with an a were not Members of the laſt Parliament. 


| ENGLAND and WALES. 


| Abingdon. Aldborough ( Suffolk.) 
| Liſt of the New 4 OHN Wright, Eſq; William Conolly, Eſq; 
| Parliament, Ae mondeſhbam. Richard Plumer, Eſq; 
| Henry Marſhal, Eſq; Aldborough ( Yorkſhire. ) 
| Thomas Gore, . Eſq; John Jewkes, Eſq; 
St 4bans. andrew Wiikinſon, Eſq; 


| Thomas Aſhby, Eſq; 
| a James Welt, Eiq; Andover. 


( 
Andover. 

a Hon. J. Wallop, Eſq; 12 
John Pollen, Eſq; (a) 9 
Angleſea. 

John Owen, Eſq; 
Apulby. 
Sir John Ramſden, Bt. 
George Doddington, Eſq; 
Arundel 
a Hon. Ja. Lumley, Eſq; 109 


Garton Orme, Eſq; (b) 129 


| Aſhburton. 
a John Arſcot, Eſq; 
John Harris, Eſq; 
Ajleſbury. 
a Hon. Will. Stanhope, Eſ. 3 20 
a Cha. Pilfworth, Eſq; (c) 344 
£ anbury. 
a Hon, William Moore, Eſq; 
Barnſtaple. 
Henry Rolle, Eſq; 
a John Harris, Eſq; 
Bath. 

General George Wade, 27 
Philip Bennet, Eſq; (d) 16 
eaumaritis. 

Lord Viſcount Bulkeley. 

| Bedfordſhire. 

Sir Roger Burgoyne, Bt. 
a Sir John Cheſter, Bt. 

Bed ford. 
a Sir Boteler Chernock, Bt. 
Samuel Ongley, Eſq; 
Bedwin. 

a Sir Edward Turner, Bt. 
@ Laſcelles Metcalf, Eſq; 

« Berkſhire. 
Winchc. Howard Packer, Ef. 
Peniſton Powney, Eſq; 

Beravick. 
Lord Viſcount Barrington, 
Thomas Watſon, Eſq; 


1741. 
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Beverley. 
Charles Pelham, Eſqj 741 
a Will.Strickland, Eſq; (e) 529 


A. 

William Bowles, Eſq; 
Biſhop's Caſtle. 
Marquis of Caernarvon, 67 
a Andrew Hill, iq; (f) 60 
Blechingley. 

Sir William Clayton, Bt. 
Kendrick Clayton, Eſq; 


Bodmin. 
John Laroche, Eſq; 29 
a Tho. Bludworth, Eſq; (g) 17 
Boralſton. 


a Samuel Heathcote, Eſq; 
Will. Morden, Eſq; 
Boroughbrid)e. 
Brigadier James Tyrrell, 
George Gregory, Eſq; 
offiney. 

a Thomas Forſter, Eſq; 11 
a Richard Liddel, Eſq; h) 11 
Boſton. 

a Lord Vere Bertie, 
a John Michell, Eſq; 
Brackley. 
Sir Paul Mcthuen, Kt. 
George Lee, L. L. D. 
Bramber. 
Thomas Archer, Eſq; 
Captain Harry Gough. 
Breconſbire. 
John Jeffreys, Eſq; 
recon. 
Hon. John Talbot, Eſq; 
Bridgnorth. 
Thomas Whitmore, Eſq; 878 
a Will. Whitmore, Ef. (i) 829 
Bridgarater. 
4 Hon. Vere Poulett, Eſq; 133 
Geo. Doddington, Eſq;(k) 139 


2 Brid. 


(a) Will. Guidott, 8 le) Elerker Bradſhaw, (h) Chr. Tower, Ef, 14 
John Pugh, I Eſq; 356 John Sabine, Eſq; 14 
(b) Sir John Shelley, (f) Joſeph Windham (i) Lanc, Lee, Eſq; 552 


Bt 39 Aſhe, Eſq; 47 
135 Meyrick Burrell, E\.43 
(4) Mr Codrington, 15 (g) Sir John Heathcote, 


(c) Mr Bertie, 


art, 


Sir Rich. Acton, Bt. 30 
(K Sir Charles Wynd- 

ham, Bt. 116 
12 


An. 15. Geo. IT, 


1741. 
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An.15. Geo. II. 
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1 
Bridport. Caernarwonſbire. 
William Bowles, Eſq; 156 a William Bodville, Eſq; 
a Geo. Richards, Eſq; (1) 166 Caernarwon. 
Briſtol. Thomas Wynn, Eſq; 
Sir Abraham Elton, Bt. Caſtle-Rijing. 
Edward Southwell, Eſq, Brig. Gen. Charles Churchill, 


Buckinghamhire. Lord Viſcount Andover. 

Richard Grenville, Eſq; Cheſhire. 

a Richard Lownces, Eſq; Charles Cholmondeley, Eſq; 

Buckingham. John Crewe, jun. Eſq; 
George Denton, Eſq; Cheſter. 
a George Grenville, Eſq; Sir Robert Groſvenor, Bt. 
Caln. Sir Charles Bunbury, Bt. 

a Col. William Elliot, Chicheſter. 

Walter Hungerford, Eſq; Hon. James Brudenell, Eſq; 
Cambridgehire. a John Page, Eſq; 

Samuel Shepheard, Eſq; Chippenham. 

4 Soame Jenyngs, Eſq; a Sir Edmund Thomas, Bt. 69 
Cambridge Town, Edward Bayntun Rolt, 

a Lord Viſcount Dupplin. Eſq; (0) 71 


a James Martin, Eſq; Chipping-Wicomb, 
Cambridge Univerſity. Edmund Waller, Eſq; 
Hon. Edward Finch, Eſq; Harry Waller, Eſq; 


Hon. Tho. Townſhend, Eſq; Chrift-Church. 
Camelford. Ed ward Hooper, jun. Eſq; 

a Earl of Inchiquin, Charles Armand Powlett, Eſq; 

Charles Montague, Eſq; Cirenceſter. 
Canterbury. Thomas Maſter, Eſq; 


a Hon. Thomas Watſon, Eſq; Hon. Henry Bathurſt, Eſq; 
a Thomas Belt, Eſq; Clifton, Dartmouth, &c. 


Caerdiffe. George Treby, Eſq; 
Herbert Mackworth, Eſq; Walter Cary, Eſq; 
Cardiganſhire. Clithero, 
Walter Lloyd, Eſq; Thomas Liſter, Eſq; 
Cardigan. William Curzon, Eſq; 
Thomas Pryſe, Eſq; Cockermouth, 
Carliſle. Hon. William Finch, Eſqy 
Col. Charles Howard, 112 Colonel John Mordaunt. 
Another Account, © 301 Colcheſter. 


@ John Stanwix, Eſq; 93 Matthew Martin, Eſq; 790 
Another Account, (m1 117 John Olmius, Eſq; (p) 806 
Caermarthenſhire. Corfecaſtle. 
Sir Nicholas Williams, Bt. @ Henry Bankes, Eſq; 
Caermarthen. John Bond, Eſq; 

a John Philips, Eſq; (n) 208 Corn- 

(1) Solomon Aſhley, (n) Griffith Philips, (p) Charles Gray, 
Eſq; 102 Fly; 112 Eſq; $32 

(m)John Hylton, Eſ. 99 (o) Alex. Hume, Eſ. 66 Samuel Saville, 

Another Account 343 Mr Frederick, 50 Eſq; $07 
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Cornwall. Dunwich, 
Sir William Carew, Bt. Sir George Downing, Bt. 


1 Coventry. Durham County. 

EF arl of Euſton, John Hedworth, Eſq; 

William Grove, Eſq; George Bowes, Eſq; 
Cricklade. Durham. 


John Shaftoe, Eſq; 


Il re. 
wahrt Henry Lambton, Eſq; 


Wir Tho. Read, Bt. 
'harles Gore, 17 


„ Wellbore Ellis, Ef. Eaſtloæu. 
Cumberland. Francis Gaſhry, Eſq; 
Wir [ames Lowther, Bt. a James Buller, Eſq; 
ir joſeph Pennington, Bt. St Edmuna's- Bury. 
p] Denbighſhire. Hon. Thomas Hervey, Eſq; 
ohn Myddleton, Eſq; Col. Thomas Norton. 
| Denbigh. Eſſex. 
ohn Wynn, Eſq; (q) 282 Sir Robert Abdy, Bt. 
| Derby/hire. Thomas Bramſton, Eſq; 
Marquis of Hartington, Eveſham. 
Pir Nathaniel Curzon, Bt. Sir John Ruſhout, Bt. 
J Derby. Edward Rudge, Eſq; 
Lord James Cavendiſh, Exeter. 
Non. John Stanhope, Eſq; Sir Henry Northcote, Bt. 
Devizes. a Humphry Sydenham, Eſq; 
rancis Eyles, Eſq; ye. 
ohn Garth, Eſq; Hon. Stephen Cornwallis, Eſq; 
Dewonſhire. Hon. John Cornwallis, Eſq; 
dir William Courtenay, Bt. Flintſhire. 
Theophilus Forteſcue, Eſq; a Sir John Glynne, Bt. 
Dor ſetſhi re. | Flint. 
dmund Morton Pleydell,Eſq; Sir George Wynne, Bt. (s) 320 
eorge Chafin, Eſq; Foavey. 
Dorcheſter. Jonathan Raſhleigh, Eſq; 
ohn Brown, Eſq; William Wardour, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Gundry, Eſq; Galton. 
Dower. George Newland, L. L. D. 
Lord George Sackville 466 Charles Docminique, Eſq; 
homas Revell, Eſq; () 521 St Germains. 
Downeton. a John Cotton, Eſq; 
Anthony Duncombe, Eſq; à James Newſam, Eſq; 
on. John Verney, Eſq; Glamorgan/hire. | 
Droitævich. Hon. Buſſy Manſell, Eſq; 
Thomas Foley, Eſq; Glouceſterſhire, 


homas Winnington, Eſq; a Norborne Berkeley, Eſq; 
Thomas Cheſter, Eſq; 


Glouceſter 
I) Arthur Trevor, (r) Henry Furneſe, (3) Rich. Williams, 
Eſq; 139 Eſ1; 237 Eiqz 280 


An. rc. Geo, II. 
ir John St Aubin, Bt. a Jac. Garrard Downing, E:.’ 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
1741. 


{ 

Glouceſter. 

John Selwyn, Eſq; 

Hon. Ben. Bathurſt, Eſq; (t) 
Grampound. | 

Daniel Boone, Eſq; 17 

a Will. Banks, Eſq; (u) 17 
Grantham. 

a Marquis of Granby, 

Sir Michael Newton, Bart. 
Grimsby. 

a William Locke, Eſq; 82 


Robert Knight, Eſq; (x) 95 
Eaſt Grinſtead. 
Farl of Middleſex, 
a Whiſtler Webſter, Eſq; 
Guilford 
Denzil Onſlow, Eſq; 
Col. Richard Onflow. 
Harwich. 
John Phillipſon, jun. Eſq; 
4 Hill Muſſenden, Eſq; 
Haſiemere. 
Gen. James Oglethorpe. 
Peter Burrell, Eſq; 
Haſtings. 
James Pelham, Eſq; 
a Andrew Stone, Eſq; 
Hawerford-Weſf?. 


SirEraſmus Philips, Br. (y) 247 


Helſton. 
a Francis Godolphin, Eſq; 
Thomas Walker, Eſq; 
Herefordfhire. 
Velters Cornwall, Eſq; 
Edward Harley, Eſq; 
Hereford. 


a Fdw. Cope Hopton, Eſq; 506 4 Col. Gregory Beake. 
a Tho. Winford, Eſq; (z) 504 John Briſtow, Eſq; 


Hertfordfhire. 
Jacob Houblon, Eſq; 
Charles Gore, Eſq; 


69 


4 Hor. Walpole, Eſq; (d) 44 


Hertford. 
George Harriſon, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Braſſey, Eſq; 
Hey 
a Francis Chute, Eſq; 
a Luke Robinſon, Eſq; 
Heytſbury. 
Edward Aſh, Eſq; 
Pierce A' Court, Eſq; 
Higham: ferrers. 
Hon. Henry Finch, Eſq; 
Hindon. 

a William Steele, Eſq; 
4 Henry Calthorpe, Eſq; 
Honyton. 

Sir William Yonge, Bart. 
a Henry Courtenay, Eſq; 
Horſham. 

Sir Richard Mill, Bart. 
Col. Charles Ingram. 
Huntingdonſbire. 2 
a Will. Mitchell, Eſq; 867 
a Colſon Fellows, Eſq; (a) 769 
Huntingdon. Ry 
a Hon. Wills Hill, Eſq; 89 
a Edw. Montague, Eſq; (b)-90 
Hythe. 4 
William Glanville, Eſq; 
Hercules Baker, Eſq; 
Iichefter. 
Charles Lockyer, Eſq; 
Sir Robert Brown, Bart. 
Ipfwich. 
a Vice Adm. Vernon. 527 
Samuel Kent, Eſq; (c) 298 
St I 3 


Wes. 


Kellington. 
Tho. Copleſton, Eſq; 44 


Kent. 


(t:) Benj, Hyet, Elq; 
(u) Thomas Trefuſis, 
Efqz 35 
Tho. Hales, Elqgz 35 
(x) Matt, Boucherett, 
Ela; 


(y)H. Barlow, Eſq; 207 
(z) Herbert Rudhall 
Weſtfalinz, Eſq; 479 
Mr Cornwall, 
Mr Brydges, 


25 
60 (a) Char, Clarke, Eſq; 


634. 


420 / 


(b) Gen. Handaſyd, 70 
Albert Nesbit, Eſq; 58 


(e / Knox Ward, Ei1; Wl 
224 
23 


Mr Bennet, 21 


(d) Mr Mitford, 


| (7) 
8 Kent. Litchfeld. 


. 
e 


Fir Edward Dering, Bart. Sir Liſter Holte, Bart. 


5 King flon upon Hull. Liverpoole. 

Peorge Crowle, Eſq; Thomas Brereton, Eſq; 

William Carter, Eſq; Richard Gildart, Eſq; 
Knaresborough. Londen. 

dir Henry Slingſby, Bart. Sir John Barnard, Kt. 3769 

on. Richard Arundel, Eſq; @ Daniel Lambert, Eſq; 3217 


Lancaſhire. 4 Sir Rob. Godſchall, Kt. 3143 
z Lord Strange. Geo. Heathcote, Eſq; () 3322 
Richard Shuttleworth, Eſq; Ludlow. 
> Lancaſter. Henry Arthur Herbert, Eſq; 
Fir Thomas Lowther, Bart. Sir William Corbet, Bart. 
p Mobert Fenwick, Eſq; Lugger/hal. 
| Launceſton. a Charles Selwyn, Eſq; 
ir Will. Morrice, Bart. a Thomas Hayward, Eſq; 
3 ir Will. Irby, Bart. Lyme Regis. 
| Leiceſtenſbire. Henry Holt Henley, Eſq; 
Sir Tho. Cave, Bart. 2536 John Scrope, Eſq; 
Edward Smith, Eſq; (e) 2722 Lymington. 
: Leiceſter. a Henry Burrard, Eſq; 
867 James Wigley, Eſq; a Lord Naſſau Powlett. 
709 WGeorge Wrighte, Eſq; Lynn Regis. 
Leominſter. Sir Robert Walpole, Kt. 
3 33 John Caſwall, Eſq; 339 Sir John Turner, Bt. 
)-90 Capel Hanbury, Eſq; (.) 330 Maidſtone. 
Leſcard. a Lord Guernſey. 561 
Richard Elliot, Eſq; a Hon. John Bligh, Eſq; 
& Charles Trelawney, Eſq; *) 548 
Leftwithiel. Malden. 
z SirRob.Saluſbury Cotton, Bt. + Sir Thomas Drury, Bt. 
dir John Croſſe, Bart. a Robert Colebrooke, Eſq; 
Lewes. Malmſbury. 


John Morley Trevor, Eſq: 154 Giles Earle, Eſq; 


29” {Mr ho. Pelham, Eſq; (g) 156 Wm Rawlinſon Earle, Eſq; 
Lincolnſhire. Malton. 
Robert Viner, Eſq; a Lord James Cavendiſh. 
'homas W hichcote, Eſqz Hon. Henry Finch, Eſq; 
Lincoln. f 
44 harles Monſon, Eſq; 
ge, John de la Fountain Tyr- Marlborough. 
en 


whitt, Eſq; (h) 


q3 53 e) Waring Aſhby,Eſq; (g) Thomas Sergiſon, Sir Edward Bellamy, 
Eilq; I -193 117 Kt. 1311 
224 ) Rob. Harley, Eſq; (h) Coningsby Sib- Micajah Perry, Eſq; 
23 152 thorp, Eſq; 1713 


N 5 
ryan Growder, Eiq; 7 (i Adm, Vernon, 1175 (K) Wm Horſemandeas 
Turner, Elq; 149 


An. 15. Geo, II, 
Sir Roger Twiſden, Bart. George Venables Vernon, Eſq; WW == 


An. 1 5 Geo. II. : 
1741. 


( 
Marlborough. 
John Crawley, Eſq; a 
Sir John Hind Cotton, Bt. 
Marlow. 
Sir Thomas Hoby, Bart. 
a Samuel Tuffnell, Eſq; 
St Manvs. 
a James Douglaſs, Eſq; 
a Robert Nugent, Eſq; 
Melcomb Regis. 
John Tucker, Eſq; 
a Joſeph Damer, Eſq; 
Merioneth, 
William Vaughan, Eſq; 
Midburſt. 
Sir John Peachy, Bart. 
'Thomas Bootle, Eſq; 
Middleſex. 
Sir Hugh Smithſon, Bt. 
William Pulteney, Eſq; 
Milborn- Port. 
Thomas Medlycot, Eſq; 59 
Another Account 45 
a jeffery French, Eſq; 57 
Another Account (ö) 43 
Minehead. 
Francis Whitworth, Eſq; 
Thomas Carew, Eſq; 
St Michael. 
a Edward Clive, Eſq; 25 
a John Ord, Eſq; (m) 25 
Monmouthfhire. | 
Ch. Hanbury Williams, Eſq; 
Thomas Morgan, Eſq; 
Monmouth. 
Lord Charles Noel Somerſet. 
Morpeth. 
Sir Henry Liddel, Bart. 
Robert Ord, Eſq; 
Maontgomeryſhire. 


8 ] 
Montgomery. | 
Col. Ja. Cholmondeley, 
Newark on Trent. 
Lord William Manners. 
a Job Staunton Charleton, Eſq; 
Newcaſtle under Line. 
Hon. Baptiſt Leveſon Gower, 


' Randle Wilbraham, Eſq; 


Newcaſtle upon Tyne. 
Walter Blacket, Eſqz 1453 
Nic. Fenwick, Eſq; (n) 1231 

Newport ( Cornwall.) 
Hon, Nicholas Herbert, Eſq; 
a Thomas Bury, Eſq; 

Newport ( Ile of Wight. ) 
Anthony Chute, Eſq; 
a Monoux Cope, Eſq; 

Newton ( Lancaſhire.) 
Legh Maſter, Eſq; 
William Shippen, Eſq; 

Newtoun ( Ile of Wight.) 
Sir John Barrington, Bart. 
a Henry Holmes, Eſq; 

Norfolk. 
a Hon. Edward Coke, Eſq; 
Armine Wodehouſe, Eſq; 
Northallerton. 
Henry Pierſe, Eſq; 
William Smelt, Eſq; 
Northamptonſhire. 
Sir Edmund Itham, Bart. 
Thomas Cartwright, Eſq; 
Northampton. 
Hen. George Compton, Eſq; 
William Wilmer, Eſq; 
Northumberland. 
Sir Will. Middleton, Bart. 
4 John Fenwick, Eſq; 
Noracich. 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; 1771 


Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Thomas Vere, Eſq; (o) 1621 


Bart. 


(1) Mich. Harvey, Eſq; (m) Jones Raymond, (n)] Matthew Ridley, 
60 — 


Eiq 


Notting- 


15 1131 


| 5 45 
Another Account, 22 Wm Newland, Eiqz 15 Wm Carre, Eſq; 68; 


Mr Thompſon, 58 
Another Account, 20 


(o) Wm Clarke, Eſq; 
$29 


Nottinghamſhire. 
William Levinz, Eſq; 
John Mordaunt, Eſq; 
Nottingham. 
John Plumptre, Efq; 
Borlace Warren, Eſq; 
Okehampton. 
George Lyttelton, Eſq; 
Thomas Pitt, Eſq; 
Orford. 
Ld Viſc. Glenorchy. 
Henry Legge, Eſq; 
Oxfordſhire. 
vir James Daſhwood, Bt. 
Lord Viſc. Quarendon. 
Oxford City. 
Thomas Rowney, Eſq; 
Philip Herbert, Eſq; 
Oxford Univerſity. 
Lord Viſc. Cornbury. 
Edward Butler, L. L. D. 
Pembrokeſhire. 
John Campbell, Eſq; 
Pembroke. 
William Owen, Eſq; 
Penryn. 


4 Admiral Vernon. 72 
John Evelyn, Eſq; (0) 71 
Peterborough. 

a Lord Firzwilliams, 

Edward Wortley, Eſq; 
Petersfield. 

Francis Fane, Eſq; 21 

a John Jollifte, Eſq, (p) 22 


Plymouth, 
Lord Vere Beauclerck, 
Arthur Stert, Eſq; 
Plimpton. 
Richard Edgcumbe, Eſq; 
Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; 
Vol. XIII. 


ſo) John Clavering, 


— Powlct, Eſq: 144 Fe; 


222 


(q) — Reynolds, 


C-9--1 


Poole. 
a Joſ. Gulſton, Eſq; 
a Thomas Miſſing, Eſq; 
"Pontefract. 
Lord Viſcount Galway, 
a Geo. Morton Pitt, Eſq; 
Portſmouth. 
Admiral Cavendiſh, 
Martin Bladen, Eſq; 


Preſton. 


Nich. Fazakerly, Eſq; 391 
a James Shuttleworth, 
Eſq; (q) 384 


Dueenborough, 
Richard Evans, Eiqgq; 
a Thomas Newnham, Eſq; 
Radnorſhire. 
Sir Hum, Howarth, Kt. (r) 519 
Radnor Town. 
Tho. Lewis of Harpton, Eſq; 
Reading. 
John Blagrave, Eiq; 
a William Strode, Eſq; 
Ret ferd. 
John White, F.1q; 40 
a Will. Melliſh, Eſq; (0 46 
Richmond. 
Sir Conyers Darcy, Kt. 
John Yorke, Efq; 
Ripfon. 
William Aiſlabie, Eſq; 
Tlon. Henry Vane, iq; 
R oche/! . 
Admiral Haddock, 
Admiral Vernon (t) 
New Romney. 
a Sir Francis Daſhwood, Bt. 
Henry Furneſe, iq; 


435 
345 


8 | Rutland. 


(J Sir Robert Clif- 


Elgz 61 Ein; 231 ton, Bt. 41 
Lord Glenorchy, 64 Sir Henry Iloghton, Mr Soanic, 
p) — Barnard, Eſq; Bt. 14 (t) David P2llizill, 
120 fr) Roderick Guy ns Fig; 178 


400 


An. 18. Geo, II. 
1741. 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
1741. 


— ad 


Rutlandibi re. 
Hon. John Finch, Eſq; 
Hon. James Noel, Eſq; 
"TID 
Sir John Mende Kt. 
Philips Gybbon, Eſq; 
Ryegate. 
Hon. Philip Yorke, Eſq; 
James Cocks, Eſq; 
Salop County. 
Sir John Aſtley, Bt. 
Richard Lyſter, Eſq; 
a Salop. 
Sir Richard Corbet, Bt. 
William Kinaſton, Eſq; 
Saltaſh. 
Thomas Corbet, Eſq; 
4 Join Cleveland, Eſq; 
Sandwich. 


Sir George Oxenden, Bt. 364 Charles Eversfield, Eſq; 
295 Hitch Young, Eſq; 


a John Pratt, Eſq; (u) 
Sarum Neav. 
a Sir Jacob Bouverie, Bt. 


a Sir Edward Seymour, Bt. 


FSarum Old. 
George Lyttelton, Eſq; 
William Pitt, Eſq; 

Scarborough. 
William Osbaldeſton, Eſq; 
William Thompſon, Eſq; 

Seaford. 
Sir William Gage, Bt. 
William Hay, Eſq; 
Shaftsbury. 
4 Charles Ewer, Eſq; 
a Peter Walter, jun. Eſq; 

* Shoreham. 

4 Charles Frederick, Eſq; 
a Thomas Brand, Eſq; 
Yomer ſetſhire. 


Thomas Prewſe, Eſq; 


2 Hen. William Portman, Eſq; à Lord Sherard Manners 


(u) Joſiah Burchett, 
Eq; 245 

Henry Conyngham, 
Lig; 214 


10) 


(x) Thomas Lee 
Dummer, Eſq; 156 
Rob. Henly, Eiq; 109 


Southampton County. 
Lord Harry Powlett 
Pawlett St John, Eſq; 

Southampton. 


Peter Delme, Eſq; 315 
F.dw. Gibbon, Elq;z (x) 312 
Sout hwark. 

Thomas Inwen, Eſq; 929 


a Ralph Thrale, Eſq; (y) 904 
Stafforaſhire. 

Hon. Will. Leveſon Gower, 
Sir Walter Wagſtaff Bagot, Bt. 
Stafford. 

a William Chetwynd, Eſq; 

John Lord Chetwynd, 
Stamford. 

William Noel, Eſq; I” 

John Proby, Eſq; l 


Steyning. 


Stockbridge. 
Charles Churchill, Eſq; 
a Matthew Lamb, Eſq; 
Sudbury. 
Carteret Leathes, Eſq; 
a Thomas Fonnereau, Eſq; 
Suffolk. 
Sir Jermyn Davers, Bt. 
Sir Cordell Firebrace, Bt. 
Surry. 
Rt. Hon. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; 
Lord Baltimore, 
Suſſex. 
Rt. Hon. Henry Pelham, Eſq; 
James Butler, Eſq; g 
Tamworth. 4 
Lord John Sackville, 1 
42 John Floyer, Eiq, (2) "A 
aviſiack. ny 


Hon. Charles Fane, Eſq; 


i 


Taunto!. 


(y) Joſeph Chitty, 


«|, 2 1 
(2) Dr. Cha. Coates. 


5 1 


An. 1 5 Geo. II. 
1741. 


Taunton. Wendover. 
a Sir John Chapman, Bt. 414 John Hampden, Eſq; 
a John Buck, Eſq; (2) 409 @ Ld Viſcount Fermanagh, 


Tewksbury. 


Nenlock. 


ls Lord Viſcount Gage, @ Sir Brian Broughton, Bt. 
2 a John Martin, Eſq; Brook Foreſter, Eq; 
Thetford. Weobly. 
29 Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy Lord Palmerſton, 
04 Capt. Charles Fitzroy, a Lord Carpenter, (c) 
Thirsk. Weſtbury. 
4 Sir Thomas Frankland, Bt. Hon. George Evans, Eſq; 26 


Ee ee TS 

PFF 

7 * 6 * * bo 
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Frederick Frankland, Eſq; 
Tiverton. 
Sir Dudley Rider, Kt. 
Arthur Arſcott, Eſq; (b) 
Totneſs. 
Sir Charles Wills, Kt. 
Joſeph Danvers, Eſq; 
Tregony. 
Henry Penton, Eſq; 
Thomas Watts, Eſq; 
| Truro. 
a Charles Hamilton, Eſq; 
a James Hammond, Eſq; 
Walling ford. 
John Bance, Efq; 


a Joleph Townſend, Eſq;(d) 27 
Welw. 


22 Sir Charles Wager, Kt. 
22 Benjamin Keene, Eſq; 


Weſtminſter. 

Lord Sundon, 3533 
Sir Cha. Wager, Kt. (e) 3680 
Weſtmoreland. 

Daniel Wilſon, Eſq; 

a Sir Philip Muſgrave, Bt. 
Weymouth. 

4 Jones Raymond, Eſq; 

a James Stewart, Eſq; 
Whitchurch. 

John Selwyn, Eſq; 


[ a John Ruſh, Eſq; a Hon. John Wallop, Eſq; 
Warwickſhire. Winchel/ea. 
Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bt. a Lord Viſcount Doneraile, 
Hon. Edward Digby, Eſq; 4 Thomas Orby Hunter, Eſq; 
Warwick. Wincheſter. 
{q; Henry Archer, Eſq; a William Powlet, Eſq; 
a Hon. Wills Hill, Eſq; George Bridges, Eſq; 
Wareham. Windſor. 
ſq; Henry Drax, Eſq; Lord Sidney Beauclerk, 


07. 


John Pitt, Eſq; 
; Well:. 
George Speke, Eſq; 
4 Francis Gwyn, Eſq; 
1741. 


(a) Francis Fane, 


C3 


Tho. Carew, Eſq; 2 
Eſq; 313 (c) Manſel Powel, 


Henry Fox, Eſq; 

Wilton. 
Hon. Robert Herbert, Eſq; 
Hon. William Herbert, Eiq; 
Wilts. 


ohn Bance, Eg; 6 
e) Admiral Vernon, 


Joſhua Ironmonger, 93 3290 
= Eſq; 306 (d) Norris Bertie, Charles Edwin, E1qz 
25 (b) Sir J. Barnard, 2 Eſq; 7 3161 


612) 
Aa. 15. Geo, II. Uts. Worceſter. 
1741- Sir Robert Long, Bt. Tho. Winnington, Eſq; 555 
Edward Popham, Eiq; Sam. Sandys, Eſq; (h) 472 
Woodſlock. Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
Hon. John Spencer, Eſq; Hon. Rog. TownſhendEſq; 399 
James Dawkins, Eſq; Edw. Walpole, Eſq; (i) 391 
Wetton- Baſſet. Yarmouth, Southampton. 


a John Harvey Thursby, Eſq; Thomas Gibſon, Eſq; 

a Robert Neale, Eſq; (f) Maurice Bockland, Eſq; 
Wigan. Yorkſhire. 

Sir Roger Bradſhaigh, Bt. 4 Lord Viſcount Morpeth, 

James Earl of Barrymore, Sir Miles Stapylton, Bt. 

| Worceſterſpire. Tord. 

Edm. Lechmere, Eſqz 2309 Edw. Thompſon, Eſq; 1447 

a Edm. Pytts, Eſq; (g) 2120 a Godfrey Wentworth, 


Eſq; () 1325 
(f)Capt. Nic. Robinſon. (h) John Ravenhill, (k) Sir John Liſter 
(g) Ld Deerhurſt 1930 Elq; 387 Kaye, Bt. 1313 
Geo. Lyttelton, Eq; (i) Mr Luſon 104 Sir William Milner, 


1412 Mr Fuller 48 Bt. 1115 
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Shire of Aberdeen. Shire of Edinburgh, 5 
IR Arthur Forbes, Bt. Sir Charles Gilmour, Bt. 4 
Shire of Air. Shire of Elgin. 3 
a Patrick Crawford, Elqz 42 Lodovick Grant, Eſq; x 
Shire of Argyle. Shire of Fife. : 
Captain Charles Campbell, à David Scot, Eſq; 7 
Shire of Bam. Shire of Forfar. * 
Capt. James Abercromby, Hon. William Maule, Eſq; 
Shire of Berwick. Conſtabulary of Haddington. 


Campbell, Eſq; Shire of Inverneſs. 
Sir John Sinclair, Bt. a Norman M*Leod, Eſq; 
Shires of Bute and Carthneſ. Shire of Kincardine. 


Hon. Alexander _s © @ Lord Charles Hay, 


Alexander Brodie, Eſq; a Sir James Carnegie, Bt. 
Shires of Cromarty and Shires of Kinro/5 and Clack- | 
Nairn. mannan. 

4 Sir William Gordon, Bt. a@ Sir John Hope-Bruce, Bt. 

Shire of Dunhartion, Stewartry of Kirk, ud- 
Col. John Campbell, bright. 

Shire of Dum tes, a Honourable Baſil Hamilton, 
Sir John Douglas, Bt. Eiq 


Shire 


19 
J1 


6-09 51 


A Shire of Lanerk. Fortroſe, Inverneſs, Se. 


Sir James Hamilton, Br. a Lord Fortroſe, 

2 Shire of Linlithgoau. Elgin, Ban, Sc. 
George Dundas, Eſq; Sir James Grant, Br. 
Shires of Orkney and Zetland. Aberdeen, Montroſe, &c. 
Col. Robert Douglas, 4 John Maule, Eſq; 


Shire of Peebles. Perth, Dundee, c. 
Alexander Murray, Elg; a John Drummond, Eſq; 

Shire of Perth. Crail, Pittenweem, &. 
Lord John Murray, a Hon. John Stewart, Eſq; 
1 Shire of Renfrew. King horn, Kirkaldie, &c. 
Alexander Cunningham, Eſq; à James Oſwald, Eſq; 
J | Shire of Roſs. Stirling, Culroſs, &fc. 
Hon. Charles Roſs, Eſq; Hon. James, Erſkine, Eſq; 
74 Shire of Roxburgh, Glaſgow, Renfrew, c. 
John Rutherford, Eſq; a Neil Buchanan, Eſq; 
— Shire of Selkirk. Hadding ton, Dunbar, Qc. 
© ohn Murray, Eſq; a Sir Hew Dalrympley V 
be. Shire of Stirling. Bart. * 
bp. Lord George Graham, James Fall, Eſq; 
* GShire of Sutherland. Selkirk, Peebles, c. 
Hon. Brigadier Gen. James Hon. James Carmicha-) © 
Si Clair, el, Eſq; =D 
bs Shire of Wigtoun. 4 John M*Kye, Eſq; 
Ion. Col. James Stewart, Dumfries, Sanquhar, c. 


City of Edinburgh. a Lord John Johnſton, 

= Archibald Stewart, Eſq; Wigtoun, Stranraver, Oc. 
—=Burghs of XKirkwall, Week, a Capt. William Stewart, 
= Dornock, Dingwall, &c, Air, Irvin, Oc. 
on. Charles Areſkine, Eſq; à Earl of Granard. 


3 ASUMMARY of the whole Houſe of Commoxs of 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


ENGLAND 


o Counties in England fend —— 80 Knights. 
5 Cities (EH none) London 4 50 Citizens, 
67 Boroughs, 2 each 334 Burgeſſes. 
Boroughs, (Abington, Banbury, m—_— Buroeſl; 

Higham: Ferrers, Monmouth) one each, 5 Ns 


P 
rr 
2 een 


. 9 * 
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Univerſities, . —— 4 Ditto. 
Cinque- Ports, wiz. Haſtings, Dover, 
= Sandwich, Romney, Hythe, and their 
2 4p 16 Barons. 
= three Branches, Rye, Winchelſea, and | 
$ 489 


Brought 


An. 15. Geo, II. 
1741. 
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— — 


An. 15. Geo. II. Brought Over — — 489 
4 91S. 1 

12 Counties in Wales, — — 12 Knight, 

12 Bo:oughs ditto (Pembroke 2, Merioneth 2 Buręeſi 2 

none) | 1 1 
SCOTLAND 1 

Shires of Scotland — = 30 Knight. 

Boroughs of Ditto. — 15 Burgeſſa 


Sum Total 558 


Account of the As the Election for Meſiminſter makes a conſiderable al 
Weſtminſter E- ticle in the Buſineſs of this Seſſion, it may be proper uf 4 
W obſerve that a great Diſturbance having enſued about ni | 
the Poll ; a Party of Foot-Soldiers were ſent for by Ord 
of three of the Juſtices *® of Peace. 
Theſe Proceedings gave Riſe to the following remarkabvli 
Preſentment of the Grand Jury of Middleſex to the Cour 


of King's Bench on the 17th of June following. I 
Preſentment of © M:iddP E the Grand Jury, of and for the Body 1 
the Grand Jury the County of Midaleſex, do apprehend, I 2 


_ Middleſex te-. Phat among the many Enormities and Offences committei 
ating thereto. 
againſt the Publick, none deſerve our Obſervation ard 
Cenſure more than thoſe which tend to the Subverſion if 
the ancient Rights of the People to a Free Election off 
their Repreſentatives in Parliament, in whom they repo: 
their undoubted Share in the Government, as well as con- 
ſtitute them Guardians of their Liberties and Properties 
For we cannot but apprehend, that whenever the Peope 
ſhall loſe the Right of Election, or which is the ſame] * 
Thing, the Freedom of Election, and be oblig'd to chuk il 
their Repreſentatives unger the Awe, Dread, or Influi 
ence of any other Power, there mutt be an End of Parliz 7 
ments, or at leaſt the People's Intereſt and Share therein 
* Wherefore, being {worn to enquire for our Sovercighl 2 
Lord the King, and the Body of this County, we upor 
our Oaths preſent, That on Friday the 8th Day of Mai 
lait, while the Election for Members of Parliament 4 
the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter was de pending, and 
before the Declaration thereof was made, a Body of Foot 'Y 
Guards or Soldiers, to the Number of Fifty and up 
wards, headed by Officers, did, in the Afternoon, ia 2 
Military Manner march up near the Place of Polling 
which 


- II2 
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* Meſirs Blackerby, Howard, and Lediard. 


6 

which Practice may be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence An. 15. Geo. H. 
to the Liberties of the People, as contrary to Law, and 1741. 

a Reſtraint on the Freedom of Elections. | 


ht, We therefore being affected and alarmed with a due 
ef = Senſe and Dread of ſo daring a Violation and Inſult on 
elle our Freedom and Liberties, and the dangerous Conſe- 
A quence of Military Power exercifed in Civil Affairs, do 
=S recommend it to this Honourable Court, to give ſuch 
— Order and Direction for preventing and diſcouraging the 
elles i 1ike heinous Offence for the future, as they ſhall judge 
: moſt proper and convenient,” 
. a. On the 12th of May the Election ended for the City of 
* 1 London, when the following Inſtructions were deliver'd to 
akin 2 heir new Members, vi. 


E, the Citizens of London, who have chearſully 
elected you to ſerve us in Parliament, and thereby Inſtructions from 

committed to your 'Truſt the Safety, Liberty, Property, the City of Lon- 

and Privileges of our ſelves and Poſterities, think it our % te their new 
2 . ; Members. 
Duty, as it is our undoubted Right, to acquaint you with 

what we deſire and expect from you, in Diſcharge of the 


dy 6 great Confidence we repoſe in you, and what we take to 
itte be your Duty as our Repreſentatives. 
ow © 1. As Standing Armies have ever been eſteemed bur- 


thenſome to the Subject, and dangerous to Liberty; and 
as the moſt ſacred and valuable Privileges of Eng liſmen 
have lately ſuffer'd a moſt outrageous Intult and Violence 
at a neighbouring Election“, where, after the molt un- 
warrantable and illegal Return of two Repreſentatives for 
the enſuing Parliament, the Military Force was employ'd 


ion off 
ion off 

ole 4 
repoley 
s con- 
erties 


wy : to protect and ſupport the Returning Officer, to the mani- 
ww feſt Violation of Juſtice, and in open Defiance of a Law, 
Infle which expreſsly commands, That no Man, by Force of 


Arms, ſhall diſturb the Freedom of Ele&tions ; we molt 


Parlic ; earneſlly recommend, that by a conſtant and vigorous Op- 


crc!" Bi poſition to all Standing Armies in Times of Peace, you 
ercige would preſerve this Nation from a Calamity which has 
55 already been fatal to the Liberties of every Kingdom 
ound us, and which we at this Day are beginning to 
ne for feel. 
7 and 8 © 2. When we call to Remembrance the iniquitous Pro- 
Foot ect of extending the Laws of Exciſe + over the greateſt 
d Aa art of the Traders of this Kingdom, we require and 


inſiſt, that you would ſtrenuouſly oppoſe any ſuch Attempts 


. TH 
olling, 8 - for 


which 


* Alluding to the Weſtminſter Election. 
See the Debate on the Exciſe Scheme in CAN DLEA“s Hiſtary, 
wo 6. Geo. 1733, p. 317. and the following Pages, 


An, 15. Geo. II.“ for the future; and alſo promote the entire Repeal, or, x L 


1741. 
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leaſt, Mitigation of thoſe Laws, in Behalf of Number * 
who are already ſubjected to their Severity. 47 
* 3. When we reflect on the Danger of entruſting Po,-] . 
too long in the ſame Hands; when we conſider ho 
often, in former Times, the Liberty of this Country haf 
been ſacrificed and fold, by long continued Parliament 
and that a frequent Recourſe to their Conſtituents, the 
People, is a certain and neceſſary Check to bad Meaſure, 
and worſe Intentions ; we require you to proſecute, <q 
the molt vigorous Manner, a Repeal of the Septennial Ad, 
and to reſtore the ſalutary Form of Triennial Parliament 
as the principal Means of ſecuring the Rights and 7% 
porting the Dignity of a free Nation. 4 
4. But as nothing can effectually ſecure the Freedon 
of our happy Conſtitution, except an uncorrupt and inde. 1 | 
pendent Repreſentative of the People, we infilt on you 
utmoſt Endeavours to procure a proper Bill for reducing 
and limiting the Number of Placemen in the Houſe "= 
Commons, eſpecially as ſo many Gentlemen, in a S:tu: 
tion of manifeſt Dependence, were known to have Seat? 
in the laſt Parliament. : 
* 5. As, at this ſuncture, we are engaged in a juſt ani 
neceſſary War, and conſequently large Supplies will b 
requiſite for the Publick Service, we make no doubt bag 
you will chearfully and effectually enable His Moſt Gr: t 
cious Majeſty to vindicate the Wrongs of your Country, 
and chaſtiſe an inſolent Enemy; but, at the ſame Time 4 
we deſire that, in granting all ſuch Aids and Supplies, youll 
will conſtantly obſerve the ancient Practice of Parliament 
nor deviate from the genuine Form of the Conſtitution ;} 
that you will make a ſtrict Examination into every a 
count of the National Expence ; and that you will firm; 1 
with-hold your Approbation of any Convention or Treatj 4 | 
of Peace, which ſhall not put his Majeity in Poſſeſſion ci 1 
ſome Country, or Place of ſufficient Strength and Impo- 
tance, to reſtrain his Enemies from all future Inſults, and 
continue to lateſt Poſterity, a Monument of his viorioul | 
Arms. 4 
* And laſtly, as to what more particularly concerns out 2 
ſelves, we do expect from and require you, that you q | 
perſiſt with unwearied Diligence, until you ſhall prevaiÞ 4 
that ſuch Bills paſs into Laws, as ſhall reſtrain the exo: 
bitant Powers that are pretended to refide in the Cour * 
of Aldermen ot this City, to the manifeſt Diminution, i # 
not to the total Deſtruction of thoſe Privileges and Righ:Wi 
which were formerly inherent in the Citizens of London 
particular 


*. 
2 


1 

particularly, that you endeavour to get a Repeal, or Ex- An. 15. Geo. II. 
planation of that Law * which has been interpreted to ex- 1741. 
tend even to the Formation of every Queſtion that an 
be propoſed in the Common-Council of this City, by 


* which the Citizens of London may be, and, as we appre- 
„ haf hend, will be prevented from applying to the King or 
nts; Legiſlature, in their Corporate Capacity, how much ſoever 
„ the their Caſe may require the Royal Protection, or Parlia- 
fare, RE mentary Cognizance.' 

e, 1 It is remarkable that Admiral Vernen was ſet up a Can- 
A&W idate for the City of London, by the Perſons who oppos'd 
ents his Election for that of We/tminſter ; and that both Parties 


eem'd to make uſe of that gallant Gentleman's popular 

Tharacter to ſerve their own Purpoſes, 

Oc sber 19. The King landed at Purmonth, and the next The King re- 
Pay arrived at St Fames's : In the Evening the Lords of the uns; _ ap= 
Regency waited on his Majeſty, to deliver up their Commil- n. 
ucing on: On the Thur/day following his Majeſty in Council was 

iſe a leas'd to order the 25th of Nowember to be obſerv'd as a 

S. tu; Pay of Faſt, for the Succe ſs of our Arms againſt Spain. 


Seat: 
»The Statute of 11. George I. Cap. 18. For regulating Hleckions, 
4 ce. See the Petition of the Freemen of London, and the Proteſts of 
ſt anc 8 veral Peers, againſt the paſſing thereof, in TimBERLAND's Hiſtory 
il de her the Houſe of Lords, Vol. 3. p. 420. 
2t bu 
"ni 524 54 po bh photos 
= . 
Ti N the 1ſt of December the King came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and the Commons attending, th d 
8, you x 8. the Lor The Parliament 


Chancellor ſignified to them, that it was his Ma- 


n_ j ſty's Pleaſure they ſhould return to their Houſe, to ele&t 238 
„ A Speaker, and preſent him on Friday the 4th. Being re— 


6-1 m'd, Mr Henry Pelham ſtood up, and addrefling himſelf 

"real the Clerk of the Houſe, ſpoke as follows : 

** Ke . Mr Harding, : 

_—_ S we are here aſſembled, in Purſuance of the Royal Mr Pellam pro- 
"i Summons, it is neceſſary that in Obedience to his poſes Mr One 

*» ""WWajetty's Command, and the eltabliſhed Cuſtom of this for Speaker. 

ouſe, we proceed immediately to the Choice of a Perſon 

| 1 zalified for the Chair. 

880 * =—_ GCentlemen, 

Inks lt is with an uncommon Degree of Satisfaction that J 

wo ere this Aſſembly fo numerous on the firſt Day, becauſe 

; . atever is tranſacted by us, mult neceſſarily be conſidered 


the Nation with more Regard, as it is approved by a 


torioull 


—_ Number of their Reprel-ntatives ; and becauſe the 
ent Affiir, which relates particularly to this Houſe mult 


—_ more ſatisfactorily conducted, as our Number is greater, 
vor. XIII. D lince 


onda: 


An. 18. Geo. II. ſince every Man muſt willingly abide by his own Choice, 


1741. 


(18 ) 


and chearfully ſubmit to that Authority of which he has 
himſelf concurred to the Eitabliſhment. 

* The Qualifications required in a Perſon who ſhall 
fill the Chair to his own Reputation, and the Advantage of 
the Houſe, it is not neceſſary minutely to recount, it being MW 
obvious to every Gentleman who hears me, that he mult WW 
poſſeſs ſuch an Equality of Temper, as may enable him 
always to preſerve a ſteady and impartial Attention, neither 
diſcompoſed by the Irregularities into which ſome Gentle. 
men, unacquainted with the Forms of this Houſe, may 
eaſily fall, nor diſconcerted by the Heat and Turbulence to A 
which, in former Parliaments, ſome of thoſe whoſe Expe. 
rience might have taught them the Neceflity of Decency, 
have been too often hurried by the Eagerneſs of Contro- 
verſy. That he muſt add to this perpetual Serenity ſuck 
a Firmneſs of Mind, as may enable him to repreſs Petulance, 3 


and ſubdue Contumacy, and ſupport the Orders of the 


Houſe, in whatever Contrariety of Opinions, or Commo- 
tion of Debate, againſt all Attempts of Inftaction or Devia-i x 
tion, That to give Force to his Interpoſitions, and pro. 
cure Veneration to his Deciſions, he muſt from his — 
Character and perſonal Qualities, derive ſuch Dignity and 
Authority, as may naturally diſpoſe the Minds of other: 
to Obedience; as may ſuppreſs the Murmurs of Envy, andi 
prevent the Struggles of Competition. E: 
* Theſe Qualifications were eminently conſpicuous in the 
Gentleman who filled the Chair“ in the earlier Part of my 
Liſe, and who is now one of tne Ornaments of the other 
Houle ; ſuch were his Abilities, and ſuch his Conduct, tha 
it would be preſumptuous in any Man, however endowedſ 
by Nature, or accompliſhed by Study, to aſpire to ſurpa 
him, nor can a higher Encomium be eaſily conceived, that 1 | 
this Houſe beſtowed upon that Perſon, who was though: 
worthy to ſucceed him. i 
* The Office which we have now to confer, is not orf * 
arduous with regard to the Abilities neceſlary to the Exec 
tion of it, but extremely burthenſome and laborious, ſuc 
as requires continual Attendance, and inceſſant Application: 3 
nor can it be expected that any Man would engage in 3 
who is not ready to devote his Time and his Health to "" 
Service of the Publick, and to ſtruggle with Fatigue ani 1 
Reitraint for the Advantage of his Country. 1 


The Hon. Sir Spencer Compton, Speaker of both the partie 
of King George I. He was created Baron of Wilmington by his preſet 
Rlajeſty, Jan. 11. 1727—In May 1730, Viſcount Pevenſey, and Earl © 
Wilmington, and appointed Lord Privy Seal. On the 31ſt of Decem 
following declaz'd Prefidgnt of the Council; and in 1733, clected 4 
Knight of the Carter, : 


( 19 ) 
© Such is the Gentleman whom I ſhall propoſe to your An. 15. Geo. II. 
ice, Choice ; one whoſe Zeal for the preſent Royal Family, and 1741. 
nas the Proſperity of the Nation, has been always acknowledged, 
and of whom it cannot be ſuſpected that he will be deterred, 
ſhait ! by any Difficulties, from a Province which will afford him 
> of WF fo frequent Opportunities of promoting the common Intereſt 
eine! of the King and the People. 
mu What Succeſs may be expected from his Endeavours, we 
him! can only judge from his preſent Influence ; Influence pro- 
the: WS duced only by his private Virtues, but fo extenſive in that 
ntle. Part of the Nation which lies within the Reach of his Be- 
mar neficence, and the Obſervation of his Merit, that it ſets 
ce t; him not only above the Danger, but above the Fear of Op- 
= poſition, and {ccures him a Seat in this Houſe without 
cy. Conteſt. 
ntro- Thus deputed by bis Country to many ſucceſſive Par— 
ſack liaments, he has acquired an unrivalled Degree of Know— 
ance & ledge in the Methods of our Proceedings, and an eminent 
the Dexterity in digeſting them, with that Order and Perſpi- 
ume. cuity by which only the TranſaQtion of great Affairs can 
be made expeditious, and the Diſcuſſion of difficult Que- 
ſtions be diſentangled from Perplexity ; Qualities, which 
ner) are now made particularly neceſſary by the Importance of 
„and the Subjects to be conſidered in this Parliament, ſo that I 
\then : doubt not but you will unanimouſly concur with me in de- 
fring that the Chair may be filled by a Perſon eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by his Knowledge, his Integrity, his Diligence, 
and his Reputation: And therefore 1 move, without Scruple, 
of m that the Right Hon. Arthur Onſlaao, Eſq; be called to 
other tbe Chair.“ 
" Mr Pelham was ſeconded by Mr Clutterbuck. Mr Clutterbuck, 
7 Gentlemen, 
That I am not able to add any Thing to the Encomium 
on the Right Hon. Gentleman nominated to the Speaker's 
Chair, gives me no Concern ; becauſe I am confident that 
ia the Opinion of this Aſſembly his Name alone includes 
all Panegyric, and that he who recommends Mr O»/2av, 
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t on; : a ; 4 : * 
:xecu will never be required to give the Reaſon of his Choice. 
ci I therefore riſe now only to continue the common Methods 
9 . . . 
tion Of the Houſe, and to ſecond a Motion which I believe 


nobody will oppoſe. 


in 1. &. 


ol Upon this there was a peneral Acclamation of Mr O 
to t I 2 : ” "uf * 
e a Mr Onffozv. Hereupon Mr On/low excus'd himſelf as follows: 


Gentlemen, 
* Though I might alledge many Reaſons againſt this xir Onde en- 
Tl Choice, of which the ſtrongeſt is my Inability to diſcharge cui-s humlelf, 
pre le Truft conferred upon me in a Manner ſuitable to its Im- 
Earl © [741 D 2 portance, 
cem 


ected 


Suck 7 
— 


620) 
An. 15. Gebo. II. portance, yet I have too high an Idea of the Wiſdom of 
1741, this Aſſembly, to imagine that they form any Reſolution | 
without juſt Motives ; and therefore ſhall think it my Duty 
to comply with their Determination however oppoſite to my 
own Opinion. 
He is elected Then Mr Pelham and Mr Clutterbuck conducted him to 
Speaker, the Chair, where, before he went up, he deſired, That 
the Houſe would conſider how little he was qualified for 
the Office which they were about to confer upon him, and 
fix their Choice upon ſome other Perſon, who might be 
capable of diſcharging ſo important a Truſt. 
But the Members again calling out, The Chair, the Chair, 
the Chair, he then addreſs'd himſelf thus to the Houſe. 
Gentlemen, 
© Since it is your Reſolution that I ſhould once more re- 
ceive the Honour of being advanc'd to this important Office, | 
for which it is not neceſlary to mention how little I am 
2 : Since J hope that thoſe Deſects which have hitherto | 
een excuſed, will ſtill find the ſame Indulgence ; my 
Gratitude for a Diſtinction ſo little deſerved, will always 
incite me to conſult the Honour of the Houſe, and enable 
me to ſupply, by Application and Diligence, what I am 
ll wanting in Knowledge and Capacity.” 
| And preſentedto Accordingly on the 4th Mr Or/jow, the Speaker, was 
| his Majeſty, preſented to the King: His Majeſty having approv'd the 
Choice of the Houſe, made the following Speech : | 


The King's „ PF TV is always a great Satisfaction to me to meet you aſ- 
Speech at upen= 40 ſemblcd in Parliament; and eſpecially at this Time, 
1 ** when the Poſture of Affairs makes your Counſel and“ 
| Ninth Parlia- Aſſiſtance ſo neceſſary ; and when by Means of the new 
14 ment of Great“ Elections, I may have an Opportunity of knowing the 
lil Britain, % more immediate Senſe and Diſpoſition of my People in 
| general, from their Repreſentatives, choſen during a Sea- 
* ſon, which has been attended with great Variety of In- 
* cidents of the highelt Conſequence and Expectation, and 
« during the Courſe of the War, in which we are engaged | 
„ againſt the Crown of Spain; a War, in itſelf juſt and 
« neceſſary, entered into by the repeated Advice of both 
«« Houſes of Parliament, and particularly recommended to 
«© me to be carried on in America, which has been my 
« principal Care. I can therefore make no Doubt, but 
that you are met together fully ſenſible of our preſent 
Situation; and prepared to give me ſuch Advice, as ſhail W 
„be molt conducive to the Honour, and true Interelt of 
„ my Crown and Kingdoms, 


| 

| 

| My Lords and Gentlemen, 
l 
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« You cannot but have obſerv'd, with an Attention ſuit- An. 15. Geo, II. 
« able to the Occaſion, the impending Dangers that threaten 1741, 
« Europe, and more immediately ſuch Parts of the Conti- 
« nent, as ſhall withſtand or reſiſt the formidable Powers, 
* which are confederated for the Subverſion, or Reduction 
„ of the Houſe of Auſtria, The Apprehenſion of theſe 
« Things was communicated to the laſt Parliament; when 
both Houſes expreſſed their great Concern for the Troubles, 
« which were then broke out in the Aufrian Dominions ; 
= © and came to the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions in favour of the 
„Queen of Hungary, for the Maintenance of the Pragmatic 
„% Sanction, and for the Preſervation of the Balance of 
„ Power, and the Peace and Liberties of Europe. And 
* had other Powers, that were under the like Engagements 
„ with me, anſwered the juſt Expectations they had fo 
* ſolemnly given, the Support of the Common Cauſe had 
« been attended with leſs Difficulty. 

« I have, purſuant to the Advice of my Parliament, 
ever ſince the Death of the late Emperor, exerted my- 
&« ſelf in the Support of the Houſe of Auſlria. I have en- 
== © deavoured, by the moſt proper and early Applications, 

to induce other Powers, that were equally engaged with 
« me, and united by Common Intereſt, to concert ſuch 
„ Meaſures as fo important and critical a Conjuncture re- 
* quired ; and where an Accommodation ſeemed to me to 
be neceſſary, I laboured to reconcile thoſe Princes, whoſe 
& ©* Union would have been the moſt . Means to pre- 
vent the Miſchiefs that have happened, and the beſt Se- 

* curity for the Intereſt and Safety of the Whole. 

* Although my Endeavours have not hitherto had the 
, deſired Effect, I cannot but till hope, that a juſt Senſe 
of the common and approaching Danger, will produce a 
* more favourable Turn in the Councils of other Nations. 
In this Situation it is incumbent upon us to put ourſelves 
in a Condition to improve all Opportunities that ſha?l 
offer for maintaining the Liberties of Europe ; and to 
* aſſiſt and ſupport our Friends and Allies, at ſuch Times, 
and in ſuch Manner, as the Exigency and Circumftances 
of Affairs ſhall require; and to defeat any Attempts that 
ſhall be made againſt me, and my Dominions, or againſt 


to g“ thoke whom we are moſt nearly concerned for, and, in 
„ Hononr and Intereſt, engaged to ſupport and defend. 

ut Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

nt WE © I have ordered Eſtimates to be laid before you, for the 
Service of the enſuing Year ; and I niuſt deſire you to 


of“ grant me ſuch Supplies as the Circumſtances of Affairs 
| * require z 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
1741. 


—— 
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the Grand Com- 
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( 22 ) 
require; which, you may depend upon it, ſhall be duly 
applied to the Purpoſes, for which they ſhall be given. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

% J have, during the Courſe of my Reign, had ſo much 
«© Experience of the Duty and Affection of my Parliaments 
to my Perſon and Government, and of their Zeal for the 
* (Good of their Country, and the Support of the Common 
« Cauſe, that I do, with the greatelt Reaſon, rely upon 
the Continuance of them, in the preſent ConjunRure. 
„here never was a Time, in which your Unanimity, 
** Vigour, and Diſpatch, were neceſſary to ſo many great 
Ends, as thoſe, which are now before you: I will do 
my Part; let it appear, by your Proceedings and Relo- 
& Jutions, that you have that juſt and hearty Concern for 
them, which their Importance requires.“ 


The three firſt Days of the Se ſſion were employ'd in taking 
the Oaths, &c. On the 8th a Bill, To empower the Fuſtices 
of the Peace of a Liberty or Corporation, to commit Offender; 
to the Houſe of Correction of the County, Riding, or Divi- 
fron, in which ſuch Liberty or Corporation is ſituate, was 
read the firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Then the Houſe appointed their ſeveral Grand Com. 
mittees for Religion, Grievances, Courts of Juſtice, Trade, 
and alſo for Privileges and Elections. They likewiſe made 
the uſual Orders and Reſolutions. After which Mr Speaker 
having reported the King's Speech, Mr Henry Arthur Fey- 
bert ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : 

Mr Speaker, 

© To addreſs the Throne on the preſent Occiſion, is a. 
Cuſtom, which, as it is founded on Reaſon and Decency, has 
always been obſerved by the Commons of Great Britain, 
nor do I ſuſpect this Houſe of any Intention to omit thoſe 
Forms of Reſpect to his Majeſty, which our Anceſtors al- 
ways paid even to Princes whole Conduct and Defigns 

ave them no Claim to Reverence or Gratitude. 

To continue therefore, Sir, a Practice which the Na- 
ture of Government itſelf makes neceſſary, and which can- 
not but be acknowledged to be in a peculiar Degree proper 
under a Prince, whoſe perſonal Virtues are ſo generally 
known, I hope for the Indulgence of this Houſe in the Li- 
berty which I ſhall take of propoſing an Addrels to thi: 
Effect: 

* To return his Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe, for 
* his molt gracious Specch ; and to congratulate his Majelty's 
Return; to expreſs our dutiful Acknowledgments for hi. 
« paternal Concern for the publick Welfare, in the preſent 

0 darge- 


4 :] 

dangerous and perplexed Situation of Europe; and to aſſure An. 15. Geo. IT, 
© his Majeſty, that as great Variety of Incidents of the great- 1741, 
* eft Importance have happen'd, during the Courſe of tber 
© lait Year, this Houſe, with Hearts full of Duty and Grati- 
* tude, and touch'd with a jult Senſe of the impending Dan- 
gers, will, as often as theſe momentous Affairs ſhall come 
under their Conſideration, give his Mzjelty ſuch Advice as 
becomes dutiful and faithful Subjects, and ſuch Support and 
Aſliſtance, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the Honour and 
true Intereſt of his Majeſty's Crown and Kingdoms, and 
* to the maintaining of the Balance and Liberties of Europe ; 
[to return his Majeſty the Thanks of the Houſe for his 
* Royal Care in proſecuting the War with Saia] and that, 
in Order to anſwer theſe great and neceſſary Purpoſes, this 
* Houſe will grant ſuch effeQtua! Supplies, as ſhall enable his 
* Majelty to ſupport and aſſiſt his Friends and Allies, ac 
* ſuch Times and in ſuch Manner as the Exigency and Cir- 
cumſtances of Affairs ſhall require; and to defeat any At- 
* tempts that ſhall be made againſt his Majeſty, or againſt 
* thoſe, who being equally engag'd with his Majeſty by the 
Faith of Treaties, or united by common Intereſt, ſhall, 
from a juſt Senſe of the common Danger, be willing to 
concert ſuch Meaſures, as {hall be found expedient. 

This Addreſs, which in my Opinion will contain both 
a proper Anſwer to his Majelty's Speech, and a decent De- 
claration of our Gratitude and Duty, will not, I hope, be 
oppoſed. For ſurely it cannot be charged with aſſerting any 
Thing that is either falſe or mean, with beſtowing any un- 
neceſſary Panegyric, or with maintaining any Fact that is 
not generally allowed. 


F Mr Herbert was ſeconded by Mr Trevor, as follows: Mr Trevor, 
Sir, 
© As the Neceſſity of an Addreſs to his Majeſty cannot be 
diſputed, the only Queſtion on this Occaſion muſt be, whe- 
ther the Addreſs now propoſed be ſuch as it may become this 
Houſe to offer in the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs. 
© In an Addreſs, Sir, it is neceſſary to preſerve at once 
the Reſpect due to our Sovereign, and the Dignity which 
may juſtly be aſſumed by the Repreſentatives of the People 
of Great Britain, a People whoſe Birthright gives them a | 
Claim to approach their Sovereign, not indeed withont the 
utmoſt Reſpe&, but with Language, which abſolute Mo- 
narchs never hear from the Slaves by whom they are ſur— 
rounded. 
This Reſpe@ and Dignity appear to me to be very hap- 
pily united in the Addre(s now propoſed, in which we join 
with 


An. 18. Geo. II. 
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Debate thereon. 


Lord Noel So- 
merſet. 


624) 
with our Profeſſions of Duty, our Offers of Advice, and af. 
ſert our Claim to the Direction of the national Expences by 


'our Promiſe to grant the neceſſary Supplies. 


* As there cannot therefore in my Opinion, Sir, be any 
thing added to the Addreſs now offered, and there appears 
to me no Neceſſity of any Alteration or Omiſſion, I ſecond 


the Motion. 


Hereupon Lord Noel Somerſet ſtood up and ſpoke as follows; 
Sir, 

* 'Tho' I am far from intending to leſſen, by trifling Ob- 
jections, the Zeal which the honourable Gentleman who 
propoſed the Addreſs has ſhewn for promoting the publick 
Buſineſs, yet, as it is very inconſiſtent with the Duty of a 
Member of this Houſe to prefer Civility to Truth, and to 
ſacrifice to Ceremony or Complaiſance the Intereſt of his 
Country, I think it neceſſary to declare my Opinion, that 
though the Addreſs propoſed may admit of many Amend- 
ments, which I leave to other Gentlemen to make, I think 
the Addition of one Clauſe abſolutely neceſſary ; That his 
Majeſty may be deſired not to engage this Nation in a War 
for the Preſervation of his Foreign Dominions ; Dominions 
which, as they are in themſelves independent on the Crown 
of Great Britain, and govern'd by different Laws, and by a 
different Right, have been ſeperated by an expreſs Clauſe 
from theſe Kingdoms, in the Act“ to which his Majeſty 
owes his Title to the 'Throne. | 

* This Requeſt, Sir, 1s at this Time particularly expedient 
when the Continent is in Confuſton, and the Territories of 
Hanover are endangered by the Approach of the French 
Forces. Beſides, as nothing is more fatal than groundleſs 
Expectations of Aſſiſtance, it may contribute to the Safety of 
that People, to ſhew them that they are to depend upon 
their own Strength, to call their Forces together, to fortify 
their Towns, and guard their Avenues ; and that, if they 
ſit indolent and careleſs, in Confidence that the Power of 
Great Britain will be employ'd in their Defence, they will 
only give their Enemies an eaſy Conqueſt, and enſlave them- 
ſelves and their Poſterity to a Foreign Power : I move there- 
fore that his Majeſty be deſired in our Addreſs, not to engage 
theſe Kingdoms in a War for the Preſervation of his Foreign 


Deminions, 
Lord 


* By the Ac 12 and 13 Will. III. Fir the further Limitation rf the 
Crmren, and be better ſecuring the Rights ond Liherties of the Subjett, it 
was Enacted, © That in caſe the Crown ſhould come to any Perſon, not 
© being a Native of England, this Nation ſhall not be obliged to War for 


© Defence of Dominions not belonging to this Crown.“ 


8. 83.1 
Lord Neel Somerſet was ſeconded by Mr Shifpen thus: 


Sir, 


An. 15. Geo, It, 
1741. 
—— 


I know not how ſucceſsfully I may repeat Aſſertions in Mr Shippen. 


this Houſe, for which I have formerly been cenſured *, and 
which few other Members have hitherto maintained ; but I 
riſe with Confidence that I ſhall be at leaſt acknowledged to 
act conſiſtently with my ſelf in ſeconding the noble Perſon 
who ſpoke laſt; and I am convinced, that many who differ 
from me in Opinion, would be glad to boalt of reſembling 
my Steadineſs of Conduct. 

But Steadineſs, Sir, is the Effect only of Integrity; he 
that ſpeaks always what he thinks, and endeavours by dili- 
gent Inquiry to think aright before he ventures to declare 
his Sentiments ; he that follows, in his Searches, no Leader 
but Reaſon, nor expects any Reward from them but the 
Advantage of diſcovering 'Truth, and the Pleaſure of com- 
municating it, will not eafily change his Opinion, becauſe it 
will ſeldom · be eaſy to ſhew that he who has honeſtly enquir- 
ed after Truth, has failed to attain it. 

For my Part, I am neither aſhamed nor afraid to affirm 
that thirty Years have made no Change in any of my polit- 
cal Opinions; I am now grown old in this Houſe, but that 
Experience which is the Conſequence of Age has only con- 
firmed the Principles with which I enter'd it many Years 
ago; Time has verified the Predictions which I formerly 
utter d, and I have ſeen my Conjectutes ripen'd into Know- 
ledge. 

1 ſhould be therefore without Excuſe if either Terror 
could affright, or the Hope of Advantage allure me from the 
Declaration of my Opinions ; Opinions which I was not de- 
terred from aſſerting, when the Proſpect of a longer Life 
than I can now expect, might have added to the 'Temptati- 
ons of Ambition, or aggravated the Terrors of Poverty and 
Diſgrace ; Opinions, for which I would willingly have ſuf- 
fer'd the ſevereſt Cenſures, even when I had eſpouſed them 
only in Compliance with Reaſon, without the infallible 
Certainty of Experience. 

* Of Truth it has been always obſerved, Sir, that every 
Day adds to its Eſtabliſhment, and that Falſhoods, however 
ſpecious, however ſupported by Power, or eſtabliſhed by 
Confederacies, are unable to ſtand before the Stroke of 
Time: Againſt the Inconveniencies and Vexations of Jong 


Vor. XIII. E Liſe 


See CHANDLER's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 4. 
Geo. 1.1717. when Mr Shippen was committed to the Tower, for laviny, 
That ſome Expreſſions in his Majeſty's Speech ſeem'd rather cu ulated 
* for the Meridian of Germany than ef Great Britain, 


136 


An. 17. Geo. II. Life, may be ſet the Pleaſure of diſcovering Truth, perhaps 
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the only Pleaſure that Age affords. Nor is it a ſlight Satiſ- 
faction to a Man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to find 
Opportunities of rectifying his Notions, and regulating his 
Conduct by new Lights. 

But much greater is the Happineſs of that Man to 
whom every Day brings a new Proof of the Reaſonableneſs 
of his former Determinations, and who finds, by the moſt 
unerring Teſt, that his Life has been ſpent in promoting 
Defines beneficial to Mankind. This, Sir, is the Happi- 
neſs which I now enjoy, and for which thoſe who never 
ſhall attain it, mult look for an Equivalent in lucrative Em- 
ployments, honorary Titles, pompous Equipages, and ſplen- 
did Palaces. 

* Theſe, Sir, are the Advantages which are to be gained 
by a ſeaſonable Variation of Principles, and by a ready Com- 
pliance with the prevailing Faſhion of Opinions; Advanra- 
ges which I indeed cannot envy when they are purchaſed at 
to high a Price, but of which Age and Obſervation has too 
frequently ſhown me the unbounded Influence; and to 
which I cannot deny that I have always aſcribed the Inſtabi- 
lity of Conduct, and Inconſiſtency of Aﬀertions which I have 
diſcovered in many Men, whoſe Abilities I have no Reaſon 
to depreciate, and of whom I cannot but believe they would 
eaſily diſtinguiſh Truth, were not Falſhood recommended to 
them by the glittering Ornaments of Wealth and Power. 

If there are in this new Parliament any Men devoted 
to their private Intereſt, and who prefer the Gratification 
of their Paſſions to the Safety and Happineſs of their Coun- 
try, who can riot without Remorſe in the Plunder of their 
Conttituents, who can forget the Anguiſh of Guilt in the 
Noiſe of a Feaſt, the Pomp of a Drawing-room, or the 
Arms of a Strumpet, and think expenſive Wickedneſs and 
the Gayeties of Folly equivalent to the fair Fame of Fide- 
lity and the Peace of Virtue, to them I ſhall ipeak to no 
Purpoſe; for I am far from imagining any Power in my 
Language to gain thoſe to Truth who have reſigned their 
Hearts to Avarice or Ambition, or to prevail upon Men to 
change Opinions, which they have indeed never believed, 


tho' they are hired to aſſert them. For there is a Degree 


of Wickedneſs which no Reproof or Argument can reclaim, 
as there is a Degree of Stupidity which no Inſtruction can 
enlighten. 

If my Country, Sir, has been ſo unfortunate as once 
more to commit her Intereſt to thoſe, who propoſe to them- 
ſelves no Advantage from their Truft, but that of ſelling 


it, I may perhaps, fall once more under Cenſure for de- 
| claring 
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for aſſerting what they who punith me cannot deny; for 
maintaining the Inconſiſtency of Haroverian Maxims with 
the Happineſs of this N ation, and tor preſerving the Caution 
which was ſo ſtrongly inculcated by the Patriots that drew 

the Act of Settlement, and gave the preſent Roval Fa- 
mily their Title to the Throne. 

* Theſe Men, Sir, whole Wiſdom cannot be diſputed, 
and whoſe Zeal for his Majeſty's Family was equal to their 
Knowledge, thought it requiſite to provide ſoine Security 
againſt the Prejudices of Birth and Educauun They were 
far from imagining, that they were calling to the 'I'hione a 
Race of Beings exalted above the Frailues of Humanity, 
or exempted by any peculiar Privileges from Error or from 
Ignorance. 

* They knew that every Man was habitually, if not na- 
turally, fond of his own Nation, and that he was inclined 
to enrich it and defend it at the Expence of another, even, 
perhaps, of that to which he is indebted jor much higher 
Degrees of Greatneſs, Wealth and Power; for every Thing 
which makes one State of Life preterable to another, (and 
which therefore, if Reaſon could prevail over Prejudice, 
and every Action were regulated by ftrict Juſtice) might 
claim more Regard than that Corner of the Earth in which 
he only happencd to be born. 

They knew, Sir, that Confidence was not always re- 
turned, that we moſt willingly truſt thoſe whom we have 
longeſt known, and careſs thoſe with moit Fondneſs, whole 
Inchnations we find by Ex perience to correſpond with our 
awn, without regard to particular Circumſtances which may 
entitle others to greater Regard or higher Degrees of Credit 
Cr of Kindneſs, 

© Agaialt theſe Prejudices, which their Sagacity enabled 
them to forcice, their Integrity incited them to ſecure us, by 
Provitions which every Man then thought equitable and 
wiſe, becauſe no Man was then hired to cipoule a contrary 
Opinion. 

Jo obviate the Niſpoſition which a foreign Race of 
Princes might have to cruil their original Subjects, it was 
enacted that none of them ſhould be capable of any Place 
of Truit or Profit in theſe Kingdoms. And to hinder our 
Monarchs from transferring the Revenues of Great Britain 
9 Hanover, and enriching it with the Commerce of our 
Traders, and the Labours of our Huſbandmen ; from raiſing 
luxes to augment the Splendor of a petty Court, and en- 
creaſing the Garriſons of their Mountains by miſapplying 


tnat Nic bey which this Nation ſhould raiſc tor its own De- 
1741 E 2 tence, 


cla ring my Opinion, and be once more treated as a Criminal An. 15 Geo. II. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. fence, it was provided that the King of Great Britain 


ſnould never return to his native Dominions, but reſide “ 
always in this Kingdom, without any other Care than that 
of gaining the Affections of his Briticb Subjects, preſerving 
their Rights and encreaſing their Power. 

It was imagined by that Parliament that the Electorate 
of Hanover, a {ubordivate Dignity held by Cuſtom of Ho. 
mage to a greater Power, ought to be thought below the 
Regard of the King of Grear Britain, and that the Sove- 
reign of a Nation like this, ought to remember a lower 
State only to heighten his Gratitude to the People by whom 
he was exalted. They were far from imagining that Grea- 
Britain and Hanover would in Time be conſidered as of 
equal Importance, and that our Sovereign would divide his 
Years between one Country and the other, and pleaſe him- 
ſelf with exhibiting in Hanover, the annual Show of the 
Pump and Dignity of a King of Great Britain. 

This Clauſe, Sir, however, a later Parliament readily 
repealed ; + upon what Motives I am not able to declare, 
having never heard the Arguments, which prevailed upon 
their Predeceſſors to enact it, confuted or invalidated ; nor 
have I found that the Event has produced any Juſtification 
of their Conduct, or that the Nation has received any re- 
markable Advantage from our Royal Expeditions. 

* There is another Clauſe in that important Act which 
yet the Parliament has not adventured to repeal, by which 
it is provided, that this Nation ſhall not be engaged in War 
for the Detence of the Hanzwerian Dominions ; Dominions 
of which we can have no Intereſt in the Protection or Pre- 
ſervation, Nominions perhaps of no great Value into what- 
ever Hands Chance and Negligence may throw them, which 
their Situation has made entirely uſeleſs to naval Power, but 
which, though they cannot benefit, may injure us by di- 
verting the Attention of our Sovereign, or witholding his 
Affecuons. | 

* Whether this Clauſe, Sir, has not ſometimes been 
eluded, whether the fix thouſand Hears which we once 
{upported were of Uſe to any of the Brizz4 Dominions, 
and whether a double Number of the ſame Nation now 

paid 


* By the before cited Statute it is enafted, © That no Perſon, who 
© ſhould in Purſuance of that Act come to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown, 
* ſhould go out of the Dominions of England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
© without Conſent of Parliament * a 

+ See Sir John Cope's Motion in the Houſe of Cons for that 
Purpoſe, ſeconded by Mr Hampden, which paſs'd Nem, Con. Anno 2. 
Geo, I. 1716, p. oz. 
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paid with our Money for the Defence of the Queen of Hun- An. 15. Geo, II. 


gary, have not been ſtationed only where they might de- 
fend Hanover, without the leaſt Advantage to our Confe- 
derates, whether the Nation has not been condemned to 
double Expences in the Support of this Alliance, by raiſing 
for the Queen's Service Troops which were only employed 
in the Protection of Hanover, and then in ſuccouring her 
with pecuniary Supplies, it is perhaps at preſent unneceſſary, 
though I hope, not yet too late to enquire. 

c f. is at preſent unneceſſary, becauſe the Clauſe which 
is propoſed cannot be denied to be equally proper, whether 
the Act of Settlement has been hitherto obſerved or vio- 
lated ; for the Violation of it ought to engage us in ſome 
Meaſures that may ſecure us for the Future from the like 
Injury, and the Obſervation of it is a manifeſt Proof how 
much it is approved by all Parties, ſince in ſo many Devia- 
tions from this Settlement, and the Inconſtancy of Conduct 
of which an Example is ſcarcely to be found, this Law has 
been eſteemed facred, the Bulwark of our Rights, and the 
Boundary which the ſovereign Power hath not dared to 
exceed, 

* As his Majeſty, Sir, has in a very ſolemn Manner, 
called upon us for our Advice and Aſſiſtance, what can be 
more proper than to lay before him our Opinion on this 
important Queſtion ? War is next to Slavery one of the 
greateſt Calamities, and an unneceſſary War therefore the 
greatelt Error which cannot be too cautiouſly obviated, or 
too ſpeedily reformed. 

If we conſider, Sir, the preſent State of the Continent, 
there is nothing more probable than that the Subjects of the 
Elector of Hanover may ſolicit the Aſſiſtance of the King 
of Great Britain, and therefore it is neceſſary to inform 
them, that their Solicitations will be vain. If we enquire 
into the Suſpicions of our Fellow-Subjects, we ſhall find 
them generally diſturb'd with Fears that they ſhall be facri- 
hced to the Security of Foreign Dominions, and therefore it 
is neceſſary to recal their Affection to his Majeſty where it is 
impaired, and confirm their Confidence where it hag been 
hitherto preſerved, by ſhewing in the moſt publick Manner, 
how vainly they have been diſquieted, and how groſly they 
have been miſtaken. 

* It is certainly our Duty, Sir, to give ſuch Advice as 


| may moſt truly inform his Majeſty of the Sentiments of his 


People, and molt effectually eſtabliſi in the People an Adhe- 
rence to his Majeſty ; as it is certain that no Advice will be 
ſeconded by greater Numbers than that which I now propoſe, 
nor can his Majeſty by any Act of Goodneſs ſo much _— 

is 
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An. 15. Geo, II. his Government as by a ready Promiſe to this Nation of an 


1741. 


Exemption from any War in Defence of Hanover. 

* I hope, Sir, it will not be objected that by ſuch Requeſt 
a Suſpicion will be inſinuated of Deſigns detrimental to the 
Britiſb Nation, and repugnant to the Conditions on which 
his Majeſty aſcended the Throne, becauſe an Objection of 
equal Force may riſe againſt any Advice whatever that ſhall 
be offered by Parliament. And it may be always urg'd, 
that to recommend any Meaſures, is to ſuppoſe that they 
would not have been ſuggeſted to his Majetty by his own 
Wiſdom, and by Conſequence that he is defective either in 
Know ledpe or in Goodneſs, that he either miſtakes or ne- 
glects the Intereſt of his People. 

* 'Thus, Sir, may the moſt laudable Conduct be charg'd 
with Sedition, and the moſt awful Regard be accuſed of Diſ- 
reſpect, by forced Conſequences, and exaggerated Lan- 
guage; thus may Parliaments become uſeleſs, leſt they 
mould appear to be wiſer than their Sovereign, and the So- 
vereign be condemn'd to act only by the Information of ſer- 
vile Miniſters, becauſe no publick Advice can ſaſely be given 
him. 

* That Kings muſt act upon the Information of others, 
that they can fee little, with their own Eyes, through the 
Miſts which Flattery is continually employ'd in railing before 
them, and that they are therefore molt happy who have, by 
the Copſiitution of the Country which they govern, an Op- 
portunity of knowing the Opinions of their People without 
Diſguiſe, has yet never been denied by any who do not ſe- 
perate the Intereſt of the King from that of the People, and 
leave Mankind no political Diſtinction but that of Tyrant: 
and Slaves. 

* This, Sir, is the Happineſs of the King of Great By; 
tain beyond other Monarchs, an Advantage by which he 
may be always enabled to contemplate the happy and flouriſh- 
ing State of his Subjects, and to receive the Bleſſings and 
Acclamations of Millions that owe to his Care their Wealth 
and their Security. 

« OF this Advantage he cannot be depriv'd but by the 
Cowardice, or the T'reachery of thoſe Men who are delegat- 
ed by the People, as the Guardians of their Liberties ; and 
{urely it requires no uncommon Penetration to diſcover, that 
no Act of 'I'reafon can be equal in Malignity to that Perfidy, 
which deprives the King of the Affections of his Subjects, 
by concealing from him their Sentiments and Petitions. He 
that makes his Monarch hated maſt undoubtedly make him 
unhappy, and he that deltroys his Happineſs might more 


innocently take away his Life, 
s 1 G 
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« To exempt myſelf therefore from ſuch Guilt, to diſ- Ag. 16. Geo, II. 
charge the Truſt conferred on me by my Country, and to 1741. 


perform the Duty which I owe to my King, I ſtand up to 
ſecond this Motion. 


Mr Gy#5bon ſpoke next: 
Sir, 

As it is not eaſy to remember all the Parts of an Ad- 
| dreſs by only once hearing it, and hearing it in a Form diffe- 
rent from that in which it is to be preſented, | thir!: it neceſ- 
© fary to a more accurate Conſideration of it, that it ſhonld be 
read diſtinctly to the Houſe. We may otherwiſe walte our 
Time in Debates, to which only our own Forgetiulneſs gives 
Occaſion, we may raiſe Objections without Reaſon, and pro- 
poſe Amendments where there is no Deſect.“ 

The Motion for the Addreſs being accordingly read, Mr 
* G;bbon went on: 

: Sir, 

* Having now heard the Addreſs, I find by Experience 
the Propriety of my Propoſal, . having remark'd a Clauſe, 
| which, in my Opinion, is neceſſarily to be amended, and 
| which I had not obſerv'd when it was repeated before, 
| © It is well known, that the Speeches from the Throne, 
| though pronounc'd by the King, are always coniider'd us the 
| Compoſitions of the Miniſtry, upon whom any falſe Afſerti- 
ons would be charged, as the Informers and Counſellors of 
the Crown. 

© It is well known likewiſe, that whenever this Houſe 
returns Thanks to the King for any Meaſures that have been 
purſued, thoſe Meaſures are ſuppoſed to be approv'd by them, 
and that Approbation may be pleaded by the Miniſter in his 
| Defence, whenever he ſhall be required to anſwer for the 

Eyent of his Councils. 

It is therefore, in my Opinion, extremely unreaſoyable 
to propoſe, that Thanks /hould be return'd to his Majeſty for 
his Royal Care, in proſecuting the War again/? Spain; tor 
what has been the Conſequence of that Care, for which our 
Thanks are to be with ſo much Solemnity return'd; but 
Defeats, Diſgrace, and Loſſes, the Ruin of our Merchants, 

the Impriſonment of our Sailors, idle Shews of Armaments, 
and uſeleſs Expences ? 

* What are the Events which are to be recorded in an 
impartial Account of this War; a War provoked by ſo long 
a Train of Inſults and Injuries, and carried on with ſo appa- 
rent Inequality of Forces? Have we deltroy'd the Fleets 
of our Enemies, fir'd their Towns, and laid their Fortreſſes 
n Ruins ? Have we conquered their Colonies, and Pe. 

ec 
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An. 15. Geo. II. ed their Cities, and reduc'd them to a Neceſſity of receding 
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from their unjuſt Claims, and repaying the Plunder of our 
Merchants ? Are their Ambaſſadors now ſolliciting Peace at 
the Court of Great Britain, or applying. to the neighbour- 
ing Princes to moderate the Reſentment of their victorious 
Enemies ? | 

I am afraid that the Effects of our Preparations, however 
formidable, are very different; they have only raiſed Diſ- 
content among our Countrymen, and Contempt among our 
Enemies. We have ſhewn that we are ſtrong indeed, but 
that our Force is made ineffectual by our Cowardice ; that 
when we threaten moſt loudly, we perform Nothing ; that 
we draw our Swords but to brandiſh them, and only wait an 
Opportunity to ſheath them in ſach a Manner, as not plainly 
to confeſs that we dare not ſtrike. 

If we conſider, therefore, what Effect our Thanks for 


Conduct like this muſt naturally produce, it will appear that 4 


they can only encourage our Enemies, and diſpirit our Fel. 
low-SabjeQs, It will be imagined that the Spaniards are a 
powerful Nation, which it was the higheſt Degree of Raſh- 
neſs to attack, a Nation by whom it is Honour ſufficient not 


to be overcome, and from whom we cannot be defended FR 
without the molt vigilant Caution, and the moſt extenſive F? 


Knowledge both of Politicks and War. 


It will readily be perceiv'd by the proud Spaniard, 5 


that it is only neceſſary to proſecute their Views a little long- 
er, to intimidate us with new Demands, and amuſe us with 
new Preparations ; and that we, who are already ſatisfied 
with our Succeſs, ſhall ſoon be weary of a War from which 


it is plain that we never expected any Advantage, and there- | I 
fore ſhall in a ſhort Time willingly receive ſuch Terms as 


our Conquerors will grant us. 

It is always to be remember'd how much all human Af- 
fairs depend upon Opinion, how often Reputation ſupplies 
the Want of real Power, by making thoſe afraid who cannot 
be hurt, and by producing Confidence where there is no Su- 
periority, The Opinion which the Parliament ought to en- 
deavour to promote, is a Confidence in their Steadineſs, Ho- 
neſty, and Wiſdom, a Confidence which will not be much 
advanc'd by an Addreſs of Thanks for the Conduct of the 
War againſt ain. 

Ho juſtly may it be asked, when this Addreſs is ſpread 
over the World, what were the Views with which the Par- 
liament of Great Britain petition'd their Sovereign to declare 
War againſt Spain ? 

If their Deſign was, as they then aſſerted, to procure 
Security for the Commerce of the Veſt Indies, and Repara- 

tion 
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tion for the Injuries which their Merchants had received, An. 15. Geo. II. 
by what Fluctuation of Counſels, by what Prevalence of 174 
new Opinions have they now abandon'd it? For that they 
have no longer the ſame Intentions, that they now no mote 
either propoſe Security, or demand Recumpence, is evident, 
ſince tho' they have obtained neither, yet are they thankful 
for the Conduct of the War. 
To what can this apparent Inſtability be imputed, but 
to the Want either of Wiſdom to balance their own Power 
with that of their Enemies, and diſcern the true Intereſt of 
their Country ; or to a mean Compliance with the Clamours 
of the People, to whom they durſt not reſuſe the Appearance 
of a War, though they had no Expectation of Honour or | 
Succeſs ? 
« But in far other Terms, Sir, will the Spaniards ſpeak 
ot the Addreſs which is now prop ſed. © Behold, ſay our | 
FS boaſting Enemies, the Spirit and Wildom of that Aſſembly, 
- FX whoſe Counſels hold the Continent in Suſpenſe, and whoſe | 
| EX Determinations change the Fate of Kingdoms, whoſe Vote | 
transſers Sovereignty, covers the Ocean with Fleets, pre- 
& ſcribes the Operation of diſtant Wars, and fixes the Balance 
| 


| FX of the World: Behold them amuſed with idle Preparations, 
: FX levying Money for Mockeries of War, and returning Thanks 
ſor the Pleaſure of the Show. Behoid them looking with 
, KS wonderful Tranquility on the Loſ of a great Number of - I 


their Ships, which have been ſeiz'd upon their own Coaſts by | 
our Privateers, and congratulating themſelves and their Mo- [1 


narch, that any have been preſerv'd. How great would | 
| FS have been the Exultation, and how loud the Applauſes, had | 
- FE they ſucceeded in any of their Deſigns ? Had they obſtructed | 
che Departure of our Fleets, or hindred our Deſcent upon 


the Dominions of the Queen of Hungary ; had they confin'd 

our Privateers in our Harbours, defeated any of our Troops, 

or over-run any of our Colonies? In what Terms would 

© I they have expreſſed their Gratitude for Victory, who are 
- EX thus thankful for Diſappointments and Diſgrace?“ 

Such, Sir, muſt be the Remarks of our Enemies upon 

an Addreſs like that which is now prop.ſcd ; Remarks 


| KS which we and our Allies muſt be condemn'd to hear without 
attempting a Reply. For what can be urg'd to extcnuate 
2 the Ridicule of returning Thanks where we ought cither to 
| WY expreſs Reſentment, offer Conſolations and propoſe the 
= Means of better Succeſs, or cover our Grict and Shame with 

» WE perpetual Silence ? 
by When it ſhall be told in Foreign Nations, that tle Par- 
: WE liament of Great Britain had retuin'd "Thanks for the EC. 


ape of the Spaniards from Feral, their uninterrupted i x- 
Vor. XIII. l 


pedition 


1 


An. 15. Geo, II. pedition to [taly, the Embarraſſment of their own Trade, 
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Sir R. Walpole. 


the Captivity of their Sailors, and the Deſtruction of theit 
Troops, What can they conclude but that the Parliament 
of Great Britain is a Collection of Madmen, whom Mad- 
men have deputed to tranſa& the publick Affairs? And 
what mult be the Influence of ſuch a People and ſuch a Par- 
liament, will be eaſily conceived. 

* If I have given Way, Sir, in theſe Obſervations, to any 
wanton Hyperbole, or exaggerated Aſſertions, they will, ! 
hope, be pardon'd by thoſe who ſhall reflect upon the real 


Abſurdity of the Propoſal which I am endeavouring to ſhew | 


in its true State, and by all who ſhall conſider that to return 
Thanks for the Management of the War, is to return Thank; 


for the Rot of Carthagena, for the Ruin of our Merchant:, F# 
for the Loſs of our Reputation, and for the Advancement of J 


the Houſe of Bourbon. 

I hope no Man will be fo unjuſt, or can be ſo ignorant, 
as to infinuate or believe, that I impute any Part of our 
Miſcarriages to the Perſonal Conduct of his Majeſty, or 
that I think his Majeſty's Concern for the Proſperity of his 


People unworthy of the warmeſt and ſincereſt Gratitude. If 7 


the Addreſs was confin'd to the Inſpection of our Sovereign 
alone, I ſhould be very far from cenſuring or ridiculing it; 
for his Majeſty has not the Event of War in his Power, nor 
can confer upon his Miniſters or Generals that Knowledge 
which they have neglected to acquire, or that Capacity 
which Nature has denied them. He may perform more 


than we have a Right to expect, and yet be unſucceſsful ; he 


may deſerve the utmoſt Gratitude, even when, by the Mil 
conduct of his Servants, the Nation is diſtreſs'd. 

But, Sir, in drawing up an Addreſs we ſhould remem- 
ber that we are declaring our Sentiments not only to his Ma- 
jeſty, but to all Europe, to our Allies, our Enemies, and 
our Poſterity; that this Addreſs will be underſtood, like all 
others; that Thanks offered in this Manner, by Cuſtom, 
ſignify Approbation ; and that therefore we muſt at preſent 
repreſs our Gratitude, becauſe it can only bring into Con- 
tempt our Sovereign and ourſelves. 


To this Sir Robert Walpole reply'd : 
Sir, 

* I am very far from thinking that the War againſt Spain 
has been ſo unſucceſsful as ſome Gentlemen have repreſented 
it; that the Loſſes which we have ſuffer'd have been more 
frequent than we had Reaſon to expect from the Situation of 
our Enemies, and the Courſe of our Trade; or our Defeats 
ſuch as the common Chance of War does not often produce, 

even 


c 
* 4 L K 1 4 o 
9 4: ds * r 


i * 0 


«— awau@_ _ a hw 6 wa &< o*S 


4 330 

even when the Inequality of the contending Powers is incon- An. 15. Geo. II. 
teſtable, and the ultimate Event as near to Certainty, as the 1741. 
Nature of human Affairs ever can admit. 

Nor am I convinc'd, Sir, even tho” it ſhould be allowed 
that no Exaggeration has been made of our Miſcarriages, 
that the Impropriety of an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majcity 
ſor his Royal Care in the Management of the War, is grols 
and flagrant. For if it be allowed that his Majelty may be 


7 "XZ innocent of all the Miſconduct that has produc'd our Defeats; 
F that he may have form'd Schemes wiſely, which were unſkil- 
by fully proſecuted; that even Valour and Knowledge concurring 
n will not always obtain Succeſs; and that therefore ſome 


Loſſes may be ſuffered, and ſome Defeats received, tho' not 

only his Majeſty gave the wiſeſt Directions, but his Officers 

‚ executed them with the utmoſt Diligence and Fidelit; ; how 

Vill it appear from our ill Succeſs, that our Sovereign docs 

not deſerve our Gratitude ? And if it ſhall appear to us 

that our 'Thanks are merited, who ſhall reſtrain us from of- 
fering them in the molt publick and fclemn Manner ? 

x For my Part, I think no Conſideration worthy of Re- 

; | 3 gard in Competition with Truth and Jultice ; and therefore 

hall never forbear any Expreſſion of Duty to my Sovereign, 
for fear of the Ridicule of our ſecret, or the Reproaches of 
= our publick Enemies. 

[3 * With regard to the Addreſs under our Conſideration, 
= if it be allowed either that we have not been unſucceſsful in 
any opprobrious Degree, or that ill Succeſs does not neceſſa- 

tily imply any Defect in the Conduct of his Majeſty, or de- 
bar us from the Right of acknowledging his Goodneſs and 
his Wiſdom ; I think, Sir, no Objection can be made to the 

= Form of Expreſſion now propoſed, in which all ſounding and 

_ FRF pompous Language, all declamatory Exaggeration and ſtudi- 

ad Figures of Speech, all Appearance of Exultation and all 

the Farce of Rhetorick are carefully avoided, and nothing 
inſerted that may diſguſt the moit delicate, or raiſe Scruples 
in the moſt ſincere. 

Yet, Sir, that we may not waſle our Time upon trivial 
Diſputes, when the Nation expects Relief from our Coun- 
ſels, that we may not ſuſpend the Proſecution of the War by 
Complaints of paſt Defeats, or retard that Afliltance and 
Advice which our Sovereign demands, by inquiring whe- 
ther it may be more proper to thank or to counſel him, I 
am willing, for the Salte of Unanimity, that this Clauſe 
ihould be omitted, and hope that no other Part of the Ad- 
dreſs can afford Room for Objection 
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1741. Sir, 
* It is no Wonder that the Right Hon. Gentleman wil- 
Mr Pulteney. lingly contents to the Omiſſion of this Clauſe, which could d 
be inſerted for no other Purpoſe, than that he might ſacrifice t 


it to the Reſentment which it muſt naturally produce; and, v 
by an Appearance of Modeſty and Compliance paſs eaſily | a 
thro” the firſt Day, and obviate any ſevere Inquiries that t 
might be deſign'd. | 
* He is too well acquainted with the Opinion of many 
whom the Nation hath choſen to repreſent them, and with 
the univerſal Clamours of the People; too accurately in- 
formed of the State of our Enemies, and too conſcious how FR 
much his {ccret Machinations have hinder'd our Succeſs, to | 
expect or hope that we ſhould meet here to return Thanks 
tor the Management of the War, of a War in which no- 
thing has been attempted by his Direction that was likely 7 
to ſucceed, and in which no Advantage has been gained, 
but by acting without Orders and againſt his Hopes. | 
* That 1 do not charge him, Sir, without Reaſon, or in- 
vent Accuſations only to obitrutt his Meaſures, or to gratiiy 
my own Reſentment ; that I do rot eagerly catch flying Ca- 
lumnies, prolong the Date of caſual Reproaches, encourage 
the Malignity of the Envious, or adopt the Suſpicions of 
the Melancholy; that I do not impoſe upon myſelf by a 
warm Imagination, and endeavour to communicate to others 
Impreſſions which I have only received myſelf from Preju- 
dice, will be proved from a Review of his Conduct ſince 
the Beginning of our Diſpute with Spain, in which it will 
be found that he has been guilty not only of ſingle Error:, 
but of deliberate 'Treachery ; that he has always co-operat- 
ed with our Enemies, and ſacrificed to bis private Intereſt 
the Happineſs and the Honour of the Brir7/ Nation. | 
* How long our Merchants were plundered, our Sailors | 
enſlaved, and our Colonies intimidated without Reſentment; | 
how long the Spaniards uſurped the Dominion of the Seas, 
ſearched our Ships at Pleaſure, confiſcated the Cargoc: 
without Controul, and tortur'd our Fellow Subjects with 
Impunity, cannot but be remembred. Not only every Gen- 
tleman in this Houſe, but every Man in the Nation, how- 
ever indolent, ignorant, or obſcure, can tell what Barbarities 
were exerciſed, what Ravages were committed, what Com- 
laints were made, and how they were received. It is uni- 
verſally known that this Gentleman, and thoſe whom he has 
gain'd by Penſions and Employments, treated the Lamen- 
tations of ruined Families, and the Qutcrics of tortur'd Br: 
10. 
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/2ns as the Clamours of Sedition, as deſign'd to enflame An. 15. Geo. II. 
the People, and embarraſs the Government. 1741. 

« It is known, Sir, that our Loſſes were at one Time ri = d 
diculed as below the Conſideration of the Legiſlature; and 
the Diſtreſs of the moſt uſeful and honeſt Part of Mankind 
was made the Subject of Merriment and Laughter ; the 
XZ awkward Wit of all the Hirelings of the Town was exerted 
to divert the Attention of the Publick, and all their Art 
was employed to introduce other Subjects into Converſation. 
But their Wit was not more ſucceſsful on this than on 

other Occaſions, their Imaginations were ſoon exhauſted, and 

they found, as at other Times, that they mult have re- 

courſe to new Expedients. The firſt Artifice of ſhallow 

Courtiers is to elude with Promiſes thoſe Complaints which 

they cannot refute ; a Practice that requires no Underſtand- 
ing or Knowledge, and therefore has been generally follow- 
ed in his Adminiſtration. This Artifice they quickly made 
uſe of when they found that neither the Merchants, nor the 
Nation, were to be filenc'd by an Affectation of Negligence, 
or the Sallies of Mirth ; that it was no longer fate to jeſt 
upon the Miſeries of their Countrymen, the Deſtruction of 
our Trade, and the Violation of our Rights ; they conde- 
ſcended therefore to ſome Appearances of Compaſlion, and 
promiſed to exert all their Influence to procure Redreſs and 
Security. 

* That they might not appear, Sir, to have made this 
Promiſe only to free themſelves from preſent [i portunity, 
they ſet Negociations on Foot, diſpatched Memorials, Re- 
monſtrances, Propoſitions and Computations ; ard with an 
Air of Gravity and Importance, aſſembled at proper 'l imes 
do peruſe the Intelligence which they received, and to con- 
cett new InſtruQtions for their Agents. 

While this Farce was ated, Sir, innumerable Artifices 
= were mace uſe of to reconcile the Nation to Suſpenie and 
Delay. Sometimes the Diſlance of the Sani Dominions 
in the /e Indies retarded the Deciſion ot our Clauns, 
ſometimes the dilatory Diſpoſition of the Spantards, and the 
eſtabliſned Methods of their Courts“, made it 1mpoſſible to 
procure a more ſpeedy Determination. Sometimes Orders 
were diſpatched to the Veſt Indies in favour of our I rade, 
and ſometimes thoſe Orders were neglected by the Captains 
of the Span Ships, and the Governors of their Provinces ; 
and when it was inquired why thoſe Captains and Governors 
were not panithed or recalled, we were treated with Con- 

tempt, 
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* See the Debate on the Petitions, relating to the Spaniſh Depredati- 
ons, in CHANDLER's History of the Houle of Commons, Anno 6, 
Gro, II. 1732, p. 274, &c. 
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the dilatory Proceedings of the Spaniſb Courts. 

In the mean Time our Merchants were plundered, and 
our Sailors thrown into Dungeons, our Flag was inſulted, 
and our Navigation reſtrained, by Men acting under the 
Commiſſion of the King of Spain; we perceived no Effect of 
our Negociations but the Expence, and our Enemies not on- 
ly inſiſted on their former Claims, but proſecuted them with 
the utmoſt Rigour, Inſolence and Cruelty. 

© It muſt indeed, Sir, be urged in Favour of our Miniſter, 
that he did not refuſe any Act of Submiſſion, or omit any 
Method of Supplication by which he might hope to ſoften 
the Spaniards ; he ſollicited their Favour at their own 
Court, he ſent Commiſſaries into their Country, he aſſiſted 
them in taking Poſſeſſion of Dominions, to which neither 
we nor they have proved a Right ; and he employed the Na- 
tives of Britain to tranſport into /taly the Prince on whom 
the new erected Kingdom was to be conferred. 

Well might he expect that the Spaniards would be ſoften. 
ed by ſo much Kindneſs and Forbearance, and that Grati- 
tude would at length induce them to ſpare thoſe, whom uo 
Injuries or Contempt had been able to alienate from them; 
and to allow thoſe a free Courſe through the Seas of the 
W:jt Indies, to whom they had been indebred for an uninter- 
rupted Paſlage to the Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom. 

He might likewiſe urge, Sir, that when he was obliged 
to make War upon them, he was ſo tender of their Intereſt, 
that the Brit; Admiral + was ſent out with Orders rather 
to deſtroy his own Fleet than the Galleons, which, in Ap- 
pearance, he was ſent to take, and to periſh by the Incle- 
mency of the Climate, rather than enter the Spani/ Ports, 
terrify their Colonies, or plunder their Towns. 

* But to little Purpoſe, Sir, did our Miniſter implore the 
Compaſſion of the Spani/s Court, and repreſent the Services 
we had done for them ; for his Compliance was by the 
Spaniards attributed not to Kindneſs but to Fear, and 
it was ther fore determined to reduce him to abſolute Slave- 
ry, by the ſame Practices which had already ſunk him to ſo 
abject a State. 

* They therefore treated our Remonſtrances with Con- 
tempt, continued their Inſolence and their Oppreſſions; and 
while our Agent was cringing at their Court with freſh In- 
ſtructions in his Hand. while he was hurrying with buly 
Locks from one Grandee to another, and perhaps diſmiſſed 
without an Audience one Day, and ſent back in the mid{t 
of his Harangue on another, the Spaui4 Guard da Colla + 

cou 
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continued their Havock, our Merchants were ruined, and An. 17. Geo. II. 
our Sailors tortured, 1741. 

« At length, Sir, the Nation was too much inflamed t= 
be any longer amuſed with id!e Negotiations, or trifling Ex- 

ients; the Streets echoed with the Clamours of the Popu- 
lace, and this Houſe was crowded with Petitions from the 
Merchants. The honourable Perſon with all his Art found 
himſelf unable any longer to elude a Determination of this 
Affair. Thoſe whom he had hitherto perſuaded that he had 
failed merely for want of Abilities, began now to ſuſpect 
"XZ that he had no Deſire of better Succeſs ; and thoſe who had 
* hitherto chearfully merited their Penhons by an unſhaken 
"XZ Adherence to all his Meaſures, who had extolled his Wiſ- 
dom, and'his Integrity, with all the Confidence of Security, 
began now to be ſhaken by the Univerſality of the Cenſure 
brought upon them. They were aſraid any longer to aſſert 
what they neither believed themſelves, nor could perſuade 
* others to admit. The moſt Indolent were alarmed, the 
moſt Obſtinate convinced, and the moit Profligate aſhamed. 
- What now could be done, Sir, to gain a few Months, 
to ſecure a ſhort Interval of Quiet in which his Agents might 
be employed to diſſeminate ſome new Fa!fhood, bribe to his 
Party ſome new Advocates, or lull the People with the Opi- 
ate of another Expedient, with an Account of Conceflions 
from the Court of Spain, or a Congreſs to compute the 
Loſſes, and adjuſt the Claims of our Merchants ? 

Something was neceſſarily to be attempted, and Orders 
were therefore diſpatched by our Miniſter to his Agent at 
the Court of Spain, to procure ſome Stipulations that might 
= have, at leaſt, the Appearance of a Step towards putting an 
*Z End to the Diſputes between the two Nations. His Agent 
3 obey'd him with his uſual Alacrity and Addreſs, and in Time 
ſent him, for the Satisfaction of the People of Great Britain, 
the celebrated Convention *. 

© That Convention, Sir, has been fo lately diſcuſſed, is 
ſo particularly remembered, and fo univerſally condemned, 
that it would be an unjuſtifiable Waſte of Time to expatiate 
upon it. There were but few in the laſt Parliament, and 1 
hope there are none in this, who did not ſee the Meanneſs of 
ſuffering inconteitable Claims to be diſputed by Commiſſaries, 
the Injuſtice of the Demand which was made on the South- 
Sea Company, and the contemptuous Inſolence of amuſing 
us with the Shadow of a Stipulation, which was to vaniſh 
into nothing, unleſs we purchaſed a Ratification of it, by 
paying what we did not owe. 


That 


- ® See the Debate on the Convention, with the Names of the Mem» 
bers who voted Pro and Con, Anno 12, Geo, II. 1739, 
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* That Convention therefore, Sir, was ſo far from paci. 
fying, that it only exaſperated the Nation, and took from 
our Miniſter the Power of acting any longer openly in Fa- 
vour of the Spaniards; of whom it muit be confeſſed, 
that their Wiſdom was over-power'd by their Pride ; and 
that, for the Sake of ſhowing all the Powers of Europe the 
Dependance in which they held the Court of Great Britain, 
they took from their Friends the Power of ſerving them any 
longer. 

7 he Spaniards did not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh between 
the Nation and the Miniſtry of Great Britain; nor ſuſpected 
that their Intereſts, Inclinations, and Opinions were directly 
oppoſite, and that thoſe who were careſſed, feared, and re- 
verenced by the Miniſtry, were by the People hated, de- 
ipiſed, and ridiculed. 

By enſlaving our Miniſtry, they weakly imagined that 
they had conquer'd our Nation ; nor, perhaps, Sir, would 
they quickly have diſcover'd their Miſtake, had they uſed 
their Victory with greater Moderation, condeſcended to go- 
vern their new Province with leſs Vigour, and ſent us Laws 
in any other Form than that of the Convention. 

This laſt Proof of their Contempt of our Sovereign and 
our Nation, was too flagrant to be palliated, and too pub- 
lick not to be reſented. The Cries of the Nation were re- 
doubled, the Solicitations of the Merchants renewed, the 
Abſurdity of our paſt Conduct expoſed, the Meanneſs of our 
Forbearance reproach'd, and the Neceſſity of more vigorous 
Meaſures evidently proved. 

The Friends of Spain diſcovered, Sir, at length, that 
War was neceſſarily to be proclaimed, and that it would be 
no longer their Intereſt to act in open Oppoſition to Jullice 
and Reaſon, to the Policy of all Ages, and Remonitrances 
of the whole Nation. 

The Miniſter therefore, after long Delays, after having 
run round the Circle of all his Artifices, and endeavouring 
to intimidate the Nation by falſe Repreſentations of the 
Power of our Enemies, and the Danger of an Invaſion from 
them, at length ſuffered War to be proclaimed, tho” not till 
he had taken all Precautions that might diſappoint us of 
Succeſs. 

He knew that the State of the Spaniſb Dominions expo- 
ſed them, in a particular Manner, to ſudden Incurſions by 
ſmall Parties; and that in ſormer Wars againſt them, our 
chief Advantages had been gained by the Boldneſs and Sub- 
tilty of private Adventurers, who by hovering over their 
Coaſls in ſmall Veſſels, without raifing the Alarms which 
the Sight of a Royal Navy neceſſarily produces, had — 
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their Towns by Surprize, of plundering their wealthy Ships, 
or enriching themſelves by Ranſoms and Compoſitions : He 
knew that inconſiderable Bodies of Men, incited by private 
Advantage, ſelected with Care for particular Expeditions, 
inſtructed by ſecret Intelligence, and conceal'd by the Small- 
neſs of their Numbers, had found Means to march up into 
the Country thro' Ways which would never have been at- 
tempted by regular Forces, and have brought upon the Spa- 
riards more Terror and Diſtreſs than could have been produ- 
ced by a powerful Army, however carefully diſciplined, or 
ſkilfully commanded, 

* It was therefore, Sir, his firſt Care to ſecure his darling 
Spaniards from the pernicions Deſigns of private Adventur- 
ers; he knew not but ſome of Queen E/izab:th's Heroes 
might unfortunately revive, and terrify witi an unexpected 
Invaſion the remoteſt Corners of the Spar; Colonics, or 
appear before their Ports, and bid Defiance to their Navies 
and their Garrifons. When therefore a Bill!“ was brought 
into this Houſe, by which Encouragement was given to the 
Subjects of this Kingdom to fit out Privateers, and by which 
thoſe who ſhould conquer any of the Colonies of the Ypari- 
ards, were confirmed in the Poſſeſſion of them for ever, it 
cannot be forgotten with what Zcal he oppoled, and with 
what Steadineſs he rejected it, tho? it is not poſſible to aſ- 
gn any Diſadvantage which could have been produced by 
paſſing it, and the utmoſt that could be urged againit it was, 
that it was unneceſſary and uſeleſs. 

* Having thus diſcouraged that Method of War which 
was moſt to be dreaded by our Enemies, and left them lit- 
tle to fear but from National Forces and publick Prepara- 
tions, his next Care was to ſecure them from any deſtructive 
Blow, by giving them Time to equip their Fleets, collect 
their Forces, repair their Fortifications, garriſon their Towns, 
and regulate their Trade ; for this Purpoſe he delay'd, as 
long as it was poſſible, the Diſpatch of our Navies, em- 
barraſſed our Levies of Sailors by the Violence of Impreſſes; 
Violence which proper Encouragement and Regulations 
might have made unneceſſary ; and ſuffered the Privateers 
of the Enemy, to plunder our Merchants without Controul, 
under Pretence that Ships of War couid not be ſtationed, 
nor Convoys provided for their Protection. 

At length ſeveral Fleets were fitted out, /ern9n was ſent 
to the Weſt-Indies, and Haddock into the Mediterranean; 
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tion them at this Time, had I not been called upon to it 


AUT by a Propoſal of Thanks for the Conduct of the War. 


* 'The Behaviour of the two Admirals was very different; 
tho” it has not yet appeared but that their Orders were the 
ſame. Vernon with fix Ships deſtroy'd thoſe Fortifications, 
before which Hofcer's formerly periſh'd in Obedience to the 
Commands of our Miniſtry. How this Succets was received 
by the Miniſter and his Adherents, how much they were 
offended at the Exultations of the Populace, how evidently 
they appeared to conſider it as a Breach of their pacifick 
Scheme, the whole Nation will teſtify. 

Nor is it to be forgotten, Sir, how invidiouſly the Mi. 
niſter himſelf endeavour'd to extenuate the Honour of that 
Action, by attempting in the Addreſs which was on that 
Occaſion preſented to his Majeſty, to ſuppreſs mentioning 
the Number of Ships with which that gallant Admiral at- 
chiev'd 1t. 

In the mean Time, Sir, the Nation expected Accounts 
of the ſame Kind from the Mediterranean, where Hadd:ch 
was ſtationed with a very confiderable Force ; but inſtead 
of Relations of Ports b»mbarded, and of Navies deltroyed, 
we were daily informed of the Loſſes of our Merchant; 
whoſe Ships were taken almoſt within Sight of his Squi- 
drons. 

We had indeed once the Satisſaction of hearing that 
the Spani/ Fleet was confined in the Port of Cadiz, defti- 
tute of Proviſions ; and it was even reported that they 
would either be deſtroy'd in that Harbour, or ſhut up, 
till the Want of Neceſſaries ſhould oblige them to diſband 
their Crews, 

* We therefore, Sir, bore with Patience the daily Havock 
of our Trade in Expectation of the entire Deſtruction of the 
Royal Navy of Spain, which would have compell'd them to 
implore a Peace. But while we were flattering ourſelves 
with thoſe pleaſing Dreams, we were wakened with an 
aſtoniſhing Account that the Spaniards had left Cade, 
and without any Interruption from the Br::;/ Fleet, were 
taking in Proviſions at Ferrol. 

Even this Diſappointment did not deprive us of Hope, 
we know that the molt politic are ſometimes deceived, anc 
the moſt vigilant may be ſurpriz'd ; we did not expect in 
our Commanders any Exemption from human Frailties, anc 
required only that they ſhould endeavour to correct thei! 
Mittakes ; and therefore waited with Patience, in Expec- 
tation that what was neglected at Cadis would be eftected 
at Ferrol, 
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* But no ſooner, Sir, had the Spaniards ſtored their An. 13. Geo. It. 
Fleet, than we were ſurpriſed with a Revolution of Affairs 1741. 

yet more wonderful. Haddock inſtead of remaining before 
Ferrol, was drawn off by ſome chimerical Alarm to protect 

Minorca, and the Spaniards in the mean Time failed away 

to the Weſt Indies in Conjunction with the French Squadron 

that had been for ſome 'I'ime ready for the Voyage. 

If we conſider the Abſurdity of this Conduct, it can- 
not but be imagined that our Miniſter muſt ſend Haddock 
falſe Intelligence or treacherous Directions, on Purpole that 
the Span;h Fleet might eſcape without Interruption. For 
> how can it be conceived that the Spaniards could have 
formed any real Deſign of beſieging Port Mahon? Was it 
"> probable that they would have ſent an Army in defenceleſs 

Z Tranſports, into the Jaws of the Br:7if Fleet? and it was 
well known that they had no Ships of War to protect them. 
It was not conſiſtent even with common Policy to land an 
Army upon an Iſland, an Iſland wholly deſtitute of Provi- 
ſions for their Support, while an holtile Navy was in Poſ- 

* ſeſſion of the Sea, and capable of ſupplying their Troops 
with Neceſſaries, and their Garriſon with new Forces, 
while the Sper; Army would be itſelf ſhut up in a barren 
Iſland, without Proviſions, without Recraits, without Hope 
of Succour, or Poſlibility of Succeſs. 

* But ſuch was the Solicitude of our Admiral for the 
Preſervation of Minorca, that he abandoned his Station, 
and ſuffered the Spaniards to join their French Confederates, 
and proſecute their Voyage to the Ye/t-1ndies unmoleſted. 

In the Weſt Indies they remained for ſome time Maſters 
of the Sea, and confined Vernon to the Ports; but happily 
for us, Want of Proviſions obliging the French to return, 
uo Invaſion of our Colonies was attempted which we had 
# Reaſon to have apprehended. 

The Spaniards however gained by this Expedient Time 
to repair their Fortifications, ſtrengthen their Garriſons, 
and diſpoſe their Forces in the moſt advantageous Mauner ; 
and therefore, tho" they were not enabled to attack our 
Colonies, had at leaſt an Opportunity of ſecuring their 
own. 

At length, Sir, leſt all the World ſhould be convinced 
that our Miniſter was in Confederacy with the Spaniards, 
it was determined, that their Territories in the Weſt Indies 
ſaould be invaded, but Care was taken to diſappoint the 
Succeſs of the Expedition by employing raw T'roops, and 
unexperienc'd Officerz, That by increaſing the Number 
of Officers on the Eftabliſhment, he might render the War 
1741 2 
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and multiply the Dependants in the Miniſtry. 

* But not content with favouring the Deſigns of the Spa- 
niards, by the Delay which the Levy of new Troops ne- 
ceſſarily produced, and encouraging them by the Probability 
of an eaſy Reſiſtance againſt raw Forces; the Nation was 
not, in the Opinion of the Miniſter, puniſhed ſufficiently 
for its Rebellion againſt him, by being condemned to ſup- 
port a double Number of "Troops. Some other Methods 
were to be uſed for protracting the War. 

* 'The Troops, therefore, Sir, being by the Accident of 
a hard Winter more ſpeedily raiſed than it was reaſonable 
to expect, were detained in this Iſland for ſeveral Months, 
upon trivial Pretences ; and were at length ſuffered to em- 
bark at a Time when it was well known that they would 
have much more formidable Enemies than the Spaniard: to 
encounter; when the unhealthy Seaſon of the Ve Indian 
Climate, muſt neceſſarily deſtroy them by "Thouſands. 

© Theſe were the Hardſhips to which Part of our Fel- 
lo- Subjects have been expoſed by the Tyranny of the Mi- 
niſter ; Hardſhips which Caution could not obviate, nur 
Bravery ſurmount ; they were ſent to combat with Nature, 
and to make War againſt the Elements. 

* In the Paſſage the General * died, and the Command 
devolved upon a Man who had never ſeen an Enemy, and 
was therefore only a ſpeculative Warriour ; an Accident, 
which as it was not unlikely to happen, would have been 
provided againſt by any Miniſter who wiſhed for Succeſs. 
The melancholy Event of this Expedition, I need not men- 
tion, it was ſuch as might be reaſonably expected; when 
our Troops were ſent out without Diſcipline, without Com- 
manders, into a Country where even the Dews are fatal, 
againſt Enemies informed of their Approach, ſecured by 
Fortifications, inured to the Climate, and wel! diſciplin'd. 

* In the mean Time, Sir, it is not to be forgotten what 
Depredations were made upon our trading Veſſels, with 
what Inſolence Ships of very little Force approached our 
Coaſts, and ſeized our Merchants in Sight of our Fortifica- 
tions; it is not to be forgotten that the Conduct of ſome 
of thoſe who owed their Revenues and Power to the Mini 
iter, gave yet ſtronger Proofs of a Combination. 

* It is not to be forgotten with what Effrontery the 
Loſſes of our Merchants were ridiculed, with what con- 
temptuous Triumph of Revenge they were charged with 
the Guilt of this fatal War, and how publickly they were 
condemncd to ſuſſer for their Folly. 


For 
Lord Cathcart, 
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curity of Convoys, or forſaken in the moſt dangerous Parts 
of the Sea, by thoſe to whoſe Protection they were, in Ap- 
rance committed. For this Reaſon, they were either 
hindered from engaging in their Voyage by the Loſs of 
thoſe Men who were detained unactive in the Ships of 
War, or deprived of their Crews upon the high Seas, or 
ſuffered to proceed only to become a Prey to the Spaniard. 
But it was not, Sir, a ſufficient Gratification of our im- 
placable Miniſter, that the Merchants were didreſſed for 
alarming the Nation, it was thought likewiſe neceſlary to 
puniſh the People for believing too eaſily the Reports of the 
Merchants, and to warn them for ever againit daring to ima- 
gine themſelves able to diſcern their own Intereit, or to pre- 
{cribe other Meaſures to the Miniſters, than they ſhould be 
themſelves inclin'd to purſue ; our Miniſter was reſolv'd to 
* ſhow them, by a Maſter-ſtroke, that it was in his Power to 
+ diſappoint their Defires by ſeeming to comply, and to 
= deſtroy their Commerce and. their Happineſs by the very 
Means, by which they hoped to ſecure them. 
5 For this Purpoſe, Sir, did this great Man ſummon 
all his Politicks together, and call to Council all his Con- 
hdents and all his Dependents, and it was at length 
determined by their united Wiſdom, to put more 
Ships into Commiſſion, to aggravate the Terrors of 
the Impreſs by new Severity, to draw the Sailors by the Pro- 
miſe of large Rewards from the Service of the Merchants, to 
collect a mighty Fleet, aud to diſpatch it on a fecre? Expe- 
dition. 
A A ſecret Expedition, Sir, is a new Term of Miniſterial 
Art, a Term which may have been, perhaps, formerly made 
Uſe of by Soldiers for a Deſign to be executed without piv- 
ing the Enemy an Opportunity of providing for their De- 
fence, but is now uſed for a Deſign with which the Enemy 
is better acquainted, than thoſe to whom the Execution of 
it is committed. A ſecret Expedition is now an Expedition 
of which every one knows the Deſign, but thoſe at whoſe 
Expence it is undertaken. It is a Kind of naval Review, 
which excels thoſe of the Park in Magnificence and Expence, 
but is equally uſeleſs and ridiculous, 
* Upon theſe ſecret Expeditions, however, were fixed for 
a long Time the Expectations of the People: they ſaw all 


7 the Appearances of Preparation for a real War, they were 


informed that the Workmen in the Docks were retained by 
= uncommon Wages to do double Duty; they ſaw the moſt 
ſpecious Encouragements offered to the Sailors: they faw 


& Naval Stores accumulated with the utmoſt Induſtry ; heard 
+ of 


For this Reaſon, Sir, they were either denied the Se- An. 15. Geo, 11, 
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Sir R. Walpole. 


tracts for Proviſions, and how much Reaſon ſoever they had 

to queſtion the Sincerity of the great Man who had ſo long 

engtoſſed the Management of all Affairs, they did not ima- 

gine he was yet ſo abandon'd to levy Forces only to exhauſt 

— Money, and equip Fleets only to expoſe them to Ri: 
icule. 

When therefore, Sir, after the uſual Delays, the News. 
Papers had informed the People that the great Fleet was fail- 
ed, they no longer doubted that the Spaniards were to be re- 
duced to our own Terms; they expected to be told, in a few 
Days, of the Deſtruction of Fleets, the Demolition of 
Caſtles, and every one envy'd the Fortune of thoſe, who, by 
being employed in their formidable Fleet, were entitled to 
the Treaſures of ſuch wealthy Enemies. 

* When they had for ſome Time indulged theſe Expec- 
tations, an Account was brought that the Fleet was return'd 


without the leaſt Action, or the leaſt Attempt, and that new F 


Proviſions were to be taken in, that they might ſet out upon 
another ſecret Expedition. 
* But, Sir, this Wonder-working Term had now loſt it; 


Efficacy, and it was diſcovered that ſecret Expeditions, like 
all other ſecret Services, were only Expedients to drain the Þ* 


Money of the Pcople, and to conceal the Ignorance, or 
worle Qualities of the Miniſter. 

Such has been the Conduct for which we are deſired to 
return Thanks in an humble and dutiful Addreſs ; ſuch are 
the Tranſactions which we are to recommend to the Appro- 
bation of our Conſtituents, and ſuch the Triumphs upon 
which we muſt congratulate our Sovereign. 

For my Part, Sir, I cannot but think that Silence is 
too gentle a Cenſure for that Wickedneſs which no Language 
has yet provided a Name for. Murder, Parricide, and Trea- 
ſon are modeſt Appellations, when compared with that Con- 
duct by which a King is betrayed, and a Nation ruined, 
under Pretence of promoting its Intereſt, by a Man truſted 
with the Adminittration of publick Affairs. 

* Let us therefore, Sir, if it be thought improper to lay 
before his Majeſty the Sentiments of his People in their full 
Extent, at leait not endeavour to conceal them from him; 
let us at leaſt addreſs him in ſuch a Manner, as may give him 
ſome Occaſion to enquire into the late Tranſactions, which 
have for many Years been ſuch, that to even but know them 
is to condemn them. 


* Hereupon Sir Rebert Walpole ſtood up, and ſpoke as 
follows: 
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Sir, 

Tho' I am far from being either confounded or inti- 
midated by this heavy Charge, tho' I am confident that all 
the Meaſures ſo clamorouſly cenſured, will admit of a very 


s eaſy Vindication, and that whenever they are explained they 


will be approved; yet as an Accuſation ſo complicated can- 


not be refuted, without a long Recapitulation of paſt Events, 
and a Deduction of many particular Circumſtances, ſome 
of which may require Evidence, and ſome a very minute 


Explication, I cannot think this a proper Day for engaging 


1 in a Controverſy, which it is my Intereſt ſhould be thorough- 
ly diſcuſſed. 


At preſent, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with bare Aſſerti- 


ons like thoſe by which I am accuſed, and hope they will 
not be heard with leſs Attention, or received with leſs Cre- 
= dit. For ſurely it was never denied to any Man to defend 
* himſelf with the ſame Weapons with which he is attacked. 

Z I ſhall therefore, Sir, make no Scruple to aſſert, that the 

* Treaſure of the Publick has been employed with the utmoſt 
2 Frugality, to promote the Purpoſes for which it was granted 
that our Foreign Affairs have been tranſacted with the utmoſt 
= TFidelity, in Purſuance of long Conſultations, and ſhall ven- 


ture to add that our Succeſs has not been ſuch as ought to 


produce any Suſpicion of Negligence or 'Ireachery. 


That our Deſign againſt Carthagena was defeated, can- 
not be denied, but what War has been one continued Series 


of Succeſs? In the late War with France, of which the 


Conduct has been fo laviſhly celebrated, did no Deſigus mil- 


carry? If we conquer'd at Ramelies, were we not in our 
Turn beaten at A/manza ? If we deſtroyed the French Ships, 
* was it not always with ſome Loſs of our own? And ſince 


the Sufferings of our Merchants have been mentioned with 
ſo much Acrimony, do not the Liſts of Ships taken in that 


War, prove that the Depredations of Privateers cannot be 
= entirely prevented ? 


The Diſappointment, Sir, of the publick Expectation 


4 by the Return of the Fleets, has been charged upon the 


Adminiſtration, as a Crime too enormous to be mentioned 


without Horror and Deteſtation. That the Miniſtry have 
= not the Elements in their Power, that they do not preſcribe 


the Courſe of the Wind, is a ſufficient Proof of their Ne- 


& gligence and Weakneſs ; with as much Juſtice is it charged 
upon them, that the Expectations of the Populace, which 
= they did not raiſe, and to which perhaps the Conqueſt of a 
Kingdom had not been equal, failed of being gratified. 


* I am very far from hoping or deſiring that the Houſe 


8 ſhould be ſatisſied with a Defence like this; I know, by ob- 


ſerving 


An. 15, Geo. II. 
1741. 


— =mmnd 


( 48 ) 
An. 15. Geo, II. ſerving the Practice of the Opponents of the Miniſtry, what 
1741. Fallacies may be concealed in general Aſſertions, and am ſo 
rx from wiſhing to evade a more ſtrict Inquiry, that if the 
Gentleman who has thus publickly and confidently accuſed 
the Miniſtry, will name a Day for inquiring into the State 
of the Nation, I will ſecond his Motion.” 


An Addreſs a» The Clauſe for returning Thanks to his Majeſty for the 
grecd on, Conduct of the War againſt Spain, being given up without a 
Diviſion, a Committee was appointed to draw up an Ad- 
dreſs of Thanks. 
A Day appointed Then Mr Pulteney flood up, and mov'd for appointing 
— 1 a Day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of 
SIDE the whole Houſe to conſider of the State of the Nation, and 
Sir Robert Walpole (according as he had declared he would) 
immediately ſeconded that Motion ; whereupon it was agreed, 
Nem. Con. that the 2 1ſt Day of January be appointed for 
that Purpoſe. 
On the gth Mr Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that in 
Obedience to the Commands of the Houſe the laſt Seſſion, 
he had tranſmitted to Vice- Admiral Vernon their Thanks for 
his Services co his King and Country in the Weſt. Indies, and 
that he had received from the ſaid Admiral an Anſwer a: 


follows : 
IX, 
Admiral Ver- HE ſingular Honour done me in being thought deſerv- 
non's Anſu er to ins F the unanimous Thanks of the Houſe of Con- 


the Thanks of n for my Endeavours to diſcharge my Duty to his Majeſty 
brag oh Foe in theſe Seas, is what I cannot find Words ſufficiently to tx: 
Wen ladies. preſs my grateful Senſeof ; but I ſhall ever retain a juſt At 
knowledgment of the great Honour done me by the Houſe, i 
their Approbation of my Services to his Majeſty and my Coun: 
try, and thinking them deſerving of their Notice in this fi 
blick Manner. 

As the publick Approbation of /o guguſt an Aſſembly is the 
higheſt Honour a Subject can receive, I muſt! beg the Faw 
of you, Sir, to aſſure the Houſe, that a grateful Senſe of i. 
vill never be effaced out of my Memory; and that I G 
endeavour, in all my future Conduct, by a continual Diligence, 
and faithful Diſcharge of my Duty to his Majeſty in the E. 
ecution of his Orders for the Honour of the Crown, and Se. 
vice of my- Country, to fludy to preſerve the Continuance !/ 
their Efleem. Tam;S1R, 


Your molt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


E. VERNON. 
Ther 
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Then Mr Henry Arthur Herbert reported from the Com- An. 15. Geo. II. 

mittee their Addreſs to his Majelty, which was read and agreed 1741. 
to by the Houſe, Nem. Con. and 1s as follows: 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


« E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 2 9 
0 Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- Thanks Fs the 


* bled, beg Leave to congratulate your Majeſty, upon your King's Speech, 
« ſafe and happy Return to theſe your Kingdoms, and to re- 
turn our fincere Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne; and at the ſame "Time, with Hearts 
full of Duty and Gratitude, cannot but acknowledge 
your Majeity's Regard and Attention to the Honour and 
* Interelt of this Nation. 

© 'The great and impending Dangers that threaten Europe, 
* under the preſent critical and perplex'd Situation of Af- 
fairs, have been repreſented by your Majeſty to your Par- 
* liament, for their Advice and Aſſiſtance, with ſuch pater- 
nal Concern, and ſuch Affection to your People, ſuch Con- 
* fidence in your faithful Commons, and ſuch Anxiety for 
* the general Good of Europe, as cannot fail to excite in us 
* due Senſe of your Majelty's Goodneſs and Condeſcenſi- 
© on; and therefore we aſſure your Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt 
© Manner, that this Houle will, as often as theſe momen- 
tous Affairs ſhall come under our Conſideration, give your 
* Majeſty ſuch Advice, as becomes dutiful and faithful 
Subjects, and ſuch Aſſiſtance and Support, as ſhall be moſt 
© conducive to the Honour and true Intereſt of your Crown 
* and Kingdoms. 

* And in order to anſwer theſe neceſſary Purpoſes, we 
* will grant ſuch effectual Supplies, as ſhall enable your Ma- 
* jeſty, not only to be in Readineſs to ſupport your Friends 
* and Allies, at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, as the 
* Exigency and Circumſtances of Affairs ſhall require, but 
* to oppoſe and defeat any Attempts that ſhall be made 
* againſt your Majeſty, your Crown and Kingdoms, or 
* againſt thoſe, who, being equally engaged w.th your Ma- 
* jeſty by the Faith of Treaties, or united by common In- 
* tereſt and common Danger, ſhall be willing to concert 
* ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall be found neceſſary and cxpedient 
* for maintaining the Balance of Europe. 


a Petition of ſeveral Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of the 2 an 
ity and Liberty of Weſtminſter *, complaining of an undue d ene 
Election and Return for the ſaid City and Liberty, was or- * 
dered to be heard at the Bar. 
Vol. XIII H Then 
® Sec the Account of that _EleGiion, p. 14. 


6500 
An. 15. Geo, 11, Then a Petition of John Robins, Mayor of Boſſiney “, Oc. 
1741. in Cornavall, [$:e p. z.] was read, complaining of an undue 
Lou Return for the {aid Borough, in Purſuance whereof ſeveral 
Petition for Bot- Perſons were ordered to attend the Houſe. 


_— On the 10th the Houſe waited on the King with their 
Addreſs, to which his Majeſty return'd the following An- 
{wer : | | 
Gentlemen, 
The King's An-“ T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
ſwer to the Ad-“ dreſs; and for the Aſſurances you have given me at 
arels, * this critical and important Conjuncture. 


I ſhall always have the greateſt Regard to the Advice of 
* my Parliament; and I make no doubt but you will act 
* therein in ſuch Manner, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the 
Honour and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdoms, and 
give me your Support and Aſſiſtance in carrying on ſuch 
** Meaſures, as ſhall be judged to be neceſſary and expe- 
dient.“ 


Petition for An. Dec. 11. A Petition of Major Gen. Auſtruther, and of the 
ſtruther, &, Magiſtrates and Town Council of Anuſbruther-Meſter, Anſtru- 


ther-Eafter, and of Kilrenny, complaining of an undue Election 


and Return for the Burghs of An/lruther-Wefter, & c. was 
ordered to be heard at the Bar on the ſecond of Feb. 


A Petition of the Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eſq; 


For the Shire of and alſo of Sir Jen Sinclair, Bart. complaining of an 


Berwick undue Election and double Return for the Shire of Berwick, 


was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 19th of Jar. 
A Petition of Aſgernom Earl of Montrath, and George 


| Berkel:y, Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Re- 
ror Hedon, turn for Heden, was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 


16th of Feb. 


A Petition of Alexander Hume and John Frederick, Eſqrs. 


For Chippenham. complaining of an undue Election and Return for Chippenham 

[See p. 4.] was ordered to be heard at the Bar the 2>th of Jan. 

As alto a Petition of John Hylton, Eſq; complaining 

And Carliſle, of an undue EleQtion and Return for Carliſſe, [See p. 4. 
to be heard at the Bar the 26th of Jar. 

The 


* Doſliney is a ſmall Village, which, with another little Hamlet cal” 
led Trevena, lie in the Pariſh of Tintagil, and, together, make on* 
Borough. It was impriviledged by Richard Earl of Cornwall, Brother to 
Kirg Henry II. who granted, © Quod Burens noſter de Tyatajoil fit liber 
Bareus.* Ihe fick Return cf Members to be met with is in the Time of 
King Edward VI. Here are two Leets annually ; the firſt Monday after 
Faſter Scilions, and the other in October. Number of EleQors about 
25, which are limited to the Freeholders within the Borough, admitted 
by the Grand Jury at one of the Lects, „ 
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'(-$15) 
The Clerk of the Crown attending with the Return for An. 15. Geo. II. 
Bo/jiney, after an Examination of divers Witneſſes, the In- 1741. 
denture of Return, whereby John Sabine and Chriſtopher Www Wed 
Tower, Eſqrs. are return'd Burgeſſes to ſerve for the ſaid 

Borough, ſign'd by Jen Robins, and ſubſcribed with the proceedings on 
Names of Thirteen other Perſons, as free Burgeſſes of the the Election ſor 
ſaid Borough, was read: Then Mr Foſter, one of the ſitting Boſlincy. 
Members, being preſent, withdrew, and it was reſolved, by 

222 Voices againſt 216, that the Clerk of the Crown do 

take off the File the Indenture of Return, ſigned by Pasto 
Hoskin, the ſame not being ſigned by the proper returning 
Officer ; and that he do annex to the Writ the Indenture 

of Return, ſigned by 7 Robins, he being the proper re- 
turning Officer of the ſaid Borough. It was, nevertheleſs, 
order'd that Thomas Fofter and Richard Liddel, Eſqrs. be at 
Liberty to petition the Houſe touching the Election ſor 

the ſaid Borough, within Fourteen Days. 

A Petition of the ſeveral Freeholders of the County of 
Denbigh, and alſo of Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, Bart. com- pettjon for Den- 
plaining of an undue Election and Return for the ſaid Coun- highthire, 
ty, was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 4th of Fes. 
on a Diviſion, 202 Voices againſt 193. 

A Petition of Hugh Barlow *, Eiq; complaining of an por Haverford- 
undue Election and Return for Hawerford Weſt [See p.6.). Wett. 

Alſo of Charles Cotes, Eſq; for Tamworth +, were ſeverally pg; Tamworth, 
referred to the Committee of Elections. | 

A Petition of Job M*Kye, and of the Hen. James Car- 
michael, Eiq; ſeverally complaining of an undue Election por Peebles, &c, 
and double Return for the Boroughs of Peebles, Oc. were or- g 
dered to be heard at the Bar on the 25th of Jar. 

A Petition of James Fall Merchant, and of Sir Heab 
Dalrymple, Bar. and alſo of the Magiſtrates and Town . 
Council of Haadington, North- Berwick, and Lauder, com- For Haddington, 
plaining of an undue Election and double Return for the“ 
Boroughs of Dunbar, North- Berwick, &c. was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 

A Petition of W7/liam Sclater, Eſq; one of the preſiding And for Milborn-— 
capital Bailiffs of Milborne Port, [ee p. S.] alſo of Micbacl“ort, &c. 

1741, H 2 Harvey 


* On the 4th of July, 1715, it was reſolved that the Proceeding of 
the Mayor and Common-Council of the Town of Haverford-Weſt, in 
making Burgeſſes, without the Conſent of the Commonihy, was illegal, 
and contrary to the Rights of the ſaid Town ; and that the Burreſles ſo 
pretended to be made, have not thereby acquired any Right of voting in 
any future Elections. 


N + On the 17th of March 1698, the Right of Econ v ue lart d 0 
de in the Inhabitants paying Scot and Lot, and in fuck as have Frechen 
within the Borough, whether reſident or not. 


(83:1 
An. 15. Geo, II. Harvey and William Thompſon, Eſqrs. complaining of an 
1741. undue Election and Return for Mi/borne Port“, was ordered 
to be heard at the Bar on the 23d of Jan. 

Petition for the Dec. 15. A Petition of Alexander Bruce, Eſq; complain. 
Shire of Kinrofs, ing of an undue Election and Return for the Shire of Karo : 
Alſo of Charles Gray and Samuel Sawvill, Eſqrs. tor 

For Colcheſter, Colebefter +, [See p. 4.) 
ber N Likewiſe of William Carr and Matthew Ridley, Eſqrs. 
4 * for Neweaftle upon Tyne, [See p. 8.] were ſeverally reſerred 

en nenen to the Committee of Elections. 
A Petition of Thomas Philips, Gent. late Mayor, and ſe- 
For Pembroke, Veral other Burgeſſes of Viſſon I in the County of Penbrobe, 
and alſo of Rawizigh Manſel, Eſq; complaining of an un- 
due Election and Return for the Borough of Pembroke, were 
ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 6th of Feb. 
A Petition of Sir Robert Mauro, Bart. complaining of an 
For Dornock,&c, undue Election and Return for the Burghs of Dornock, Kirk- 
wall, c. was ordered to be heard at the Bar the firſt of 
March. 
A Petition of ſeveral Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freehol- 
K Cardi- gers of the County of Cardigan, and alſo of Thomas Powell, 
Es Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 
faid County, was referred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr Francis Fans reported from the Committee of Supply, 
that it was the Opinion of that Committee, that a Supply 
be granted to his Majefly, which was agreed to, Nem. Con. 
: Then it was ordered that an Eſtimate of the Navy, with 
Sag or on the Half Pay of the Officers of the Navy and Marines: 
aP. Alſo of the Charge for Guards and Garriſons, and other 
Land Forces and Marines: Likewiſe of the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service : And that a Liſt of 
the Regimental and, Warrant Officers, who are to be in 
Half pay, with an Eſtimate of the Charge of the Out - Pen- 


ſioners of Chelſea Hoipital, all for the Year 1742, be laid be · 
fore 


® On the $th of Dec. 1702, the Right of Election for this Borough 
was declared to be only in the Capital Bailifts, and their Deputies, in the 
Commonalty, Stewards, and the Inhabitants thereof, paying Scot and 
Lot. 

+ On the 28th of March, 1696, it was reported from the Committee 
ot Privileges and Elections, That the Right of Election was in the fworn 
Burgeltes, not receiving Alms. On the 27th of jan. 1710, it was reſolv- 
ed, that the Mayor cannot make Foreigners free without Conſent of tlie 
Majority of the Aldermen ard Common Council: And on the 6th of May, 
1714, it was farther retotvei, that the Right of making Foreigners 
Freemen, not having a Right thereto by Birth or Service, is in the 
Nia vor and free Burgeites in Common- Hall aſſembled. 

ft On the 23d of February, 171i, it was reſolved, that the Maycr 
and Purgeſtes of Wiſton have a Right to vote for a Member for the Bo- 
10ugh of Pembroke, 
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Fore the Houſe : Alſo that an Account of Services incurred, An, 15. Geo. II. 
and not provided for by Parliament: An Account, ſhewing 1741. 
the Monies ariſen within the reſpective half Years, ending 

at Lady-day and Michaelmas laſt, as well of the Surplus of 

the aggregate Fund, as of the Surplus of the South-Sea 

Fund ; as alſo of the Surplus of the General Fund ; With 

an Account, ſhewing how the Monies given for the Year 

1741, have been diſpoſed of, diſtinguiſhed under the ſeveral 

Heads, be laid before the Houſe: And it was reſolved that 

an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to lay before the 

Houſe the ſaid Eſtimates, Liſts, and Accounts. 

Then the Houſe proceeded to the hearing of the Matter Proceedings on 
of the Petition, complaining of an undue Election and Re- the Weſtmünſter 
turn for the City of Weſtminſter ; [See p. 11.] and, after Election. 
hearing Counſel, and the laſt Determination of the Houle, 


: concerning the Right of electing Citizens to ſerve for the 


ſaid City, made the 1;th of Nowember 1680, when the 


XZ Houſe reſolved, That the King's menial Servants, not hay- 


ing proper Houſes of their own within the City of Veſtmix- 


er, have not a Right to give Voices in the Election of Ci- 


* tizens to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid City, was alſo read 
And the ſtanding Order + of the Houſe, made the 16th of 
January, 1735, for reſtraining the Counſel at the Bar of 
this Houſe, or before the Committee of Privileges and Elec- 


3 tions, from offering Evidence, touching the Legality of 


Votes for Members to ſerve in Parliament for any County, 


Shire, City, Borough, Cinque Port, or Place, contrary to 


the lat Determination in the Houſe of Commons, was allo 
© read, and the Counſel for the Petitioners were heard; and 


} having examined ſeveral Witneſſes, the farther hearing of 


that Matter was adjourned. 
Dec. 16. A Petition of Gen. James Campbell, complaining Petition for the 


J of an undue Election and Return for the Shire of Air: Shire of Air. 


Alſo of George Mackenzze, Eſq; for the Shire of Cromarty : For Cromarty, 
Likewiſe of Patrick Dunbar, Eſq; for the Shire of Caithneſi: For Caithneſs, 
And another of Richard Williams, Eſq; for the ſeveral Bo- And for the 


roughs of Flint“, Rhydland, Overton, Caerwys, and Caer- 8 of Flint, 


* FREE 


XC. 
Alſo 
+ See Mr Bramſton*s Motion for this Order in Chandler's Hiſtory, 


; ; Anno 8 Geo. 2. p. 94. 


* On the 21 of May, 1728, the Right of Election was dechred to 


1 be in the Inhabitants of the Five Boroughs above recited, paying Scot 
ad Lot: And that the Inhabitants of Knolton and Overton- Foreign, 


varing Scot and Lot in the Pariſh of Overton, have a Right to vote at 
the ſaid Election; but on the 5th of April, 1737, a Motion being made 
chat the Inhabitants of the ſaid Five Borouzhs, mcluding Knolton and 
\ Overton-Foreign, renting Lands or Tencments, for which the Landlor.« 


thereof only pay Scot and Lot, have a Right to vote at the ſaid Election; 
che previous Queſtion being put, that that Queſtion be then put, 


* 
2 
7 _ 


WP! palled in the Negative, 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Alſo a Petition of the Hon. George Mackay, Eſq; for the 


1741. Shire of Sutherland F, were ſeverally referred to the Commit. 
ITE tee of Elections: But a Motion' was made, and the Queſtion 
1 being put, that it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee, 
land: that they do hear the Matter of the laſt mention d Petition 
the toth of February; It paſſed in the Negative. 
Then a Petition of Matthew Boucherett, Eſq; complaining 
For Grim:by. of an undue Election and Return for Great Grimsby, [See p. C. 
Of John Clawering, iq; and of the Lord Viſcount Gl: 
norchy, for“ Penryn, [See p. 9. 
For Aberdeen, And of Alexander Udney, Eiq; tur the Boroughs of Aberdety, 
&c. Inverbervie, &c. were ſeverully referred to the Committee of 
7 Elections; But it was ordered, That the Committee do hear 
the Matter of the laſt mention'd Petition on the 24th of Feb. 
A Petition of CHa les Gore, and alſo of Welbore Ellis 
For Cricklade, Eſquires, were ſeverally read, complaining of an undue 
Election and Double Return for Cricklade ; whereupon it 
was ordered that the Clerk of the Crown do attend the Houle 
the next Morning with the Return for the ſaid Borough. 
For Pembroke- A Petition of 7% Symmons, Eſq; complaining of an 
ſhire, undue Election and Return for the County of Penbrole. 
For Carmarthen, Of Griffith Philipps, iq; for the County Borough of Car. 
marthen J, [See p. 4.] 
For Radnorſhire, Of Roderick Guynne,Hiq;for the County of Radnor, [ Sec pig 
For Ponbigh,&&c, Of Arthur Trevor, Eſq; for the ſeveral Boroughs of Der 
For the Shire of bigh, Ruthyn, and Holt, [ See P. 5 ] 
Dumirics. Of Matthew Sharp, Eſq; for the Shire of Dumfrets || : 
g's _ Gram- Of Thomas Hales and Thomas Trefufis, Eſquires, for Gran- 
: | pound 


& On the 25th of Feb, 1722, it was reſolv'd, That the Right of Elec- 
tion is in the Heritors, Feuats, Wadletters, and Life-Renters, poſſeſ“ 
of Lands in the ſaid Shire, whether holding of the Crown or a Subject. 

Ihe firſt Return of Members for this Borough was in the Reign ct 
Queen Mary. There is a Mayor, eight Aldermen and twelve Aſſiſtants; 
the Number of Electors about 140, being Inhabitants paying Scot an! 
Lot. King james II. granted them a new Charter, which veſted th: 
Ele&tion of Members in the Magiſtracy only; but they refuſed to mk? 

* Ule of it. | 
I On the 224 of Feb. 1695, it was reported from the Committee c 

Elections, that the Riglit of Election appeared to be in the Frecholder, 
Copy holders, and Leateholders, for not leſs than three Years. 

1 On the 19th of March, 1727, it was reſolved, that the Right © 
Election is in the Burgeſſes of the ſaid Borough; and en the 23d follow- 
ing, that the Execution «f the Writ for electing a Burgeſs, and the mak 
ing a Return thereof, are in the two Sherifis of the ſaid Borough jointly. 

On the 13th of February, 1710, the Queſtion being put, that He- 
mer Maxwell, and Others, who were mfett ot an Eftate, redeemable upon 
the paying a Roſe- Noble, had a Right to vote in the Election of Comm 
ſioner for the Shire of Dumtries, it pailed in the Negative. -- On the 221 
of Feb. 1710, the Queſtion being put, that Abraham Crichton (being? 
Husband of an apparent Reirets, who was not infeft) had a Right to 
in the Election ot a Commuoner tor tlie Shure of Dumfries, it poſic!“ 
the Negative. : 


For Penryn, 


— ——— * 
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pound ||, See p. 6. ] were ſeverally referred to the Committee An: 17. Geo. IT. 

of Elections. 1741. 
The ſame Day came on the Election of a Chairman of 

the Committee of Privileges and Elections, when Dr Lee 3 choſen 

| : : . . , aii man of the 

= was choſen in Oppoſition to Giles Earle, Eſq; * (who had Commuttee of 
been Chairman of that Committee. in the. two laſt Parlia- Privileges and 

. * ments) by 242 againſt 238. Elections. 

Wie mall upon this Occaſion give the Names of the 


Y i ds Gr et. 
* 
* 


For Dr Lee. 
Bdy Sir Robert, Bt. 


| Aiflabie William, Eſq; 
= \hby Thomas, Eſq; 
Allley Sir John, Bt. 
Bagot Sir Walter, Bt. 
Baltimore Lord 


ET Members who voted for each of theſe Gentlemen. 


For Mr Earle. 
„50 James Eh; 
Acourt- Pierce, Ejq; 
Archer. Thomas, Eſq; 
Archer Henry, Eſq; 
Arſcoat Fohn, Eſq; 
Arſcott Arthur, Eſq; 


1 Bance John, Eſq; Arundel Hon. Richard, Eg; 
ES Banks William, - Eſq; Abbe Edward, Ejq; 


Banks Henry, Eiq; 
Barrington Lord. 
Barrington Sir John, Bt. 
Barry more Earl of. 


3 Barnard Sir John, Kt. 


ES Bayntan Edward Rolt, Eſq; 
© Bathurt Benjamin, Eſq; 

& Bathurſt Henry, Eſq; 
Berkeley Norbonne, Eſq; 


Baker Hercules, Eſq; 
Beauclerc Lord Vere. 
Beauclerc Lord Sidney. 
Bennet Philip, E; 
Bertie Lord Pere. 
Bladen Martin, Eſq; 


Boctland Col. Maurice. 
Bond Fohn, ſen. Eſq; 
* Bowles William, Ejq; 


= Belt Thomas, Eſq; Bodwille Milliam, Eg: 
- Blagrave John, Eſq; Bradſhaigh Sir Roger, Bt. 
'! FEBlacket Walter, Eſq; Brand 1 homas, Ejq; 
A Bligh Hon. John, Eſq; Braſſey Nathaniel, Eſq; 
i & Bludworth Thomas, Eſq; Brereton Thomas, Ey; 
bBoone Daniel, Eſq; Bridge, George, E/q; 
"© © Bootle Thomas, Eſq; Briſtaw John, Eſq; 
bod es George, Eſq; Brodie Alexander, E/: 
bouverie Sir Jacob, Bt. Broughton ir Brian, Bt. 
„ bBramſton Thomas, Eſq; Brawne Sir Robert, Bt. 
= Browne John, Eſq; Brudenell Hon. James, Eg: 
„ hroce Sir John, Br. Burrel Peter, Ejq; 
i {Buchanan Neil, Eſq; Burrard Henry, Ei: 


2 Buck John, Eiq; 


Calthorpe Henry, Eg; 


Bul- 


= || This Borough has a Mayor, eight Magiſtrates, a Recorder, and 
= Town-Clerk ; the Members are elected by the Majority of the Magi- 
(rates and Freemen, about 50 in Number, being all the Inhabitants that 
=) Scot and Lot. The firſt Return was in the Reign of Edward VI, 


„ * One of tlic Lords of the Treasury. 


An. IS Geo, II. 
1741. 


1 


For Dr Lee. 
Bulkeley Lord Viſcount. 
Buller James Eſq; 
Bourgoine Sir Roger, Bt. 
Bunbury Sir Charles, Bt. 
Butler Edward, L. L. D. 
Bury Thomas, Eſq; 
Campbel Alex. Hume, Eſq; 
Carew Sir William, Bt. 
Carew Thomas, Eſq; 
Carnarvon Marquiſs of. 
Cartwright Thomas, Eſq; 
Cave Sir 'Thomas, Bt. 
Cavendiſh Lord James. 
Chapman Sir John, Bt. 
Chernoke Sir Boteler, Bt. 
Cheſter Sir Jobn, Bt. 
Chefter Thomas, Eſq; 
Chetwynd Lord Viſcount. 
Chetwynd William, Eſq; 
Cholmondeley Charles, Eſq; 
Cocks James, Efq; 
Compton Hon. George, Eſq; 
Cornbury Lord Viſcount 
Cornewall Velters, Eſq; 
Cotton Sir John Hind, Bt. 
Cotton Jobn, Efq; ; 
Courtney Sir William, Bt. 
Courtney Henry, Eſq; 
Crawford Patrick, Eſq; 
Crawley John, Efq; 
Crewe John, juar. Eſq; 
Cunningham Alexander, Eſq; 
Curzon Sir Nathaniel, Bt. 
Dalrymple Sir Hew, Br. 
Damer Joſeph, Eſq; 
Daſhwood Sir James, Bt. 
Daſhwood Sir Francis, Bt. 
Dawkins James, Eſq; 
Delme Peter, Eſq; 
Denton George, Eſq; 
Dering Sir Edward, Bt. 
Doddington G. Bub, Eſq; 
Douglas Sir John, Bt. 
Dougtas James, Eſq; 

Nrax Henry, Eſq; 2 
Dundaſs George, Eſq; 


For Mr Earle, 
Campbel Fobn, Ex; 
Campbel Brig. Jobs. 
Cary Walter, EH; 
Carnegie Sir James, Bl. 
Carpenter Lord. 

Carter William, Eq; 
Charlton Job Staunton, Ea 
Cholmondeley Col. James. 
Churchill General Charles. 
Churchill Charles, Ei: 
Chute Francis, E; 
Chute Anthony, Ey; 
Clayton Sir William, Bt. 
Clayton Kendrick, Eſq; 
Cleveland Fohn, E/q; 
Clive Edward, Eg: 
Clutterbuck Thomas, Eſq; 
Coke Hon. Edward, Eſq; 
Colebroke Robert, Eg; 
Conolly William, Eg: 
Cope Monoux, EV; 
Copleſton Thomas, Eſq; 
Corbet Sir William, Bt. 
Corbet Sir Richard, Bt. 
Cornwallis Hon. John, E/, 
Cornwallis Han. Stephen, Ejq; 
Croft Sir John, Bt. 
Crowle George, E/q; 
Danvers Foſeph, Ei: 
Docminique Charles, Eg; 
Doneraile Lord Viſcount. 
Douglas Capt. Robert. 
Downing Sir George, Bt. 
Downing Jacob, Eq; 
Drury Sir Thomas, Bt. 
Duncomb Anthony, Eq; 
Dupplin Lord Viſcount. 
Earle Will. Rawlinſon, Eg 
Eqdgcumbe Richard, Eſq; 
Eliot Col. Milliam. 

Euſton Earl of. 

Evans Hon. George, E/q; 
Evans Captain Richard. 
Ewersfield Charles, Eq; 
Exyles Francis, Eſq; 
Fanxe Francis, Ejq; 
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For Dr Lee. 

Fliot Richard, Eſq; 
Ereskine Hon. James, Eſq; 
Evelyn John, Eſq; 
Fazakerley Nich. Efq; 
Fellows Coulſton, Eiq; 
Fenwick Robert, Eſq; 
Fenwick John, Eſq; 
Fenwick Nicholas, Eſq; 
Finch Hon. William, Eſq; 
Firebrace Sir Cordell, Bt. 
Floyer John, Eſq; 

Foley Thomas, jun. Eſq; 
Forbes Sir Arthur, Bt. 
Forteſcue Hon. Theop. Eſq; 


Fortroſe Lord. 
Furneſe Henry, Eſq; 


Gage Ld Viſcount. 


I Gibbon Edward, Eſq; 


Gilmour Sir Charles, Bt, 
Glynne Sir John, Bt. 
Godſchall Sir Robert, Kt. 
Gordon Sir William, Bc. 
Gore Charles, Eſq; 

Gore Thomas, Eſq; 
Gower William Leveſon, Eſq; 
Gower Bapt. Leveſon, Eſq; 
Granard Earl of. 

Grenville Richard, Eſq; 
Grenville George, Eſq; 
Groſvenor Sir Robert, Bt. 
Groves William, Eſq; 
Guernſey Lord Viſcount. 
Gundry Nathaniel, Eſq; 
Gwyn Francis, Eſq; 
Gybbon Philips, Efq; 
Hamilton Sir James, Bt. 


Hamilton Baſil, Eſq; 
5 10 


Hamilton Charles, Eſq; 
Hay Lord Charles. 
Heathcote George, Eſq; 
Herbert Philip, Eſq; 
Hill Andrew, Eſq; 

Hill Hon. Wills, Eſq; 
Holte Sir Liſter, Bt. 
Hooper Edward, Eſq; 


þ Hopton Edward Cope, iq; 


Vor. XIII. 


(-$7 3 


For Mr Earle. 
Finch Hon. Henry, Eſq; 
Fitzroy Charles, Eſq; 
Fitzawilliams Lord. 
Founerau Thomas, Eq; 
Foreſter Brook, E; 
Fox Henry, Eg; 
Frankland Sir Thomas, Bt. 
Frankland Frederick, Eſq; 
French Jeffery, Eg; 
Gage Sir William, Bt. 
Gallaua Lord Viſcount. 
Gafhry Francis, Eſq; 
Grbjon Thomas, Eſq; 
Gildart Richard, Eſq; 
Glanville William, Eſq; 
Glenorchy Lord Vi ſcount. 
Gods phin Francis, Eg: 
Gough Capt. Henry. 
Grant Lodovick, Eſq; 
Grant vir Janes, Bt. 
Gregory George, Eſq; 
Guljion Toſeph, Eq; 
Hampden Fohn, Ejq; 
Hanbury Capel, Eg; 
Harris Jehn, Ejq; 
Harriſon George, E: 
Hartington Marquijs of 
Hay William, Ey; 
Hayabard Thomas, E: 
Heathcote Samuel, Eis; 
Hedworth John, E; 
Henley Henry Holt, Eh; 
Herbert Henry Arthur, Eg: 
Herbert Hon. Robert, Fig; 
Herbert Hon. William, EH: 
Hoby Sir Thomas, Bt. 
Holmes Henry, Eg: 
Howard Col. Charles. 
Howarth Sir Bumphry, Kt. 
Hungerford Walter, Ef; 
Hunter Thomas Orby, Ei: 
Tenyns Soame, Ei: 
Jeaules John. E; 
Ingram Col. Charles. 
Folliffe Fobn, Ei: 
Keene Benjammn, Eq; 
{ Houblon 


An. 17. Geo. !. 


1741. 


An. 186. Geo. II. 


1741. 
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For Dr Lee. 
Houblon Jacob, Eſq; 
Jeffreys John, Eſq; 
Inchiquin Earl of. 
Johnſton Lord John. 
Irby Sir William, Bt. 
Iſham Sir Edmund, Bt. 
Lambert Daniel, Eſq; 
Lechmere Edmund, Eſq; 
Levinz William, Eſq; 
Liſter Thomas, Eſq; 
Lyſter Richard, Eſq; 
Long Sir Robert, Bt. 
Lowndes Richard, Eſq; 
Lowther Sir 'Thomas, Bt. 
Lyttelton George, Eſq; 
M*Leod Norman, Eſq; 
M<*Kye John, Eſq; 
Mackworth Herbert, Eſq; 
Manſell Hon. Buſſy, Eſq; 
Marſhall Henry, Eſq; - 
Maſters 'Thomas, Eſq; 
Melliſh William, Eſq; 
Methuen Sir Paul, Kt. 
Montague Edward, Eſq; 
Montague Charles, Eſq; 


Mordaunt Sir Charles, Bt. 


Moore William, Eſq; 
Morrice Sir William, Bt. 
Murray John, Eſq; 
Muſgrave Sir Philip, Bt. 
Newſam James, Eſq; 
Newland George, L.L.D. 
Newton Sir Michael, Bt. 
Noel William, Eſq; 

Noel Hon. James, Eſq; 
Northcote Sir Henry, Bt. 
Nugent Robert, Eſq; 
Ongley Samuel, Eſq; 
Ord Robert, Eſq; 

Ord John, Eſq; 

Orme Garton, Eſq; 
Oiwald James, Eſq; 
Owen John, Eſq; 
Oxenden Sir George, Bt. 
Packer W. Howard, Eſq; 
Poulet William, Eſq; 


For Mr Earle. 

Kent Samuel, Eſq; 
Kinaſton William, Eſq; 
Knight Robert, Ejq; 
Lamb Matthew, Eq; 
Lambton Henry, Eq; 
Legge Hon. Henry, Eq; 
Lewis Thomas, Eg; 
Liddel Sir Henry, Bt. 
Lloyd Walter, Eſq; 
Lock William, Eq; 
Lockyer Charles, Ei: 
Lumley Hon. Fames, E/; 
Martin Matthew, Eg; 
Martin James, Eſq; 
Martin John, Ejq; 
Maule Hon. William, Ei: 
Maule Jobn, Eſq; 
Metcalfe Laſcelles, Ei: 
Middieton Sir William, Bt. 
Middleton John, Eſq; 
Mill Sir Richard, Bt. 
Miſjing Thomas, Eſq; 
Mitchel William, Eſq; 
Monſon Charles, Eſq; 
Mordaunt John, Ejq; 
Mordaunt Col. Fohn. 
Morden William, Ey: 
Morgan Thomas, Ejq; 
Murray Lord John. 
Murray Alexander, Eg; 
Muſſenden Hill, Eis; 
Neal Robert, E; 
Newnham Thomas, Eq; 

orris Sir John, Kt. 
Norton Thomas, Eſq; 
Olnius John, Eſq; 
On/low Denxil, Ey: 
On/low Col. Richard. 
O:baldeflon William, Ei; 
Owen William, Eſq; 
Palmerſton Lord Viſcount. 
Poulet Hon. Vere, Eſq; 
Paulet Lord Harry. 


Poulet Charles Armand, Eg. 


Pelham Hon. Henry, E/: 
Pelham James, Eg; 


Peachy 


3 


For Dr Lee. For Mr Earle. An. 15. Geo. II. 

peachy Sir John, Bt. Pelham Thomas, jun. Eſq; 2 

Pelham Charles, Eſq; Pennington Sir Fof. Bt. 

Philips Sir Eraſmus, Be. Penton Henry, E/q; 
Philips John, Eſq; Philipſon John, Eſq; 
Pitt Thomas, Eſq; Pilfworth Charles, E/7; 

Pitt William Eſq; Pitt Geo. Moreton, Eg; 

Pitt John, Eſq; Plumer Richard, Eſq; 

Pleydell Edm. Morton, Eſq; Plumtree John, Ei; 

Popham Edward, Eſq; Pollen John, Eſq; 

Portman W. Henry, Eſq; © Revel Thomas, Ei: 

Powney Peniſton, Eſq; Rider Sir Dudley, Kt. 

Pratt John, Eſq; Robinſon Luke, Eſq; 

Proby John, Eſq; Rolle Henry, Ejq; 
Prowſe Thomas, Eſq; Sabine Foſeph, Eſq; 
Pryſe Thomas, Eſq; Sackville Lord George. 
Paulteney William, Eſq; St Clair Brig. James. 

Pytts Edmond, Eſq; Scrope Hon. Fohn, Ejq; 
Quaarendon Lord Viſcount. Selwyn John, EV; 
7} Raſhleigh Jonathan, Eſq; Sein Charles, E/q; 

Raymond Jones, Eſq; Selwyn Fohn, jun. Eſq; 
Richards George, Eſq; Smelt William, Eſq; 
Rowney Thomas, Eſq; Speke George, Eg; 

* Roſs Hon. Charles, Eſq; Staube Hon. William, EI 

Rudge Edward, Eiq; Stert Arthur, Eſq; 

> Ruſh John, Eſq; Steauart Col. James. 
* Ruſhout Sir John, Bt. Steele William, Eſq; 
* Sandys Samuel, Eſq; Strickland William, Eſq; 8 
St Aubin Sir John, Bt. Stone Andrew, Eq; 
* Scot David, Eſq; Stuart Capt. William 
Seymour Sir Edward, Bt. Sundon Lord. 
1 Shaftoe John, - Eſq; Talbot Hon. John, Ejq; 
* Shippen William, Eſq; Thompſon Edward, Ey: 
* Shuttleworth Richard, Eſq; Thompſon Milliam, E, 
* Shuttleworth James, Eſq; Tower Chriſtopher, Eg; 
| Slingsby Sir Henry, Bt. Townſend Foſeph, Eq; 
; Smith Edward, Eiq; Townſhend Hon. Roger, Eiqs 
[ ; Smithſon Sir Hugh, Bt. Townſhend Hon. Thomas, Lg 
1 Somerſet Lord Noel. Treby George, Big; 
| 1 Southwell Edward, Eſq; Trevor Jahn Morley, Eg: 
* vpencer Hon John, Eſq; Tuffnel Samuel, Eq; 
4 Stanhope Hon. John, Eſq; Turner Sir Jobn, Bt. 
S tapylton Sir Miles, Bt. Tyrrell Janet, E/q; 
; Stuart Hon. John, Eſq; Vere Thomas, Ejq; 
7 Stewart Archibald, F1q; ade General Groroe. 
; Strange Lord. Wager Sir Charles, ht. 
j Strode William. Eq; Walker Thomas, £73 
| 4 1741. 12 Sydenham 


An. 15. Geo. II. 


1741. 


Another Petition 


tor i lint. 


For Dr Lee. 
Sydenham Humphry, Eſq; 
Thomas Sir Edmund, Bt. 
Thrale Ralph, Eſq; 
Thurſby John Harvey, Eſq; 
Trelawney Charles, Eſq; 
Tucker John, Eſq; 

Turner Sir Edward, Bt. 
Jwiſden Sir Roger, Bt. 
Tyrwhitt Sir John, Br. 
Vane Hon. Henry, Eſq; 
Vaughan William, Eigz 
Vernon Geo. Venables, Eſq; 
Vyner Robert, Eiqz 
Waller Harry, Elq; 
Waller Edmund, Eſq; 
Warren Borlace, Eſq; 
Watſon Hon. Thomas, Eſq; 
Webſter Whiſtler, Eſq; 
Wentworth Godfrey, Eſq; 
Whichcote Thomas, Etq; 
Wigley James, Eſq; 
Wilbrabam Randle, Eſq; 
Winford Thomas, Eſq, 
Wodehouſe Armine, iq; 
Wright George, Eſq; 
Wortley Edward, Eq; 
Wynn Sir Watkin Will. Bt. 
Total 242 


of Flint, Nhhalan, 


— 


For Mr Earle. 
Wallop John, Ei; 
IWalpole Sir Robert, Kt. 
'alpole Horatio, Eg; 
Walpole Edward, Eig; 


Walpole Horatio, jun. Eg: 


Walter Peter, Eſq; 
Wardvur William, Eſq; 
Weſt James, Eſq; 
White Fohn, Eq; 
Whitmore Thomas, EV; 
Whitmore William, Ejq; 
Vilion Daniel, Ei; 


Williams Sir Nicho/as, Bt. 


Wilmer William, Ey; 
Wilkinſon Andrew, E/q; 
Winnington Thomas, E/q; 
Wynn Thomas, E; 
Hynnne Sir G Feorge, Bt. 
Wynn John, E/7; 
Young Sir William, Bt. 
York Hon. Philip, Eis: 
Yorke Fohn, Ei; 
Young Hitch, Efq; 
Total 


— — 


12 


C3 


— 


Dec. 17. A Petition of ſeveral Burgeſſes of the Town 
Overton, Cacrauys, and Caerguriey, 


complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Shire- 
Town of Flirt, [ Seep. 53.] was referred to the Committee 


of Elections. 


For the Shire of Of Hugh Roſe, Eſq; for the Shire of Rok * 
Of Sir Rebert Clifton and of Stephen Soame, Eſq; for 
And for Retford, Eaſt Retford , [Scr p. g.] 


Ross. 


the aid Borough, 
Borough, are incay? 
— + 


* January 28, 1708, Reſolved that there ought to have been Tuche 
Days excluſive between the Day of Election of aCommulioner to ſerve 1” 


Parliament for the ſaid Shire, and 

mons for the Mceting of the Par 

+ April 15, 1701, 

the Burgeſſes non-reſident, as 

Borough. XI. 

Freemen of the Bor 
1 


{ azh, hay 


Nov, _— 1702, 


in the Burge! 


0 Freed IT 


the Day appointed by the Writ of Sum- 
liament. 
ang 5 of Election was declar*d to be as well in 
Is reſident within the 151 
uch 17, 1701-2, it was reſolved that the vounger Sons 

ot a Right to demand the 
That. Perſons 


not inhabiting in: 
* SY - * . , * #4 
Dic O1 being made free of tlie ſaid B rou oh ty Rodem; 


| 
| 
1 
$i 
* 


| Petition for the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, and, af— 


11 
Alſo of the Hon. W:lliam Stuart, Eſq; for the Stewartry An. 15. Geo. II. 
of Kirkcudbright, were leverally referred to the Committee 1741. 


of Elections. 


Then the Houſe proceeded to the further Hearing of the Petition fer Kirk- 


cudbright. 


ter the Examination of ſeveral Witneſſes, that Affair was 
farther adjourn'd. 
Dec. 18. Ordered that Leave be given to bring in a Bill, 
to explain and amend an Act made in the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
lament, intituled, An AF for the Preſervation of the pub Bil! for preſerv- 


| /ick Roads in England, and that Mr Batharft, the Lord ing the Roads, 


Baltimore, Mr Sandys, Mr Poxwney, and Mr Grenville do 
prepare and bring in the ſame : And that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to conſider the Laws in being, with Reſpect to the 
Repair and Preſervation of the publick Roads in Eng/and. 
A Petition of Richard Lloyae, Eſq; complaining of an un- Fabia foe 
due Election and Return for the Borough of Cardigan “. 3 
And of Benjamin Hyet, Eſq; and others, for the City 
of Glouceſter, were referred to the Committee of Elections. For Glouceſter, 
A Petition of Eamund Hungate Beagban and Samuel © 
Jeale, Eſqrs. for Minchelſea, was ordered to be heard at Fer Winchelſes. 
the Bar on the 20th of Jan. 
A Petition of the Bailiff and Burgeſſes of Knighton, Oc. 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the PBo— 
rough of New Radnor +, was referred to the Committee of For Radnor, 


Flections. 


* 


* 
4 * 
12 of E 
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Then it was reſolved that an Add reſo be preſented to his Ma- 
jeſty, to give Directions, that there may be laid before the ee for 
Houſe, Copies of all Memorials, Repreſentations and Declara fab, aol ty er 
tions I, ſent either to his Majetty or his Miniſters by the (Queen nem the Queen 
of Hungary or her Miniſters, or by his Majeſty or his Mini- of Hungary, 
ſters 


tion; And that all Sons of Freemen have a Right to the Freedom of the 
lard Borough. On the 17th of Jan. 1705, The Right of Election waz 
declared to be in ſuch Freemen only as have a Right to their Freedom by 
Birth, as eldeſt Sons of Freemen, or by ſerving ſeven Years Apprentice- 
ſhip, or have it by Redemption, whether inhabiting or not inhabiting in 
the ſaid Borough at the Time of their being made free. But on the 11th 
ot Jan. 1710, it was reſolved that the Right of Election is in ſuch Free- 
men only, Sc. [as i he lat recited Reſalution] inhabiting in the ſaid 
Borough at the Time of their being made free. 

On the 7th of May, 1730, it was reſolved, that the Burgeſſes of 
the Borough of Tregaron have no Right to vote for a Burgeſs for Car- 
digen; and that the Right of Election for the 1.14 Town of Cardigan, 
1s in the Burgeſſes at large of the Borough of Cardigan, Aberyſtwith, 
Lampeter, and Atpar only. 

T On the 1:th of November, 1690, the Right of Election was de- 
cared to be in the Burgefles of Radnor, Ryadar, Knighton, Knucklas, 
and Kevenlice only. 

A Motion was made for adding the Word LX TTT alter Dect a- 
®ATIONS, but it paſled in the Negative, by 237 2gainſt 227. 


1 
An. 15. Geo, II. ſters to the Queen of Hungary or her Miniſters; and of 3 
1741. Letters which have been ſent to his Majeſty's Miniſters by 
the Miniſters of the Queen of Hungary, or by his Majeſty". 
Miniſters to the M:nifters of the Queen of Hungary, with 
the reſpective Anſwers, relating to the State of the War in 
the Empire, and the Support and Intereſts of the Houſe « 
Auſtria, ſince the Death of the late Emperor. Alſo to lay 
before the Houſe, Copics of all Memorials, &c. (as before) 
by or to the French King or his Miniſters, with the reſpeRtiy; 
Anſwers, from the Declaration of War with Spain, relatir 
to the ſaid War, and the Intereils of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
But a Motion being made, and the Queſtion pu, 
The like Motion That the like AdCreſs be preſented for Copies of all Memo. 
ng mt gut rials, Sc. (as brfore) to or by the King of Pruffia, &. 
. with the reſpective Anſwers, relating to the State of the 
War in the Empore, and the Support and Intereſts of the 
Houle of Auftria, ſince the Death of the late Emperor: 
And the previous Queſtion being put, that that Queſtion be 
then put, it paſſed in the Negative, by 2:2 againſt 208. 
On the 21ſt a Petition of Hi Newland and Je 
Petition for Mit- Raymond, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue EleQtior and 
6 mow. * Return for the Borough of MIC. 
3 en Bang Alſo a Petition of Nicholas Reobinion, Eſq; for Motion Baſt 
A Petition of Alexander Nisbet, i}eacon Conveener of the 
For Edinburgh. ſeveral Incorporations of Cratis or | rades in Edinburgh, 
A Petition of the Deacons of! ths Baxters, Maſons and 
Wrights, Skinners, Fleſhers. Buniiermikers, Surgeon- Apo- 
thecaries, Goldſmiths, Hammeimen, Tavlors, and Shoe 
makers of Edinburgh, ſeverall complaining of an undue 
Election and Return for the ſaid City, 
e Sonthaark. . And allo a Petition of Zoſeph Ci it, Eq; for Southarart | 
[See p. 10.] were ſeverally referred {© the Committee 0 
Elections. 
For Bridport, Dec. 22. A Petition of ſeversl Electors for Bridport + 
com 


* A ſmall Hamlet: The firſt Return of Members, Anno 6, Edward VI. 
The Right of Election was, on the 20th of March, 1700, declared h 
the Houle to be in the Port-Reves, and Lords of the Manot, who are G& 
pable of being Port-Reves, and in the Inhabitants prying Scot and Lot. 

On the 10th of November, 1702, the Right ot Election was © 
clared to be only in the Inhabitants, paying Scot and Lot 3 and on tb: 
29th of June, 1714, a Motion being made, that Perſons living in th! 
Mint, or Rules ot the Queen's Bench, and paying à Rent of 10 l. 
Annum, or upwards, have à Right to vote the' they do not pay Si 
and Lot, within the faid Borough: It paſſed in the Negative. 

+ The firſt Return for this B rough was in the Reign of King E. 
ward I. The Corporation conſiſts of two Pai::'Fs and thirteen Burgeſs 
The Right of Election is in the Inhabitants at age, being Houſekeeper, 
who are upwards of 200. It was refolved, Anno 1623, that the Cor: 
monalty in general ought to have Vice in be Election, and tha“ 
Election was void. in rceipe& of the want of Warning to the Common?! 


Alt to or from 
the K. of Francc. 


34h. 4, * wt r — * 


Vere ſeverally referred to the Committee of Elections. 


"OF: 3 8 LAS» 
awe Ce» 


1 


3 omplaining of an undue Election and Return for the ſaid an, 15. Geo.11, 


Borough. 1741. 
As alto of Thomas Foſter and Richard Lydael, Fiſqrs. for 


gan undue Election and Return for Bo/iney [See p. 51.] ee ro 
VOdaci S Foe 
tition torBoſlineys 


Then the Houſe proceeded to the farther hearing of the 
Matter of the Petition for the City and Liberty of We/t- 
inter: Having examined ſeveral Witneſſes; and the 


pon . 


Fo. 


Counſel on both Sides being withdrawn, a Motion was made 


and the Queſtion put, That William Lord Sundon is duly 


elected a Citizen for Neſiminſter; it paſſed in the Negative, 


by 220 againſt 216. The Queſtion being put, That Sir 
Charles Wager is duly elected a Citizen for the ſaid City; V*fminiier 

it paſſed in the Negative, by 220 again 215, and the ſaid 3 W 
Election was declared void. , 

And a Motion being made to adjourn, it paſſed in the 

Negative; and it was reſolved, That Mr John Lever, High 

© Bailiff of the City of Veſtminſtor, ated at the ſaid Election 

in an illegal and arbitrary Manner, in Prejudice of the 

Rights and Liberties of the Electors of the ſaid City, and in 

manifest Violation of the Freedom of Elections. 

ö Then a Motion being made for taking the ſaid John Lever And the High 
into the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms; it was reſolved 5 
in the Affirmative, by 217 againſt 215. e 

A Motion being again made to adjourn, it paſſed in the 

Negative. 

Hereupon it was reſolved, that it appeared to the Houſe, 

that a Body of armed Soldiers, headed by Officers, did, on 

the 8th of May laſt, come in a military Manner, and take Farther Reſoluti- 
Poſſeſſion of the Church-Yard of St Paul, Covent Garden, near ons thereupon, 
the Place where the ſaid Poll was taken, before the ſaid Electi- 


m 


. n r 
r 


on was ended [See p. 14. ]: And that the Preſence of a regular 
Body of armed Soldiers at an Election of Members to ſerve 


in Parliament, is an high Infringement of the Liberties of 


the Subject, a manifeſt Violation of the Freedom of Elec- 


tions, and an open Defiance of the Laws and Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom. It was alſo ordered that Nathaniel Blacker- 
, George Howard, and Thomas Lediard, Eſqrs. do attend 
the Houſe on the 22d of Jan. next: On a Diviſion, Yeas 
206, Noes 200. | 

Dec. 23. A new Writ was ordered for Droitwich (a), in 


1 n ö ; Tp 1 
tie Room of Mr innington, who made his Election for ee 


orceſter: And another for a Knight of the Shire for S/ 


er (6), in the Room of James Butler, Eſq; deceas'd : For 
A 


.) Lord Geerge Bentinck was elected. 
. (b, The Earl of Middleſex, who had been choſen at the general Flec- 
don for Eaſt-Grinſtead, but whoſe Scat wes vacated by the Acceptance 
e Place, was clected in his Room, 


e ———— re I es 


An. 15. Geo, II. a Knight of the Shire for 7or4# (q, in the Room of Hen 


1741. 


„ 


Lord Viſcount Morpeth, deceas d: For a Knight of the Shire 
for Hereford, in the Room of Edward Harley (d), Ely, 
now Earl of Oxford and Mortimer: For a Burgeſs for Whit. 
church, (e), in the Room of Mr Vallop, who made his Elec. 
tion for Andover: For a Burgeſs for Thetford (f), in the Room 
of Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, deceas'd : For a Burgeſs for L; 
mington (g), in the Room of Lord Naſſau Powlet, deceas'd : 
For Citizens for We/tminfler (, in the Room of Willian 
Lord Sundon and Sir Charles Wager, whoſe Election for the 
faid City had been declared void: For a Burgeſs for H;z. 
am Ferrers (i), in the Room of Henry Finch, Eſq; who 
made his Election for Ma/ton : For a Burgeſs for Mallon (4), 
in the Room of Lord James Cavendiſh, deceas'd : For a 
Burgeſs for Huntingdon (d, in the Room of Mr Hill, who 
made his Election for Warwick : For a Burgeſs for Apulby (, 
in the Room of Mr Deddington, who made his Election for 
Bridgwater : And for a Burgeſs for Ol Sarum (), in the 
Room of George Lyttelton, Eiq; who made his Election for 


Oathampton, 


Inſolvent Debtors A Petition of the Priſoners confined for Debt in his Ma- 


Petition. 


Petitions for 
Cricklade and 
Winchelſea 
withdrawn, 


jelly's Goal for the County of Hereford, and alſo in the 
Caſtle of Vers, were ordered to lie upon the Table. 
Dec. 24. Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Down 


ton, in the Room of the Rt. Hon. John Verney, Eſq; (o) de- 


ceas'd. 
Charles Gore, E\q; who was returned in the double Re. 


turn for Cricilade, withdrew his ſaid Petition; as did alſo 
Wellbore Ellis, Eſq; and the Clerk of the Crown was or- 
dered to raſe out the Name of Chaz les Gore, Eſq; Edmuni 
Hungate Beaghan, and Samuel Feake, Eſqrs, allo withdrew 
their Petitions for Minc helſea. 

Mr Bathurſt prelented to the Houſe a Bill to explain 


and amend an Act of laſt Seſſion, For the Preſervation if 
tht 


(c) The Candidates were Cholmley Turner, Eſq; who poll'd $005, 
George Fox, Elu; — 7049. 
(d) Themas Foley, Eſq; was elected. 


(e) William Sloper, Eſq; was choſen in his Room. 
(t) He was Captain of a Man of War in the Weſt Indies, in Admi- 


ral Vernon's Squadron. Lord Harry Beauclerck was clected in his Place. 
(2) Charles Paulet, Eta; was choſen. 
(h) Lord Percival and Charles Edwin, Eſq; were clected. 
i) Henry Conway Efqz was elected. 
(k) John Moſtyn, Eſqz was elected. 
(1) Albert Nis bet, Eſd; was elected. 
(m Sir Charles Wyndham, Bar, was elected. 
(n) James Grenviile, Eiq; was elected. 
(o) He was Maſter of the Rolls, Jofeph Wyndham Aſh, Eſq; 8e: 


P 3.4 Was elected i 11 his £ ace. 


4 


. 


4 lie on the Table. 


= at M' Kenzie was choſen in his Place. 


(05-3 
the publick Roads in England, which was read the firlt Time, An, 15. Geo, It, 
and ordered a ſecond Reading, and alſo to be printed. Then 1741. 
the Houſe adjourn'd to the 18th of January. 

Fan. 18. Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Totne/s, 
in the Room of Sir Char/es Wills (p), deceaſed : Another for 
a Knight of the Shire for Argyle, in the Room of Charles _ 
Campbell, Eſq; (g) deceas'd: For a Knight of the Shire for _ Writs or- 
Roxburgh, in the Room of John Rutherfurd G), Eſq; made ; 
Captain of one of the Independent Compantes : For a Bur- 
geſs for Eaft-Grinflead, in the Room of the Earl of Mid- 
dleſex (i), who accepted the Office of Head Steward of his 


- | Majeſty's Honour of Ozford in Kent. 


A Petition of the poor Priſoners for Debt in the Sheriff Petition of the 
of Cornwalls Ward or Priſon, in Bodmyn, was ordered to 1 mans 
Mr Comptroller (% preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to 
their Addreſs to his Majeſty, a Copy of the Queen of Hun- 


XZ gary's Letter to the King, 2gth Dec. 1740, and of the Letters; dc. pte⸗ 
| 2 King's Letter to the Queen of Hungary, 29th Jan. 1740-1, ſented. - 
with ſeveral other Letters, Memorials, Sc. with a Liit of 
> the ſaid Papers, which was ordered to lie on the Table, to 

de peruſed by the Members. 


Then it was ordered, That Vill am Middleton, Eſq; High 


| Sheriff of the County of Denbigh at the laſt Election, do 
attend the Houſe on the 4th of Fes. 


The ſame Day Matthew Boucherett, Eſq; withdrew his Petition for 


4 Petition for Grimsby. Grimsby withe 


drawn. 


Jan. 19. The Commons ordered a State of the Debt 


2 of his Majeſty's Navy, as it ſtood at Chriſtmas laſt ; Allo Accounts order- 
an Account of the Number of Seamen in the Royal Navy, cd. 

from December 31ſt, 1740, to December 311t, 174r : An 

Account of what Arrears of Land-Taxes, and Arrears of 

Duties upon Houſes were ſtanding out at Chi, lalt, to be 

laid · before the Houſe. 


Mr Secretary at War (u) preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
ſuant to their Addreſs, an Eſtimate of the Charge of Guards, 


* Garriſons, and other Land Forces; alſo of the Charge of a Eftimates pre - 


Regiment of Foot raiſed in America, for the Service in the 


u Indies; and alſo an Eſtimate of the Charge of Ten Re- 
= gments of Marines for the Year 1742, all which were or- 
= Cered to lie upon the Table. 


Vor. XIII. K Order- 


(p) Sir John Strange, Kt. Sollicitor General was choſen. _ 
'q) He was Captain of Marines, and died at Cuba. The Hon. Stews 


r) William Douglas of Cavers, Eſq; was choſen in his Room. 
„ John Butler, Eſq; was elected. 

t Sir Conyers Darcy, Knight of the Bath. 

u Sir William Yonge. 


( 66 ) 
An. 15. Geo, II. Ordered that an Account of what Ships of War have bee! 
1741. in Commiſſion from Jar. 1740, to 31ſt Dec. 1741 : And 
L—— alſo an Account of the Number of Ships of War, diſtin. . 
1 order- guiſhing their Rates, as they ſtood at Chriſtmas, 1741, to 
Ku be laid before the Houſe. 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Suppl» FR 
45,c00Scame n the following Reſolutions : I. That 40,000 Men be employ. BY 
voted tor 1742. ed for the Sea Service for the Year 1742. II. That 4 J. pe 
Man, per Month, be allowed for maintaining the ſaid 
40,000 Men; which Reſolutions were agreed to by the 
Houſe. 

Then the Hoſe proceeded to the hearing the Petitions f], 

the Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eſq; and Sir For Þ| 
Eleftion for Ber- Sinclair, Bar. ſeverally complaining of an undue Election! 
wickſhire dcter= and double Return for the Shire of Beravick, when, after an 


tags Examination of ſeveral Hours, it was reſolved, without a 
Diviſion, that the Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, E ; 


was duly elected and returned; and that David Hume, She- 7 
riff Depute for the ſaid Shire, having accepted and returned | 
to the Clerk of the Crown an Indenture of Return, not 
The Sherif-De- ſigned by the proper Clerk, had acted arbitrarily and ille- 
pute order'd in- pally, in Defiance of the Laws of the Land, and in Breach 
aa of the Privilege of this Houſe; And he was ordered into 
Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms. 
New Wii Zan. 20. A new Writ was ordered for a Burgeſs for 7:- 
: ei//ock, in the Room of Lord Sherard Mamers (a), de- 
cea:*'d : Allo for a Burgeſs for Tregoxy, in the Room of 75. 
mas Il atis (b), Eſq; Ceceas'd. 
Sir Charles Wager (c) preſented to the Houſe the ordinary 
Eſtimates, Let. Eſtimate of the Navy for the Year 1742. 


ters, &c, pre- Mr Comptroller preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 

ſented, Addreſs to his Majeſty, ſeveral Letters, Memorials, Ce 
and other Papers, all which were ordered to lie upon the 
Table. 


Mr Rarwlin/on Earle (d), preſented to the Houſe an Fl: 
timate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for Land 
Service for the Year 1742. 
Petition of Deb- A Petition of the Priſoners for Debt in Ouze-Bridge Goal, 
tors in York, Ne, was ordered to lie on the Table. 
Then Sir Robert Godſeball preſented to the Houſe, a Pet!- 
— 2 tion of the Merchants and Traders of the City of Londor, 
alt in, ſetting forth, That the Petitioners, with the utmoſt Concern, 


chants relating 
to the Conduct have found themſelves under the Neceſſity of repreſenting 
of the War with (0 
Spain, 


(a) Lord Limerick was elected in his Place. 

(b) George Cooke, Fly; was choſen in his Room, 
(c) Fiſt CommitHoner of the Admiralty. 

(d) Clerk ci the Ordnance. 


1 


Kingdoms have been continually expoſed to the growing In- 
ſolence of the Spaniſb Privateers, from the Commencement 
of this juſt and neceſſary War; that during its whole Pro- 
greſs and Continuance, notwithſtanding the repeated Appli- 
cations of the ſuffering Merchants for Protection and Re— 
dreſs, their Loſſes and Misfortunes have conſiderably increaſ— 
ed of late, to the impoveriſhing of many of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, the great Detriment of Trade in general, the 
Diminution of his Majeſty's Revenue, and the Diſhonour of 
the Nation; that upwards of Three Hundred Ships and 
Veſſels have been already taken, (the greateſt Part of them 
in or near the Brit; Channel and Soundings) and carried 
into Sz Sebaſtian, and other adjacent Ports; by which 
Numbers of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful Subjects have been re- 
duced to Want and Impriſonment, or compelled by inhu- 
man Treatment, and deſpairing of a Cartel for the Ex- 
change of Priſoners, . have enliſted in the Service of Spain ; 
that the Petitioners apprehend, that moſt of theſe M:sfor- 
tunes might have been prevented, conſidering the Weakneſs 
of our Enemy at Sea, had a few of his Majeſty's Ships of 
War been properly ſtationed, and the Commanders kept 
ſtrictly to their Duty; a Neglect, which appears the more 
ſurpriſing, as there was a Precedent of an Act of Parlia- 
ment in 1707, expreſly made for thoſe Purpoſes, intituled, 
An Ad for the better ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, 
by Cruizers and Conwoys ; that by Means of this Neglect, 
and the many valuable Prizes the Spaniards have made, they 
have been encouraged and enabled to fit out ſuch Numbers 
of Privateers from St Scbaſiiar and Bilbea, excluſive of 
other Ports, as to render the Navigation to and from theſe 
Kingdoms every Day more and more dangerous ; and that 
the preſent great and unexpected Power of the Enemy in the 
Mediterranean, gives the Petitioners Reaſon to apprehend, 
that their Trade is become extremely precarious in thoſe 
Parts; that there have been various Neglects and Delays in 
the Appointment and ſending out of Convoys; and that out 
of thoſe few which have been granted, ſome of the Com- 
manders have paid ſo little Regard to the Ships under their 
Care, that they have deſerted them at Sea, and left them 
as a Prey to the Enemy ; and praying Leave further to re- 
preſent, that the Navigation to and from ſeveral of his Ma- 
jeſty's Colonies has often been much expoſed io the Tinemy ; 
and that many Ships have been taken in the .Jrier car Seas 
by their Privateers, principally owing, as the Petitioners pre- 
ſume, to a Want of a ſufficient Number of Ships, or a proper 
Care in ſome of his Majeſly's Commanders, Hationed in 

1741, iS thoſe 


to the Houſe, that the Navigation and Commerce of theſe An. 15. Geo. IT. 


1741. 


( 68 ) 
An. 15. Geo, 11, thoſe Parts ; that many Ships have been brought into Danger, 
1741. by the arbitrary impreſſing of their ableſt Hands out of the 
Homeward bound Ships before they had made the Land, or 
arrived to a Place of Safety, and out of the outward bound 
Ships in the Proſecution of their Voyages; and praying 
Leave to aſſure the Houſe, that they do not complain of 
ſuch Captures as are the unavoidable Conſequence of a War, 
but of ſuch only as have been occaſioned by a Want of due 
Care for the Protection of Trade, which has, during the 
whole War, Jabour'd under an apparent Neglect and Dil- 
regard ; nor ſhall they ever be induced, either by their paſt 
Misfortunes, or future Apprehenſions, ſo far to forget their 
Duty to his Majeſty and the Legiſlature, as once to repine 
or murmur at the preſent War with Spain, which his Ma- 
jeſty and theſe Kingdoms are ſo neceſſarily engaged in, and 
upon the vigorous Proſecution of which the Intereſt of the 
Britiſb Trade, and the Freedom of Navigation ſo evidently 
depend; and praying the Houſe to take the Premiſſes into 
their Conſideration, that ſuch Proviſion may be made for 
the future Protection of the Trade and Navigation of theſe 
Kingdoms, as the Houſe ſhall thiok fit, and that the Peti- 
tioners may be heard by themſelves or Counſel thereupon.” 
Ordered, That the faid Petition be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe; and that the Petitioners be 
3 heard by themſelves or Counſel on the 27th Iyſtant: 
Ne 7 As were likewiſe the Petitions from the Merchants of 
mittee, with other Bidagford, Southampton, Liverpool, Lancaſter, Briſtol, Exe- 
Petitions of the fer, and Glaſgow. | 
ſame Import. Then the Commons ordered an Account of his Majeſty's 
Ships of War, employed ſince the firſt of January, 1740, 
as Cruiſers for the Protection of the Trade ot this Kingdom 
on this Side Cape Finiſterre, with the Stations of ſuch Ships, 
and how long ordered to continue thereupon, with the Times 
of their going to Sea, and their returning into Port : Alſo 
the Journals of the Commanders of ſuch Ships of War: 
Several Accounts Likewiſe an Account of Ships of War built in any of his 
8 2 51 Majeſty's Yards, or in private Yards for his Majeſty's Ser- 
Merchants Peti- vice, ſince the 1oth of Zauly 1739, and of Ships purchaſed 
tions, for his Majeſty's Service, all ſince the 1oth of July, 1739, 
diſtinguiſhing the Times when Iaunch'd, purchaſed, when 
firſt put to Sea, and on what Services employed: Likewi!e 
an Account of the Ships of War appointed as Convoys to 
Foreign Parts, ſince the Commencement of the preſent War 
with Spain, diſtinguiſhing the Ships appointed, and their 
Services; the Notices given to the 'I'raders of their Time ol 
ſailing, and when they ſailed : And refolved to preſent an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty to give Directions to lay before the 
Heute 


WW oo / wa TD ww” 


( 69 ) 

Houſe a Copy of the Report of the Commiſſioners of the An. 15. Geo. II. 
Admiralty to his Majeſty in Council, on the Petition of the 1741. 
Merchants relating to their Loſſes during the War. 

Ordered in a Bill For taking, examining, and flating the gill for ating 
publick Accounts ; and that Sir 7ohn Ruſhout, and Sir Fohn the Publick Ac- 
Hinde Cotton do prepare and bring in the ſame. counts. 

On the 21ſt the Houſe reſolved, that towards raiſing the, voted 
Supply, the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder, and Perry be for 1743. 
continued from June 23, 1742, to June 24, 1743, and 
order'd in a Bill accordingly. 

Voted an Addreſs to his Majeſty for Copies of all Appli- 
cations to his Majeſty, or to either of the Secretaries of 
State, or to the Admiralty, ſince the Commencement of the 
War with Spain, for Cruizers or Convoys, together with 
what has been done thereupon reſpeCtively : Alſo for Copies copies of Appli- 
of all Complaints made to his Majeſty, his Secretaries of cations, Petiti- 
State, or Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, relating to the ons, Lifts, Ac- 
Commanders of Ships of War, for leaving the 'I'rade under erm we? = 
their Convoy, or the Station in which they were appointed Wars „eg in 
to cruize, or for impreſſing of Seamen out of any outward- * - 
bound Ships after their leaving their Port of Clearance, or 
any homeward-bound Ships before they arrived at the Port 
of delivering of their Cargo, and for any other Misbehavi- 
our or Injury done by them to the Navigation of this King- 
dom, and what has been done thereupon reſpectively. 

Ordered a Liſt of the Names of the Merchant Veſſels, 

which the Commanders of his Majeſty's Ships have given 
Inſtructions to, and have proceeded under their Convoy, di- 
ſtinguiſhing the Names of the Commanders, and of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships, and the Voyages reſpectively, and whether they 
proceeded the whole Voyage, or only Part of the Voyage : 
Alſo of the Names of the Merchant Ships that have negli- 
gently delay'd the Convoys, from whom they had taken 
ſailing Orders, or that abandoned the ſame, or have been 
diſobedient to their Inſtructions: Likewiſe Copies of the 
Reaſons given in Writing by ſuch Commanders of his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships as have been appointed as Cruizers on this Side 
Cape Finiſerre, for leaving their Station, or for coming in- 
to Port, before the Time required by their Orders. 

Then it was further reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for 
Copies of all Memorials, Petitions, or other Papers deliver- 
ed or tranſmitted to either of the Secretaries of State, the 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, or the Commiſſioners for 
ſick and wounded, relating to a Cartel for Exchange of 
Priſoners with Spain, or the Condition and Uſage of ſuch 
as have been taken Priſoners by the Spaniards, together 
with what has been done thereupon. 

Ordered, 


1 

An, 15 Geo, II. Ordered in a Bill For the better ſecuring the Freedom of 

1741. Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers in the Houſe 

The Place-Bill %/ Commons; and that Mr Sandys, Sir Watkin Willian 

r e ee Hynne, Mr Charles Cholmondeley, and Mr Philips do prepare 
and bring in the ſame. 

Then a Motion being made by Mr Pulteney, that the ſe- 
veral Papers preſented to the Houſe on Monday and Veſter. 
day by Mr Comptroller, be referred to a ſelect Committee, 
and that they do examine the ſame, and 2 to the Houſe 
what they find material therein: It occaſioned a great De- 
bate. Mr Pulteney introduc'd his Motion with the follow- 
ing Speech : 

Mr Speaker, 

Mr Pulteney's © I have always thought, that when Papers of State are 
Motion for re- called for by this Houſe, as well as when ſuch Papers are 
8 laid before us without being called for, it ſhould be with 
Sas Dives ſome Sort of View or Deſign. We know very well, that 
laid before them When Treaties, Eſtimates or Accounts are laid before us 
relating to the without being called for, it is generally with a Deſign to 
-— of the demand a Sum of Money, or Vote of Credit; and ſuch De- 
* mands have of late Years been uſually complied with, I be- 
lieve, by moſt Members of this Houſe, without ſo much 
as looking at any one of the Papers or Eſtimates, which 
were laid before us as the Foundation of that Demand. 
his Practice, Sir, muſt be allowed to be a little extraordi- 
nary 3 but our late Practice, with regard to thoſe Papers 
that are expreisly called for, has been much more ſurpriſing; 
tor after the Papers called for have been laid before us, they 
have been ordered to lie upon the Table, and there they 
have generally lain, without the leaſt Examination, as if we 
had had no View in calling for them, but that of increaſing 
the Bulk of our Votes by long Liſts of Letters, Inſtructions 
and Memorials. Experience has -ſhewn, that when ſuch 
Papers are ordered to lie upon the Table for the Peruſal 
of the Members, they are ſeldom peruſed with Attention by 
any, and when they are peruſed ſeperately and diſtinctly 
by a few particular Members, none of them have Authority 
enough to prevail with the Houſe to enter into a ſtrict In- 
quiry, or to take into Conſideration the Errors, Miltakc 

or Blunders, they may from ſuch Papers have diſcovered. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, and that the Nation may ſee w: 
do nat put the Admiaiſtration to the Trouble and Expenc: 
of laying Piles of State Papers before us, without any View 
or Deſign, either for the Service or Satisfaction of the Pub- 
lick, I think, when we call for any Papers of Importance, 
and they are accordingly laid before us, they ought «©! 
couric to be referred to a ſelect Committee, that they ma, 
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tions, or Objections, to the Houſe ; for the Examination of 


ſuch a Committee muſt always be more exact and full, and 


their Report will have more Weight, than the Examina- 
tion or Report of any ſingle Member, who peruſes the Pa- 
pers upon our Table, without any Direction or Authority 
from the Houſe. 

When I argue in this Manner, Sir, I hope no Gentle- 
man will think, that I am arguing againſt this or any other 
Adminiſtration ; for a wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration will al- 
ways be glad to have its Conduct inquired into in the molt 
ſtrict, regular, and authentick Method; and if the Admi- 


niſtration be weak or wicked, it is then the Duty of Par- 
© liament to take that Method, which is the moſt regular, 


and the moſt proper for reſcuing the Nation out of the 


Hands of ſuch an Adminiſtration ; therefore every Gentle- 
man muſt, with me, ſuppoſe one of theſe two Things: 


Either, that the Doctrine I have advanced will be approved 


dy thoſe who have the Honour of being our preſent Mini- 


, ſters, or that their oppoſing it ought to be a prevailing 
Argument with every independent Member of this Houſe 


for agreeing to it; and conſequently, I mult look upon it as 
an eſtabliſhed Maxim, that all the Papers which are laid be- 
fore this Houſe, and deemed to be of great Importance, 
ought to be referred to the Conſideration of a ſelect Com- 
mittee. 

This, Sir, is a Maxim which will hold good at all 
Times, and in all Circumſtances ; but when the Nation 


finds itſelf involved in great Difficulties, when our Affairs 


both abroad and at home are apparently in great Diſtreſs, 
and when a general Suſpicion prevails againſt the Conduct 
of our Adminiſtration ; this Maxim ought not only to be 
approved, but in every Inſtance, without Heſitation, pur- 
ſued ; and that this 1s our Caſe at preſent, I ſhall endea- 
vour to demonſtrate. With regard to our 'Trade -and Ma- 
nufaftares, they have been upon the Decay for ſeveral 
Years: Every Man is now ſenſible of this Decay, and 
every Man is now convinced, that it is owing to the Taxes 
we have upon the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life. 
By theſe Taxes the Subſiſtence of poor Labourers and Ma- 
nufacturers is rendered more expenſive in this than in any 
foreign Country, which of courſe renders it impoſſible for 


them to work ſo cheap, and this muſt neceſſarily make our 
Manufactures come dearer to foreign Markets than the 
& ManufaQuures of any other Country. This has gradually 


1 diminiſhed the Quantity of our Exports to all Parts of the 
. World, except to our own Plantations, and muſt, at laſt, 


put 


examine them ſtrictly, and report their Remarks, Obſerva- An, 15. Geo. II. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. put an entire Stop to our exporting any one Sort of Many. 
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fafture ; for other Nations will by Degrees fall into the 
Method of rivalling us in every Sort, and as faſt as they 
do, our Export of that Sort of ManufaQture muſt ceaſe. 
We may talk, Sir, againſt the Exportation of our Wool, 
and buſy ourſelves in forming Schemes for preventing it ; 
but unleſs we can, by aboliſhing many of our Taxes, enable 
our Poor to work as cheap as the Poor in other Countries 


do, it will be impoſſible for us to prevent it, any other Way | 


than by diminiſhing our Produce ; for if we can work up note 
of our Wool, but barely what is neceſſary for home Con. 
ſumption ; and if a greater Quantity be produced than what 
is neceſſary for this Demand, the Surplus muſt be exported, 
or it muſt rot upon the Hands of the Owners, which would 


render it impoſſible for many of our Farmers to pay their | 


Rents ; and this might, in a little Time, make the Cry 2 


loud for the Exportation of our Wool, as it is now againſt it. 


The bad Effects of our Taxes, and the great Decreaſe | 1 


in the Export of our ManufaQtures, were moſt ſenſibly 
felt, Sir, before the breaking out of our preſent War with 
Spain ; but they then began to be more ſenſibly felt than 
ever, becauſe that War put an entire Stop to our Exporta- 
tion of any Manufactures to Spain, and made it more dan: 
gerous to export them any where elſe, which of courſe 
inhanced the Price, and, conſequently, diminiſhed the Sale 
at every other foreign Market. This at once threw Num- 
bers of our poor Labourers and Manufacturers out of their 
uſual Way of ſubſiſting, and brought them and their Fami- 
lies upon their reſpective Pariſhes, which has, in many Pa. 
riſhes, raiſed the Poors Rates to a Height never known 
before in this, nor, I believe, in any other Kingdom. 
This, Sir, is the preſent deſperate State of our Trade, 


and God only knows when, or if ever we ſhall recover; 1 


but this is far from being the only dire Effect of the long 


Continuance of our many heavy Taxes. Our People bore 


with Patience the Loads they groan under, as long as they 


had any Hopes of ſeeing our Debts paid off, and our Taxes I 
aboliſhed ; but they have now loſt all Hopes, and this cre- |? 
ates a general Uneaſineſs, which, if not ſpeedily removed, 


muſt end in the Subverſion of our Liberties, and, perhaps, 


the Cverthrow of onr preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. If thi 4 


unhappy State had been the neceflary Conſequence of a long 
and unavoidable War : If by the extraordinary Expence we 
have put ourſelves to for twenty Years paſt, the Balance of 


Power in Europe had been ſettled upon a ſolid Foundation; I 
If we had eſtabliſhed ſuch a Confidence among our Allies, 


and ſuch a Reſpect at all the Courts of Europe, as to prevent FR 
: any } 3 
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any one of them from daring to inſult or injure us, the An. 15. Geo, IT, 


People would have had ſome Conſolation, and would ſtill 
have had Reaſon to hope, that, at laſt, we might have 
been able to have paid off our Debts, and aboliſhed moſt of 
our Taxes. But can this be ſaid to be the Caſe? We have 
been engaged in no War : We have had no Occaſion to put 
ourſelves to any extraordinary Expence ; for I will venture 
to ſay, that if we had not for theie twenty Years paſt ſent 
one Miniſter or Courier abroad, nor kept one marching Re- 
giment on foot at home, the Balance of Power would have 
been more ſecure than it is at preſent, and we ſhould have 
been more confided in by our Friends, and more dreaded by 
our Enemies, than we are at this Time, or have been at any 
Time within that Period. 

It is ſomething ſurpriſing, Sir, but it is what the whole 
Nation is now convinced of, that every extraordinary Article 
of Expence we have put ourſelves to for twenty Years paſt, 
every Negotiation we have entered into, and every Treaty 
we have concluded, has contributed to embroil more and 
more our Affairs, both at home and abroad, and to render 
the Balance of Power in Europe more precarious than it was 
before. By this Conduct, Sir, we at laſt found ourſelves in- 
volved in an open War with ain, and threatned and dic- 
tated to by France, without one Ally to aſſiſt us, and with- 
out one Fund for carrying on the War, except an additional 
two Shillings upon Land ; for we can no more call the Sink- 
ing Fund a Fund for carrying on a War, than we can call 
the Funds appropriated to the Payment of the Intereſt grow- 
ing due to our publick Creditors a Fund for that Purpoſe ; 
becauſe the Sinking Fund was fo ſolemnly, as legally, and as 
authentically appropriated to the Payment of their Princi- 
pal, as ever the other was to the Payment of their Intereſt. 

la theſe Circumſtances we were, Sir, nay, I may ſay, 
in worſe, when the late Emperor died; for France, by ſend- 
ing her Squadrons to the Ye/t-Indies, and the Manifeſto ſhe 
publiſhed upon that Occaſion, had in ſome Meaſure openly 
declared againſt us; and conſidering what little Succeſs we 
have had againſt Spain alone, what Succeſs could we have 
expected againſt France and Spain united together agalult 
us ? From this immediate Danger we were ſet ſree by the 
Accident of the Emperor's Death; for France then ſoreſaw 
ſhe might have a better Game to play, and was therefore 
willing to keep fair with this Nation for a Time; but how 
were we ſet free, Sir, from this immediate Danger? Sir, 
by the Balance of Power's being brought into the moſt im- 
minent, and in all human Probability, the moſt unavoidable 
Danger ; for, ia my Opinion, nothing leſs than a Miracle 

Vol. XIII. L has 
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An. 17. Geb. II. has hitherto prevented the utter Ruin of the Houſe of A. 
ftria, conſidering the many Powers which France has found 


KL — — Mans to unite again{t it, and the little Aſſiſtance it has re- 


ceived from thole who were both in Honour and Intexeſt 
obliged to ſupport it This, Sir, I ſay, has for a Time 
prevented our having Fance avowedly united with Spazr in 
tie preſent War againſt us. If the Emperor had lived, we 
ſhould probably, before now, have been obliged to ſubmit 
to ſuch "I'erms of Peace with Spain, as France pleaſed to 
preſcribe, or we ſhould have been now ſtanding fingle, and 
alone, againſt the joint Force of the two powerful Monar- 
chies of France and Spain ; for confidering how we had de- 
ſerted the Emperor in the Year 1733, he would probably 
have rejoiced at our Diſtreſs; confidering how we have 
treated the King of Pru//ia for ſeveral Years paſt, he would 
certainly have refuſed to give us any Aſſiſtance ; and the 
Dutch durit not have ventured to have joined us, without a 
powerful Confederacy in Germany. By good Conduct, and 
the Athitance of Providence, we might, perhaps, by our- 
ſelves, have been able to have ſupported ſuch a War, eſveci- 
ally if we had by our former Oeconomy paid off our Debts, 
and freed our publick Revenue from Mortgage. We might 
have carried it on with Glory, and ended it with Honour; 
but conſidering what a powerful Navy France might have 
fitted out, if the had no . /ay been obliged to divert he 

Strength by a Land War, and conſider: ing how we ſhould 

have been obliged to Jivide our Naval Force, for the Pro- 
tection of our Trade in every Part of the World, and for 
the Defence of our Dominions in the Mediterranean, and in 
America, as well as at home, it muſt be allowed, that ſuch 


a War, ſuppoſing the belt Conduct on our Side, would have | 
been extremely heavy and dangerous ; and if it had been | 
left to the Management of thoſe, who have hitherto mana- 
ged with fo little Succeſs our War againſt ain alone, we | 


ſhould certainly, before this Time, have been undone. 
From hence we may fee, Sir, that tho' the Emperor's 
Death, at the Time it happened, was unlucky for Eure, 
and may, at laſt, prove unlucky for this Nation, yet it ſul- 
pended, or put off for a Time, the imminent Danger we 
were then expoſed to ; but are we now free from this Dan- 
ger; Does not every Man of common Penetration foreſee, 


that if France be allowed to ſettle the Affairs of Germany to 


her ovn Likeing, this Danger will recur upon us with re- 
doubled Force? She may then dictate to moſt of the other 


States of E952 - She may compel thoſe that formerly would | 
have remained newer, to Join with ain and her agairi | 


us; and thus, unlels we ſubmit to whatever Farce thall 
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pleaſe to preſcribe, we ſhall have not only France, but moſt An. 15. Geo, II. 
of the States of Europe, united with Spain in a War againſt e 
us. Such a War it would be impoſſible for us to ſupport. 
wee ſhould then have no Alternative: We mult ſubmit ; and 
ia ſuch a Caſe, who can tell what Sort of Submiſſion Fance 


; might require ? 
This, Sir, is a moſt diſagreeable, a molt melancholy 
; Proſpe&, and it becomes the more ſo when we conſider, that 
in the preſent diſtreſſed Condition of this Nation, and con- 
7 fuſed State of Europe, it is hardly poſſible to prevent the 
5 Danger, or to diſperſe the Cloud that hangs over us; for un- 
| leſs we can break that Confederacy which France has, by 
: our Blunders, found Means to form againſt the Queen of 
. Hungary, I am afraid, it will be impoſſible for us to form 


any counter Confederacy ; and conſidering the preſent Load 
of Debt we groan under, and the general Uneaſineſo thereby 
c̃“ ccaſioned, it will be impoſſible for us to afford ſuch a 
d powerful Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, as may enable 
ber to make Head againſt ſuch a mighty Confederacy. 
Thus, Sir, I hope, I have demonſtrated, that at preſent 
„ue labour under great Difficulties, and that our Affairs are 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs both abroad and at home. This of 
*X itſelf is ſufficient for raiſing a general Suſpicion againft 


_ dhe Conduct of our Miniſters. From the many expenſive 
A Negotiations we have of late Vears carried on: From the 
1 many expenſive and unprofitable Treaties we have concluded : 
= From the vaſt Expence we have put ourſelves to, for giving 


1 s Weight to thoſe Negotiations, or for enforcing the Obſer- 
vance of thoſe Treaties, the People of this Nation expected, 
that the Liberties of Europe would have been by this Lime 


5 f ſecured, beyond a Poſſibility of being attacked, and the 
5 Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom ſecured beyond a 
= Poſſibility of being interrupted ; and, conſequently, that 
| from this Time we might have diſbanded our Armies, laid 
ve * og 
ap our Squadrons, diſmiſſed our foreign Auxiliaries, and ap- 
1 plied ourſelves fincerely and effectually to the paying oft 
'Or $ * 2 * 1 3 
We our Debts, and aboliſhing our "Taxes. This, I ſay, the 


24 | People expected: This they had Reaſon to expect; and 
row, when they find themſelves diſappointed in every one 


4 | | 

a Jof theſe Particulars, they cannot but ſuſpect, they do mult 
ee. generally, and molt violently ſuſpect, both the Wiſdom and 
x 5 a Integrity of thole who, for ſo many Years, have had the 
$8 Direction of our publick Affairs, and who have never been 
A refuſed any Sum they thought neceſtzry for ſccuring the 
cel N N . 

rr Succeſs of their Meaſures. 


The Difficulties we labour under, the Diſtreſſes we ere 
JLrove to, and the Danger to which the Liberties of Europe, 
1741. ps 


aid 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
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and, conſequently, the Liberties of this Nation, now lie ex- 
poſed, may be owing to Cauſes of a different Nature. They 
may be owing, Sir, to the Folly or Ambition of foreign 
Courts, or to Events that could not be foreſeen or provided 
againſt : It may appear, that our Miniſters have done all that 
human Wiſdom could direct, for preventing thefe fatal E. 
fects; but the preſent Face of Affairs, both at home and abroad, 
affords ſuch a ſtrong Prefumption againſt them, that it i: 
become the Duty of Parliament to make an Inquiry into 
their Conduct. If they are conſcious of no Neglect, Weak. 
neſs, or Crime, they will promote that Inquiry, they will 
aſſiſt us in every Step that is neceffary for making that In. 
quiry ſatis factory to the Nation. If they behave otherwiſe, 
it will add Strength to the Preſumption againſt them, and 


conſequently, ought to make us more zealous in performing | 


our Duty to our Country.” 
* Thus, Sir, if at all Times, it ought to be look'd on as a 


Maxim, that all fuch Papers of Moment as are laid before 


this Houſe, ought to be reterred to a Select Committee, this 


Maxim ought, in our preſent Circumſtances, to be meſt re- 


ligiouſly obſerved, and therefore, I ſhall conclude with mo- 


ving, That the ſeveral Papers preſented to this Houſe on | 
* Monday laſt, and, likewiſe, the ſeveral Papers preſented to | 
* the Houſe T:/fterday, by Mr. Comptro/ler, be referred to 
a Select Committee; and that they do examine the ſame, 
and report to the Houſe, what they find material in them“ 

This Motion being ſeconded, Mr. Henry Pelham ſtocd 


up, and ſpcke as follows: 
Mr. Speaker, 

* If a Parliamentary Inquiry into our paſt Conduct could 
be carried on without any Interruption or Prejudice to our 
future, no Man ſhould be more ready than J to agree to it: 
No Man ſhould be more zealous in promoting it; becaule | 
am convinced, it would terminate in a full Juſtification of 
thoſe lately concerned in our Adminiftration, againſt all the 
Aſperſions and Calumnies that have been caſt upon their 
Conduct. But a Parliamentary Inquiry into the Conduct of 
Miniſters always has been, and always muſt be attended with 
great Warmth; for the molt innocent Miniſter will always 
have a Party in Parliament zealous to condemn, and the moſt 
guilty will generally have a Party zealous to acquit. 'This 
of courſe raiſes a Warmth within Doors, and this Warmth 
within Doors wilt always ccc:fion Heats and Animoſities 
without, which may rite to ſuch a He ght as to break out in 
a Civil War. Of this we had ſuch a late Inſtance, that it 
can eſcape the Notice of no Gentleman in this Houſe. |! 
believe, few Gentlemen will now pretend to juſtify the Con- 

uti 
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x- . dn of thoſe, who were our Miniſters during the laſt four An. 15. Geo. II. 
yy | Þ Years of Queen Anne: I believe, moſt Gentlemen are now 1741, 
on convinced, they were guilty of very high Crimes and Miſ- 
ed IX demeanors ; and yet, we all know, a Parliamentary Inquiry 
at | FT jnto their Conduct, was the Occaſion of a Civil War in the 
E. Kingdom, which might have been fatal to us, if we had at 
ad, IS that Time been engaged in a foreign War, or if Europe had 
is been in ſuch a Situtation as it is in at preſent.” 

to *« I had then, Sir, the Honour to be a Member of this 
k. | EZ Hooſe, and I was zealous for the Inquiry then ſet on Foot, 
ill becauſe I thought the Miniſters guilty, and becauſe I thought 
In. | we had then an Opportunity to inquire into their Conduct, 
ſe, © without expoſing the Nation to any foreign Danger. But 
nd © for as much as I was convinced of the Miſconduct of thoſe 
ng | iniſters, if the Nation had becn at that Time involved in 

| Fa dangerous foreign War, or if the Liberties of Europe had 

$2 been as much in Danger as they are at preſent, I ſhould have 
Ye | been for ſuſpending our Reſentment againſt the Guilty, till 
his ue had fully provided for the Safety of the Innocent; and 
re- the Event ſhewed, that this Sort of Conduct would have 
10- | Mbeen the moſt prudent.” 

on This ought always, in my Opinion, to be a Rule for 
to | Four Conduct, even when we are convinced that Minifters 
to dare criminal, or have been guilty of ſome Piece of Miſcon- 
ne, duct: How much more ought it to be a Rule for our Con- 
m uct, when we are convinced of their Innocence, or have 
od | Hut a bare Suſpicion of their Guilt, When a Parliamentary 


Inquiry is ſet up, Innocence may be a Safeguard, but it 15 
War from being a Safeguard in which a Miniſter can ſecurely 
als end quietly put his Truſt. He muit not fit with his Arms 


zur crois, and truſt to the Honeſty of his Proſecutors and Im- 
it; Hartiality of his Judges. He muſt be watchful that no 
e | Waile Evidence {hall be brought or given againſt him, and 
of Wiligent and expeditious in detecting and expoſing it when it 
the g. He muſt take Care to make his Innocence appear in 
eir ery Inſtance where it is attacked, and for this Purpoſe he 
of Pay very probably be obliged to diſcover Secrets which may 
ith Pe of great Prejudice to the Nation. At the ſame Time, he 


115 Dutt in every Step be watchful, leſt any Point ſhould be car- 
ot oed againſt him by a factious Cabal, and for this Purpoſe he 


is Paſt diligently and earneftly ſollicit the Attendance of all 
th is Friends. Theſe Conſiderations, Sir, muſt ſhew, that du- 
ies ng fuch an Inquiry, no Adminiftration can have Leiſure 
in mind the publick Buſineſs as they ought ; and beſides, 
it e Neceflity Miniſters are in ſuch Caſes reduced to, of di- 

1 iging the Secrets of Government, in order to juſtify their 
n onduct, may be of infinite and irreparable Prejudice to the 


Publick ; 
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An. 16. Geo. II. Publick ; therefore, I think, we ought to lay it down as a | 


Rule for our Conduct, never to conſent to a Parliamentary 
Inquiry into the Conduct of an Adminiſtration, unleſs we he 


convinced, that ſome of thoſe concerned have been guilty of 


very great Crimes or Miſdemeanors.” 

* A common Rumour, or a bare Suſpicion, however ge. 
neral, can be no ſufficient Ground for ſetting up ſuch an In. 
quiry ; becauſe ſuch Rumours and Suſpicions are ſpread a- 

ainlt the beſt, as well as againſt the worſt Miniſters. Nay, | 
a good Minilter is more liable than a bad one to ſuch Ru. 
mours and Suſpicions. If he be frugal of the publick Tren. 
ſure, and cautious in granting publick Favours: If he prefer; 
meritorious Mcdeſty to clamorous Impudence, he mul raiſe 
to himſelf a great Number of Enemies; for every Man wh 
is refuſed any Suit, however juſtly, becomes a ſecret or de- | 
clared Enemy to the Miniſter, and of courſe endeavours to 
propagate Calumnies againſt him; and the Misfortune is, 
that the molt Impudent and Clamorous are generally mol: 
liſtned to by the unthinkipg Part of Mankind. Tho this 
be by far the moſt numerous Part of Mankind, yet, ] hope, 
there are none of them in this Houſe, and therefore, what- | 
ever Rumours or Suſpicions may be ſpread without Doors,“ 


* 
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hope, they will not be liſtned to here, unleſs they appear s 


be founded upon indiſputable Facts, or very ſtrong Preſumy- 


tions.” 


As to Facts, Sir, notwithſtanding the many Rumous : 
that are ſpread without Doors, I have never yet heard 
Prooi offered of any one criminal Fact agzinſt thoſe concem. 
ed in our Adminiſtration; and as to the Preſumptions that 
have been ſuggeſted, I do not think there is the lealt Founda- 
tion for any one of them. That this Nation labours unde: 
great Difficulties, and that the preſent Poſture of Affairs, 
both at Home or Abroad, is far from being agreeable, | 
ſhall readily grant; but to every one who, with Candour, 
examines the Hiltory of this Nation, and of Europe, lor 
Twenty Years paſt, it muſt appear evident, that neither 0: 
theſe Misfortunes can juſtly be imputed to any Deſign ©: 
MiſconduR in our Miniſters. Our Debts were all contracted 
long before the preſent Adminiſtration had a Being,  Atleal 
it any new Debt has been contracted. a much greater Ci: 
one has been paid off; for when our preſent Miniſters firl: 
came into Power, the National Debt was larger than it! 
at preſent, and what was worſe, our publick Credit, by 25 
ill managed Project, was almoſt entirely ſunk. They, tj 
their Wiidom and good Management, ſoon reſtored the ps 
blick Credit of the Nation, and they have ſince paid © 
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much of the publick Debt as it was poſſible, without An. 15. Geo. II, 
Hoading the People with ſome new or additional Taxes, 


« If we had kept up no Army; if we hid kept up no 


3 Navy ; if we had been put to no Expence by the ambitious 
ö Projects of foreign Princes, J ſhall admit, Sir, that a much 
Warger Share of our publick Debt might have deen paid off, 
Wand, perhaps, many of our heavy Taxes aboliſhed. But 
will any one ſay, that at any Time for this Twenty Years 
Fpaſt, it would have been prudent or ſafe to disband our 


rmy ? Will any one ſay, that we ought to have left our 


Navy to rot and fall to decay? Will any one ſay, now that 
Svc ſo ſenſibly feel a Want of Seamen, that we ought not 
always to keep a large Number of Seamen in Pay? Will 
Any one ſay, that when we were threaten'd with an Attack, 


e ought not to have provided for cur Defence? By ſo 


Woing, Sir, we have always prevented the Attack, and there- 
Sy preſerved our domeſtick Tranquility for theſe Twenty 


ears paſt ; and ſurely it will be allowed, that it is both 


Wafer and cheaper to prevent than to repel an Invaſion. 


* The:efore, Sir, if a greater Share of our publick Debt 


Peen aboliſhed, it is not owing to any Miſmanagement in 
Pur Miniſters, but to the publick Neceſſities, which annual- 
required a larger Expence than had been foreſeen. 


If our 
iniſters had taken upon them to be ſole Judges of thoſe 
eceſſities, there might have been ſome Pretence for finding 
ault with their Conduct; but they have regulaily laid theſe 


Neceſſities before the Parliament, and have never put the Na- 


Won to one Shilling Expence, but what has been previouſly 


Wuthoriſed, or afterwards approved of by a Majority in both 


ouſes ; therefore an Inquiry into their Conduct upon this 
Head, may properly be called an Inquiry into the Conduct 
f Parliament, and if you ſhould give Sentence againſt the 
mer, it will be a Condemnation of the latter, which, 


ich Regard to the Reſpect due to Parliament, may have a 


ry bad Effect upon all Degrees of Men in this Kingdom. 
Now, Sir, with regard to the preſent Poſture of Affairs 
WM Home and Abroad, I ſhall grant, it is a Misfortune to 
W's Nation to be involv'd in a War with Spain: I ſhall 
ant it is a Misfortune to Europe, to have fo many ot its 
rinces united ſor deſtroying that Balance of Power upon 
hich their own Independency, at leaſt the Independency of 
of them but one, moſt abiolutely depends. But can cither 
theſe Misfortunes be imputed to any - Miſconduct in our 
niſters? Our being involv'd in a War with Spain, is ow- 
do nothing but the Pride, 'Haughtine(ſs, and Obſtinacy 
that Nation. Did our Miniſters adviſe his Majeſty to 
declare 
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declare War againſt Spain without a Cauſe ? Did they preci. 
pitate the Nation into that War, without having firſt tried 
every Method for obtaining Satisfaction by peaceable Means 
We all know that their Backwardneſs in commencing Hoſj. 
lities was exclaimed againft by many in this Nation, and even 


by thoſe WhO now endeavour to load them with the Misfortune Þ s 


of our being involv'd in War. Thus, Sir, if Miniſters pur. 
ſue pacifick Meaſures, their Conduct is found Fault with, and 
if they purſue warlike Meaſures their Conduct is found Fault 
with; if they provide for our Defence at Home, and thereby Þ 
prevent an Attack, their Conduct is found Fault with, on Ac. 
count of the Expence ; and if, by their neglecting to provide 
for our Defence, the Nation ſhould be invaded, their Con. 
duct would certainly, and, I am ſure, with more Reaſon, be 
found Fault with. This, Sir, makes me think, it is not { 
much their Conduct, as their continuing to be our Minilter;, 
that is the real Ground of Complaint ; and this will bez! 
Ground of Complaint againſt all future, as well as again 
our preſent Miniſters; for no Man that ſerves the Crown 


will give up his Imployment, as long as the King iaclins Þ 


he ſhould keep it, and defires nothing of him, inconſiſtent 
with his Honour, or the Good of his Country, which, iti; 
well known, his preſent Majeſty will never deſire of any Ma 


that ſerves him; and this, perhaps, makes Gentlemen b 


fond of getting into Imployment, but it is, in my Opinion, 
an ungrateſul Return in Gentlemen, to endeavour to diſtreß © 
his Majeſty's Affairs, in order to force themſelves into his 
Service. 

* Thus, Sir, I think, it muſt appear, that no one who 
has the Honour of having a Share in his Majeſty's Councils 
can be blamed for the Misfortune of our being involved in: 
War with Spain, and as little can they be blamed for the pre 
ſent unhappy State of Affairs in Europe, which is entirely 
owirg to one of theſe two Cauſes : Either to a fatal, I may BR 
ſay trantick Ambition in ſome of the Princes of Germany, £7 
who, rather than not extend their Dominions, ſeem reſolved ! 
to render themſelves dependent upon the Crown of Franc; BY 
or it is owing to an unaccountable Obſtinacy in the Court of ÞÞ 
Vienna, who, rather than do Juſtice to their neighbouring ÞY 
Princes in Germany, ſeem reſolved to bring themſelves, and Þ 
the whole German Empire, into a Sort of Subjection to hs BR 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Which of theſe two Cauſes the preſem #3 
Misfortune of Europe is owing to, I ſhall not pretend to de 
termine; but let it be which it will, our Miniſters cannot 


be blamed. It was not, it cannot be ſuppoſed to have bee! 


in their Power to govern the Ambition of the Princes 
Germany, or to overcome the Obſtinacy of the Court 0 
Fiema. 
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ci- ; I hope, I have now ſhewn, Sir, that neither the Dif- An. 15. Geo. II. 


ed ficulties we labour under, nor the preſent dangerous Situati-, 7, 
on of Affairs, can afford any Preſumption of Miſconduct in 
i. thoſe, who for ſome Time paſt, have had the Honour of 
en being in his Majelty's Councils; and as no particular Crime 
me has yet been charged againſt them, nor the leaſt Proof of- 
ur. fered of any Fact, if there are any Suſpicions without Doors, 
nd FS thoſe Suſpicions can have no ſolid Foundation, and ought 
ut not therefore to have ſuch Weight within Doors, as to lead 
eby SE us into a Parliamentary Inquiry, which is always trouble- 
\c FX ſome, and, at this Junture, would be extremely dangerous. 
ide If this Nation be in Diſtreſs, if the Affairs of Europe be in 
on- Diſtreſs, as they certainly are, it ſhould be an Argument 
de! with us to avoid all perſonal Altercations and Animoſities, 
to! and to unite heartily among ourſelves, both in Council 
en, and Action, for retrieving Affairs both abroad and at home. 
en The Caſe of this Nation, the Caſe of Europe, is not yet, 
int thank God ! ſo deſperate, but that both may be reſtored, if 
un proper Remedies be ſpeedily applied. Our publick Cicdit 
ine is yet in a flouriſhing Condition: We may yet raiſe large Sums 
tent for the Support of a neceſſary War; and if the "Tranquility of 
its Europe be reſtored, and eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid Foundation, 
lan we may ſoon pay off old Arrears, as well as what we may be 
% obliged to contract for that ſalutary Purpoſe. Ihe Confe- 
on, deracy formed againit the Queen of Hungary is ſo unnatura!, 
reß that it muſt of itſelf be diſſolved, unleſs the Princes of Germany 
\ his de kept firm to France, by ſeeing it impoſſible or dangerous to 
break from her. This may be prevented, if we immediate- 
who ly unite amongſt ourſelves, and interpoſe with the whole 
eib. Strength of the Pritih Nation; but if, like ignorant and 
ina contentious Phyſicians, we fit accuſing one another of Mal- 
pte. practice, the Patient may expire in the Interim.” 
rely * I muſt, therefore, conjure Gentlemen to give over all 
may perſonal Animoſities, and think of nothing but giving his 
a, © Majeſty that Advice, and thoſe Aids, which may be thought 
vel proper and neceſſary for providing againſt the Calamity that 
ne; (ER threatens us. It any Thing has been done amiſs, we may 
rt of FR foon find a proper Time for inquiring into it, bat the pre- 
ring ſent is far from being ſo; and if no immediate Inquiry be 
and Ceiigned, we have no Occaſion for referring any Papers to 
bis the Conſideration of a Select Committee; for I cannot agree 
eſem with my honourable Friend in thinking, that every impor- 
de: ant Paper, or Parcel of Papers, that are, or may be laid be- 
nut fore the Houſe, ſhould be referred to a Select Committee. If 
been this were laid down as a Rule for our Conduct, we ſhould have 
Lime to do nothing, but to hear and conſider the Reports from 
t i fuch Committees, It would therefore be impoſſible to Ob. 
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Gentlemens Curioſity prompts them to defire a Sight of any 
Papers of State, they move for having them laid before the 
Houſe, and their Motion is always complied with, when 
conſiſtent with the publick Safety. When the Papers thus 


called for are laid upon the Table, they examine them: If 


they find nothing material, their whole Defign is anſwered ; 


r i. 4; 


but if they find any Thing they think worth the Notice of | 


the Houſe, they acquaint the Houſe with what they have 
obſerved, and if a Majority be of the ſame Opinion, the 


Houſe either enters into the immediate Conſideration there. F 
of, which they may eaſily do, becauſe the Papers are upon the 
Table; or refer the Whole to the Confideration of a Com- 


mittee, perhaps a Select Committee. 


This, Sir, is the uſual Method of proceeding in ſuch | 
Caſes, and as no Obſervations have been made upon any of the | 


Papers referred to in this Motion, nor any one Fact men- 
tioned from them for inducing us to take any of them into 


our Conſideration, I muſt ſuppoſe, that thoſe Gentlemen 


who have peruſed them, for I confeſs I have not, have ſound 
nothing in them, they think worth the Notice of the Houle; 
and if they have not, I can ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould 
give any Committee the Trouble to peruſe and examine 
them.” 

* But, befides ſeeing no Reaſon for referring theſe Paper: 
to a Select Committee, there are, I think, ſtrong Reatons 
againſt it. If this Motion ſhould be complied with, it will 
immediately ſpread an Opinion abroad, that inſtead of taking 


proper Mealures for the Time to come, we are going to er- 


ter upon an Inquiry into paſt Meaſures ; this will certainly 
raiſe Diviſions amongſt us, and may produce a Civil War 
inthe Kingdom, or, at leaſt a Breach between his Majeſty and 
his Parliament, which will of courſe difable us from givirg 
our Friends abroad any Aſſiſtance, or interpoſing any Man- 


ner of Way in the Affairs of Europe; and the Conſequence of | 


ſuch an Opinion's being ſpread abroad, may be moſt fatal. 


The Princes now united in an Alliance with France, will | 
then ſee it impoſſible to break off from that Alliance: The | 
other Princes and States of Europe will ſee it impoſſible to form 
any Confederacy, capable of giving a Check to the Detigns 
of France : The Queen of Hungary, deſpairing of any Re- Þ 
lief or Aſſiſtance, will immediately ſubmit to ſuch Terms 


as France ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe ; and the Court of France, 
being free from the Fear of Controul, will ſet no Bounds to 
their Ambition. Suppoſe their preſent chief Miniſter ſhould 
be moderate in his Views ; ſuppoſe he has no other Inten- 
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tion than to reduce the Power of the Houte of Auftria, with- BY 


out 


E893 
out adding to the Power of the Houſe of Ponrbon, yet in An. 15. Geo. II. 


any ſuch a Caſe, it would be impoſſible for him to item the ela 
the Torrent of French Ambition, or to govern a Court where 
hen that Paſſion has always ſo much prevailed.” 
thus The ſpreading ſuch an Opinion abroad is, therefore, 
- I; XY Sir, what we ought moſt carefully to prevent; but if this 
ed; Motion ſhould be agreed to, it would be impollible to prevent 
e of a moſt ftrit Inquiry, and a molt violent Proſecution's being 
ave I fet on Foot. There are many Gentlemen, I hope, bot! 
the FS within Doors and without, of a moderate Diſpoſition, and 
ere. EX ſuch as have a greater Regard for the Safety of the Publick, 
the! than for any perſonal Reſentment. Thoſe Gentlemen may, 
om- as yet, be able to govern and moderate the Temper of the 
Nation, or, at leaſt of this Houſe ; but if a Select Com- 
uch IX mittee were once named, I am afraid, it would be out of 
the EX their Power. 'That Committee would think it incumbent 
en. upon them to do ſomething: The Papers now propoſed to 
nto be referred to them would give them an Iuclination to ſce 
men others, and thoſe again would make them think it neceſſary 
ind to ſee more, till they had got all the State Papers, even the 
ſe; FX moſt ſecret before them; and in order to ſucceed in all their 
ald Motions for this Purpole, and to have their Report approved 
ine FE of, they would endeavour to raiſe, and would probably 
FX ſucceed in raiſing a moſt violent and revengeful Spirit, both 
den without Doors and within, which might fall heavy upon 
ons FE ſome innocent Men, as well as upon the Guilty. The for- 
vil mer, his Majeſty would certainly, from his known Juſtice 
irg and Reſolution, endeavour to protect, and what might be 
en- the Conſequence of ſuch a Conteit God only knows.” 
nly Thus, Sir, as I can ſee no Reaſon for this Motion: As, 
ar 1 think, it would be attended with the molt dangerous, the 
nd FX molt fatal Conſequences, I muſt therefore be againſt it, and 
ro | hope the honourable Gentlemen will not inſiſt upon their 
n. Motion ; for even their inſiſting upon it may have a very 
of bad Effect upon his Majeſty's Negotiations abroad.” 
al. The Hon. Alexander Hume Campbell ſpoke next. me oy ume 
ill Sir, Ampel. 
ne The honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has made 
m me conſider the Motion now before you with great Attenti— 
us oa, and that the Tlouſe may do the fame, I deſire, it may 
e | be again read by the Clerk at your Table. 
ns The Motion being read, be went on thus. 
| * I cannot conceive, Sir, how the honourable Gentleman 
to could from this Motion take Occaſion to talk of Inquiries 
d or perſonal Piques and Reſentments. Is there any Word, 


n-. there any Expreſhon in the Motion, that ſcems to inſi— 
nuaze, as if an Inquiry were intended, or that can be thought 
M 2 da 


An. 15. Geo. II. to carry any perſonal Reſentment? If an Hon. Gentleman 
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near him had talk'd ſo upon this Queſtion, I ſhould not have 


ho —n—— been ſurpriſed, becauſe, I believe, there is nothing he dread; 


ſo much; and when one's Mind is ſtrongly poſſeſſed with the 
Fear of any thing, the Imagination often preſents the Phan. 
tom when there is no real Appearance; but as I am convin. 
ced, the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt can dread no In- 
quiry, with reſpe& to himſelf at leaſt, I am amazed how this 
Que ſtion came to preſent to his View the Phantom of an In- 
uiry.“ 
*. di, there is nothing more in this Queſtion, nor, I believe, 
any thing more intended by it, than a proper Examination 
of thoſe Papers, which were certainly called for with the 
Deſign of having them properly examined; and as they can- 
not be properly examined without referring them to a Select 
Committee, I hope to ſhew ſ.ch Reaſons for our complying 
with the Motion, as cannot be ſuppoſed to proceed from any 
perſcnal Reſentment, but I muſt beg Leave to ſay a Word or 
two about Inquiries in general, which the Hon. Gentleman 
has repreſented in ſo hideous a Light. He has told us. Sir, 
that Parliamentary Inquiries always raiſe Diviſions, Heats, 
and Animoſities, and have ſometimes raiſed a Civil War in 
the Kingdom. On the contrary, I will venture to affirm, 
from the whole Tenor cf our Hiſtory, that the Preventing 
or Oppoſing of a Parliamentary Inquiry has always had that 
Effect; and that the giving Way to a Parliamentary Inquiry, 
when the Majority of the Nation call'd for it, never raiſed 
any. The Rebellion at the Beginning of the late Reign, 
was not occaſioned by the Parliamentary Inquiry then ſet 


"on Foot, but by a Jacobite Spirit which at that Time but 


too univerſally prevailed in the Nation. Whatever Tran! 
greſſions the former Miniſters had been guilty of, they had 
found Means to ſet themſelves at the Head of a very nume- 
rous and powerful Party in the Nation, who were attached 
to them, not by Bribery and Corruption, or any ſelfiſh View, 
but from a real, tho' very wrong Principle. That Party 
wanted nothing but a Head for flying to Arms, and the In- 
quiry, indeed, furniſhed them with what they wanted. but 
is this the Caſe at preſent? Can it be ſaid, that our preſent 
Miniſters have any Party attached to them from Principle! 
They have no Party but ſuch as are attached to them from 
Motives of Selt-Intereſt, and as ſoon as yoa take from them 
the Diſtribution of the Loaves and Fiſhes, their Followet:s 
will deſert them of courſe.” 
* We have therefore, Sir, nothing to fear from ſetting up 
a Parliamentary Inquiry, but a great deal from our neglecting 
it. The whole Nation, at lealt all thoſe who dare ſpeak 
their 
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n FS their Minds, call loudly for it, and if it ſhould be prevented, An. 15. Geo, II. | 
„e or defeated by a Court Majority in Parliament, it will raiſe 1741. | 
% a general Diſaffection to our Government. Will our Friends | 
© abroad put any Truſt or Confidence in ſuch a Government? | 
n- PX Can our Enemies dread any Thing from ſuch a Government? | 
n- FX Sir, it is well known, both abroad and at home, that an un- | 
popular Government in this Kingdom never did, nor, J hope, | 
is IS ever can act with Vigour or Spirit. I ſay, I hope, it never 
n+ can; for this muſt be the Caſe as long as there is the leaſt 

Relick of Liberty amongſt us. All thoſe fatal Conſequences 
e, FS therefore, which the Hon. Gentleman has been pleated to 
n prognoſticate from our entering upon an Inquiry into our 
ne late Conduct, may more naturally, and more reaſonably be 
n- FX prognoſticated, nay, muſt neceſſarily enſue, from our not 
> FT giving the Nation the Satisfaction they expected from this new 
g Parliament. Our Friends abroad will deſpair : Our Enemies 
ly FS will rejoice. For this Reaſon, Sir, ſo far as I can judge at 
or IS preſent, I ſhall give my Vote for an Inquiry as ſoon as it 
in FX ſhall be propoſed ; and I ſhall be for carrying it through 
ir, uith all poſſible Strictneſs, without any perſonal Prejudice. 
te, I have no Reſentment againſt any but thoſe who are ſu- 


in FX ſpected of being the Enemies and Betrayers of their Coun- 
n, FS try, and againſt ſuch I ſhall always have a Reſentment, till 


nz I fee them cleared by an honeſt and fair Inquiry.” 

at * But I beg Pardon, Sir, for taking up ſo much of your 

„Time upon this Subject; for the preſent Queſtion is not about 

ed FS an Inquiry, it has nothing to do in the Debate; much leſs 

n, with Admonitions againſt perional Piques and Animoſities; | 
et for from what is now propoſed, no Man can fear a pertonal | 
ut FF Attack, unleſs he be conſcious, that from theſe Papers ſome- 

. thing criminal in his Conduct may be diſcovered ; and I | 
ad hope no Member of this Houſe will refuſe doing his Duty 

e- towards his Sovereign, for fear ſome Crime ſhould thereby 

d FRY be diſcovered in any Miniſter. I ſay, doing his Duty to- 

w, wards his Sovereign, Sir, for whether we (hall do fo or no, 

s the Queſtion, and the only Queſtion now before us. His 

n- Majeſty, in his moſt gracious Specch from the Throne, 

ut: has expreſsly required our Counſel and Afſiltance ; Can we 


nt FRY give him either without firſt knowing how? Can we know 
? how, without firſt examining. into the preſent State of Af- 
m þ fairs both abroad and at home? Would not a Phyſician be 


m Fx? Madman, to preſcribe to a Patient, without firſt examining 
into the State of his Diſtemper, the Cauſes from which it 

I aroſe, and the Remedies that had before been applied? 
? Wl This is our Caſe at preſent. His Majeſty has defired our | 
2 BY Counſel : If he had not, we are bound to give it, conſidering | 
ik the preſent melancholy State of Affairs; and for this Purpole | 


ire ooght to examine into it as narrowly as we can. 3. 
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1741. in this Motion: Neither ſhall I, unleſs this Motion be agreed 

Lo_—y— to; for who would peruſe ſuch Piles of Papers, without an 

Expectation at leaſt, that his Peruſal might probably be at. 

tended with ſome good Effect. But from the very Titles 

of them, I can ſce, that it is abſolutely neceſſary to have all 

theſe Papers, at leaſt, narrowly look'd into, before we can 

know any Thing about the political Diſtemper which at 

preſent threaten the Liberties of this Nation, as well as the 

Liberties of Faroe, with an immediate Diſſolution. We 

are by Treaty obliged to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary a. 

gainit the French and Bawarians, becauſe they directly at. 

tack the Pragmatick Sanction; but we are not obliged by 

1 reaty to aſlitt her againſt the King of Pruſſia, becauſe he 

aſſerts only what he pretends to be the antient Rights of his 

Houſe. We are therefore both in Honour and juſtice obj. 

ged to inquire into the Foundation of this Diſpute ; for if 

Pruſſia's Claim be juſt, and the Queen of Hungary obſti- 

nately refuſes to do him Juſtice, it will free us from the En- 

gagement we are under, of aſſiſting her againſt the Fencl 

and Bawvarians ; becaule, tho' we have guarantied the Prag- 

aatick Santtion, yet it the by her Obſtinacy makes it more 

difficult and dangerous for us to perform that Guaranty, than 

it would have been otherwiſe, it trees us both in Equity and 
Honour from that Engagement.“ 

This, Sir, mult ſhew how abſolutely neceſſary it is ſar 
us to examine ſtrictly into the Contents of the Letters, Me- 
morials, and Papers preſented to us, before we can give any 
Advice to his Majeſty, with regard to the preſent State of 
Aﬀuirs in Europe; and particularly, Sir, I muſt mention the 
Treaty between his Majeſty and the Queen of Hungary, 
dated at Hanover, June 13, 1741. Surely this Treaty, 
with every Paper, previous and conſequent, relating to it, 
ought to be examined in the ſtricteſt Manner, before we can 
judge how Matters ſtands between us and the Queen of Hun- 

ary.” 

* Then, Sir, with regard to our War with Spain, a: 
there have been many Diſputes between France and us, on 
Account of that War, and as its Continuance very much 
depends upon the impartial as well as neutral Behaviour of 
the French, we ought certainly to examine carefully the Fa- 
pers, before we offer any Advice to his Majeſty, relating to 
the future Conduct of the War. The Caſe may ſtand be- 
tween the King of Pruſia and Queen of Hungary, 10: 
to free us from any Obligation to aſſiſt her; but if it ſhould 
appear, that the French have aſſiſted the Spariards as muc\ 
as they could in an underhand Manner, we may from thenc: 
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they have ſettled the Aﬀairs of Germany to their Mind. 
This ſhould make us, without any other Conſideration, re- 
ſolve to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary in the moſt ſtrenuous 
Manner, let the Conſequence be what it will. Nay, I don't 
know, but that it ſhould make us immediately declare War 
againſt France; for it would be better to declare againſt her, 
whilſt ſhe is engaged in War with the Queen of Hungary, 
than to wait for her declaring againſt us, after ſhe has re- 
duced the Queen of Hungary to her own Terms.“ 

* Theſe Arguments, I hope, the Hon. Gentleman can- 
not ſay proceed from any perſonal Reſentment. It is not 


; poſſible for any one to ſuppoſe, that a Parliamentary Proſe- 


cution would be the Conſequence of this Motion, without 


© firſt ſuppoſing, that our Miniſters have been guilty of ſome 
criminal Sort of Conduct; and this is a Suppoſition which I 
T ſhall not make, leſt the Hon. Gentleman ſhould ſay, it pro- 
ceeds from particular Prejudice: Surely the Parliament may 
offer Advice, and take the proper Methods for being able to 
do ſo, without ſetting up an Inquiry. None of the Argu- 
ments he has made uſe of againſt an Inquiry can, therefore, 
operate in the leaſt againſt this Motion, which tends merely 
to enable us to perform, as we ought, that Duty his Majeſty 
has required of us; and the ſooner we {et about the Perfor- 

mance of that Duty, it will be the better both for ourſelves 


and our Friends. The publick Affairs of this Nation hare 


© for many Years paſt, been ſolely directed by his Majelly's 
inferior Councils, for his great and ſupreme Council has ne- 
ver once offered any Advice, but ſuch as was dictated by the 
= Miniſter : Both the Affairs of this Nation, and the Affairs 
of Europe, are at laſt brought into the utmoſt Diſtreſs : Whe- 
ther the Advice his Majeſty has received from his inferior 
Councils has any Way contributed to this Diſtreſs, I ſhall 
not pretend to determine; but it is certain, their Advice has 
not prevented it, nor have they applied ſo much as one Re- 
medy, tho' the Diſtreſs has been apparent for above this 
x 1 welvemonth. It is therefore high Time for his Majeſty's 
great Council to interpoſe with its Advice. From ſuch an 
laterpoſition our Friends will conceive Hopes, our Enemies 
Apprehenſions.“ * 
This, Sir, makes me extremely ſollicitaus about the Suc- 
ess of this Motion; becauſe the Fate of Europe, as well as of 


this Nation, in a great Meaſure, depends upon it. It this Mo- 


tion be agreed to, I ſhall expect to ſee the Queen of Hungary 
continue to reſiſt the Torrent of Enemies that have broke in 
upon her, with that ſurpriſing Firmneſs of Mind ſhe has hi- 
rherto manifeſted : If this Motion ſhould be rejected, eſpeci- 


ally 


judge, that they will declare openly againſt us, as ſoon as An, 16. Ces. Il. 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. ally if by a great Majority, I fear, it may have a moſt mit 
1741. chievous Effect upon her Councils, by making them deſpair, 
and conſequently ſubmit ; I ſhall therefore heartily give ny 
Affirmative to the Queſtion.” 
Mr Winnington, Hereupon Mr Winnington * ſpoke to the following Effect: 
Mr Speaker, 

Whatever Gentlemen may pretend, it is evident, that 
the Motion now under our Conſideration, mult produce an 
Inquiry, and a very general one too. You are deſired W 
appoint a Select Committee, and, I ſuppoſe, the next Mo. 
tion will be to make it a Secret one; to do what? To 
examine the ſeveral Papers mentioned in the Motion, and 
to report what they may think material in them. Is nc 
this a Motion for an Enquiry into the Affairs which thoſe 
Papers relate to? It is certainly therefore a Motion for: 
particular Inquiry. But can any one imagine the Inquiry 
will ceaſe there? An Inquiry into thoſe Affairs will natu- 
rally, and even neceſſarily, produce an Inquiry into other | 
Affairs, and thoſe again into others; ſo that the Inquiry wil, 
at laſt, become general, and may extend itſelf farther back 
than moſt People now dream of; for there is ſuch a Con- 
catenation between State Aﬀairs, domeſtick and foreign, 
precedent and ſubſequent, that it is impoſſible to judge of 
one without a thorough Inſight into all the reſt, till you 
arrive at a certain Criſis, when the whole Affairs of the 
Nation began to take a new Turn, which probably will be! 
as far back as the Acceſſion of his late Majeſty to the 
Throne. | | 

Whether we can find Twenty-one Perſons in thi 
Houſe, fit to be intruſted with all the Secrets of our G6 
vernment, is what I very much queſtion, but this I an 
ſure of, that when a Secret Committee is once named, and 
inveſted with the uſual Powers, no one can tell how far the 
will go. The Mind of Man is naturally curious, and fond 
of diving into Secrets, eſpecially when they think they may 
thereby raiſe their Character, purſue their Intereſt, or gr» 
tify their Relentment. We may therefore ſuppoſe, that this - 
Secret Committee will extend their Inquiries as far as po 
fible, and that in every Report they make, they will ret: 
it to ſome Affair not yet inquired into. This will ge 
them a Pretence for defiring an Extenfion of Power, Jt 
as the Majority of the Houſe will probably be as curiou 
as they, their Deſire will be readily granted. Thus tt BY 
Houſe, initead of putting a Stop to their Progrels, i 
probably encourage it, and his Majeſty can put an End vB 
it no other Way than by a Diſſolution or Prorogation, eiti* BY 

6 


*Cofferer of his Majeſty's Houſehold. 
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of which would throw all Things into Confuſion, From An. 15. Geo, II. 
whence we may ſee, that our agreeing to this Motion muſt 1771. 


15 neceſſarily terminate in a general Inquiry into the Conduct WS 
= of our publick Affairs, for God knows how many Years 
A: paſt; and this, beſides diſcovering all the Secrets of our 
Government to our Enemies, would certainly raiſe great 
bu Animoſities and Heart-burnings amongſt us, which at a 
an BY Time when we are in open War with Spain, and when the 
| to FE Liberties of Europe ſtand ſo much in need of our Aſſillance, 
\o- might be attended with Conſequences which I tremble to 
To FR think of. | 
and « A Civil War, Sir, is in itſelf a moſt terrible Evil, but 
net conſidering the preſent Circumſtances of Things, that would 
io de one of the leaſt Evils we ſhould have to fear; for while 
Ir 1 we were engaged in cutting one another's Throats, the Li- 
uiry WE berties of Europe would be undone, and the Nation itſelf 
atl- WS would fall a Prey to its moſt antient and mot inveterate 
ther BS Enemy, That an Inquiry into the paſt Conduct of our 
wil, publick Affairs would have ſuch a Tendency, has, I think, 
"Ck WE been confeſſed by thoſe who have ſpoke in Favour of this 
on WF Motion. It has been allowed, that the Inquiry at the Be- 
ig, ginning of the late King's Reign, furniſhed a Head for 


e ate diſaffected Party; and that this was the Cauſe of the 
yol RS Rebellion muſt likewiſe be allowed, for without a Head, 
the BF the Diſaffected, or if you pleaſe, the Party attached to the 


Il FF former Adminiſtration, could never have had Recourſe to 

in B'S Arms. How are we ſure, that an Inquiry at this Time | 
may not produce the ſame Effet ? It is gratis dictum to | 

ti day, that no Man is attached to our preſent Adminiltration | 


6⁰ but from Motives of Self Intereſt: I might as well ſay, that 


[ an none but Jacobites and Republicans are againſt it. 
and WY * All thoſe who approve of our publick Meaſures, and 
they FF are convinced that nothing has been done amiſs, mult be | 
ton. attached to the Government from a Principle of Juſtice, | 
03) BR and would, nay ought to ſtand up againſt their being un- 
+ RF juſtly condemned by a prevailing Faction in Parliament; | 
t thi = we are not therefore to ſuppoſe, that our preſent Miniſters 


pe would be deſerted by all their Friends, upon a Cenſure's be- 

ing unjuſtly paſſed againſt them in Parliament. And as Se- 
ge ciet Committees generally pique themſelves upon finding 
Fault, and upon getting their Opinion approved of by a 
uro Majority, ſuch a Cenſure would probably be the Conſe- 


— ͥͤ ͤw r — 


's Ut BE quence of an Inquiry, which might put the Friends of our | | 
x | nquiry, 

Ministers upon defending them by Arms, ſince they found 

nd "FX they could not defend them by a Majority of Voices in Par- 

eine WF liament. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. To this I muſt add, Sir, the Danger of his Majeſly“ 
1741. being prevailed on to think, that the Proſecution of his Mi. 
niſters proceeded from a Jacobite or Republican Spirit in 
Parliament, and that tho* the Atte ck was firſt made upon 
his Miniſters, it was principally deſigned againſt himſelf, or 
againſt the molt eſſential Prerogatives of his Crown. This 
Belict his Majeſty may the more eaſily be brought into, from I 
the Example of the Parliament of the Year 1640. That 
Parliament, or at leaſt the principal Leaders of it, had cer 
tainly, from the very Beginning, a Deſign againſt the 
Crown itſelf, but they covered their Deſign under the Cloak 
of a Defire to puniſh guilty Miniſters, and a Zeal for that 
very Conlticution which they intended to deſtroy. They 
attack'd the King's Miniſters, and thoſe Miniſters, perhaps, 
deſerved the Attack, but the Conſequence ſhewed, that 
their chief Deſign was againſt the Crown. In this, it is 
now certain, they were encouraged by the Court of France, 
and ſome of them, perhaps, were bribed by French Gold, 
May not the ſame Thing happen again? May not the Ma- 
Jority of this Houſe be influenced by a Jacobite or Republi- 
can Spirit, ſupported by French Promiſes and French Gold! 
If this ſhould happen to be the Caſe, his Majeity would be 
obliged to defend himſelf and his Miniſters by Force of 
Arms; and ſuppoſe this were not really the Cale, yet if his 

Majeſty ſuppoſed it were, the Effect would be the ſame. 

* We ſhould therefore, Sir, be extremely cautious of go- 
ing upon an Inquiry into the Conduct of Miniſters, unleſs we 
have ſome very ſtrong Proofs of their being guilty, and 
ſuch as may give our Sovereiga Reaſon to think they are fo. 
Such Proofs are neceſſary not only in juſtice to our Miniſters, Þ 
who ought not to be ſubjected to the Trouble and Danger BR 
of a Trial, without any Sort of Proof, but alſo in reſpett F 
to our Sovereign, and in order to prevent his having any Su- 
ſpicion, that the Inquiry proceeds from Diſaffection to him, 
or from a concealed Deſign againſt his Crown aud Dignity. 

Such a Caution is neceſſary at all Times, but eſpecially at 
preſent, on Account of the Circumſtances of our Affairs, 
both domeſtick and foreign. With regard to our domeſtick 
Affairs, it is well known, that there is ſtill a very ſtrong 
Spirit of Jacobitiſm in the Country, and therefore, when a 
Spirit of Inquiry prevails in Parliament, the King has Rea- 
ſon to believe it proceeds from a Spirit of Jacobitiſm, unleſs 
by the Proofs upon which that Inquiry is founded, he ſhould 
be convinced, that there are very good Reaſons to ſuſpect 
his Miniſters having been guilty of Miſconduct, Then with 
regard to the Circumſtances of our Affairs abroad, we are in 

den Var with Spain, and upon very bad Terms with 
Franc, 
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. 
her ambitious Deſigns in Europe, by giving effectual Aſliſt- 


ance to the Queen of Hungary. A Diſſenſion between his 


Majeſty and his Parliament would prevent our being able to 
proſecute the War againſt ain with Vigour, or to give any 


Diſturbance to the Projects of France : It is therefore the 


Intereſt of both, to raiſe, if poſſible, ſuch a Diſſenſion; 
and for that Purpoſe to procure an Attack upon the belt Mi- 
nilters of the Crown. This his Majeſty has, at this Time 
eſpecially, great Reaſon co be jealous of ; and if he ſhould 
ſee any of his Miniſters attacked in Parliament without 
Proof, without ſo much as an Allegation of any particular 
criminal Fact, would not he have great Reaſon to conclude, 
that the Attack proceeded from French and Spanih Gold, 
and that according to the old Maxim, Principiis obſta, he 
was obliged, both tor his own Safety, and the Safety of his 
Kingdoms, to ſtifle it in its Infancy. 

Baut the Inquiry now propoſed is not, it ſeems, with a 
Deſign to attack any of his Majeſty's Miniſters, or to diſco- 
ver any Crimes or Overſights in their Conduct, but merely 
to enable us to give his Majeſty our Counſel and Advice 
upon the preſent Poſture of Affairs. Sir, if the Advocates 
for this Motion have ſuch a Knowledge of our ancient Con- 
ſtitution as they pretend, they muſt know, that to counſel 
or adviſe is the proper Buſineſs of the other Houſe : Our 
Buſineſs is to conſent : Our very Writs ſhew, that this is 
our proper Province ; and therefore, I think, we ought not 
to be forward in offering our Advice, except when it is 
particularly and expreſsly aſk'd by his Majeſty. In his 
Speech from the Throne his Majeſty has, tis true, told both 
Houſes, for this Part of the Speech is addreſſed to both, 
that the Poſture of Affairs makes our Counſel and Aſliltance 
neceſſary. Whether theſe two Words ought to be taken 
jointly or ſeparately is the Queltion ? According to our an- 
tient Conſtitution, they ought to be taken ſeparately : The 
Word Counſel ought to be ſuppoſed to be direfted to the 
other Houſe, and the Word A4/ifance to this. The Peers 
are to adviſe ſuch Meaſures as they think neceflary : The 
Commons are to aſſiſt by granting ſuch Sums as are neceſſary 
for carrying thaſe Meaſures into Execution. But ſuppoſe 
the Words were to be taken jointly, we are not from hence 
to conclude, that we are to determine what Points we are 
to give our Advice upon, We ought to {uppoſe, that his 
Majeſty will afterwards communicate to us, by Meſſage, the 
Points upon which he deſires our Advice ; and when he does 
ſo, he will certainly order all the neceſſary Papers to be 
laid before the Houſe, or if they are of ſo fecret a Nature 

1741, N 2 that 


France, becauſe of her Apprehenſions leſt we ſhould defeat An. 15. Geo. II. 


1741. 


( 92 ) 
An. 15. Geo, II. that they ought not to be laid before ſuch a numerous Af. 
1741. ſembly, he will defire us to appoint a Secret Committee for 
inſpecting ſuch Papers as he may think fit to communicate, 
To wait for ſuch a Meſſage would be acting in our proper 
Sphere, and with due Reſpect to our Sovereign, agreeably 
to our antient and real Conſtitution. Jo act otherwiſe, 
would be a Breach of our Duty to our Sovereign, and ſuch 
an Incroachment upon our Conſtitution, as might at this 
at ns be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Li. 
rties of Europe, as well as the Liberties of our native 
Country. 

After what I have ſaid, Sir, I believe, I may freely 
declare, that I neither think it my Duty, nor do I thinj: [ 
have any Call to examine how Affairs ſtand between us and 
the Queen of Hangary, and much leſs between her and the 
King of Pru//jia ; nor do I think we ought to examine how 
Matters ftand between France and us with regard to our 
War with Spain. When his Majeſty deſires our Advice, 
it will then, and not till then, be neceſſary to examine the 
Papers already laid before us, or ſuch as may hereafter be 
laid before us, relating to any of the Points upon which 
that Advice is deſired; and if his Majeſty ſhould require it, 
but not otherwiſe, I ſhall be for appointing a Select and Se- 
cret Committee for examining into ſuch Papers as bis Ma- 
jeſly tells us are not proper to be divulged to the whole 
Houſe. | | 

* Thus, Sir, it muſt appear, that if the Motion now be- 
fore us he deſign'd as a Foundation for an Inquiry into the 
Couduct of our Miniſters, it ought not to be complied with; 
anc 1f it be deſign'd only as a Step towards enabling us to 
give his Majeſty our Advice, it is too early. Let us exa- 
mine it therefore in what Light we will, it appears to be 
improper. This is my ſincere Opinion of it, and for this 
Reaſon, I hope the honourable Gentleman will excuſe me, if 
] give my Negative to his Motion.” 


Sir Watkin Wil- Mr Wrnningten was anſwered by Sir Watkin William: 

wams Wynne, If ypne : | 
Sir, | 

* If the Houſe were to be directed by ſuch Reaſoning 28 

an Hon. Gentleman has made uſe of againſt this Motion, we 

ſhould never inquire into the Conduct of any Miniſter, nor 

into the State of any publick Affair, foreign or domeſtick, 

but when the Miniſter ſhould pleaſe to give us Leave; I ſay 

Miniſter, Sir, for there has always been a Sort of Gentle- 

men in this Houſe, who make uſe of the Word Sovereign i- 

ſtead of Miniſter, in order to give an Appearance vf Reaſon 

to an Argument which would otherwiſe appear in itſelf r. 

diculous 
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ments which the Hon. Gentleman has made uſe of, and by 
ſubſtituting the Word Miniſter, which is the only proper 
Word to be made uſe of in this Houſe, when we talk of any 
publick Affair, inſtead of the Word Sovereign, you will 


then ſee his Arguments in their true Light. 


He ſays, we ought never to inquire into the Conduct of 


= Miniſters, or to ſpeak more properly, of one fole Miniſter, 
FS unleſs we have ſuch Proofs againſt him as muſt convince that 
E Miniſter of his having been in the wrong; and the Reaſon 
for this, he ſays, is, leſt that Miniſter ſhould ſuſpect, or ra- 
ther pretend, that the Inquiry into his Conduct proceeded 

# from a Jacobite or Republican Spirit, or from the Influence 
of Foreign Gold. Sir, upon ſuch a Principle could the Par- 
© liament ever inquire into the Conduct of any Miniſter ? A 
ES Miniſter may be conſcious of his Crimes or Miſconduct; but 
could the Parliament, previous to any Inquiry, ever have 
ſuch Proofs againſt him, as would induce him to confeſs his 
having been weak or criminal? If the Weakneſs of his 
Conduct were from its Effects apparent to the whole Nation, 
he would pretend, that thoſe Effects proceeded from Acci- 
dents that could not be foreſeen or provided againſt, or from 


the Ambition, Obſtinacy, or Weakneſs of Foreign Courts, 


Sand not from any Weakneſs in the Meaſures he had purſued. 
Suppoſe we had poſitive Evidence againſt him: Suppoſe we 
pad Letters under his Hand, for proving his having been 
Wuilty of the moſt treaſonable Practices; a guilty Miniſter 


would pretend, that the Letters were forged, or that the 
itneſſes were Jacobites, or Republicans, or brib'd by Fo- 


Feign Gold, and therefore not to be credited. In ſhort, Sir, 
Wie more guilty a Miniſter is, the more poſitively, the more 
rrogantly, will he inſiſt upon his Innocence, and that there- 
Wore he ought not be put to the Trouble of defending himfelt 
Bgainſt a Parliamentary Inquiry. Thus we muſt never in- 


uire into the Behaviour of any Miniſter while he continues in 


Wat Station, unlels it be at his own Defire, and with a View 
10 juſtify and applaud his Wiſdom and Conduct; nor into 


e Behaviour of any diſcarded Minilter, unleſs it be to ſatisfy 


e Revenge of ſome ſucceeding one; and what a pretty 
Piniſterial Tool this Argument would make of a Parliament, 
I ſhall leave to the Conſideration of thoſe Gentlemen who 
Pike uſe of it. 


* For my Part, Sir, I ſhall always be of Opinion, that 


e leaſt Suſpicion of Wickedneſs, the leaſt Suſpicion of 


eakneſs, in the Conduct of any publick Affair, or in the 
Fonduct of cur publick Affairs in general, is a ſufficient Foun- 


non for a Parliamentary Inquiry. Nay, ſuch Inquiries 


ought 


1 diculous. To confirm what I ſay, I ſhall repeat the Argu- An. 15. Geo. Il. 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. Ought to be often ſet on Foot, even when there is no Suzi 
1741. cion of any Miſconduct. Shall a Miniſter ſay, I have beer 
a very honeſt and faithful Miniſter, arid therefore I ought no: 
to be put to the Trouble of having my Conduct inquir'd in- 
to. Sir, a Steward may as well ſay, I have been a very ho. 
neſt Man and a good Steward, and therefore ought not to he 
put to the Trouble of paſſing my Accounts. Every Gentle. 
man knows, that the proper, and indeed the only Way o 
keep a Steward honeſt, is to make him frequently paſs his 
Accounts. A good Steward will defire it, and ſo will a good 
Miniſter ; for a Miniſter is but a Steward for the Publick, Þ 
and therefore when I find a Miniſter uſing all his Art to evade 
or prevent a Parliamentary Inquiry, it will always give me: 
Suſpicion of his Conduct, and conſequently will with me be 
a prevailing Argument for ſetting up immediately an 1mpar 
tial and ſtrict Inquiry. This, Sir, was the Maxim of our 
Anceſtors : By this Maxim they have handed down to us ou 
Liberties and Properties. Without this Maxim we flul 
hand nothing down to our Poſterity, but Slavery and po. 
verty. 

A Civil War, I ſhall grant, Sir, is a terrible Misfortune; 
but it is far from being the moſt terrible; for I had rather 
ſee my Country engag'd for twenty Years in a Civil Wan 
than to ſee it tamely ſubmit but for one Year to miniſterial 
Bondage; therefore, if this Country ſhould ever be reduc'd 
to the fatal Dilemma of being oblig'd to give up its Liber Wn 
ties, or engage in a Civil War, I hope no true Briton wou 
balance a Moment in his Choice. Thank God ! this is no: 
our Caſe at preſent. I hope the Fate of this Queſtion wil i 
ſhew it is not our Caſe ; for from our Inquiry into the C 
duct of our preſent Miniſters, no Civil War, I am ſure, c: 
enſue. If they are innocent, an impartial Inquiry will jui- 8 
fy their Conduct. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would be offering Wl 
the higheſt Indignity to this Houſe, which has never im 
peach'd, nor paſs'd any Cenſure upon a Miniſter without : 
juſtifiable Cauſe. If our Minitters are guilty, they ought v Wl 
be puniſh'd, and his Majeſty has too much Wiſdom ' 
think of protecting a guilty Miniſter againſt the Jultice d 
the Nation. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would be offering tt Www 
higheſt Inſult to the Crown. | | 

What Motives Gentlemen may have for being attach 
to our preſent Miniſters, I do not know, nor ſhall determine: 
but when Gentlemen poſſeſs'd of Poſts which they get 

| his Favour, and perhaps hold at his Pleaſure, are almoſt “. 
| | | only Perſons that appear in his Vindication ; the Prefimp!:9 
| militates ſtrongly againſt the Diſintereſtedneſs of cher 


* Behaviour, as well as againſt the Uprightneſs of his * 1 
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believe, no Man in the Kingdom apprehends, that any of 
BE chem would attempt drawing their Swords in his Defence. 
= The Danger of a Civil War is therefore not in the leaſt to 
be apprehended from a fair Inquiry into our Miniſter's Con- 
duct; but conſidering the Suſpicions and Expectations of the 
People, if this Seſſion of Parliament ſhould end without ſuch 
an Inquiry, a Civil War may very probably be the Conſe- 
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| auct; and whatever ſuch Gentlemen may pretend, if his An. 15. Geo. II. 


Majeſty ſhould give his Miniſter up to national Juſtice, I 


quence. The People will not, but his Majeſty may ſuppoſe, 


that our Neglect to inquire proceeds from our Opinion of 
his Innocence. The People feel the Effects of his Miſcon- 
duct, and may, perhaps, feel them every Day more and 
more: This will make them imagine, that our Neglect to 
inquire proceeds not from our having a good Opinion of his 
Conduct, but from our having a Share in his Plunder. On 
the other hand, his Majelty neither does, not can feel thoſe 


pffects: At leaſt he cannot feel them till it is too late to 


Wprevent the Conſequences ; and as he has a good Opinion 
of his Parliament, he will naturally ſuppoſe the Conduct of 


This Miniſter to be wiſe and upright, becauſe his Parliament 
bas neither condemned it, nor ſo much as inquired into it. 


Thus his Majeſty may be prevailed on to continue him at the 


lead of the Adminiltration, notwithſtanding the People's 
eing generally convinced, that he is every Day undermining 
heir Liberties, by Means of a venal and corrrupt Parlia- 
ent; and if this ſhould be the Caſe, I muſt conclude, that 
Civil War will certainly enſue, or I mult form a much 
ore diſagreeable Concluſion, which is, that the People of 
his Country have ſo much degenerated from the Virtue and 
Nourage of their Anceſtors, that they chuſe rather to ſubmit 
Emely to Slavery, than to run the Riſk of aſſerting their 
iberties by the Sword.” 
A Republican and Enthufiaſtical Spirit join'd together, 
Pas, tis true, Sir, che ultimate Cauſe of the Ruin of King 
bares the Firſt, but it was far from being the Original. 
be firſt and original Cauſe of the Ruin of that unfortunate 
Wrince, was his allowing himſelf to be governed, for the 
Writ fifteen Years of his Reign, by Miniſters that were 
ieful to the People, and protecting thoſe Miniſters againſt 
WW! Inquiries and Proſecutions in Parliament. By this means 
* raiſed and fomented a Republican Spirit in the Nation, 
WP ſuch a Degree, that the People would not be ſatisfied 
ich the Sacrifice of a few. They had conceived ſuch a 
alouſy of the Power of the Crown, by the ill Uſe his 
nicters made of it, that nothing would ſatisfy them but 
Diminution of chat Power; and his taking Arms in De- * 
fence 
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An. 15 Geo. II. fence of that Power, and in Oppoſition to the prevail 

17. Spirit of this Nation, was what brought him at the laſt u 
tte fatal Cataſtrophe he met with: His untimely EA! 
ought to be a Warning to all future Miniſters, that hay 
any Regard to their Maſter, to ſubmit in Time to a fair 1. 
quiry, or if they be conſcious of Guilt, to fly from tha I 
Fate which ſuch an Inquiry muſt bring them to; and, | 
hope, it will be an Example to all future Kings of thi 
Country, to let their Favour towards a Miniſter have the 
ſame Period with the Favour of the People. In a fre 8 
Country the Prince's Favour ought to proceed from the F: 
vour and Eſteem a Man has acquired among the People, if 
and it muſt have the ſame Period, or the Liberties of tl: 

People mult be overturned; for a free People will not be go 

verned by a Man they hate or deſpiſe.” 

* This, we know, his preſent Majeſty is fully ſenſible of, 
and therefore we need be under no Apprehenſions, that He 
will obſtruct an Examination, or endeavour to protect a Miri. 
ſter after he has been found guilty upon a fair Inquiry into 
his Conduct; but ſappoſe we were ſo unlucky as to have; 
Prince upon the Throne, that would obſtinately protect: 
weak or wicked Miniſter againſt the Juſtice of his Parla- 
ment, and the Reſentment of his People, ſhould we fit here, 
and patiently ſee the Nation ruined by the Miniſter's Weak i 
neſs, or our Liberties undermined, and the People plundered 
and oppreſſed by his Wickedneſs? Should we, I ſay, ps 
tiently bear this, for Fear of involving the Nation in a C- 8 
vil War? I hope, I ſhall never hear ſuch a cowardly Doc Wt 
trine inculcated within theſe Walls. It is a Doctrine thi 
breathes noching but Slavery, and ſuch as will never, II 
hope, be harbour'd in the Breaſt of any Britiſb Subject. 

* The Fears, therefore, which the Hon. Gentleman hs 
been pleaſed to inſtill into us, are either fantaſtical, or they 
are ſuch as no Member of this Houſe ought to allow 0 
have the leaſt Influence upon his Conduct, with regard to tie 
preſent Queſtion. Suppoſe a general Inquiry ſhould be tt 
Conſequence of our appointing the Select Committee nos Wal 
moved for: Suppoſe that Inquiry ſhould extend itſelf as far 
back as the Hon. Gentleman ſeems to apprehend, could it 1 
be of any bad Conſequence to the Nation? On the cor; 
trary, it would be of great Service, becauſe it would ſhev 
our future Miniſters, that however quietly they might pa» 
through the Courſe of their Adminiſtration, their Condu Wl 
would ſome Time or other be impartially inquired into; 1 2 
as former Adminittrations have not been free from Suſpicion 


no more than the preſent, I hope it would be of Service o 
then ＋ 


1 


were groundleſs. 

hope I have now ſhewn, that the Hon. Gentleman's 
Arguments againſt this Motion are of no Weight, even upon 
the Suppoſition of its being intended as the firſt Step towards 
a general Inquiry ; and his Argument againſt it, upon the 
Suppoſition of its being intended only as a neceſſary Step 
towards enabling us to give his Majeſty proper Advice in 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs, will appear to be of no greater 
Weight, eſpecially, if by the ſame Change of Words, we 
fate his Argument in its true Light. He has told us, that 
if we are to give any Advice to our Sovereign, for whether 


Juve ought to do ſo ſeems with him to be a Doubt, we ought 


not to think of giving Advice, unleſs his Majcſty not only 


deſires it in general Terms, by his Speech from the Throne, 


| upon which we are to give our Advice. 


but likewiſe by Meſſage, directs us to the particular Point 
We all know, Sir, 
that Speeches from the Throne, and Meſſages from the 
Crown, are in this Houſe ſuppoſed to be the Speeches and 
Meſſages of the Miniſter ; and therefore, to put this Argu- 
ment in the Language of Parliament, it will ſtand thus: 
Let us be never ſo fully convinced of our Sovereign's being 
© miſled by his Miniſter, we ought not to give him any Ad- 


vice, unleſs that Miniſter points out to us by Meſſage, the 


# Subject upon which we are to give Advice.“ 


I hope it 


Vill be granted, Sir, that an Addreſs to remove a Miniſter 
is a Sort of Advice, and often a very wholeſome Piece of 
Advice, but according to this DoQrine, we can never adviſe 
our Sovereign to remove any Miniſter,” 


* Iam really ſorry, Sir, for being obliged to ſet the Ab- 


- ſurdity of this Doctrine in ſuch a ſtrong Light; but in Juſ- 
WT tice to my Country I could not avoid it. 


1f we are never 


to adviſe our Sovereign in any Cafe, but ſuch as is pointed 
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out to us by his Miniſter, no Miniſter will ever deſire the 
Advice of Parliament but when he is aſſured, they will ad- 
viſe juſt as he has before reſolved, and ſuch Advice can ne- 
ver be of any Service to the King, tho' it may be to the Mi- 
niſter, by taking the Odium of a bad Meaſure off of his 
Shoulders, and fixing it upon the Parliament ; but I hope 1 
ſhall never ſee ſuch a Parliament in Great Britain. 

* Now, Sir, with regard to the Right we have, or the 
Obligation we lie under, of offering our Advice to our So- 
vereign ; as the honourable Gentleman ſeemed to doubt of 
it, I hope, I ſhall be indulged a few Words upon the Sub- 
jet. To conſult and adviſe is, I ſhall graut, the Buſineſs 
and the Duty of the other Houſe, perhaps more properly 
than of this ; but when the other Houſe happens to be de- 

Vor. XIII. ficient 


them too, by convincing the World that thoſe Suſpicions An 15. (0. II. 
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An. 16. Ceo. II. ficient in this Reſpect, it is our Duty to make good that 
1741, Deficiency. We muſt know better than the other Houſe 
— — what may be agreeable or diſagreeable to the People, and 
it is our proper Province, to give our Advice in Favour of 
what we think will be ſo, and againſt what we think will 
be otherwiſe. But ſuppoſe we were in no Caſe to adviſe, 
are not we to conſent, and have not we a Right to re. 
fuſc that Conſent to any Meaſure we think inconſiſtent with 
the publick Good ? Is it not then our Duty to examine 
every publick Meaſure, eſpecially when it is attended with a 
publick Expence, which is the Caſe at preſent? And can 
we examine it ſo as to determine whether we ought to con- 
ſent to it or no, without ſtrictly examining all the Letten 
and Papers that relate to it ? 

* Suppoſe we ſhould in this Seſſion be called on, as we 
probably may, to grant a Sum of Money for the Aſſiſtance 
of the Queen of Hungary ; can we determine what Sum to 
grant, without knowing how Affairs ſtand between Fran 
and us, as well as between us and the Queen of Hungary! 
For if we ſtand upon bad Terms with France, we ought 
certainly to be the more zealous, and to grant the more 
liberally, for the Support of the Queen of Hungary. Thus, 
Sir, it muſt appear, that even if we had no Inclination to 
inquire into the Conduct of paſt Affairs, nor to adviſe about 
the Conduct of future, yet flill we ought to examine the 
Papers mentioned; and as this cannot be done without re- 
ferring them to a Select Committee, I ſhall therefore be for 
agreeing to the Motion.” 

Sir Will. Yonge, Sir William Jonge“ ſpoke next: 
Mr Speaker, 

* 'That this Houſe has a Right to refuſe, as well as to 
give its Conſent, to every Meature propoſed to us by the 
Crown, or recommended by. the other Houſe, is what n0 
Man will deny ; but that for this Reaſon we ought to pry 
into ſuch Secrets as relate to foreign Affairs, cannot be ad- 
mitted, becauſe it would be attended with infinite Prejudice 
to the Publick. As our Buſineſs relates chiefly to domeſtick 
Affairs, we ought to keep within that Province, unleſs his 
Majeſty communicates to us ſome foreign Treaty, Expedi- 
tion, or Tranſaction, in order to have our Approbation, or 
Aſſiſtance; and then we ought to content ourſelves with 
ſuch Lights as bis Majeſty may be pleaſed to furniſh us 
with; for in all ſuch Cafes his Majeſty will communicate 
the neceſſary Papers, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the publick 
Safety. From them we ought to judge, for we can judge 
from none other ; and as the Crown muſt be ſuppoſed to 

know 
1 Sccretary at War, 
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know more of foreign Affairs than have been, or can be An, 15. Geo. II. 


AN communicated to us; we ought to have a Biaſs in Favour 174. 
ule of that which appears to be the Opinion of the Crown. 
nd We « This, Sir, may perhaps, by ſome Gentlemen be called 
of WF 2 flaviſh Doctrine; but it is ſuch as will be followed by 
vill BS all who have a greater Inclination to ſerve their Country in 
iſe, WH Parlizment, than to find fault with the Conduct of their 
re. Sovereign or the Conduct of Miniſters, call it which you 
1th will, for I do not know how to diſtinguiſh, unleſs it be, 
ine that we ought to impute to cur Sovereign every Thing we x 
ha WS think right, and to his Miniſters every Thing we think 
can WR wrong. With regard to domeſtick Affairs, we have a 
on. much greater Latitude; becauſe we may more freely call 
ters WE for all Papers relating to any ſuch Affair, and have greater 
BZ Reaſon to ſuſpect, that Miniſters will, in Affairs of this 
e Kind, give ſuch Advice as may moſt conduce to their own 
nce WE private Advantage. But it cannot be ſaid, that the Papers 
110 WE propoſed to be referred to a Select Committee, have the 
vice WS leaſt Relation to any Affair of this Kind. If we ſhould 
be deſired to grant Money for the Aſſiſtance of the Queen 
ght WE of Hungary, it will then be Time enough to conſider whe- 
ore WE ther we ought to do ſo. For determining this Queſtion, I 
aus, WE think we have no Occaſion to examine any Papers of State, 
to our common News Papers muſt convince us, that we ought 
ou: WE to comply with ſuch a Demand; and as to the Quantum 
the WE of that Grant, we muft be convinced, that ſhe ſtands in 
Need of more than this Nation can afford to give. 
for Sir, we can have no Occaſion to refer the Papers men- 


tioned in this Motion to a Secret Committee, unleſs we 

have a Mind to make that Committee a Committee of In- 

= quiry, and to enable them to inquire into the Conduct of 

's to all our Publick Affairs both foreign and domeſtick, for many 
the WE Years paſt. This I believe to be the real Intention of the 


tro WR Motion, and for this Reaſon I cannot agree to it; becauſe 
P!Y the eſtabliſhing of ſuch a Committee at ſuch a critical Con- 
ad. junfture, would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 
dice Europe in general, as well as to this Nation in particular. 
tick WE By this the whole Frame of our Government would be al- 
s his = tered, and would continue ſo, during the Continvance of 
edi. that Committee. It would be an eſtabliſhing Imperivm 
„ Oo! WF #n Imperio, or rather a Government ſet up by this Houle, 
with WF diſtin from, and ſuperior to our conſtitational Govern- 
1 u5 WS ment; for this Committee muſt either conſiſt of ſuch a 
cate WE are Friends to the King's Miniſters, or ſuch as are their 
lick declared Enemies. If of che former, it would give no Sa- 
age . tisfaction to the People, and if of the latter, they would 
4 to . probably in a ſhort Time get the entire Mlanagement of 
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every Miniſter at their own Will and Pleaſure. 

In ſhort, Sir, I ſhould expect to ſee the Scene of 104 
acted over again, To fee all his Majeſty's preſent Min- 
ſters impriſoned or forced into Exile, and every new Officer 
he ſhould name without their Direction, with all tho 
that appear'd as Friends to the Crown, declared Delin. 
quents, What this Confuſion might end in, God only 
knows ; but in ſuch Circumſtances, I am certain, we could 
neither proſecute the War againſt Spain with Vigour, vor 
aſſiſt in reſtoring the Ballance of Power in Europe. Nay, 
we could not even defend ourſelves : Our Plantations, with 
our Poſſeſſions in the Mediterranean, would become a Prey 
to the Spaniards, and the Nation itſelf would, at laſl, be. 
come a Province to the French, who might ſend the Preten- 
der to us for a Vice- Roy. 

In the Year 1715, Sir, we had no fatal Conſequence: 
to fear from the Secret Committee then appointed. "he 
Nation was not engaged in any War, nor was the Ballance 
of Power in Danger. The Committee was not to ivquire 
into the Conduct of the then Adminiſtration : They were 
to inquire into the Conduct of a Set of Miniſters, who had 
molt juſtly been diſmiſſed by his late Majeſty, with the 
Contempt they deſerved. When the Propoſition was made 
for appointing a Secret Committee, it was evident from the 
Complexion of the Houſe, that it would conſiſt of ſuch as 
were Friends to the then Adminiſtration; conſequent]y theie 
was no Confuſion in our Government to be apprehended ; 
for as we were then ſituated, I do not think the Rebellion 
was a fatal Conſequence, ſince the Diſaffected thereby fur- 
niſh'd the Government with an Opportunity to cruſh them. 
If they had not declared themſelves, they would have had 
a great Influence upon all future Elections, and by being 
joined by diſcontented Whigs, might, before this Time, 
have got a Jacobite Parliament, which would have brought 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment into greater Danger than it could 
be by an open Rebellion. | 

Gentlemen muſt thus ſee, Sir, that there is a very great 
Difference between our preſent Circumſtances, and thoſe ct 
1715 ; and ſurely no Man will ſay, there is now the ſame 
Neceſſity for an Inquiry. I am one of thoſe who think 
there is not the leaſt Occaſion for it, and I am convinced 
there are many ſuch in the Nation. Suſpicions have been 
molt artfully propagated againit our preſent Adminiſtration, 
as there will be againſt all; and if I thought they could 
be removed by an impartial Inquiry, I ſhould be for it; 
but, I am ſure, they cannot. 'I hoſe Suſpicions are enter 


tained by none but the Diſaſſected and Diſobliged, and no- 


thigg, 
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thing, I know, will ſatisfy the former but a Sacrifice of An. 15. Geo. II. 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; and the latter nothing 1741. 
but a Sacrifice of our preſent Minilters, whether they de- 
ſerve it or no. A Jultification of their Conduct, which 
would be the Conſequence of an impartial Inquiry, would 
be ſo far from allaying the Heats and Animoſities without 
Doors, that it would increaſe them, and would be made a 
Handle for raiſing Suſpicions againſt the Honour of this 
Houſe, as well as againſt the Conduct of our Miniſters ; 
and this, I hope, will prevail with the Houſe to put a Ne- 
ative upon this Motion.” 
Lord Percival ſpoke next in Favour of the Motion : {ack Peretect” 
Sir, 

As this is the firſt Time I have had the Honour of 
offering my Sentiments, I hope to meet with the Indulgence 
of the Houſe 3 and I do aſſure you, Sir, however great I 
may find it, it ſhall not induce me to be often troubleſome. 

I have the greater Reaſon to intreat this Favour, as I 
had not received the leaſt previous Intimation, upon what 
Point the Debate of this Day was like to have turned. 
But I have endeavour'd to ſupply this Want of Information, 
by a diligent Attention to what has been urged on both 
Sides the Queſtion ; and the State of the Caſe before us ap- 
pears to me in this Light, That Gentlemen on the one Side 
ſuſpet the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, and defire the 
Aſſiſtance of this Houſe to clear up thoſe Suſpicions ; while 
on the other Side, the Gentlemen in the Adminiltration, 
knowing themſelves ſuſpected, labour all they can to prevent 
the Houſe from affording that Ailiiance. 

Now, Sir, as I ſtand in this Houſe by the Favour of 
my Conſtituents “, as independent as any Man can be, and as 
God has placed me in a Condition of Life to maintain that 
Independence, I have nothing to induce me to be partial in 
this Queſtion. I am governed by no Views of Party: I 
am influenced by no Prejudice. 

On the one Hand, thoſe who ſuſpect tlie Conduct of 
the Miniſtry, are not only warranted by the Conltitution 
to entertain Suſpicions of this Kind, with regard to any 
Adminiſtration, but urged by the univerſal Voice of the 
whole Nation to diſtruſt the Conduct of the preſent. They 
are farther warranted by the vifible Decay of Trade, by the 
Diſtreſs of all cur foreign Affairs, and by the ill Succeſs of a 
War, in which we have been above two Years engaged, 
with great Superiority of Force againlt a contemptible Ene- 
my: A War in which we have hitherto reaped neither 
Honour nor Advantage, and in which, from the Manner 
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tho" none was ever ſupplied with greater Liberality by th, 
Nation. Thus the Gentlemen on one Side of the Queſticn 
ſeem tv act no other Part than what is fair and juſt, eſſen. 
tial to the Honour of this Houſe, and to the Intereſts an! 
ExpeRations of their Country. 

Give me Leave to review the Conduct of the Gentlemen 
who are thus unhappily ſuſpected. — Theſe urge ever 
theſe Suſpicions as an Argument to excite their Friends to 
ſupport them, as in a Caſe ©! great Extremity ; It is their 
great Endeavour, to be left in the State of being till ſu. 
ipected. —— Is it poſſible that any Man confident in hi 
own Integrity, innocent of what is imputed to him, ſhould 
exert himſelf in ſuch a Manner, to prevent your receiving 
Informations, which might tend to ſet his Character iu it 
true Light. No, Sir, this Conduct is by no Means con- 
ſiſtent with this favourable Suppoſition. Miniſters, hoy 
great ſoever they may be, know the Importance of a good 
Reputation: Therefore it is impoſlible for any Man in hi: 
Conſcience not to be convinced, from this uncommon Strg: 
gle, that the Papers now contended for, contain ſomewhat 
that will fix either Guilt or Error upon thoſe who have en. 
groſſed the Direction of the publick Affairs; and in either 
Caſe, it is our Duty to inquire, that we may be able to do Juſtice 
to our Country, or, at leaſt, to prevent future Miſchief, 

* The Neceflity, therefore, of ſome Inquiry being ap- 

rent, as well from the Nature of the Thing, as from the 
Conduct of thoſe who endeavour to prevent it, I ſhall take 
no farther Time to enforce that Point; but I muſt beg 
Leave to Anſwer the Objections, made to the Manner of 
Inquiry now propos'd.” 

* One Hon. Member has told you, that twenty one Per- 
ſons cannot be found among the Members of this Houſe, pro- 
per to be intruſted with ſo great a Power; and yet, it ſeems, 
that one Man may be found proper to be intruſted, for twenty 
Years together, with the whole Revenues, the ſole Direction 
of all Affairs both abroad and at home, the fole Power of thi: 
Government without Controul. The ſame Gentleman hs 
told us, that the Commons cannot delegate ſuch a Power to 
a Committee. Upon other Occaſions I have alſo heard tha! 
Hon. Gentleman aſſert, that this was not a proper Buline! 
for the Houſe, who were too numerous to be truſted with 
thoſe important Secrets, which muſt, in Conſequence, be 
laid before them. If, therefore, neither the Houſe ougit, 
nor a Committee can peruſe the Papers, nereſſuty for an 
Examination into the Meaſures of a Miniſter, the Reſult 1: 


plainly this, that Miniſters mult be ieft to aR in what Mar: 
net 


1 1 
tbe ner they think fit, without any Apprehenſion of being cal- An. 15. Geo. II. 
ion led to Account.“ ; 1741. 
fn Another Gentleman has ſaid, that the Authority of ſuch 
2 Committee would be greater than any miniſterial Authori- 
h ever known in this or any other Reign. I am very 
mes much ſurpriſed, that this Gentleman ſhould fo ſoon forget 


eren the many Initances of like Nature, already urged in this De- 
I: 0 5 bate ; but I am more ſurpriſed, that he ſhould not remem- 
their 1 ber that famous Committee, conſiſting of the ſame Number, 


U. and inveſted with the ſame Powers, appointed by this Houſe 
bis at the Beginning of the Reign of the late King. Surely that 


ouls Hon. Gentleman, whoſe Friends ſeem to think him the Ob- 
ving iect of this Debate, will not forget it; for if I am not miſ- 
uin taken, he was himſelf Chairman “of it.“ 

con. Gentlemen ſeem not to reflect to whom they ſpeaks, 
hon when they advance ſuch Doctrines. Sir, I am confident 
god! that the very youngeſt and moſt unexperienced Member of 
| kis MT this Houſe knows, that no Committee of any Kind has 


rug- Power farther than to prepare Matter for the Houſe : 'That 
What no Act of a Committee is of any Force, till confirmed and 
den. MO ratified by the Houſe : That its Powers are derived from 
ither the Houſe, and muſt revert to the Houſe again; and God 
iſtice MW forbid ! Sir, that the Time ſhould be now come, when they 
hiel. ſhall not be found greater than any miniſterial Authority 
known in this Kingdom.” 

Men of Senfe, Sir, will not be frightned at theſe Phan- 
toms. Our Conſtitution knows far greater Powers; The 
Charter of King John directs, in Caſes of Extremity, not that 
twenty one Perſons ſhall be appointed to inſpect the publick 
Papers, and to report to this Houſe the Matter which they 
ſall diſcover . therein, but preſcribes, that five and Taventy 
= Perſons may be appointed to take the Regency into their 
= own Hands, and to exerciſe the higheſt Functions of this 
= Government, in which the whole Nation is required to main- 
tain them, till the publick Grievances ſhall be totally redreſ- 
ſed. This is a Power which was not only preſcribed, but 
© often exerciſed in the Reigns of King John, King Henry 
the Third, King Edward the Second, and Richard the Sc- 
© cond. This is, indeed, a Power of a very high Nature, 
and which I ſhould be very ſorry to ſee exerted again in this 
Country; but, perhaps, a proper Uſe of that moderate Power 
Which we now contend for, may be the only Means to prevent 
the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to the other hereafter. 
Sir, Iam ſenſible J have troubled you too long, but 
| : when I found a Motion that is lo reaſonable, ſo violently op- 
5 poſed 
ee the Names of that Committee, of which Sir R Walpole was 
Chairman, in CAN ER's Hiſtory, Anno 1716, P. 19. 


8 
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An. 15. Geo. II. poſed ; and as I ſee a great Neceſſity for the Inquiry itſel/, 
174 and nothing new or dangerous in the Manner of that pry. 
poſed, I ſhall keartily give my Affirmative to the Queſtion.” 


The Motion for There was, upon this Occaſion, the fulleſt Houſe known 
a Select Come for many Years ; for, the Debate being over, and the Que- 
bg. flion put upon Mr Pu/teney's Motion, it paſſed in the Nega- 
| tive by 253 againſt 250. 
Memorials, Let Then it was reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for Copies of 
ters, cc. to and all Memorials, Repreſentations, Declarations, and Letters, 
from the K. of ſent to his Majeſty, or his Miniſters, by the King of Prufia *, 
8 adarcl>'® or his Miniſters ; or by his Majeſty, or his Miniſters, to the 
King of Pru//ia or his Miniſters ; or ſuch Letters as have 
been ſent from hence to his Majeſty's Miniſter at_the Court 
ot Pruſ/ia; with the reſpeftive Anſwers, relating to the 
State of the War in the Empire, and the Support and Inte- 
rells af the Houſe of Auſtria, ſince the Death of the late 
Emperor. 
e of ye Jan. 22. Reſolved, That an Addreſs be preſented to his 
State of the Majelly for the laſt Returns of the State of the Forces under 
Land Forces in Major-General Wentworth, with Copies of all Orders for 
men 191465, reforming or compleating the ſame, and for ſending any Sup. 
00 eis at Gin Ply of Forces to him ſince the firlt of May: Alſo for a Liſt 
brajtar and Mi- Of the Officers of the Regiments in Gibraltar and Minorca: 
Nurcas Likewiſe a Liſt of the Officers belonging to the Eſtabliſhment 
of Gibraltar, diſtinguiſhing which are upon the Place, 
which abſent, and how long abſent. 

The fame Day Mr Blackerby, Mr Howard, and Mr Led:- 
ard, having confeſſed at the Bar, that they ſent for, on the 
eighth of May laſt, a Body of armed Soldiers, headed by 
Officers, in a military Manner, who did take Poſſeſſion of 
the Church-Yard of St Paul, Covent-Garden, near the 
Placg where the Poll for the Election for the City of Ye/t- 
minſter was taken, before the ſaid Election was ended, and 
having acknowledged their Offence, were ordered to attend 
the Houſe the next Day, to be reprimanded by Mr Speaker, 

Meſſrs. Blacker. Which they did accordingly, and Mr Speaker reprimanded 


by, Howard, and them as follows : 
nde Mr Mr Blackerby, Mr Howard, My Lediard, 
Speaker, O U having, at the Bar of this Houſe, Yeſterday, con- 
Fed, that you did ſend for, and cauſe to come, on 
Friday the Eighth Day of May laſt, a Body of armed Sold:- 


ers 


* 
A Motion to the ſame Effect had been made the 18th of Dec. but 
it then paſſed in the Negative by a Majority of 24; [See p. 62] And the 
Reaſon of its being now agreed to without Oppoſition, was ſuppoſed to 


be owing to the above Motion having been carried, by a Majority only cr 
Three, in ſo full a Houſe, 


ER. — «a F.. . 


„ 


Poſſeſſion of the Church-Yard of St Paul, Covent Garden, 
| near the Place where the Poll for the Election of Citizens to 
| ſerve in this preſent Parliament for the City of Weſtminſter, 
| avas taken, before the ſaid Election was ended; and you 
having acknowledged your Offence therein, the Houſe did or- 
der you to attend this Morning, to be brought to the Bar, to 
be reprimanded on your Knees by me for the ſaid Offence. 

1 cannot better deſcribe to vou the Nature of this Offence 
you have been guilty of, than in the Words of the Reſolution 
this Houſe came to, upon their Examination into that Mat- 
ter, which are, 


* That the Preſence of a regular Body of armed Soldiers, 
at an Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, is an 
high Infringement of the Liberties of the Subject, a 
manifeſt Violation of the Freedom of Elections, and 
an open Defiance of the Laws and Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom.“ 

And it is impoſſible, if you well conſiaer the Terms of this 
Reſolution, but that you muſt have in your Breaſts the deepeſt 
Sorrow and Remorſe for this raſh A of yours ; which, if it 
had not been animadverted upon, might have given the moſt 
dangerous Wound to the Conſiitution of this Free Country, that 
perhaps it had ever felt. This Country, Free, becauſe 
this Houſe is jo ; which this Houſe can never be, but from 
the Freedom of Elections to it: And amidſt the tos many Ways 
for violating that, none can be more pernicious, becauſe none 
more quick, decifiuve and permanent, than what you might un- 
happily hade ſet a Precedent for, and which might have 
grown to an Extremity, under the ſpecious and ready Preten- 
ces of Fears and Neceſſity, that ſuperſede all Law ; @ Pre- 
cedent, that would have received an Authority from the 
Place it began in— The Seat of the Government and I egif/a- 
tare of this Kingdom. | 

Neceſſity, which is to take Place of Law, muſt be irft 1 
the Circumſtances of every particular Caſe. The AA muſt be 
preſumed to be wrong, inquired into as ſuch, and excuſed 
only by the cleareft Proofs, that the Neceſſity of it wwas real. 

What you have done, is againſt one of the moſt effential 
Parts of the Law of the Kingdom. Has any real Neceſſity 
been ſhown for it? There might be Fears, there might be ſome 
Danger; but did you try the Strength of the Law to diſpel 


thoſe Fears, and remove that Danger? Did you make Uſe of 


thoſe Powers the Law has inveſted you with, as Civil Ma- 
giſtrates, for the Preſervation of the publick Peace? No--- 
jou deſerted all that ; and wanton, I hipe inadvertently, re- 

Vol. XIII. P forted 


ers, headed by Officers, in a Military Manner, who did tale An. 15. Geo. II. 


1741. 


1 
An. 15. Geo, II. ſorted to that Force, the moſt unnatural of all others, in «|, 
1741. Reſpectt, to that Cauſe and Buſineſs you were then attendin), 
and for the Freedom of which, every Briton ought to be read, 
almoſt to ſuffer any Thing More might be ſaid But 
you have acknowledged your Offence, and have asked Pardi 
for it. This has diſpoſed the Houſe to Lenity: Uſe it not t 
leſſen the Senſe of your Crime; but te raiſe in your Heart. 
that Senſe of Gratitude you owe to the Houſe, for that 
gentle Treatment you have met with on this Occaſion: In Ex. 
peclation of which you are diſcharged, paying your Fees. 


Wc hos hs Then it was reſolved that the Thanks of the Houſe 
Thanks of the be given to Mr Speaker for the ſaid Speech, and that he be 
Houſe thereupon. deſired to print the ſame. 
35 . Ordered Copies of the Returns, from Perſons empowered 
State of the Bri- a # 1 r 
tim Priſoners do pay his Majeſty's Bounty to the Brit; Subjects, Priſoner; 
in the Spaniſh in the Ports of Spain in Europe and Africa, diſtinguiſhing 
Ports, the Number of Men paid each Month, and what Ships or 
Veſſeis they belonged to when taken by the Spaniards te- 
ſpectively, to be laid before the Houle. 
The High Bailiff Zan. 25. John Lever, High Bailiff of Weſtminſter, was 
of Weſtminter brought to the Bar, received a Reprimand from Mr Speat:r, 
diſcharged. and was ordered to be diſcharged, paying his Fees. 
Ordered that a State of the yearly Revenue and Expence 
of Greenwich Hoſpital ; Alſo an Account, ſhewing how the 
Monies granted Jait Seſſion of Parliament, for the ſaid Hol- 
pital, have been diſpoſed of, and what Money hath been re- 
> CHI ceived by the Treaſurer thereof, from Chriftmaſs 1740, to 
ccount of the N ; R 
Diſpoſal of Mo. CH im 1741, and how applied, be laid before the Houle. 
ney for Green- Alſo that the Treaſurer of the Navy do lay before the 
wich Hoſpital, Houſe an Account of what Money hath been ordered by the 
kung tor the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, and received by him for 
os any Services of the Navy, from the 31ſt of December 1745, 
to the 31ſt of December 1741, and how applied. 
8 The ſame Day Michael Harvey, William Thompſon, and 
Milborn Port, and I 3/liam Sclater, Eſqrs. withdrew their Petitions, complain- 
for Prebles with- ing of an undue Election and Return for Miſborn- Port: 
draun. [Ser p. 8] As did alſo the Hon. James Carmichael, and Jaln 
7* Ke, Eſqrs. for the Burghs of Peebles, ec. [Ste p. 51] and 
Mr Carmichael's Name was ordered to be raſed out of the 
double Return. 
King's Anſwer Mr Comprreller reported to the Houle, that their Addreſs 
to the Addreſs Of Juras lait, | Ser p. 104] had been preſented to his Ma- 
for Letters, Kc. jelly, aud that his Majeſty had commanded him to acquain: 
io anc trom the the Houſe, That the Subject Matter of this Addreſs being 
* i greateſt Importance, his Majeſty, who is always 
deſirou: 


WI 


10 
« defirous of granting the Requeſts of his faithful Com- An. 15. Geo. II. 
« mons, will take it into his molt ſerious Conſideration, and 1741. 


gas directed all the Tranſactions, to which it relates, to 
be carefully examined, in order to ſee how far the ſame 
may be complied with, without Prejudice to the Publick, 
and conſiſtently with the Confidence repoſed in him by 
© © other Princes.” 


6 


2 


Then it was reſolved that an humble Addreſs be preſented Addreſs for Me- 
to his Majeſty, for Copics of all Memorials, Repreſentati- morials, Letters, 


ons, Declarations, and Letters, &c. ſent to his Majeſty, &c. to and from 
or his Miniſters, by the States General, or their Miniſters 


the States Gene- 
ral, relating to 


or by his Majeſty's Miniſters to the States General; alſo the Auſtrian In- 
Copies of all Letters from either of his Majeſty's Principal tereſts. 

& Secretaries of State to his Majelty's Miniſter at the Hague, 

as far as they relate to Conferences with, and Communica- 

tion to or from the Aſſembly of the States General, with 

the Anſwers thereunto, relating to the State of the War in 

the Empire, and the Support and Intereſts of the Houſe of 

© Auſtria, ſince the Death of the late Emperor, to be laid be- 

fore the Houſe. 


Jan. 26. A Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, petition from the 


and Commons of the City of London, in Common Council City of London, 
| aſſembled, was preſented to the Houle and read, complaining lating to the 
of the ill Conduct of the War with Spain, &c. which was . 
ferred to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the 

| Petition of the Merchants of London, Biddeford, Southamp- 

| ton, Liverpool, Lancaſter, Briſiol, Exeter, Glaſgow, Poole, 

and Barnſtable, preſented before to the Houſe, had been 

| referred, 


Then the Houſe proceeded to the hearing the Petition of 


Jobn Hylton, Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Pagans he 


oof the Petition for 
Return for Car/i//e * ; and the Counſel for the Petitioner Carliſle. 


having propoſed to produce Evidence, to prove that the Pe- 
| titioner was elected by a Majority of legal Votes, the ſitting 


Member, Mr Stanwix, declared in his Place, (no Counſel ap- 
pearing for him) that he was ſatisfied the Petitioner had a 


| Majority of legal Votes, and that he himſelf had no Right 


to fit in the Houſe ; whereupon it was reſolv'd, Nem. Con. 
| that John Hilton, Eſq; was duly elected. 


Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Mzi/born. Port, in A new Writ for 
the Room of Thomas Medlycott, + Eſq; who, fince his Elec- Milborn-Port, 
tion, had accepted the Office of one of the Commiſſioners 
for licenſing Hawkers and Pedlars. 


1741. T2 Reſolved 


* The Mayor withdrew before one Third of the Voters had polled, 
and the Poll was continued by the Juſtices of the Peace, [See p. 4} 

+ Michael Harvey, Ely; who had petition'd, was elected in his Place 
without Oppoſition, 


clan — — 
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An. 18. Geo, II. Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for the Regulations and 
1741. Inſtructions relating to his Majeſty's Service at Sea, eſta- 
2 pliſhed in Council : Alſo that a Liſt of the General Officers, 
Accounts relat- with an Account how many are now employed, and where 
yea.” 1 preſent: Likewiſe of the Colonels, Lieutenant-Colonels, 
addreſſed for, Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, ſecond Lieutenants, Cornets, 
and Enſigns on the Brit; Eſtabliſhiaent, and on the Eſta. 
bliſhment for Gibraltar, Minorca, and the Briti/h Plantations 
in America: And alſo of the Colonels, Lieutenant- Colonel, 
Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, Cornets, and Enſigns on the 
1ri6 Eſtabliſhment ; with the Dates of all their reſpeCtive 
Commiſſions as ſuch, and the Dates of their firſt Commiſſ. 

ons in the Army, might be laid before the Houle. 

Mr Corbet, from the Commiſhoners of the Admiralty, 
preſented to the Houſe the ſeveral Accounts ordered and ad- 
dreſſed for on the 2 1ſt. [See p. 69.] 

Several Accounts, Mr Comptroller preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 

Letters, &c. pre- Addreſs of the 21ſt Inſt. ſeveral Letters and other Papers, 

ſented. which were ordered to lie upon the Table, to be peruſed by 
the Members. 

Sheri of Por. Jau. 27. David Home, Sheriff-Depute of Beræuichſbir, 

wickſhice gif- [LSce p. 66.] having, at the Bar, received a Reprimand from 

charg'd. Mr Speaker, was ordered to be dilcharged, paying his Fees, 

Mr Corbett, from the Treaſurer of the Navy, preſented 
to the Houſe the Account ordered on the 25th. 

Mr Fall, and Sir Hexw Dalrymple return'd in the double 

Petition for Dua- Re.urn for the Burghs of Dunbar, &c. and the other Petiti- 

bar, cc. With- gners, withdrew their ſaid Petitions, and the Clerk of the 

exon Crown took off the File the Indenture, by which Mr Fall? 
was returned. 

Mr Corbett, from the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
preſented to the Houle the Book and Accounts addreſſed for 
on the 26th, which were referred to the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom the Petition of the Merchants and 
Traders of the City of London, Oc. was referred. 

A Petition of the Merchants of Whitehaven was alſo re- 
ſerred to the ſaid Committee. 

An ingroſſed Bill to repeal ſo much of an AR paſſed laſt 

Bill paſſed for Seſlion, For the Preſervation of the publick Roads, Cc. as 
arg; _ obliges Perſons, not travelling for Hire, to make uſe of Wzy: 
„ gons with Wheels bound with Streaks or Tyre of a certain 
Breadth, or the ſaid Streaks to be faſtened with Nails of 3 

certain Size, was read the third "Time, paſs'd, and carry'd 

up to the Lords. | 

Mr 


t He was, a few Days after, appointed Receiver of the Epiſcopal Rea 
in Scotland, | 


0g) 

Mr Secretary at War preſented to the Houſe, a Copy of An. 15. Geo. II, 
the laſt Return from Major General Wentworth, and ſeveral 1747. 
other Papers, Liſts, &c. purſuant to their Addreſs of the 
22d. [See p. 104.] Several Accounts 

Reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for a Liſt of the Officers Ag bett artig 
belonging to the Eſtabliſhment of Minorca, diſtinguiſhing to the 88 
which are on the Place, and which abſent. Minorca. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houſe to re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſi- 
der of the Petition of the ſubſcribing Merchants and Traders 
of the City of London, c. it was ordered, that the Ac- 
counts addreſſed for on the 2oth, and preſented on the 27th, 
be referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, proceedings of 
of which the Lord Mayor || of London was Chairman ; and, the Grand Com- 
Mr Glhwer “, an eminent Merchant, open'd to the Commit- mittee on the 
tee the Reaſons of their Petition, which he declared to be 1 
produced, not by a Spirit of Diſcontent, or by the Rage opened og che 
of Faction, but by an Apprehention that they had long been Committee by 
denied that Regard which they might juſtly claim in com- Mr Glover. 
mon with their Fellow Subjects, and that Protection, which 
is the End of every Government. 

The ſeveral Facts aſſerted in the Petition were proved by 
Papers and Witneſſes, and after fix Days ſpent in Examina- 
tions, Mr Glover proceeded to ſum up the Evidence, and to 
ſhew from collective Atteſtations, that the Merchants had 
been expoſed to the Inſults and Rapine of the Spaniards, 
not by [nattention or Accident, but by one uniform and 
continued Deſign. 

* A Liſt of 337 Ships taken was proved authentick by the 
Officers of Inſurance, and by the Commanders of the Veſ- 
ſels. Captain White ſaw 173 Veſſels brought into St Seba- 
flians Port in 18 Months, and one private Inſurer paid 
22,000 /. for Prizes taken by the Spaniards. 

He alledged, * That the Liſt of 1146 Ships, taken by the 
French, and laid before the Parliament in 170%, could not be A 
produced as an Apology for the late Captures ; becauſe theſe 
were taken by whole Fleets, or by the Ships of War of an 
Enemy, equal in Naval Power to ourſelves ; becauſe our 
whole Trade was equally expoſed ; and becauſe France and 
Spain were then united, 

He inſiſted, © That our preſent Loſſes are brought upon us 
by ſingle Privateers, and by little more Power than that of 


two Towns, St Seba/iians and Biiboa. 
© That 
Sir Robert Godſchall. 
Author of a celebrated Poem to the Memory of Sir Iſaac Newton, 
prefix*d to Dr Pemberton's View of Sir Itaac's Philoſophy ; and of anc- 
ther intituled, Leonidas, 


An. 15. Geo, II. 
1741. 
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That the Traders of Bi/boa never equipped any Privateers 
againſt their Correſpondents of England before, but continu- 
ed in Friendſhip with them, even when they were not at 
Peace ; nor could any Reaſon be aſſigned for their Change of 
Conduct, but that the Proſpett of uncommon Profit from 
the uncommon Negligence of the Exgliſb Miniſtry, was too 
powerful for Kindneſs and Reſpect. 

* That the exchanging Priſoners had been ſo long delayed, 
that Multitudes have languiſh'd and periſh'd in Captivity ; 
and ſome who have upon the Proſpect of Exchange obtain'd 
their Liberty, had been oblig'd to preſerve their Honour 
or indemnify their Sureties, by returning to their Enemies. 

That theſe Delays were wholly to be imputed to the Enp- 
//þ Adminiſtration, it being proved, that the Intendant of the 
Marine in Biſcay, had always had the Power of exchanging 
Priſoners ; that he had omitted no Meaſures to facilitate the 
Exchange, till he was diſcouraged by a Breach of Faith on 
our Part, and that almoſt all the Zng/; Captives were with- 
in the Limits of his Juriſdiction. 

That the Spaniards, taken in the Stamboline, were de- 
tained for nine Months after the Exgliſb, whom they conſi- 
dered as equivalent, had been ſet at Liberty. 

* That Captain Maæey ſollicited the Admiralty and Secre- 
tary's Office eight Months, without obtaining the Diſcharge 
of three Spani/e Priſoners, in Return for himſelf and two 
others, and that it was not granted him 'till the very Day, 
on which the Merchants preſented their Petition, it appear- 
ing that the Aﬀair muſt come before the Parliament. 

* 'T hat two Commanders of Merchants Ships were diſchar- 
ged by the Intendant, and only two Fiſhermen demanded 
in Exchange. Mr Da Coſta undertook to ſolicit their Re- 
leaſe, and the Lords of the Regency immediately ordered that 
they ſhould be diſcharg'd. Soon after the Commiſſary of the 
Spauiſb Priſoners propoſed to him to forge a new Order from 
the Admiralty, and inſert another Name, which he refuſed, and 
was in a few Hours told that the Order was countermanded, 
but could not find, upon Inquiry, that the Countermand 
waz ifTicd, eicher by the Regency, or the Admiralty, or Se- 


cretary's Oilice. The Commiſſary viſited him again, and 


offered him Fifty Pounds to comply with his ſormer Propo- 
ſal, aud again met with a Refuſal; a ſecond Order for their 
Diſcharge was obtained, which was likewiſe countermanded. 

That ſcarcely auy Ship of War has been ever ſeen on 
the Cruize. 

* That no Ship was ſtation'd off Cape Clare in Ireland, a 
very important Poſt, till eight Months, nor any Ship order- 
ed to cruize before St Seba/izans, till nine Months after the 

Decla ra- 


„ 


Declaration of the War: That Veſſels ſtationed for impreſ- An. 15. Gee. II. 


ſing, in Places where no Privateer was ever heard of, are 
ſet down as Cruizers: That the mighty Fleet ſent out in 
November, under the Command of two Admirals, a Fleet 
which filled the World with Expectations, and ſeemed de- 
ſigned to decide the Fate of Nations, was in this Liſt de- 
clared to have been fitted out againſt Spanih Privateers, 

That the Portugal Fleet was detained near twelve Months 
by evident Miſconduct, in which Time the French introduced 
their Woollen ManufaQuures ; the Dutch ſent two Men of 
War to carry Gold from Liſbon; and an Eng/i Packet with 
15000 |. in Gold Coin being taken, and thereſt in Danger, 
the French have ſet up a Packet between Liſbon and Hawre 
de Grace to ſhare in this Gold Traffick. 

* That one Commander took 27 Ships under his Convoy 
from Liaban, but brought none into Ermg/and ; and that a 
Matter of a Ship introduced by ſeveral Merchants, with his 
Complaint of being deſerted by his Convoy, was refuſed to 
be heard. 

That the Commander of the Tartar ſuffered the Spaniard: 
to ſeize three Ships out of four under his Convoy ; and when 
the Phenix, which was to protect the Trade of North Ca- 
rolina, was known by the Admiralty to want Repairs, they 
ordered the other Ship off the ſame Station, and ſo left the 
Colony intirely naked. 

That the Abuſe of the Practice of impreſſing was ſuch as 
could not be recollected without Horror. 

That when the Miſconduct of Officers has been complain- 
ed of, no Anſwer had been returned, but, hat would you 
have done with this Captain, awould you have him turn'd 
out, and the Maſier of a Merchantman put in his Room ? 


That when the Coaſt has been repreſented defenceleſs, no 


Guard has been ordered ; when the Law has been openly and 
contemptuoully violated, no Redreſs has been obtained; when 
the Deſtruction of our Trade was mentioned, they were told 
by one of the Commiſſioners, Ut 7s your own War, and you 
muſt take it for your Pains. 

He concluded with addreſſing himſelf to the Committee in 
the following Terms: To whom then could we appeal for 
Relief, but to you, the Redreſſors of Grievances, and Guardi- 
ansof the Publick ? Could we have Recourſe to thoſe, who had 
treated our Misfortunes with Indifterence and Scorn, and who 
had openly declar'd themſelves to be a Board of Execution only, 
and not of Order? Upon your Protection the Brit; Trade 
throws itſelf this Day; the Sailor, the Merchant, and the 
Manufacturer are all jolliciting your Juſtice, imploring your 
powerful Interpoſition to ſhield them from the Malice of their 

Enemics 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo. Il. Enemies at Home, and from the Artifice of their foreign 


1741. 


Rivals, who are watching © take Advantage of their unre- 


— — jrefſed Misfortunes : Thouſands of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful 


The Malt-Bill 
pals'd, 


Subjects, with equal Anxiety and Submiſſion, are humbly 
and earneſtly entreating, that you will not ſuffer them to ſinl; 


"utterly in Ruin, nor gratify the pernicious Views of thoſe 


who envy them Abroad, and of thoſe who hate them at 
Home ; that you will take their Cauſe into Conſideration, 
that you will provide for their future Security by a Law, 
that you will humble and puniſh their Oppreſſors, that you 
will reſtore Diſcipline, infuſe new Spirit and Vigour into the 
Adminiſtration of the Navy, and, by your Wiſdom and 
Juitice render the very Thought of injuring the Briti/þ 
Trade again a Terror to all ſucceeding Times. But the 
Ways and Means of accompliſhing theſe great Ends are, 
with all Humility, ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of this Houſe.” 

Jan 28. An Ingroſſed Bill for granting to his Majeſty cer- 
tain Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, was read 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords. 

Mr Corbett, from the Admiralty, preſented to the Houſe, 


Several Accounts purſuant to their Order of the 21ſt Inſtant, a Liſt of the 


from the Admi- 


ralty preſented, 


Names of the Merchant Ships, &fc. | See p. 69.] Then it was 


and others order. ordered that an Account of what Spaniſb Priſoners have 


cd. 


Proceedings on 
the Chipenham 
Election. 


been releaſed ſince the Commencement of the preſent War 
with Spain, by what Orders, and on what Conditions : 
Alſo of the Number of Men, who have been put ſick 
on Shore, from his Majeſty's Ships, into the Hoſpitals 
of. this Kingdom, from the 1ſt of January 1740, to the 
31ſt of December 1741: Likewiſe of the Number of Men 
borne and muſter'd, from the 25th of March 1739, to the 
z iſt of December 1741, on Board any of his Majeſly's Ships 
in Commiſſion during that Period: And an Account of the 
Numbers of Men, which have been diſcharged dead from on 
Board any of his Majeſty's Ships, or put ſick on Shore, from 
the 25th of March 1739, to the 3iſt of December 1741, 
be laid before the Houſe. 

Then the Houſe proceeded to the hearing the Petition of 
Alexander Hume, and John Frederick, Eſqrs. complaining 
of an undue Election and Return for Chippenham ; and, after 
hearing Counſel, and Examination of divers Witneſſes, a 
Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, That in the laſt 
Determination of this Houſe, of the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve for the Borough of Chippenham, made the 
gth of Apri/, 1624, which 1s, * That the new Charter al- 
ters not the Cuſtom; and that the Purgeſles and Freemen, 
more than Twelve, have Voice in the Election,“ the 
Words Purg:{"s and Freemer, mentioned in the ſaid Reſo- 

luti n, 


r oo £A a 


my = ua £A — 


oy. 


( 313 } 
lution, mean only ſuch Burgeſſes and Freemen, as are Inha- An. 15. Geo. II. 
bitants Houſeholders of the antient Houſes, called Free or 1741, 
Burgage-Houſes, within the ſaid Borough; it paſſed in te 
Negative, by 237 againſt 236. 

Fan. 29. Mr Corbett, from the Commiſſioners of the Admi- Memorials, Let- 
ralty, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their Addreſs of ters, Kc. gig 
the 21ſt, Copies of all Memorials, Letters and other Papers, re- on 3 

5 0 f 5 ana Otne apers 
lating to a Cartel for Exchange of Priſoners with Spain, Fc. relating to the 
[See p. 69] which were referred to the Committee of the War, referr'd to 
whole Houle, to whom the Petition of the Merchants of Lon- ores ow 
don, Sc. were referred. —_ Neva. 

The Order of the Day being read, for the Houſe to re- — 25 

ſolve itſelf into a Committee ot the whole Houſe, to conſi- 
der farther of the Petition of the Merchants of London, Wc. 
It was ordered that the ſeveral Accounts preſented to the 
Houſe the 12th of Jan. 1740: And allo that the Copies 
of all Applications made to the Secretaries of State, and 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty for Cruizers, &c. preſented 
to the Houle, purſuant to their Addreſs of the z6th of No- 
vember, 1740: Likewiſe that the jeveral Papers preſented to 
the Houſe, purſuant to their Addrels of the 2 1ſt Inſt. be re- 
terred to the ſaid Committee. 

Feb. i. Mr Boxwen, from the Treaſury, at the Bar pre- 
ſented to the Houſe, an Account ſhewing how the Money 
given for the Year 1741 hath been diſpoſed of, until the 
29th of January 1741-2, with the Deficiency thereupon. 

Mr Hills one of the Commiſſioners for fick and wounded 
Seamen, at the Bar preſented to the Houſe an Account 
ſhewing what Span Priſoners have been releaſed, ſince the 
Commencement of the War, which was referred to the 
Committee of the whole Houſe on the Merchants Petition. 

Mr Ph:lip/on, from the Commiſſioners of the Navy, pre— 
ſented to the Houſe an Account of the Number of Seamen 
employed in the Royal Navy, from the 3iit of December 
1740 to the 31ſt of December 1741 : And alſo of the Num- 
ber of Ships of War as they ſtood at CS ma 1741, 
which were referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr Corbett preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
Order of the 21ſt Inſtant, a Liſt of the Names of the Mer— 
chant Ships, and their Maſters, that had negligentiy delay d 
Convoys, c. [See p. 69] together with Copies of 61 Let- 
ters and other Papers ; all which were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houle on the Merchants Petitions. 

Mr Comptroller preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
Addreſs to his Majelty, Copies of ſeveral Letters and Pa- 
pers, all which were referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Feb. 2. Mr Corbett from the Commillioners of the Ad- 

Vol. XIII, Q miralty, 


inn 
An. 15. Geo. II. miralty, preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their Addref; 
2 of the 29th 21t. Copies of all Applications, &c. to their Lord 
Spy”. Ne ROT ſhips, for Colbie and 8 together with what has 
been done thereupon reſpectively, which were ordered to 
lie on the Fable. 
Then the Houſe proceeded to the farther Hearing of 
the Petition of Alexander Hume and Thomas Frederick, 
Eiquires, for Chipperham : And the Counſel for the Pe- 
titioners deſired to know what Affirmative Conſtruction 
Chippenham E- the Honſe would make of the Words Burge/es and Free- 
lection determi- men, mentioned in the laſt Determination of the Houſe 
yoo. concerning the Right of electing Burgeſſes to ſerve for the 
ſ4id Borough: ; the Houſe having determined, that the ſaid 
Words do not mean only ſuch Burgeſſes and Freemen, as 
are Inhabitants Houſholders of the ancient Houſes, called 
Free cr Burgage Houſes, within the ſaid Borough. The 
Counſel on both Sides being withdrawn, it was reſolved, by 
a Majority of 241 Voices againſt 225, That the Counſel 
be called in, and directed to proceed according to the laſt 
Determination of the Houſe, of the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve for the ſaid Borough, made the gth of 
April 1024, and according to what the Houſe did reſolve, 
on the 28th /, concerning the ſaid Determination. Then 
after a farther Hearing of Counſel, the Houſe was informed, 
that the Petitioners defired to give the Houſe no farther 
Trouble. Hereupon it was teverally reſolv'd, that Sir Edmurd 
Thomas, Bart. ard #dwvard Fhutun Rolt, Eſq; were duly 
elected or the 11d Borough of Chippenhant®, 
Petition foo Feb. Thomas Holes and Themas Trefufts, Eſqrs, Wit * 
drew the Petition, complaining of an undue Election and 
Return for Gr ampound. 

Ordered, That an Account, ſhewing, what Times any 
enam of —_— of his Majeſty's Ships of War in Cammiſſion have been in 
in Commiſtio 22 - 
= PREP} the Ports or Harbours of this Kingdom, fince the 1ſt of 

October 1739, diſtinguiſhing, how long they continued there 
in ſuch Ports or Harbours, and the Number of Men borne 
and mutlered on each Ship every Month reſpedively. 

Reſolved, That an Addreſs be preſented to his Majelly, 

to give DireQions, that there may be laid before this Houſe, 
Copies of the Commiſſions of the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor of Minorca Þ, and of Fort St Philip, together with 
the Inſtructions to each of them: Alſo a Copy of the Pow- 

ers 

*The Chippenham Election being thus ca ri ied in Favour of the ſitting 

Members, it was reported that Sir Robert Walpole publickly declared he 
would never enter the Houſe of Commons more, 


+ See the Proceedings of the Houle of Lords upon that Affair, with 
the Proteſt relating thercto, in T1MBERLAND'S Hiſtory, Vol. VIII. 
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ers, with which the commanding Officer of the Troops in An. 15 Geo, It, 


Minorca is intruſted, in the Abſence of the Governor, the 174t. 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the Governor of Fort S? Philip: 

And alſo an Account ſhewing, how long each Regiment in % W_— _ 
Minorca has been in that Iſland ; and that a Copy of any cn ordered to be 
Application for the Relief of any of the ſaid Regiments, 1:14 betore the 
be alſo laid before the Houſe. Houle, 

The ſame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Aſſent to an Act, For continuing the Duties ; 
upon Malt, Mum, Cyder, &c. Alſo to an AQ, For repealing 397 n 5 
ſo much of an At paſſed laſt Seſſion, intituled, an ddt for Bills. e 
the Preſervation of the public Roads in that Part of Great 
Britain called England, as obliges Perſons not travelling for 
Hire, to make uſe of Waggons and Wheels bound with Streaks, 
or Tyre of à certain Breadth, or the ſaid Sireaks to be 
faſtened with Nails of a certain Si xe, and to two private 
Bills. 

After which the Lord Chancellor ſignified his Majeſty's The Parliament 
Pleaſure, that both Houſes of Parliament ſhould adjourn adjourn'd. 
themſelves until the 18th of February. | 

The ſame Evening the Right Hon. Sir Robert Walpole sir R. walpote 
reſign'd his Place of Firſt Commithoner of the Treaſury, reſigns hisPlaces, 
and Chancellor and Under Jreaſurer of the Exchequer, 
which he had held ever ſince Afri 4, 1721 ; in the former 
of which he ſucceeded the Ear/ of Sunder/and, and in the 
latter Mr Ai//ab:e “. 

Three Days after his Majeſty was pleaſed to create him 

Earl of Orford, Viſcount Walpole, and Baron of Hughton. And is creatod 
The Right Hon. Spencer, Earl of Wihnington was appointed ©" Earl. 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Freaſury, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
made Chancellor aad Under Treaſurer of the Exchequer, 
and one of the Lords of the 'I'realury, together with the 
Hon. George Compton, Eſq; Sir John Rufbout, Bart. and 
Phillips Gibbon, Eſq; in the Room of Gz/es Earle, George 
Treby and Themas Clutterbuck, Eiqrs, and Lord Sundon. 

Upon the Removal of Sir Robert Walpole, and the Alte-t, - ten- 
rattons in the Miniſtry, there were publick Rejoicings in Lan to the feveral | 
don and Weſtminſter. But of the Advantages to the Nation Members upon 
by the Change, our Poſterity will be the beſt Judges the. ANCERTING 
Freſh Inſtructions likewiſe were ſent to the Members by in “ ung 2 
their reſpective Conltituents, ve. the Counties of Suffolz, 

Oxford, Aberdeen, Renfrew, Air, Dumfries, Lanerk, He- 
reford, Flint, Devon, Denbigh, Montgomery, Glouceſier, Cro- 
martie, Edinburgh, Angleſey, Kincardine and Cheſter , the 
Cities of London, Weſtminſter, Yori, Brijial, Canterbury, 
Bath, Edinburgh, Lichfield, Coventr;, Cheſter, Hereford, 

1741, 2 | and 


See Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, Anno 1721, p. 242» 
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An. 18. Geo, 11, and Peter borough; the Boroughs of Piſbop's-Caftle, Aberdeen, 
1741. Preflon, Monmouth, Tewwkesbury, Newcaſtle under Line, Ho- 
—— in, Dumfries, Annan, Stirling, Caermarthen, Minehead, 
Reading, Flint and Marlborough. 
As thoſe from the County of Devon comprehend every 
Article inſiſted on by the reſt, We ſhall give them as a Speci- 
men of the whole. 


To Sir William Courtenay, Bart. ard Theophilus Fortelcue, 


Devon. 
E the High Sheriff and Grand Jury return you 


Thanks for your faithful Services, and for your 
having ſo heartily contributed to the now pleating Pro- 
ſped of Affairs. 

Perſevere in your Integrity, and let the Conſtitution in 
Church and State be inviolably preſerved, 

* Reſtore Triennial Parliaments, the beſt Security of Br;- 
* tif} Liberty; ule your utmoſt Endeavours to limit the 
Number of Plac men in, and exclude Penſioners from the 
* Houſe of Commons. 

Be it your particular Care to piocure a proper Law for 
© the Security and Encouragement of the Woollen Manu- 
facture; the Decay of which is ſo ſenſibly felt in this 
* County. 

* Let numerous ſanding Armies in Time of Peace be 
* aboliſt'd; in lime of War be made uſeſul. 

* Strictly inquire into the Conduct of thoſe who have in- 
« ſulted the Merchants, ſacrificed the Trade, and proſtituted 
« the Honour of Great Britain, that their Puniſhment, upon 
due Conviction, may be as exemplary as their Crimes are 
notorious." 


On the 18th the Houſe being met purſuant to their Ad- 
journment, a new Writ was ordered for electing a Baron 
der'd in Roc of for Rye, in the Room of Phillips Gibbon, Eſq; For the 

oom of . > K ; X 
Members pre- City of Herceſlor, in the Room of Samuel andys, Fig; 
ferr*d, For a Burgeſs for Eve/vam, in the Room of Sir John Ru- 
Hout, Bart. And another for Nertbampten, in the Room 
of the Hon. George Compton, Eſq; Likewiſe for King's Lynn, 
in the Room of the Earl of O-ford ®. 

Colonel Pladen preſented to the Houſe a Report from 
Report relating to the Commilſioners of Trade, in purſuance of the Addreſs 
the Woollen of the Houle of the 5th of March laſt, to direct them, 
Manufactures; during the Receis, to prepare a Scheme for the regiſtring 
the 


New Writs or- 


* Edwird Bacon, Eſqz was clected in his Place, and all the new 
Com miſlioneovt this Treatury were re-chote. 


Eſq; Repreſentatives in Parliament for the County of 


t 
the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland, which was ordered to An. xs, Geo, 11, 
ye on the Table. : 1741. 

Mr Cerbet, from the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, Gn ym 

reſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their Addreis of the Alſo Accounts 
23d, Copies of all Complaints made to the ſaid Commiſſio n the Admi- 
ners, relating to the Commanders of his Majeſty's Ships, Oc. & 

Ordered, That an Account be laid before the Houle, And likewiſe re- 
ſhewing how the Money granted laſt Seſſion towards repair- —_ 2 4 
a a Y, 
ing Weftminſfler Abbey , has been diſpoſed of. preſented to the 

Feb. 19. A Petition of the Gentlemen, principal Traders, Houſe. 
and Inhabitants of the Town of Ca/lompton, in the County 
of Devon, complainining of the great Decay of the Woollen 
Manufactures, was ordered to be referred to a Committee of 
the whole Houſe. 

Then received ſeveral Eſtimates relating to the Land Forces, 
which were referred to the Committee of Supply ; and the 
Order of the Day being read for the Houſe to reſolve itlelt 
into the ſaid Committee, Mr Philips | ſtood up, and ſpoke to 
the following Effect: k Debate on the 

Sir, Supply. 

* I never trouble you long, Sir, on any Occaſion ; I Mr 1 

thall be very ſhort upon this. 1 ſuppoſe, it is underſtood, it 
we go now into a Committee of Supply, it is in order to 
vote an Army; and I beg Leave to ſubmit it to Gentlemens 
Judgments, whether Matters are yet ripe for ſuch a Vote. 
It was the Cuſtom of our wiſe Anceſtors firſt to redreſs 
Grievances, and then to grant Supplies ; and if their Ex- 
ample had been followed in ſucceeding Parliaments, we 
ſhould not have heard of the Complaints that are now before 
us from our Merchants: Let us therefore now revive the 
long depreſſed Spirit of true Exgliſomen, and not be blindly 
led to make Grants before we make Inquiries. 

*'The Hon. Gentleman who moved you Yeſterday to go in- 
to a Committee of Supply *, was pleaſed to ſay, * The Buli- 
neſs of the Nation had been long poſtpon'd: I beg Leave to 
ak that Honourable Gentleman, does he think the grear 
Buſineſs of the Nation is to grant Supplies only ? Surely, Sir, 

I hope we are mct here for other Purpoſes too: The 
granting Supplies, tho' neceſſary, 15 always laying a Burthen 
upon the Nation: The redreſſing Grievances is always ſalu— 
tary and pleaſing. Shall we grant Men and Money, at a 
Time Complaints are made of Miapplications of Men and 
Money, without firſt inquiring into the Grounds of thoſe 

f Com- 

+ See a Debate on this Subject in Chandler's Hiſtory, Anno 1737. p. 86. 

1 In the Third Volume of TIM BERNTAxD's Hiſtery of the Houle of 
Lords is an Account of the ſeveral Alter:tions in the Engliſh Peerage, 
during the Reign of King Ceorge I. compiled by this Gentleman, 

® The Hon, Henry Pelham. 
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Sir Will. Vonge. 
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Complaints? Shall we precipitately grant Supplies, with. 
out firit conſidering our Ability to grant them, how they are 
to be applied, and who is to apply them ? 

* The King calls to us for Advice, the Miniſtry call to us 
for Men and Money: Wno are we firſt to anſwer ? Why does 
the King call to us for Advice? That we may conſider the 
State of Affairs, and know what Men and what Money to 
grant. Shall we then implicitely grant Men and Money, 
without firſt conſidering what Men and what Money it will 
be proper and neceſſary to grant? Is this Parliamentary ? 
Can we judge of that Neceſſity, till we conſider the State 
of the Nation, and the Situation we are in with Regard to 
Foreign Aﬀairs ? Surely no. I am as much for granting 
the neceſſary Supplies of the Government as any Gentleman 
in this Houſe ; but I cannot anſwer it to my Conſtituents to 
vote for them, till I am thoroughly ſatisfy'd of the Neceſ- 
ſity of them, and that they will be better applied than the 
5,267,000 /. granted laſt Year. 

© I hope therefore, Sir, we ſhall defer the Supply till we 
have been in a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
of the State of the Nation, which was a Meaſure propoſ 
ed by an Honourable Gentleman over-againit me, very ear- 
ly in the Seſſion “, and will, I hope, be puſhed. 

Sir William Yonge ſpoke next. 

Sir 

We have heard ſo often, and upon ſo many Occaſions, 
of the Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, that I muſt begin with 
wiſhing, we would in this Age obſerve the Cuſtom of our 
Anceſtors, in all our Proceedings in this Houſe. They ne- 
ver oppoſed a jult and wiſe Government in any of its Mea- 
ſures, nor did they ever talk of redreſſing Grievances, but 
when ſome ſuch really exiſted. When this happened to 
be the Caſe, they did not leave People in the Dark, or the 
Government to gueſs what they meant: They explained par- 
ticularly every Grievance they thought the People laboured 
under, and they propoſed what they thought the molt pro- 
per and ſpeedy Remedies. Under a wiſe Government, this 
could never interfere with the granting of the neceſſary Sup- 
plies, becauſe ſuch a Government will certainly, if they can, 
redreſs every Grievance, as ſoon as they are properly inform 
ed of it; and if they cannot without a new Law, they wil! 
as certainly concur in the paſling of a proper Law for that 
Parpoſe. The Redreſs of Grievances therefore never could, 
nor ever was with our Ancellors a Cauſe for poltponing the 
neceſſary Supplies, but under an unjuſt or unwiſe Govern- 
ment, that won!d neither redreſs, nor cencur in redrefing 
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declar'd to be ſuch by a Majority of the Repreſentatives of 
the People. Nay, our Anceſtors were upon this Head ſo 
moderate, that after they had particularly ſet forth the Grie- 
vances of the People, and had remonſtrated againſt them in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, they ſeldom or never, in the ſame Seſſi- 
on, refuſed granting the Supplies neceſſary upon that Occa- 
ſion : After they had done their Duty in laying before the 
Government the Grievances of the People, they truſted to 
the Government for redreſſing them, at leaſt till next Seſ- 
ſion; and then indeed, if they found the Government had 
made no Step towards that End, they had good Reaſon in 
the next Seſſion to inſiſt upon an immediate Redreſs of thoſe 
Grievances they had before complained of, previous to their 
granting any Supplies. 

This, Sir, was the Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, the uni- 
form Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, I believe, from the firſt Ori- 
ginal of our Conſtitution, quite down to the Revolution. 
From that Time indeed we have had, and now 1n particular 
we have a Party amongſt us, who talk every Seſſion of 
Grievances, and of redreſſing Grievances before granting 
Supplies, without ever ſo much as once explaining to us any 
one Grievance they deſire to be redreſſed. For my Part, I 
do not know any one Grievance the People are now expoſed 
to; for I am ſure no honeſt and loyal Subject vill ever look 
upon thoſe Taxes as a Grievance, which are neceſſary for the 
Security of our Government, or for paying off the Intereſt 
and Principal of thoſe Debts which were contracted for de- 
ſending us againſt Popery and arbitrary Power. Thoſe 
Taxes, indeed, afford a Handle which the Diſaffected have 
always endeavoured to make uſe of, for rendering the People 
diſcontented. They dure not avow, that the only Grievance 
they feel, is the Continuance of our preſent happy Eftabliſh- 
ment; but they exclaim againſt thoſe publick Burdens, 
which have been made neceſſary by their Deſigns to ſub- 
vert our Conſtitution, and to which moſt of them owe the 
Religion they profeſs, and all of them the Security they now 
enjoy, as to their Lives, their Liberties, and their Proper- 
nes, 

I am far from ſuppoſing, Sir, that any Gentleman in 
this Houſe, is to be ranked among this Sort of People : 
The Oaths we have taken make ſuch a Suppoſition impoſh- 
ble, or at leaſt very uncharitable; but I am afraid, many 
Gentlemen, both within Doors and without, thro' not at- 
tending to the Dangers our Government has frequently, and 
from Time to Time, been expoſed to, have allowed them- 
ſelves to be miſled by the ſpecious Arguments, cunningly 
inſinuated 
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Dangers our Government has been lately expoſed to as ima. 
ginary : They, indeed, have Reaſon to do ſo ; becauſe thoſe 
Dangers have been all owing to their Machinations, either 
abroad or at home ; and from this falſe Gloſs they put upon 
thoſe Dangers, they conclude, that our Miniſters have (ug. 
geſted them with no other View, than to put the Publick 
to an extraordinary Expence, that they might have an Op. 
portunity to enrich themſelves out of the Spoils of the Peo- 
ple. This is ſpecious, but not true; yet falſe as it is, it 
has, I fear, impoſed upon many well-meaning Men without 
Doors, and not a few within. The ſame Sort of People 
repreſent the Power of the Crown as exceſſive, and by much 
too great to be conſiſtent with the Liberties of a free Peo 
ple; tho”, in reality, it is no greater than is abſolutely 
nece ſſary for preſerving us againſt the rebellious or ſeditious 
Practices of thoſe, who, ſhould they ſucceed in their De- 
ſigns, would neither leave the Face of Liberty, nor the Face 
of true Religion amongſt us. This, I know, has likewiſe 
impoſed upon many well-meaning Gentlemen, and has 
made them look upon ſome Parts of our preſent Conſtitu- 
tion as Grievances, which are abſolutely neceſſary for pre- 
ſerving us againſt the greateſt of all Grievances, and that 
which would be the Source of every other Grievance a free 
People can apprehend, I mean, the Overthrow of our pre- 
ſent happy Etftabliſhment. 

* I hope, Gentlemen will conſider of theſe Things, when 
they hear Grievances thus generally talk'd of in this Houſe, 
before they reſolve to poſtpone Supplies till we have re- 
dreſſed Grievances which nobody knows of. I know of no- 
thing that has as yet been declared a Grievance by a Ma- 
jority of this Houſe. Surely, befo;g we can redreſs any 
Grievance, we muſt know what it is we are to redreſs, we 
malt reſolve that it is a Grievance which ought to be re- 
dreſſed. But our preſent Grievances, it ſeems, are of a very 
extraordinary Nature: They are ſuch as cannot be diſco- 
vered or explained, till we have reſolved ourſelves into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider of the State of 
the Nation. This, Sir, is really ſomething like a Lady in 
the Vapours : She is in a very bad State of Health: She fancies 
herſelt oppreſſed with ſeveral Diſtempers; but ſhe cannot tell 
what they are, till ſhe has had a Conſultation of Phyſicians, to 
find them out, and explain them. The Conſequence gene- 
rally is, that theſe Phyſicians, in order to make themiclves 
her neceflary and expenſive Attendants, ſuggeſt to her Fancy 
Diſeaſes ſhe never felt, and make her ſwallow Pills and 
Bolus's till they throw her into a real Diſtemper. 
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not be the Conſequence of our reſolving ourſelves into ſuch 
a Committee; however, I ſhall not determine myſelf to be 
againſt it, till I hear what Reaſons may be offered for our 
going into that Committee; but ſince it has been ſo long 
delayed, I am ſurpriſed to hear Gentlemen pretend, that our 
not having been in ſuch a Committee is a Reaſon for our 
poſtponing the Supplies; eſpecially now that it is lo late in 
the Year as well as in the Seaſon. If they think our going 
into ſuch a Committee neceſſary, why did not they move 
it ſooner ? Could they expect that ſuch a Motion would be 
made by thoſe who do not think any ſuch Motion neceſſary ? 
From ſuch a Behaviour one would really ſuſpect, that they 
delayed making this Motion, on purpole to have a Pretence 
for poſtponing the Supplies. I hope this is not the Caſe : 
I am perſuaded it is not. 'They could not hope for Suc- 
ceſs in any ſuch Project; for, in my Opinion, no Man who 
conſiders the Danger Europe as well as this Nation is in at 
preſent, will upon any Conſideration poſtpone the granting 
of thoſe Supplies, which are neceſſary, not only for the 
Support of our Government, but for enabling his Majeity 
to take ſpeedy and effectual Mcalures for preſerving a Ba- 
lance of Power in Europe. 

When I reflect, Sir, upon the dangerous, I may ſay 
deſperate Situation, the Bilance of Power is now in, and 
the conſequential Danger this Nation mult of courſe be in: 
When I reflect upon the precarious Situation our Trade 
and Navigation both in the Mediterranean and American 
Seas, nay, I may ſay in every Part of the World, mult be 
reduced to, unleſs we can force SHain to give up that un- 
juit Pretence for ſearching and ſeizing our Ships, even in 
Time of Peace, on Account of contraband Goods : When 
I reflet upon the wiſe Meaſures his Majeity has already 
taken, or is now purſuing, for redeeming Europe, as well 
as this Nation, from ſuch a dangerous Situation: I ſay, 
when I reflet upon theſe Things, I cannot but be aſto- 
niſhed, that any Gentleman ſhould propoſe the poſtponing 
of the neceſſary Supplies, till we have redreſſed Grievances, 
which are ſo little felt, that they have not as yet been diſ- 
covered, or at leaſt have not as yet been declared to be ſuch 
by any Reſolution of either Houſe of Parliament. 

Let us conſider, Sir, the formidable Confederacy againſt 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and the preſent forlorn Condition of 
that Houſe. The Queen of Hungary has ſhewn a molt ſur- 
priſing Spirit in her Diſtreſs: Her Subjects have done Won- 
ders in her and their own Defence; but the Confederacy is 
ſo powerful, that ſhe cannot refiſt it another Campaign; nor 
can we by ourſelves alone give her ſuch Aflittance as will 
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be drawn off, and a new Confederacy formed for her Sup- 
port. Neither of theſe can be done without Money, nor 
can it be done at all, if it is not ſpeedily done. Now, Sir, 
ſuppoſe France ſhould ſucceed in all her ambitious Projects 
both in Germany and ltaly : Suppoſe ſhe ſhould eſtabliſh her 
Vice-Emperor upon the Imperial Throne, reduce the Queen 
of Hungary to her Terms, - and eſtabliſh her Son-in-Law, 
Don Philip of Spain, in a new. erected Kingdom in Tah, 
what are we then to expect, Sir? Can we expect a happy 
Iſſue of our War with Spain? Muſt we not ſubmit to any 
Terms France ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe ? If we do not, ſhe 
will, by her Orders, or her Influence, bring all Europe upon 
our Backs ; and after the braveſt, the moſt obſtinate Defence 
we can make, we muſt at laſt ſubmit to what Terms our 
Enemies ſhall pleaſe to propoſe. The Freedom of our 
Trade and Navigation would certainly be the firſt Sacrifice 
to this fatal Event ; and our Independency, our Religion, our 
Liberties and Properties would as certainly be the laſt ; for 
as to our Lives, it would then be the Intereſt of France, 
tho' not our own, to preſerve them as much, as it is the 
Intereſt of a Maſter to preſerve the Lives of his Slaves, 
Theſe are Events which I think of with Horror, and there- 
fore I cannot agree to poſtpone any Thing that may prevent 
them. I hope the Houſe will be of my Opinion, and, con- 
ſequently, refuſe to poſtpone any longer granting the neceſ- 
ſary Supplies, for the ſake of redrefling Grievances, which 
are neither felt by the People, declared by this Houſe, nor 
explained or particularly ſet forth by thoſe that talk of them. 


Sir Watkin Williams W;nne ſpoke to the following Effect. 
Sir, 

* I ſhall readily agree with the Hon. Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, that our Anceſtors never oppoſed, or, at leaſt, 
that they never ought to have oppoſed a juſt and wiſe Go- 
vernment in any of its Meaſures, nor ought they to have 
talked of redreſſing Grievances but when ſome ſuch really 
exiſted ; but I ſhould be glad, that Gentleman, or any 
Gentleman, would ſhew me a Government, that did not 
aſſume to itſelf the great Character of being juſt and wiſe, 
or that would admit any Thing to be a Grievance which 
they had no Inclination to redreſs. Prius, Felix, Inclytus, 
were Characters aſſumed by the moſt cruel, the moſt brutiſh 
of the Roman 'T'yrants, as well as the mot juſt and glorious 
of their Emperors ; and thoſe great Characters were more 
proſuſely beſtowed by the flaviſh Reman Senate upon the 
former, than ever they were upon the latter. In this Houſe, 
Sir, we ought never to talk of the Government, becauſe it 
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that no Adminiſtration had ever leſs Title to be called juſt 
and wiſe, than that which this Nation has been under for 
twenty Years paſt; ſo that the Behaviour of our Anceſtors 
under a juſt and wiſe Adminiſtration, can be no Rule for our 
Conduct at preſent, nor any Argument againſt what my 
Hon. Friend has propoſed. 

* We ought upon this Occaſion to conſider, what was 
the Conduct of our Anceſtors, when real Grievarices not 
only exiſted, but were generally and loudly complained of 
by the People, which 1s our Caſe at preſent. In all ſuch 
Caſes, we ſhall find it to have been the conſtant Practice of 
our Anceſtors to begin with an Inquiry into our Grievances, 
and to inſiſt upon their being redreſſed, or upon having pro- 
per Bills pais'd for that Purpoſe, before they granted any 
Supplies ; and this they have done even when the Nation 
was in the utmoſt foreign Danger. The memorable Inſtance 
in the Reign of Richard the IId never can, never ought to 
be forgot by a Britiſb Houſe of Commons. The French 
had then prepared for a moſt formidable Invaſion upon 
England: They had a great Army aſſembled : They had 
Tranſports ready for that Army : 'They had a naval Force 
which we could not, which we did not, pretend to oppoſe 
at Sea; and all this within a Day's Sail of the Mouth of 
the River Thames. In this Condition we were, when the 
Parliament aſſembled, which that King had called for grant- 
ing him the Supplies neceſlary for 3 the Army 
he had prepared, and that Army was then, for want of 
Money, living at free Quarters round the City of London. 
In ſuch a dangerous, in ſuch a terrible Situation, what did 
the Parliament do? Did they grant the neceſſary Supplies? 
No, Sir. The firſt Thing they did was to preſent an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, to remove the Lord High Treaſurer, 
and the Lord High Chancellor, from his Councils and Pre- 
ſence; and that all thoſe through whoſe Hands the publick 
Money had paſſed, might be called to a ſtrict Account. 
That King, by the Advice of theſe guilty Counſellors, re- 
turned a moſt haughty Anſwer, and order'd them, in an 
imperious Stile, to grant the Supplies he demanded ; but 
this had a quite contrary Eftect : It made the other Houſe 
join with this in a Meſſage to the King, that they would 
proceed to no Buſinels, till his Miniſters were puniſhed ac- 
cording to their Deſerts. The King was at laſt forced 10 
comply: The Miniſters were removed and punifſied ; and 
the two Houſes joined in appointing fourteen Commiſhoners 
© examine the publick Accounts, and to take Care of the 
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Kin 
. 5 ſhall mention another Inſtance of a much freſher Date, 
Before the * Revolution it had been found by Experience,that 
the long Continuance of one and the ſame Parliament was a 
Grievance of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſti- 
tution. At the Time of the Revolution ſufficient Care was 
not taken to remove this Grievance ; and, therefore, the 
Parliament very ſoon reſolved to ſupply that Defect. So 
early as in the Year 1692, the famous 'T'riennial Bill was 
brought in, and paſſed both Houſes, but K. William, tho' 
he came here to ſecure and eſtabliſh our Liberties, was ſo ill 
adviſed as to refuſe it the Royal Aſſent. This made the 
Commons reſolve, as ſoon as they met in November 175 
to have this Bill paſſed both Houſes, and aſſented to by t! 
King, before they granted any Supplies; and, according'y, 
the very firſt Thing they did, was to order a Bill t. be 
brought J in For the frequent meeting and calling of Pariia- 
ments, which was accordingly brought in the 22d of that 
Month, and received the Royal Aſſent the 22d of the next. 
We all know, Sir, what a dangerous Situation Europe 1n ge- 
neral, as well as this Nation in particular, was in at that 
Time. We were engaged in a heavy War, upon the Suc- 
ceſs of which the Liberties of Europe depended : We had a 
very numerous diſaffected Party at home, who were continu- 
ally forming Plots, and encouraging the French to invade 
us; fo that our Religion, Liberties, and Independency, in 
a great Meaſure, depended upon the Parliament's granting the 
neceſiary Supplies for carrying on the War; yet in theſe 
Circumſtances this Houſe inſiſted upon the Triennial Bill's 
being previouſly paſſed into a Law; and it was lucky they 
did {o, for if they had not taken that Opportunity, when 
the Dutch were in ſo much Danger, we ſhould probably 
have had no ſuch Bill during that Reign, nor perhaps, to 
this very Day. It would have been lucky for the Nation, 
had the Parliament at that Time inſiſted as ſtrenuouſly upon 
the other Bill, which had been reſuſed the Royal Aſſent in 
the preceding Seſſion, I mean the Bill Touching free ard in- 
partial Proceedings in Parliament ; ; for tho' the Neceſſity of 
{ome 


One of the Compliments paid to King Charles IT. not long after hi: 
Reſtoration, was the Repeal of the Triennial Act, which was introduced 
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is now too apparent; yet, I am afraid, it is out of our Power 
to make uſe of the ſame Method for obtaining it. 

Thus, Sir, if we follow the Steps of our Anceſlors, no 
Danger, no Inconvenience, will ever be thought a prevailing 
Argument for our granting all the neceſſary Supplies before 
ſeeing any one publick Grievance redreſſed. I was ſurpriſed, 
Sir, to hear the Hon. Gentleman ſay, that the Party who 
talk of redreſſing Grievances before granting Supplies, have 
never yet explained any one Grievance they deſire to be re- 
dreſſed. The bad Conduct of our Miniſters, and their Pro- 
fuſion of publick Money, have been often ſet in a clear 
Light in this Houſe, and are loudly complained of by all 
impartial and independent Men without Doors: The Septen- 
nial Act has been demonſtrated “ to be a Grievance of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to our Conſtitution: The allowing 
of ſuch a Number of Placemen, or any private Penſio- 
ners, to have Seats in this Houſe, has been demonſtrated to 
be a Grievance of the ſame Nature; and I could mention 
ſeveral other Grievances that have been fully and particular- 
ly explained, and have been exclaimed againſt not only by 
4 great Party in this Hpuſe, but by the whole Nation with- 
out Doors. I ſhall grant, that many of them have not as 
yet been declared to be Grievances by a Majority of the 
People's Repreſentatives in Parliament, but they have been 
declared to be ſuch by the general Voice of the Nation ; and 
the Reaſon why the People's Repreſentatives do not ſeem to 
be of the ſame Opinion with the People, is of all others the 
Grievance moſt ſenſibly felt, and molt loudly complained of. 

* The Reaſon of this moſt ſurpriſing Difference in Opini- 
on is generally ſuppoſed, Sir, to proceed from the Preva- 
lence of Corruption, both at Elections and in Parliament. 
The Majority in Parliament has for a great many Years, 
been ſuppoſed to be biaſſed in their Opinions, or directed in 
their Declarations, by the Poſts, Penſions, or Bribes, they 
poſſeſſed, received, or expected; and this is look'd upon 
by the whole Nation as the greatelt Grievance, and as the 
Source of all our other Grievances : Nay, it has been of- 
ten declared to be ſo by a Majority of this Houſe. Penfion 
and Place-Bills have often paſſed through this Houſe, and, 
conſequently, we muſt allow, that Corruption has been de- 
clared to be a Grievance by a Majority of the People's Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament; and that it is a Grievance that 
has been felt and ought to be removed, or, at leaſt, that it 
is a Grievance which may be felt and ought to be prevented. 
As this Houſe, or at leaſt the Majority of us, are as inde- 

pen- 
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Houſe ever was, I hope, we ſhall be of the ſame Opinion; 
but as moſt of thoſe Bills have been rejected by the other 
Houſe, or by the Crown, we may from Experience be con. 
vinced, that we ſhall never be able to get any proper and 
effectual Law paſſed for preventing Corruption, unleſs we 
very ſpeedily take the ſame Method that was taken in 
1694 for obtaining the Triennial Bill. I ſay very ſpeedily, 
Sir, for Corruption is of ſuch a dangerous Nature, that like 
Fire, if we allow it to get to a Head, it will be im poſſible to 
extinguiſh it, till it has reduced to Aſhes the beautiful Fa- 
brick of our Conſtitution, 

* The Hon. Gentleman may not, perhaps, know any 
Grievance the Pcople think themſelves ſubje& to, becaule 
he has never, I believe, kept Company with thoſe that had 
Reaſon to complain : He may nor, perhaps, be ſenſible of 
the Burdens the People feel themſelves loaded with, becauſe 
he has always had a great deal more from the Publick, than 
he was obliged to pay to the publick Charge. There are 
many other Gentlemen, and not a few in this Houſe, in the 
ſame Caſe with him. I ſhall not attempt to derogate from 
the Merit of ſuch Gentlemens Services to the Publick, but 
I can aſſure them, that the People generally think, not on- 
ly that we have by far too many ſuch Servants, but that 
molt of them have much greater Stipends than they deſerve, 
This is what the People look upon as a Grievance. 'They 
do not find Fault with the Taxes neceſſary for the Security 
of our Government, or for paying off the Intereſt and Prin- 
cipal of our Debts ; but they think, that a great Part of the 
"Taxes they pay, has been miſapplied, by maintaining a great 
Number of unneceſſary Officers, and paying a great Number 
of extravagant Salaries ; that many of thoſe -Officers have 
purloined, and applied to their own Uſe, large Sums of the 
publick Money that paſſed through their Hands: The Peo- 
ple cannot help thinking fo, when they ſee a publick Officer 
grown immenſely rich, nocwithſtanding bis being known to 
have come into that Office as poor as a Rat, and to have 
ſpent yearly much more than his Salary, extravagant as it 
was, could afford. This is what the People complain of: 
This is what they think the Parliament ought to inquire in- 
to, before they grant any more Supplies; a great Part of 
which may probably, without ſuch Inquiry, be diſpoſcd ot 
in the ſame fraudulent Manner. 

* The People likewiſe complain, Sir, of our maintaining 
numerous Armies, fitting out formidable Squadrons, paying 
foreign Subſidies, and keeping foreign Troops in our Pay, 
none of which were neceſſary for the Support of our Govern 
ment, however neceifiry they might be for the Support ot 

our 
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| our Adminiſtration. The People know how uſeful the Diſ. An. 15. Geo, II, 


ſal of Commiſſions in our Army, and Navy, may beto a 
Miniſter at an Election or in Parliament; and they know 
| what Purloinings may be ſecretly made from a foreign Sub- 
ſdy, or from the Pay of foreign Troops; but they know 
nothing of the Dangers that have made thoſe Expences ne- 
ceſſary, or that were prevented by putting the Nation to 
ſuch an extraordinary Charge. For theſe twenty Years paſt, 


has it been ſo much as pretended, much leſs proved, that 


there was ever any Machination or Plot contrived or ſet on 
Foot by the Diſaffected, or that we have been threatned 
with any Invaſion? For I hope, it will not now be affir- 
med, that there was any Ground for thoſe Apprehenſions 
we were terrified with, in order to make us ſwallow that 
bitter Pill, the Treaty of Hanover. When Gentlemen talk 
of the Plots and Machinations of the Diſaffected, and of the 
Dangers we have from thence been expoſed to, they do not 
conſider, that they furniſh us with one of the ſtrongelt Rea- 
ſons for going upon an Inquiry into our late Conduct, be- 
fore we proceed to any other Buſineſs; for as the Nation 
has upon that Account been every Year put to an extraordi- 
nary Charge, during the long Courſe of our late Miniſter's 
Adminiſtration, and as no Proofs have ever yet been offered 
for ſhewing that we were in any Danger; as Time, the Diſ- 
coverer of all Things, has never yet found out any Thing 
of this Kind, we are under an indiſpenſable Duty to 
inquire into it ; for if it ſhould appear that there never was 
any ſuch Danger, we mult then conclude that our late Mi- 
niſter and his Accomplices were in a Plot againſt our Con- 
ſtitution; and that they made uſe of thoſe imaginary Dan- 
gers as a Pretence for getting Money, to enable them to car- 
ry on their corrupt Practices againſt our Conſtitution. 

* I hope, Sir, I have ſhewn that our Grievances are not 
ſuch as cannot be diſcovered or explained till we have reſol- 
ved ourſelves into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſi- 
der of the State of the Nation. 'They are ſuch as are well 
known : They are ſuch as have been, and are now ſeverely 
felt by all thoſe who have no Share in being the Cauſe of 
them, Our Diſtemper is therefore very far from being ima- 
ginary: It may properly enough be compared to that which 
s got by a Commerce with Proſtitutes, which, if not ſpee- 
dily prevented by an effectual Remedy, either deſtroys the 
Patient, or very much weakens his Conſtitution. I wiſh this 
may not already be our Caſe. I am ſure it will very ſoon 
be ſo, if we do not take Care to render it almoſt impoſlible 
for any Proſtitute to have a Seat in this Houſe ; and this can - 
not, I think, be done, unleſs we reſolve to defer granting 
ul the neceſſary Supplies, till we ſee proper Bills for this 

Pur- 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Purpoſe not only brought in, but approved of by every 


Branch of our Legiſlature. | 

As ſome farther Demands may probably be made upon 
us at the preſent Conjuncture, this may, perhaps, be a Reaſon 
with ſome Gentlemen for not deferring the Supply neceſſary 
for maintaining our Army. They may, perhaps, think that 
we ſhall hereafter have an Opportunity to inſiſt upon a Re. 
dreſs of our Grievances, before we grant all the Supplies 
which our preſent Circumſtances may render neceſſary ; but 
beſides its being a bad Precedent, I do not really ſee, Sir, 
how we can determine what Number of Troops may be ne- 
ceſſary for the Service of the enſuing Year, till we have con. 
ſidered the State of the Nation in a Grand Committee. The 
Affairs of Europe are, we know, in a very confuſed and 
dangerous Situation: We likewiſe know, that we ſtand en- 
gaged as Guarantees of the Pragmatick Sanction; but all 
the Powers now confederated againſt the Queen of Hurgary, 


* except the Duke of Bawaria alone, are engaged to guaran- 


ty that Settlement as well as we, and if we do not perform 
that Engagement, we cannot be accuſed of any Breach of 
Faith, becauſe the Breach of Faith committed by the other 
Parties concerned, has made the Performance on our Par: 
impoſſible, at leaſt that Sort of Performance which conſiſts 
in ſending Troops to her Aſſiſtance. We may ſend her Mo- 
ney, and this Method of aſſiſting her will, perhaps, be the belt 
for her, and, I am ſure, the moſt convenient for us. If this 
ſhould be reſolved on, and this, I think, is the only Thing 
that can be reſolved on, unleſs we have an Aſſurance of be- 
ing join'd by ſome of the moſt conſiderable Powers upon the 
Continent, we ought to diſband a great Many of the 'Troops 
we have now on Foot; for ſurely our War with Hain does 
not require our keeping up ſuch a numerous Land-Army as 
we have at preſent, eſpecially 1f-no better Uſe ſhould be 
made of it in Time to come, than has been in Time pal. 
Therefore, till we conſider the State of the Nation: Till we 
know what may be expected from the Durch, and other 
Powers of Europe, equally, if not more concerned than we 
are, for preſerving entire the Dominions of the Houle of 
Auſtria, it is impoſſible for us to determine what Number of 
Troops ought to be kept yp for the enſuing Year : And our 
determining this Queſtion, before we are duly prepared for 
that Purpoſe, will have a very bad Effect upon the Minds of 
the People, becauſe it will make them imagine, that this 
Parliament is to give Credit to, avd to act upon the bare 
Aſſertions of Miniſters, as implicitly as ſome late Parliament: 
have done, which would make them deſpair of ever meeting 
with any Juſtice or Relief from Parliament; and no one can 
tell what fatal Effects the Deſpair of a brave People may 


Produce. 
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« I am very much ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear Gentlemen aſk, An. 15. Geo. II. 


Why did you not go ſooner into a Committee upon the State 


of the Nation? Why was it not moved for by thoſe wo- 3 


think it neceſſary for us to go into ſuch a Committee ? Does 
not every one know how much our Time was taken up with 
Elections of very great Importance, till the very Day before 
our laſt Adjournment? If no ſuch Adjournment, which was 
no Way expected, had happened, the Queltion would pro- 
bably have been moved, and we ſhould have been in a Com- 
mittee upon that Affair before this Time. Therefore, thoſe 
who think it proper we ſhould conſider the State of the Na- 
tion, before we determine what ſtanding Army is neceſſary 
to keep up for the Service of the Nation, are not to be blam- 
ed for not having made any ſuch Motion, but thoſe only 
who were the Adviſers of that Adjournment ; nor can I ſee 
any Reaſon why ſuch a Motion might nut be made by ſome 
of thoſe who are our Miniſters, as well as by thoſe who are 
not ; for, in my Opinion, if we had a due Regard to the 
Dignity of our Proceedings, we ought, in every Seſſion, to 
take the State of the Nation into our Conſideration, before 
we grant any Supply, or, at leaſt, before we make any par- 
ticular Grants for that Purpoſe. According to our late Cuſ- 
tom, the Miniſters tell us what Number of Men they think 


neceſſary for the Land Service, and they give us an Eſtimate 


of the Charge: Upon this we go into the Committee of 
Supply, and there we agree to the Number, without inquir- 
ing whether ſo great a Number be neceſſary or no ; we ap- 
prove of the Ellimate, many of us, I believe, without look- 
ing upon it, and we grant the Sum Total at the End of it. 
Is this conſiſtent with the Dignity of Parliament? Does it 
not look like putting an implicit Faith in the Wiſdom and 
Integrity of our Miniſters, who, I am ſure, very ſeldom 
deſerve ſo much Confidence? Is it not giving away the Mo- 
ney of our Conſtituents without knowing why or wherefore, 
tho' one of the chief Ends of ſending us hither, is to take 
Care, that no more of their Money ſhall be granted for the 
publick Service, or any Branch of the publick Service, than 
is made appear to be abſolutely neceſſary. 

© I therefore think, that in Regard to the Dignity of our 
own Proceedings, and to that Character we ought to keep 
up among the People, the Cuſtom ſhould be revived and 
eſtabliſhed, of taking the State of the Nation into our Con- 
ſideration every Seſſion of Parliament, before granting any 
particular Sums for the Supply ; and I can ſee no Danger 
in putting off providing for our Army, for a Week or ten 
Days, that we may in the mean Time take the State of the 
Nation into our Conſideration. I ſhall readily concur with 

Vor. XIII. 8 the 
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An, 15. Geo, 11, the Hon. Gentleman in admitting, that the Nation is in a 
1741. moſt dangerous State; I think, it is in a moſt terrible Si- 
yy Kation, with regard to Affairs both foreign and domeſtick. 
In the laſt two heavy Wars we ſpent above a Hundred Mil- 
lions Sterling, we contracted above Fiſty Millions of Debt, 
we loaded our People and our Trade with many heavy 
Taxes, in order to eſtabliſh a Syſtem of Affairs in Europe, 
by which the Balance of Power might be preſerved; and 
now after a Peace of thirty Years, with no one Interruption 
but what we brought upon ourſelves, I may ſay, out of 
mere Wantonneſs, we find the Nation loaded with very near 
the ſame Debt, our People ſtill groaning under the ſame 
Taxes, our Trade ruined by that Debt and thoſe Taxes, 
and the Syſtem of Affairs in Europe turned topſy-turvy ; fo 
that unleſs God Almighty interpoſes by ſome extraordinary 
Inſtance of his Providence, we muſt ſubmit to ſee our molt 
inveterate Enemy lording it over the Continent of Europe, 
and at laſt over ourſelves; or we muſt engage in a new War 
as heavy, as dangerous, and perhaps, as tedious as the laſt ; 
and when we ſeriouſly reflect, we have the Mortification to 
find, that all this has been chiefly owing to our own Con- 
duct. This is, indeed, a moſt melancholy, a moſt dreadful 
Situation : We have been brought into it by our Parlia- 
ment's taking every Thing upon Truſt from our Miniſters ; 
therefore, I hope, we ſhall do ſo no more. I hope we ſhall 
now conſider firſt the State of the Nation; becauſe from 
thence alone we can determine what Number of Troops 
ought to be kept up for the enſuing Year ; for if there is 
no Appearance of our being able to form a proper Confede- 
racy upon the Continent, we ought to diſband a great Part 
of our Troops we have now on foot, in order to be able to 
encreaſe our Naval Force ; becauſe it is upon that alone, 
after the Balance of Power upon the Continent is deſtroyed, 
that we mult depend for the Continuance of our future In- 

dependency." 


This Debate being over, the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a 

Grand Committee on the Supply, and came to the following 

1 8 Viz. That a Number of Land Forces, for Guards, 
cloluttons o arriſons, &c. (including 2323 Invalids) amounting to 35,554 
N effective Men, Commiſſion and Non- Commiſſion Officers 1 
to the Army. ed, be employed for the Year 1742: And that 1,004,947 J. 
10 d. be granted for defraying the Charge thereof: That 

11,559 Marines, Commiſſion and Non-Commiſſion Officers 

included, employed for the Year 1741, be continued for 

1742; That 206,253 J. 15 s. be granted for defraying the 

Charge thereof: And that 53,995 J. 13 5s. 4 d.be granted 

for 


(13 
for maintaining a Regiment of Foot raiſed in America, An. 15. Geo, II. 
for the Service of the Ve Indies, for 1742. 1741. 

The ſame Day Major-General Auſtruthen * withdrew hi 
Petition for An/iruther-Wefter, &c. As did alſo Alexander Y*titions for An- 
Udney, Eſq; for the Burghs of Aberdeen, &c. —— pre Frags 

Feb. 22. Mr Philip/on, from the Commiſſioners of the grawn, 
Navy, preſented to the Houſe the Account of the Number 
of Seamen, purſuant to their Order of the 28th /t. which 
was ordered to lie on the Table. 

Ordered an Account of all Woollen Goods, exported from Several Acconnts 
Great Britain, and to and from what Ports, from Chriſtmas ordered, and Pe- 
1715, to Chrifmas 1741, diſtinguiſhing each Year, with wv vets ro mg 
the Value thereof: And an Account of all Wool and Wool- yyuuiis inn. 
len-Yarn imported from Treland into Great Britain, from 
Chriftmas 1729, to Chriſtmas 1741 diſtinguiſhing each Year, 
to be laid before the Houſe. 

A Petition of the Mayor, Oc. of Taunton : Alſo of the 
Maſter-Clothiers, &c. of Shepton-Mallet, in the County of 
Somerſet, and of the Lord Mayor, &c. of the City of York, 
complaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, 
were referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Then Mr Phillips ſtood up, and moved that the Serjeant at 
Arms ſhould go into the Court of Requeſts, &c. and ſum- 
mon the Members to attend, which was ordered according- 
ly ; and he being return'd, Mr Scope reported from the Com- 


mittee on the Supply the foregoing Reſolutions. 


Hereupon Mr Phillips ſpoke to the following Effect: 
Mr Speaker, 

I do not rife, Sir, to oppoſe any of the Reſolutions that Mr Phillips's 
have been now read to you, but only to take Notice, that Speech on the 
when ſome of thoſe Reſolutions were agreed to in the n * 
mittee, I mean particularly thoſe relating to che Marines, „ — 
and the Regiment in America, the Committee was in ſo ported. a 
great a Confuſion and Diſorder, that it was impoſſible for 
any Gentleman who was not cloſe to the Table, to know 
what was doing. It is greatly for your Honour, Sir, that 
you never ſuffer any Queſtion to be put, without keeping 
the Houſe to the ſtricteſt Attention; and, I hope, that for 
the future, before Queſtions of this great Importance are 
put in the Committee, the Chairman will take Care to pre- 
ſerve the ſame Attention, that every Gentleman may have 
an Opportunity of giving his Diſſent, as well as his Aſſent, 


and that nothing may be obtained by Surprize. 
1741 8 2 Now 


* Lieutenant Governor of Minorca.— See his Examination before 
the Houſe of Lords, relating to the State of that Ifland, in II IBE 2—- 
LAND'S Hiſtory, Vol, VIII, Pe 69. 0 
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Now I am up, Sir, give me Leave to take Notice, 
that the Troops voted in the Committee, which are now 
to be agreed to by the Houſe, amount in the whole to 
50,867 Men, which is 815 more than were voted laſt Year ; 
and thoſe are excluſive of the Troops in the Plantations, 
Minorca, and Gibraltar, which are likewiſe on the Eng; 
Eſtabliſhment. You have thirteen Regiments, and fourteen 
Companies of Invalids there, which amount to above 11,700 
Men; ſo that in the Whole you have in the Briti/ Pay, 
beſides Foreigners, above 62,500 Landmen and 40,000 Sea- 
men, which coſt the Nation above 43,611,000 J. per Annum ; 
and theſe are excluſive of Half-pay Officers : A large Num- 
ber of Forces indeed, too great, I fear, for this Nation 
long to ſupport ; therefore, I hope, Sir, I truſt from what 
the Hon. Gentleman over the Way ſaid in the Committee,“ 
(and I repole great Confidence in what he does ſay) that 
theſe Troops will not only be kept up, but that they will 
be employed; and the Moment the Neceſſity of keeping 
them up ceaſes, that the Troops ſhall alſo ceaſe, I mean all 
thoſe that are not neceſizry for Guards and Garriſons at 
home. If this is done, the Nation will be convinced there 
is an Alteration of Meaſures as well as Men, and that the 
Troops were not kept up to awe the People into a laviſh 
Dependence on Men in Power at home, but to retrieve the 
almoſt loſt Honour and Reputation of the Nation abroad ; 
that they were not kept up to make fine Shews in Camps, 
and at Reviews, but to do the Nation real Service; that they 
were not kept up to influence Elections in England, but to 
reſtore the Balance of Power in Europe. Theſe Conſidera- 
tions will make every Man chearfully contribute his Propor- 
tion to the Expence of them. 

* Give me Leave to ſay a Word more: When theſe Sup- 
plies are granted, I hope, we ſhall all join Hand in Hand 
to make Inquiries, to redreſs Grievances, and to paſs ſuch 
whotelome Bills as may eff<Qually put it out of the Power 
of any Miniſtry to miſlead the King, to corrupt the Parlia- 
ment, or to enſlave the People. If theſe Meaſures are taken, 
and, I hope, theſe Meaſures will be taken, England will 
again rear its Head, the mutual Confidence that ought to 
ſubſiſt between the King and his Subjects will be reitored, 
and the Spirits of the People, which have been long depreſ- 
ſed with the Weight of heavy Taxes, without any Proſpect 
of Relief, will be revived, T'rade and Manufactures will 
flouriſh, and we ſhall, indeed, be a new People. The Pro- 
ſpect of theſe Things, Sir, is greatly pleaſing, and the more 
lo, when we conlider, that they are in our Power: Let us 

then 
* Mr Pulteney, 


1 89 
then chearfully ſet about this great Work, and England will An. 15. Geo. Il. 
date the ra of its Happineſs from the glorious Seſſion 1741, 
of 1741. 

Then the ſaid Reſolutions were agreed to by the Houſe, Motions Bill 
and a Bill was ordered to be brought in for puniſhing Mu- 2 CRONE 
tiny and Deſertion, &c. and that Sir William Younge *, and 
Mr Mon/on + do prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Feb. 23. A Petition of the Mayor, &c. of Barnſtaple : petitions relating 
And alſo of the Freeholders and Manufacturers, &c. of to the Woollen 
Nottingham, complaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture. 
Manufacture, was referred to the Committee of the whole 
Houſe. 

Mr Scrope reported from the Committee of the whole a Million voted 
Houſe on the Supply, their Reſolution, which was agreed to out of the Sink- 
by the Houſe, wiz. That towards raiſing the Supply, there ing Fund. 
be iſſued 1,000,000 J. out of the Sinking Fund; and a Bill 
was ordered in accordingly, 

'Then the Houſe proceeded to the further hearing the Me- 
rits of the Denbigh/bire Election; and the Counſel on both 
Sides being withdrawn, William Myadelton, Eſq; High She- 
riff of the ſaid County at the laſt Election was called in, 
and heard ; and being withdrawn, it was reſolved, that 
the Majority of the Voters upon the Poll was for the Petiti- 
oner, Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart. and was ſo declared 
by the High Sheriff at the Cloſe of the Poll, and no Alte- 
ration was made in the ſaid Poll, untill after the High She- 
rif had made the Return: Alſo that John Mydde/ton, The Denbigh- 
Eſq; was not duly returned, and that Sir Wathin Wil. —— yan 
liams Wynn, Bart. ought to have been return'd a Knight the Hich 'Sherift 
of the Shire for the ſaid County ; and the Clerk of the committed to 
Crown was ordered to amend the ſaid Return. Then it Newgate, 
was farther reſolved, that illiam Mydielron, Eſq; High 
Sheriff of the County of Denbigh at the laſt Election for a 
knight of the Shire, having taken upon himſelf to return 
John Myddelton, Eſq; contrary to the Majority of Votes re- 
ceived by him npon the Poll, and to his own Declaration of 
tne Numbers at the Cloſe of the Poll, without any publick 
ſubſequent Examination into the Rights of the Voters previ- 
ous to ſuch Return, and having afterwards preſumed to alter 
the ſaid Poll, in order to give Colour to ſuch Return, has 
acted partially, arbitrarily, and illegally, in Defiance of the 
Laws, in manifeſt Violation of the Rights of the Freehol- 
ders of the ſaid County, and in Breach of the Privilege of 
the Houſe ; and that he be for his ſaid Offence, committed 
Priſoner to Newgate. The Houſe alio voted an Addreſs to 

his 


* Secretary at War. 
T Deputy Pay-maſter of the Forces, 
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An. 15. Geo, II. his Majeſty, to remove the ſaid William Myddelton, Eſa; 
1741. from being Receiver General of the Land Revenue in Not; 
Wales, and alſo from being one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 
the Peace for the Counties of Denbigh and Flint. 
Accounts of Sea= Feb. 24. Mr Hi/ls, one of the Commiſſioners for ſick and 
men preſented. ounded Seamen, at the Bar preſented to the Houſe ſever] 
Accounts, purſuant to their Order of the 28th a/7. which were 
referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom 
the Petition of the Merchants of London, Cc. was referred. 
Petitions for Kin- The ſame Day Alexander Bruce, Eſq; withdrew his Pe. 
roſs and Penryn tition for the Shire of Kinro/s : As did alſo John Clavering, 
withdrawn. Eſq; and Lord Glenerchy both for Penryn, [See p. .] 
Then it was ordered that the Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Farther Reſolu- Yeſterday, relating to William Myddelton, Eſq; High She- 
tions relating to riff of the County of Denbigh, be humbly laid before his 
3 N Majeſty by ſuch Members as are of the Privy Council, at the 
4” ame Time that they preſent to his Majeſty the Addreſs of 
the Houſe Yeſterday, relating to the ſaid William Mydaelton, 
Eſq; 

Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to confider farther of the Petition of the 
Merchants of London, &c. and ſeveral Papers preſented to 
the Houſe on the 2d and 18th Inſt. by Mr Corbett, were re- 
ſerred to the ſaid Committee; and, after ſome Time ſpent 
therein, Sir Robert God/chall reported that they had heard 
farther Evidence. | 

Feb. 25. Mr Comptroller reported to the Houſe, that his 
Majeſty will give Directions for doing what is deſired by the 
Houſe, in Relation to William Madelton, Eſq; 

15 6 A Petition of the Dean and Chapter of Weſtminſter 
ö the was preſented to the Houſe, ſetting forth, That by ſe⸗ 
tor of Wenn... veral Acts of Parliament, ſeveral Sums have been iſſued and 
ter referred to applied towards repairing the ſaid Church, and a conſidera- 
the Committee of ble Progreſs has been made therein, and an Account how the 
Stpply. Money has been expended has been annually laid before the 

Houſe ; but that the Monies already granted being near ex- 
pended, the ſaid Works will ſoon be at a Stand ; that the 
ſaid Dean and Chapter are highly ſenſible of the Favours 
already conferred on the ſaid Collegiate Church; and hope 
that the good Work, fo far advanced by the Aid of former 
Parliaments, will meet with the like Encouragement and 
Aſſiſtance from the preſent. 

Mr Pulteney having, by the King's Command, acquainted 
the Houſe, that his Majeſty recommends the ſaid Petition 
to the Conſideration of the Houſe, it was referred to the 
Committee of Supply. 


Then 


E A PP ww oo”. 
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Then it was ordered, Næm. Con. that Leave be given to An. 15. Geo. II. 
bring in a Bill, To explain and amend the Laws touching 1741. 
he Election. of Members to ſerve in Parliament, and to re- \ ; 
grain the Partiality and regulate the Conduct of Returning — 11 
Officers at ſuch Elections ; and that Mr Pulteney, Mr Faxa- cer, ON in 
terley, Mr Winnington, Mr Pelham, Mr Attorney General, 

Mr Bathurſt, Mr Scot, Mr Carew, Mr Phillips, Mr Hay, 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr Grenville, and Sir Humphry 
Howarth do prepare and briog in the ſame. 

A Petition of the Mayor, &c. of Tiverton, complaining 
of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, was referred 
to the Committee of the whole Houſe. 

Feb. 26. It was ordered that Leave be given to bring in a Alſo to diſable 
Bill For making more effefual the Laws for diſabling Perſons Penſioners from 
from being choſen Members of, or fitting or voting in the being Members, 
Hiuſe of Commons, who have any Penſion during Pleaſure, 
for any Number of Years, or any Office held in Truſt for them; 
and that Mr Carew, Lord Gage, and Mr Phillips do pre- 
pare and bring in the ſame. 

Dr Lee reported from the Committee of Privileges and 
Elections, the Matter, as it appeared to them, touching the 
Petition of Charles Gray and Samuel Savill, Eiqrs. com- 
plaining of an undue Election and Return for the Borough 
of Colcheſler, with their Reſolutions thereupon, which were 
agreed to by the Houſe, viz. That the Majority of Votes, . . f 
received upon the Poll for the ſaid Borough, was for the ſaid tu. Ghun.. © 
Charles Gray and Samuel Sawill, Eſqrs. and was ſo declared Election. 
at the caſting up of the Numbers upon the Cloſe of the Poll 
by the Town-Clerk, by the Direction of Serjeant Robert 
Price, Deputy Mayor of the ſaid Borough, and no Vote was 
afterwards diſallowed. Then it was reſolved that John 
Olmius, Eſq; and Matthew Martin, Eſq; were neither duely 
returned nor duely elected; and that Charles Gray and Samu- 
el Sawvill, Eſqrs. ought to have been returned, and were 
duely elected Burgeſles to ſerve for the ſaid Borough; and 
the Clerk of the Crown amendcd the ſaid Return. 

March 1. A new Writ was order'd for Derby in the New Writ for 
Room of Lord James Cavendiſh *, who accepted the Office Perby. 
of Auditor of all Foreign Impoſls in Treland. 

Ordered a Copy of an Order from the Commiſſioners of Accounts from 
the Admiralty, to the reſpective Captains of ſuch of 89 
Majeſty's Ships, as from "Time to Time may be in the River : 
of Lien, dated the 2oth of Faruary 1739 : Alſo of an 
Order, dated the 25th of March 1740, to the reſpective 
Captains then at L:i/bon, or that ſhould thereafter arrive 
there, bound to England: Likewiſe of an Order to the re- 

ſpective 
* Lord Duncannon, eldeſt Son of the Earl of Bes borrow-, was elected. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. ſpective Captains of his Majeſty's Ships, who ſhall have Oc 
1 caſion to put into the Port of Liſbon, dated the 28th «f 
March 1741, to be laid before the Houſe. 


Penſion-Bill Mr Carex preſented to the Houſe the Penſion- Bill, [5 
read, p. 135] which was read the firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond 
Reading. 


Election for Dor- Then the Houſe proceeded to the Hearing the Petition 

nock, Kc. de- for an undue Election and Return for the Diſtri& of Burghz 

clar'd void. of Dornocl, Kirkwall, &c. And the Counſel on both Sides 
being withdrawn, the ſaid Election was declar'd void. 

Accounts from March 2. Mr Corbett, from the Commiſſioners of the Ad. 

the Admiralty, miralty, preſented Copies of the three Orders, directed to 
be laid before the Houſe Yeſterday. And alſo an Eſtimate 
of the Debt of the Navy, as it ſtood on the 3 iſt of Decen. 
ber 1741, which were referred to the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, on the Merchants Petition. 


Bill paſs'd for Then the ingroſſed Bill for granting to his Majeſty 


; Parr en 1,000,000 d. out of the Sinking Fund, towards the Supply 
the Sinking for the Year 1742, was read the third Time, palſs'd, and 

Fund, ſent to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 
March 3. Ordered a new Writ for the Burghs of Du- 

| nock *, Kirkwall, Tain, c. 

Petition of ſeve- A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, was preſented to the 
ral Wine-Mer- Houſe, ſetting forth, that the Petitioners were conſiderable 
_ trading to '["raders to Spain, when in Amity with this Kingdom; and 
Fry that the Houſe having, on the 5th of February 1739, pal- 
ſed a Bill, for prohibiting Commerce with Spain, which was 
to commence from the z4th of June 1740, the Petitioners 
apprehended, they might with Safety order any Merchan- 
dize from thence, that could be brought into the Kingdom 
before the ſaid 24th of Faure; and that in Conſequence cf 
the Orders given by the Petitioners, at different Times, to 
their reſpective Correſpondents in Spain, (many of which 
were executed before the Declaration of War againſt that 
Kingdom, and the lateſt of them were ſent from hence on 
or before the 14th February 1739) ſundry Wines were 
bought in Spain for the Petitioners Account, of which there 


now remain unimported in the whole 1386 Tons, Which 


were immediately paid fer according to the Courſe of that 
Trade, great Part whereof was actually ſhipped, and the 
reſt ready to be ſhipped, and would have arrived in this 
Kingdom long before the ſaid 24th of June, according to 
the uſual Time of performing ſuch Voyages ; and that the 
Bill was under the Conſideration of a Committee of the 
Houſe of Lords on the 26th of February ; and the Time of 
the Commencement thereof was then altered from the ger 
0 

Robert Craigie, Eſq; bis Majeſty's Advocate for Scotland was elected. 


En; 
of June to the 1ſt of May; whereupon the Petitioners did, An. 15. Geo. II. 
by next Poſt, ſend Orders to Spain, to ſtop the farther . 
Shipping of the ſaid Wines; and that the Amendments 
made by the Lords being ſent to this Houſe, and taken into 
Conſideration on the 25th of March, ſome Amendments 
were made to them, and Conferences with the Lords were 
had thereupon, which rendered it uncertain what Day 
would be agreed upon for the Commencement of the ſaid 
Act, until the 24th of April, when the firlt of June was 
the Day fixed ; but it was then too late for the Petitioners 
to give Orders for importing the ſaid Wines by the 1ſt of 
June, as ſuch Orders could not, according to the uſual 
Courſe of the Poſt, reach their Correſpondents in Spazr till 
the middle of May ; and that the Petitioners have given Or- 
ders to their jeveral Correſpondents in Spain, to export the 
ſaid Wines from thence to neutral Ports; and as the King 
of Stain or his Subjects, cannot receive any Benefit or Ad- 
vantage from the Importation thereof, and in regard the 
Loſs, which will otherwiſe be very great, muſt fall wholly 
on his Majelty's Subjects, and the Duties payable for the 
ſame mult be intirely loſt, unleſs the ſaid Wines are brought 
into this Kingdom, (which cannot be effected without the 
Aid of Parliament) praying the Houſe to take the Caſe 
of the Petitioners into Conſideration. Hereupon it was or- 
dered that the ſaid Petition be referred to the Conſideration 
of a Committee. 

March 4. The Houſe proceeded to the Hearing the Pe- Determination 
tition of A/zernoon Earl of Mountrath, and George Berkeley, of the Election 
Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Return for He- for Hiedon. 
don. And a Copy of the Poll, taken at the laſt Election 
for the ſaid Borough, being produced; the total Numbers 
of the Voters for the ſeveral Candidates were read ; and a 
Witneſs was examined to prove, that many of the KleCtors 
were bribed, by Agents of the Sitting Members, whole 
Votes being deducted from the Poll, the Counſel infifted 
that the Petitioners had a Majority of legal Votes. And 
they being withdrawn, the Houſe was informed, by a Mem- 
ber, that Mr Cute, one of the Sitting Members, being 
lick, had authorized him to acquaint the Houſe, that he 
) 

; 


deſires not to give them any 'I'rouble. And Mr Robinſon, 
the other Sitting Member, being abſent ; it was reſolved, 
Nem. Con. that the Earl of Mountrath, and Mr Berkeley, 
were duly elected for the ſaid Borough. 
' Sir Robert Godſchall reported from the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider of the 


Petition of the Merchants; the Reſolutions of the ſaid 
Vor. XIII. T | Com- 


— —— —ñä— 
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An. 15. Geo,11, Committee, which were agreed to by the Houſe, as fol 
1741. low, vez. 
— — Reſolved, I. That notwithſtanding the repeated Appli- 
Reſolutions of cations of the Merchants, for Cruizers to be properly ſta- 
co Bagger _—_— tioned for the Protection of the Trade of this Nation, from 
Merchants Peti. the Privateers of the Enemy, the due and neceſſary Care 
tion, which are has not been taken to keep a proper Number of his Ma. 
ordet d to be laid jeſty's Ships employed in that Service, more eſpecially in 
before the King. a 
and near the Channel and Soundings; for Want of which, 
many Ships have been taken by the Enemy, ſome of them 
of conſiderable Value, to the great Loſs of many of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, the great Advantage and Encouragement 
of the Enemy, and the Diſhonour of this Nation. 

IT. That the Detention of the Fleet of Merchant Ships 
bound to Portugal, for near twelve Months, by the Refuſal 
of Protections tor ſome Time, and the Delay of Convoy 
afterwards, gave our Rivals in Trade an Opportunity of in- 
troducing new Species of their Woollen Manufactures into 
Portugal, to the great Detriment of this Kingdom : It was 

A Bill order'd alſo ordered, Nem. Cox. That Leave be given to bring in a 
tor the Security Bill for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade and 
„Arad ia Tune Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, and that Sir 
N Robert Godſeball and Sir John Barnard do prepare and 
bring in the ſame, 

Then it was farther ordered, That the above Reſolutions 
be laid before the King, by ſuch Members as are of the 
Privy Council. 

March 8. A Petition of the Clothiers of Froome, and allo 
of Mellirgtæn in Samerſetſtire, complaining of the Decay i 
the Wollen Trade, was referr'd to the Committee. 

Mr Comprireller reported to the Houſe his Majeſty's An- 
{wer to the Reſolutions of the Houſe of the 4th Inſtant, 7/4“ 
he evill aʒtuays have Regard to what is repreſented to hin: 
by the Houſe of Commons. 
order for Ordered in a Bill for Relief of inſolvent Debtors ; and 
wing e that Mr Corncarall, the Lord Gage, Mr Foley, Mr Thomas: 
One Foley, jun. Mr Hepton, and Mr Winford do prepare and 

bring in the ſame. 


His Majeſty's 
Ante 2 


Mutiny Bill The Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, Sc. was 
paiz's, read the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mt 


Monſon “. 
Petitions relating March g. A Petition of ſeveral Clothiers in Devorſbire 
Rar Fl 0; was preſented to the Houſe, complaining of the Practice of 
85 running Wool to France, which was referred to the Com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe. 
| Ther 


+ Deputy Paymaſter cf the Army. 


. 
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Then Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee on An. 15. Geo, It, 
the Supply the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to 1741, 
by the Houſe : IND 2 

I. That 127, 703 J. 65. 114. be granted to his Majeſty, Reſolutions on 
for the Office of Ordnance for Land Service for 1742. the Supply. 

II. That 82,728 J. 95. 1 d. be granted, for defraying the 
extraordinary Expence of the ſaid Office not provided for 
by Parliament. 

III. That 58,537 J 11 5. 2 4. 4, be granted, for making 
good the Deficiency of the General Fund for the Year, 
ended at Michae/mas 1741. 

IV. That 4048 J. 145. 7 d. be granted, to re place to 
the Sinking Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to 
make good the Deficiency of the Additional Stamp- Duties 
at Chriſtmas 1740. 

V. That 10,000 /. be granted, to re-place to the Sinking 
Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Eng/and, for half a Year's 
Intereſt, due the 8th of March 1740, on the principal Sum 
of 500,000 /. by them lent on Credit of the Salt-Duties 
towards the Supply of the Year 1735. 

VI. That 203,731 J. 17 5s. 74. be granted, to make 
good the Deficiency of the Grants for the Year 1741. 

Then the Serjeant at Arms having in the uſual Manner Debate on the 
ſummoned the Members to attend, a Motion was made by Lord Limerick's 
Lord Limerick, that a Committee be appointed to enquire Motion tor ap- 
into the Conduct of our Afﬀuirs at home and abroad, during di 2 
the laſt twenty Years ; whereupon a great Debate enſued : into the 0,11 
His Lordſhip ſupported his Motion to the following Effect. of Aftairs for the 

Sir, laſt 20 Years. 

* Among the many important Duties of this Houſe, 
there is not one, which, when faithfully diſcharged, can 
contribute more to the Good of our Country, and the Glory 
and Security of our Sovereign, than that of inquiring ſtrictly 
and impartially into the Conduct of thoſe who are intruſted 
by the King with the executive Part of our Government. 

In all Countries, Sir, the real Intereſt of the King, and that 
of the People, depend ſo much upon one another, and are 
ſo inſeparably connected, that no King, even the moſt arbi- 
trary, would ever neglect, or act in Oppoſition to the Inte- 
reſt or Happineſs of his People, if he were well adviſed, 
and well ſerved by his Miniſters ; but as the private Views 
of Miniſters are generally inconſiſtent with the true Intereſt 
of the People, they often by Flattery, or ſome other Means, 
prevail upon their Maſter to act in direct Oppoſition to his 
own Intereſt, as well as that of his People; or they encou- 
tage his Indolence, or divert his Attention, that they may 
1741 . the 
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An. 15. Ces. II. the more freely oppreſs thoſe whom he is, both in Intereſt 
1741. and Duty, obliged to protect. As Kings are generally 
ory —— beſet by their Miniſters, the Misfortune is, that the King 
ſeldom hears of the Grievances or Complaints of the Peg. 
ple, till by an Inſurrection he is tumbled headlong from his 
Throne, or forced to ſecure it by the Maſſacre of great 
Numbers of his Subjects; but by our happy Conſtitution, 
the Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms is ſecure againſt this Miſ- 
fortune, becauſe by Means of this Houſe, while it remains 
independent of Miniſters, the King muſt hear of, and may 
in 1ime redreſs the Grievances of his People; and if any 
of his Miniſters have been guilty of Miſconduct, it will be 

diſcovered by a fair and an open Inquiry. 
© Thus, Sir, it mult appear, that in Duty to our King 
as well as our Country, we ought to enquire often into the 
Conduct of his Miniſters. This is our Duty at all Times, 
but it becomes more indiſpenſably ſo, when the People ap- 
pear generally diſſatisfied with the Adminiſtration, and call 
aloud for an Inquiry into the Conduct of our publick Af. 
fairs. From this Introduction, Sir, it may be preſumed, 
that I am to conclude what I have to ſay, with a Motion 
for an Inquiry; but to ſhew, that this Inquiry ought to go 
as far back as I deſign it ſhould, I muſt beg Leave co make 
a few Remarks upon the Conduct of our Miniſters for 
twenty Years paſt; and in order to obviate the common 
Objection, that our Meaſures have been all approved of by 
Parliament, I ſhall begin with obſerving, that it is, and may 
be juſtly ſuſpected, that during the Time I have mentioned, 
our Miniſters have taken molt unjuſtifiable Methods for gain- 
ing a corrupt Influence, both at Elections and in Parliament. 
While our Conſtitution ſubſiſts in its full Force, it is certain, 
that the Parliament, or at leait this Houſe of Parliament, 
will always be of the ſame Complexion with the Generality 
of the People. It is from this Hooſe his Majeſty is to 
know the Sentiments as well as the Complaints of his Peo- 
ple; therefore, when Meaſures generally diſliked by the 
People, meet with an Approbation from this Houſe, it may 
be juſtly ſuſpected, that ſome illegal Methods have been 
talcen for obtaining that Approbation; and if upon a new 
Election a Miniſter, who by his Crimes or Imprudence has 
rendered himſelf generally obnoxious to the People, ſhould 
nevertheleſs get a Majority of his Friends, or rather Crea- 
tores, returned as Members of this Houſe, we mult ſuppole, 
that ſome illegal Methods were taken for obtaining thoſe 

Returns. 

bis Conſideration alone, Sir, without any other Proofs, 
is ſu flicient to convince every impartial Man, that for twenty 
Years 


n 


Years paſt an illegal Influence has prevailed both in Parlia- a, 15. Geo, II. 


ment and at Elections ; for during that whole Time we 


have been governed by a Miniſter, who as ſoon as he got 


into the Adminiſtration, rendered himſelf unpopular, and 
who has every Year, ſince that Time, increaſed that Unpo- 
pularity, by purſuing Meaſures both at home and abroad, 
which were inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, or with the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation. It is very well known, 
Sir, what a Ferment was raiſed in the Nation by the Exe- 
cution of the South-Sea Scheme in the Year 1720:* It is 
known, that the Ferment then raiſed was far from being 
allayed by the Meaſures taken, the Year following, for pu- 
niſhing the Guilty and reſtoring publick Credit. The Diſ- 
contents were ſo great, that from his late Majeſty's own Au- 
thority, in his Speech at the Beginning of the next Parlia- 
ment, I can ſay, they gave Hopes to the Diſaffected amongſt 
us, and encouraged them to enter into a Conſpiracy for over- 
turning our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. The Nation be- 
ing in theſe Circumſtances, one would have expected, from 
the Nature of our Conſtitution, that the new Parliament, 
which was ſummoned in the Year 1722, would generally 
have conſiſted of ſuch as were no Friends to the Admini- 
{tration 3 but when the Parliament aſſembled, this Houſe 
ſoon appeared to be of a minilterial, inſtead of being of a 
popular Complexion ; from whence one mult naturally, and, 
I think, neceſſarily conclude, that our Miniſters had found 
Means to corrupt a Majority of our Elections; and this Cen- 
cluſion is very much ſtrengthened by the large Sums granted 
for paying off the Debts of the Civil Liſt before, and ſoon 
after the chuſing of that Parliament ; for in the Year 1720, 
the Sum || of 300,000 /. was paid for this Purpoſe by the 
two Inſurance Companies; in the Year 1721, $500,000 J. 
more was granted by Parliament Þ for the ſame Purpoſe, and 
in the Year 1725, 1 another Sum of 500,000 J. 

* Beſides theſe large Suins, Sir, which were granted o- 
penly and expreſsly for paying off the Debts and Incumbran- 
ces of the Civil Liſt ; by a Clauſe artfully flipt into an Act 
of Parliament in the Year 1721, an annual Sum of above 
36,000 /. was added to the Civil Liſt ; by ordering, that the 
old Penſions and Annuities charg'd upon the hereditary Re- 
venues ſhould, for the future, be paid without being deemed 
to be Part of the 700,000 /. ſettled upon his late Majeſty 
for his Life; and in the Year 1725, the Sum of 101,800 /. 
was taken from the Sinking Fund, to compleat his late Ma- 
jeſty's Civil Liſt Revenue to 700,000 /. per Ann. and ſoon 

| after 


* See Cyaxprier's Hiſtory, Geo. I. p. 223, — || Ibid. p. 215, 
— vi Ibid, p. 257, nn 1 Ibid, P- 340. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. after 42, 200 J. was taken from the Poſt-Oſſice Revenue, 


1741. 


* Thus, Sir, it appears, that in the laſt ſeven Years of his 
late Majeſty's Reign, there was no leſs than 1,444,000 J. ex- 
traordinary Grants made to the Civil Liſt, beſides its being 
freed from the Payment of 36,000 /. yearly, which it was 
before charged with; and it is very remarkable, that in the 
Year 1720, the ſame Miniſter, who has ever ſince, I may 
ſay, preſided in our Councils, forſook being a Country-Gen- 
tleman *, as he had before profeſſed himſelf, and again be- 
gun to be a Miniſter of State. This, I ſay, very much 
itrengthens the Concluſion, that in the Year 1722, when 
a new Parliament was choſen, the Miniſter had found Means 
to corrupt a Majority of our Elections; and this will anſwer 
for that Parliament's having made ſuch extraordinary additi- 
onal Grants to the Civil Liſt, without having ever ſo much 
as once enquired, in a proper Manner, into the Produce of 
the Civil Liſt Revenue, or into the Management of thoſe Re- 
venues : It will likewiſe anſwer for that Parliament's having 
approved of the Treaty of Hanover, without appointing a 
Secret Committee to inquire into the Truth of the impro- 
bable Facts pretended as the Cauſe of that Treaty; and it 
will anſwer for the Miniſter's aſking from, and that Parlia- 
mant's granting, an Addition of 120,000 /. per Ann. to the 
Civil Liſt, during his preſent Majeſty's Life. 

I come now, Sir, to the ſecond Parliament which was 
choſen under the ſame Miniſter's Influence. By the Con- 
duct of our Miniſter, and the Compliance of the laſt Parlia- 
ment, it may be ſuppoſed, the Diſcontents of the People 
were no Way allayed : It is certain they were rather increaſ- 
ed, when a new Parliament came neceſſarily to be choſen in 
the Year 1727. His preſent Majeſty's happy and peaceable 
Acceſſion to the Throne had, 'tis true, given great Joy to e- 
very good Subject; but that Joy had no Sort of Relation to 
the Miniſters of the former Reign: On the contrary, it was 
very much increaſed by its being generally preſumed, that 
the Miniſters, or at leaſt the chief Miniſter of the former 
Reign, would be diſmiſſed and called to a ſtrift Account; 
therefore it was to be expected, that the People would chuſe 
ſuch Repreſentatives as were well affected to his Majeſty, 
but it was not to be expected, if they were left to a free and 
uucorrupted Choice, that they would generally chuſe ſuch 
as were known to be attached to the former Adminiſtration. 
Yet, nevertheleſs, it ſoon appeared, that ſuch Men were ge- 
nerally choſen, which of itſelf is a ſtrong Argument againſt 
this Parliament's being freely choſen, and this Argument 
receives additional Strength from the memorable extraordi- 

nary 


* Sce CHANDLER's Hiſtory, Anno 3. Geo, I. 1717. p. 120. 
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nary Grant of 115,000 /.* which was made to the Civil Liſt, An. 15. Geo. II. 
at the Begining of his preſent Majeſty's Reign. 1741. 

The very ſame Adminiſtration being continued by hi 
preſent Majeſty (for the few new Members added have 
always been look'd on as Cyphers) and this new Par- 
liament being likewiſe of a miniſterial, inſtead of being of 
a popular Complexion, the Civil Liſt, by this Means, got 
ſome new Acquiſitions, during this Parliament; the vaſt Ex- 
pences the Nation was put to in paying foreign Troops, for 
ſecuring us againſt chimerical Dangers, were approved of ; 
and the Treaty of Seville, by which a Foundation was laid 
for ruining the Houſe of Auſtria, without gaining any one 
Advantage to this Nation, met with a parliamentary Ap- 
probation ; and the Loſſes and Complaints of our Merchants, 
occaſioned by the Spani/ Depredations, both before and af- 
ter that Treaty, met with no Regard from Parliament, at 
lealt none but what was, I may ſay, dictated by our Mini- 
ſters. Thus the Behaviour of this Parliament became, I 
think, a convincing Proof of the Methods by which it was 
choſen ; and its continual Compliance gave our Miniſter, at 
laſt, the Courage to bring a Scheme into Parliament, which 
would at once have abſolutely ruined our Conſtitution, by 
giving all future Miniſters the Direction of moſt of our Elec- 
tions. When I ſay this, Sir, 1 believe, every Gentleman, 
that hears me will ſuppole, I mean the Exciſe-Scheme 
which owed its Diſappointment, not ſo much to the Virtue 
of this Houſe, as to ſome noble Lords who not only per- 
ſuaded their Friends here to be againſt it, but would pro- 
bably have prevented its being agreed to in their Houſe, if 
it had been paſſed in this. 

This moſt wicked and deſperate Scheme, Sir, work'd the 
Diſcontents of the People almoſt into Madneſs. It raiſed 
ſuch a Ferment in the Nation, that the Miniſter and his 
chief Supporters in this Scheme, were burnt in Effigy at 
many Places in the Kingdom; and as this happened in the 

Summer 1733, one may eaſily judge, what Temper the 
People were in, with regard to our Miniſters, the Summer 
| following, when a general Election for a new Parliament 
came neceſſarily on; for no one can pretend, they had in 
the mean Time done any one Thing, either at Home or A- 
| broad, for reconciling themſelves to the People, but on the 
contrary, ſome Officers had been diſmiſſed for no other Rea- 
jon, but their appearing againſt the Exciſe-Scheme ; and ſe- 


| | veral neceſſary and popular Motions had been rejected in the 
| laſt Seſſion of this Parliament by the Influence of our Miniſters. 
; ö In 
F * See the Account of this Grant, as alſo the Names of the Mem- 


ders who voted for and againſt it, in CHANDLER's Hiſt, Anno 1729. 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
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In theſe Circumſtances, Sir, can it be imagined, that 
the People, if left to a free and uncorrupted Choice, would 
return a Majority of thoſe who were the profeſſed Friend; 
and Supporters of our Miniſter ? Yet a Majority of ſuch were 
returned as Members of this Houſe, and ſome of them were 
rechoſen at the very Places where they had, but the Year 
before, been burnt in Effigy. This Parliament accordingly 
behaved as the former two had done : They agreed to every 
Thing the Miniſter propoſed : They approved of every 
Thing he did, Abroad and at Home; and they rejected e. 
very Motion, and every Bill, which he but ſeemed to diſlike, 
They furniſhed Money for Fleets and Armies to aſſiſt the Ex. 
peror, and they alſo approved of our giving him no Aſſiſtance: 
They made a conſiderable Addition to the Civil Liſt, under 
Pretence of its ſuffering by the Gin- Act: They took ng 
Notice of the deluſive and provoking Preatment our Com. 
miſſaries had met with in Hain, becauſe our Miniſter ſeemed 
reſolved to put up with any thing rather than enter into a 
War: And to ſum up all, they approvedof the late Convention. 
From hence, Sir, I thiax, it muſt be preſumed, that 
this Parliament was choſen by the ſame Sort of Influence the 
two former had been; and upon the Choice of this Parlia- 
ment, I muſt make one Obſervation which ought to be taken 
particular Notice of. Some of the noble Lords who de- 
clared themſelves openly againſt the Exciſe-Scheme, and 
perſuaded their Friends in this Houſe to Vote againſt it; 
were of the ſixteen Peers for Scotland. And it is very 
remarkable, that not one of all thoſe Peers + could get 
himſelf rechoſen at the next Election, tho' they were of as 
good Families, and had as good Characters as any Lords 
in the Kingdom ; and every one knows, they were turned 
out of every Office or Employment they held at the Plex- 
{ure of the Crown. 4 
Whether any corrupt Practices have been made Uſe ol 
for inſlueneing Gentlemen in their Way of voting, I shall 
not pretend to decide: I hope every Gentleman would diſ- 
dain being ſo practiſed upon, and would reſent the Attempt 
in a Gentleman like Manner; but from what I have ſaid, 
I hope, there will appear ſomething more than a Preſumption, 
that ſome ſuch Practices have been made Uſe of at Election. 


for 20 Years paſt; and when we ſee Gentlemen turn'd out 


Pm 
R i ACE; 


* Seventy Thouſand Pounds were granted for that Purpoſe. 5$*! 


CaANDLER'S Hiſt, 3 Geo. II. p. 193. 5 

+ The Duke of Montroſe, the Marquiſs ot Tweedale, the Er! "t 
Rothes, Buchan, Stair and Marchmont, were left out at the Gene!'s 
* in 1734: See Ti44BaRLAND's Hiſtory of the Houle of 1 
Vol. 4. 
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of honourable or lucrative Employments, for no other aſ. An. 15. Geo, II. 
ſignable Reaſon, but becauſe of their voting againſt mioiſte- 7747: 
tial Meaſures in Parliament, it mult be allowed, that with- 

out any perſonal Threatenings, or even without a perſonal 
Application, it will have ſome Influence upon thoſe whoſe 

= Subſiltence chiefly depends on the Employments they poſſeſa 

at the Pleaſure of a Prime Miniſter. Therefore, I hope it 

will not be made Uſe of as an Objection to the Motion I am 

to make, that for theſe laſt twenty Years, Accounts have been 

regularly laid before, and all our Meaſures approved of by 
Parliament. On the contrary, as there is fo much Ground 

for Suſpicion of corrupt Practices having been made Uſe of, 


and as thoſe Practices can be detected by nothing ſeſs than 
the Power and Authority of Parliament, this very Appro- 
1 © bation becomes one of the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for a Parliamen- 
„ © tary Inquiry. | 

| © * After what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it unneceſſary to 
enter into a particular Examination of the many Steps in the 
„Conduct of our publick Affairs, that have given ſo great Diſ- 
i: © guſt to the Nation; and for which no Reaſon could ever yet 
he be aſſign d that was ſatis factory, or ſo much as ſeeni'd ſatiſ- 
factory to thoſe who neither poſſeſſed nor expected any Place 
en under the Government. Some I have curſorily mentioned, 
'.. and if, upon this Occaſion, an Attempt ſhould be made to 


ni {© juſtify any of them, I hope, the Arguments made Uſe of 
t; I for that Purpoſe will be fully anſwered by thoſe whoſe Sen- 
ry timents are the ſame with mine. An impartial and ſtrict 
« Inquiry into the Conduct of our publick Affairs is what the 


* whole Nation expects from this new Parliament; and there- 
** fore I ſhall conclude with moving, hat a Committee be 
a [© appointed to inquire into the Conduct of our Affairs at Home 


ea. © and Abroad, during the laſt Twenty Years.” 
His Lordſhip was ſeconded by Sir John Se Aubyn, to this sir john St Au— 


Effect: byn. 
Jil. Sir, 

et The Inquiry moved for by the Noble Lord, is ſo ge- 

id, nerally and ſo loudly called for by the People without Doors, 

on. and it is what we have in former Parliaments been ſo often 

9 provoked to by thoſe within, who have had for many Years 


out the Direction of our publick Affairs, that I can ſuggeſt to 
of myſelf but one Reaſon for its being now oppoſed by thoſe 
* very Men, who have formerly thrown out Defiances, and 

5: {© provoked us to inquire into their Conduct. In former Par- 
laments, when they threw out thoſe Defiances, they were 
well aſſured of having a great Majority of their Friends in 
the Houſe, and conſequently of having ſuch Gentlemen vam- 
Vol. XIII U ed 
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An. 1. Geo. II. ed to be of the Secret Committee, as would follow their 
1741. Directions in the Inquiry they were to make; and from 
A ſuch an Inquiry they could fear no Danger, even tho” the 
Evidence of their Guilt had been as clear as the Sun at 
Noon- Day. 

* That this, Sir, would be the Conſequence they knew by 
Experience, becauſe they had had a Proof of it in the Affair 
relating to the Frauds of the Cuſtoms, which was brought 
under the Conſideration of the Houſe by the famous Exciſe- 
Scheme; for the Reaſon given for putting that inſufferable 
Yoke upon the Necks of the People was, the many Frauds 
committed in the Cuſtoms. Theſe Frauds our Miniſters ſaid 
were entirely owing to the Artifice and Cunning of our Mer- 
chants and Shop-keepers ; and that it was impoſſible to prevent 
or put a Stop to them, any other Way than by turning all 
the conſiderable Branches of our Cuſtoms into an Exciſe. On 
the other Hand, our Merchants inſiſted, that moſ} of the 
Frauds in our Cuſtoms were owing to the Miſconduct, Ne- 
glect or Connivance in the Officers, and that they might be 
almoſt entirely prevented by ſome proper Regulations, and 
by having a watchful Eye over the Conduct of our Cuſtom- 
Houſe Officers. 

This, I ſay, Sir, our Merchants inſiſted on. They not 
only inſiſted upon it, but they went farther. They got their 
Friends in the Houſe to move for an Inquiry into the Frauds 
of the Cuſtoms ; and our Miniſters having ſet thoſe Frauds 
in ſuch a hideous Light, could not avoid conſenting to ſuch 
an Inquiry ; but what was the Conſequence ? As they had a 
great Majority in the Houſe, the Commiſſioners of the T'rea- 
ary, * and a few more of their own particular Friends, 
were put upon this ſelect Committee of Inquiry. That is 
to ſay, the Gentlemen who have the Nomination, both cf 
the Commiſſioners and Officers of the Cuſtoms, and are, 
conſequently, anſwerable for their Conduct, were appointed 
to inquire into and detect their Miſconduct, without any In- 
demnification to thoſe Smugglers that ſhould come to give 
Evidence againſt a Commiſſioner or Officer, or to any infe- 
rior Officer that ſhould come to give Evidence againſt his Su- 
perior. Upon the Appointment of ſuch a Committee, the 
Merchants deſpaired of any Succeſs, therefore they reſolved 
to give themſelves no Trouble; and the Inquiry ended, as 
every one expected it would, in a Juſtification of all the 
Commiſſioners and Officers of our Cuſtoms. 1 

This 


fee the Names of the ſaid Committee, every one of whom voted for 
the Exciſe- Scheme; as alſo of thoſe Members who were propoſed on the 
other Side, with the Numbers on the Ballot for each, ia CHANDLER 3 
Hiſtory, Anno 6, Geo. II. 1733. P. 375» 
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This was a moſt certain Proof to our Miniſters, that 43. 15 Geo. II. 
1741 


they could never be in any Danger from an Inquiry into 
their Conduct, as long as they had ſo great a Majority 
in Parliament ; and accordingly, from henceforth, they 
began to be more frequent, and more preſumptuous in 
throwing out their Defiances than they had ever been before. 
But the Caſe is now altered: Ihe Majority of this Houſe 
ſeems to conſiſt of ſuch as will not approve of their Conduct, 
unleſs they find it merits their Approbation ; therefore, if a 
ſelect Committee of Inquiry be appointed, it will probably 
conſiſt of ſuch Gentlemen as will make it their Buſineſs to 
inquire ſtrictly and impartially ; and this may, perhaps, be 
a Reaſon for their endeavouring now to prevent, what they 
have ſo often provok'd ; but if they do, it will be a ſtronger 
Argument for the Motion, than any I can think of in its Fa- 
your, and therefore I ſhall add no more, but conclude with 
ſeconding what the Noble Lord has propoſed. 


Sir Charles Wager * oppoſed the Motion. Sir Cha, Wager, 


Mr Speaker, 

© The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has ſuggeſ- 
ted ſuch a Reaſon for oppoſing this Motion, as, I believe, 
he thinks, will make Gentlemen aſhamed to oppoſe it ; and, 
indeed, if I were upon this Queſtion to determine myſelf by 
the Regard I have for the Adminiſtration, and without any 
Regard to my Country, or to the Dignity of this Houſe, I 
ſhould be far from oppoſing it: On the contrary, I ſhould, 


before now, have taken an Opportunity to make ſome ſuch. 


Motion, for the very Reaſon ſuggeſted why ſome Gentlemen 
ſhould be againſt it: I mean, becauſe I am convinced, that 
a proper Committee would be appointed, and that that Com- 
mittee would inquire in the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial Man- 
ner. This, I am ſure, is what every one, who has the 
Honour of being employed by his Majeſty, molt heartily 
wiſhes for, and they have all Reaſon to do fo, becauſe it 
would put an End to all thoſe Calumnies, which by ſome 
People, for what Reaſon may be eaſily gueſſed at, have been 
{o artfully invented, and ſo induſtriouſly ſpread againſt them. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, if I were to lay aſide all Regard 
for my Country, as well as the Regard I have for the Digni- 
ty of this Houſe, I ſhould moſt heartily concur in any Mo- 
tion for an Inquiry into the Conduct of our publick Affairs; 
becauſe I am not only a Friend to thoſe employed in the 
Adminiſtration, but have the Honour to have ſome ſmall 
Share in it. But the true Intereit of my Country, and the 
zeal Dignity of this Houſe, ſhall always, with me, outweigh 

1741. U--2 every 

Firſt Commiſſioner ot the” Admtralty. 
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An. 18. Geo, 11, every private or perſonal Conſideration ; and therefore, let 


1741. 


Gentlemen think what they will, I muſt be againſt an In. 
quiry which I think unneceſſary, or at a Time when [ 
think it would be dangerous; becauſe an unneceſſary Inqui- 
ry I take to be inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe, 
and an Inquiry, at ſuch a critical Conjuntture as the pre- 
ſent, would certainly be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence 
to the Nation. A Miniſter may be calumniated, and 
have moſt glaring Falſhoods propagated againſt him. Was 
there ever a Miniſter that had not? But when the Charge 
againſt him is known to be falſe, would it be conſiſtent with 
the Dignity of this Houſe to take up our Time with an In- 
quiry into his Conduct, merely for the Sake of vindicaiing 
his Character? Suppoſe we had Reaſon to think that the 
Charge againſt him was not altogether groundleſs, would 
it be prudent or right in us to divert ourſelves with an In- 
quiry into his Conduct, at a Time when the very Being of 
the Nation was at Stake, and when the Preſervation of our 
Country required our cloſeſt Attention ? 

* Upon both theſe Accounts, Sir, I muſt be againſt the 
Inquiry propoſed. I do not think there is the leaſt Truth 
in the Stories that have been propagated, nor the leaſt Foun- 
dation for any Charge that has been brought againſt the 
Adminiſtration in general, or againſt any particular Man 
concerned in it. They are all, indeed, without any Proof, 
or they are of ſuch a Nature as I cannot think criminal ; 
becauſe they relate to the Meaſures purſued by the Admini- 
ſtration, all or moſt of which I have, as a Member of this 
Houſe, approved of, becauſe at the Time they were reſpec- 
tively tranſacted I thought them right. And if any of them 
ſhould now appear to have been wrong, which I am far 
from being convinced of, I muſt impute the Error to the 
Weakneſs of human Wiſdom, and not to any criminal In- 
tention in thoſe that adviſed or purſued them. 

* This, Sir, is my Way of thinking, and while I think 
ſo, I muſt look upon an Inquiry into the Conduct of our 
publick Affairs as abſolutely unneceſſary, and conſequently 
inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe. But ſuppoſe 
I thought otherwiſe : Suppoſe I thought ſome of. our MI. 
niſters had, through Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, miſled the 
Crown, or that they had been guilty of illegal Practices in 
the Execution of what was committed to their Care by the 
Crown, I ſhould be far from thinking the preſent a proper 
Time for enquiring into and puniſhing their Miſdemeanors 3 
becinſe, however guilty they might be, the Nation could 
not ſuffer by a Delay of Juſtice, whereas it might ſuffer, 


perhaps be undone, by calling great Offenders to an Account, 
at 


( 149 ) 


at a Criſis more important and more dangerous to this Na- An, 1 5. Geo, II. 


tion, than any our Hiſtory furniſhes us with an Account of. 
* The Power of this Houſe is, tis true, - vaſtly extenſive: 
I hope, it will always be ſuperior to the Power of any Of- 
fender whatſoever ; but great as it is, we cannot exert it 
againſt Offenders in high Stations, without taking up a 
reat deal of our Time, and raiſing a mighty Buſtle in the 
4 the Conſequence of which, with regard to our do- 
meſtick Quiet, no Man can pretend to foreſee or determine. 
Therefore, however much we may have ſuffered by the 
wicked Advice or illegal Practices of great Offenders, we 
ſhould take a proper Time to inquire into and puniſh their 
Miſdoings ; for we ought not certainly to expoſe ourſelves 
to the Danger of any domeſtick Diſturbance, when we are 
in the greateſt and moſt imminent foreign Danger, which 
every Gentleman mult allow to be our Cale at preſent.” 


Mr Phillips ſpoke next to the Effect as follows: 
Sir, 

I am ſurpriſed to hear the Motion made by the noble 
Lord oppoſed by any Gentleman in this Houſe : A Motion 
founded in Juſtice, ſupported by Precedent, and warranted 
by Neceflity. Not only Juſtice to the Nation, but Juſtice 
to thoſe that have been in the Adminiſtration, calls for an 
Inquiry, that every Man's Actions may ſpeak for him, and 
that Cenſure may be confined to thoſe only that have de- 
ſerved it. Surely no innocent Man can be under any Ap- 
prehenſions from the ſtricteſt Examination of his Conduct: 
Thoſe Fears attend the Guilty only. 

* The Hon. Gentleman ſeems to think an Inquiry unne- 
ceſſary. I beg Leave to aſk, will any Gentleman in this 
Houſe undertake to defend the Meaſures that have becn pur- 
ſued for twenty Years paſt? Will any Gentleman ſay, that 
the wretched Condition we are in, is the Effect of Chance 
only ? Shall there be the leaſt Suſpicion of Miſwanagement, 
and a Britiſb Houſe of Commons not inquire into it? How 
much more at a Time when the Nation is reduced to the 
laſt Extremity, by corrupt, weak, and puſillanimous Mea- 
ſures? Shall the Fatality that has attended every Step of 
our Conduct for ſo many Years paſt, infe& this Houſe alſo, 
and throw us into a Lethargy ? Surely, no. The Voice of 
the Nation calls for an Inquiry : Our Credit abroad cannot 
be ſupported without it; and the Reputation of every Man 
in this Houſe is nearly concerned in it. In vain ſhall we 
attempt to retrieve our loſt Honour by purſuing new Mea- 
ſures, if we do not firſt cen{ure and puniſh the Authors of 


the old: In vain ſhall we attempt to gain Allies, and to 


convince 


1741. 


Aſr Henry Fox, 
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An. 15. Geo. II. convince them that we are in earneſt in the Proſecution of 


the War againſt our Enemies abroad, unleſs we firſt call 
thoſe to an Account, that have been their ſecret Abettors 
and Encouragers at home. _ 

If ever there was a Cauſe for an Inquiry into paſt 
Tranſactions, it is now. Have not large Sums of Money 
been raiſed in Times of Peace, and no Debts paid ; large 
Armies raiſed in 'Times of War, and no Services performed ? 
Have we not negotiated ourſelves out of all our Allies, and 
all our Credit? Treaty after Treaty, Convention after Con- 
vention, and what did theſe all end in but War ? How has 
that War been conducted? Why, ſhamefully, ſcandalouſly, 
to the Encouragement of the Enemy and the Diſhonour of 
the Nation : Large Fleets fitted out to fight the Seas only, 
and return ſhattered and torn, to Spithead, while the Enemy 
were every Day ſeizing our Ships for want of Cruizers and 
Convoys, and neighbouring Nations taking this Advantage 
to ſupplant us in Trade. A gallant Admiral was indeed 
ſent to the Veſi-Indies, but ſent too late, and not ſupported 
when there : Another was ſent to the Mediterranean, but 
with what Intent I know not, unleſs it was to cover an 
Embarkation of Span⁰νi Troops for Italy. 

Shall a Britiſb Houſe of Commons not inquire into the 
Cauſes of theſe Things? They muſt: They will, Sir, or 
forfeit all the Reputation they have hitherto gained. And 
if Theſe are to be inquired into, what better Method 
than by a Select Committtee to be choſen by Ballot? It is 
a Parliamentary Method that has been attended with 
good Conſequences to the Nation, but fatal ones, indeed, 
to thoſe that have made an Abuſe of Power; and ' tis unac- 
countable to me, that any others but ſuch, or thoſe that have 
a Mind to ſcreen them, ſhould make an Oppoſition to it. 
For my own Part, if it was the Caſe of my Brother, if he 
was innocent, I ſhould think this the propereſt Method to 
make that Innocence appear ; and if he was guilty, I ſhould 
think it the greateſt Crime in me, to endeavour to ſcreen 
him from National Juſtice, therefore, I am moſt heartily for 
the Queſtion, 


Mr Henry Fox * ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : 
Mr \ peaker, | 

* When I conſider the preſent Circumſtances of this Nati- 
on and of Europe: When I reflect, that we are now engaged 
in open War with one of the moſt potent Kingdoms in 
Europe, upon the Event of which both our Trade and Na- 
vigation depend : When I refle& that Europe is now engaged 
in 


* Surveyor- General of his Majeſty's Works, 
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in a War, upon the Event of which its Liberty depends, and An. 15. Geo. IT, 


by which it will probably be enſlaved, unleſs we interpoſe 
with the Utmoſt of our Strength, I cannot but be of Opinion, 
I think every Man muſt, that Union amongſt ourſelves was 
never more neceſſary than it is at this important Criſis: And 
therefore, I am not a little ſurpriſed to hear a Propofition 
ſeriouſly made, and vigorouſly ſupported in this Houſe, 
which muſt neceſſarily not only revive all our former Divi- 
ſions, but create new ones amongſt us, and excite more 
violent Animoſities than any that have appeared in this King- 
dom for many Years. 

That this, Sir, would be the Effect of a general Inquiry 


into the Conduct of our publick Affairs for ſo many Years 
| paſt, we muſt ſuppoſe from the Experience of all former In- 


quiries; and as the Inquiry now propoſed is more general, 
and comprehends a longer Time, than any ſuch Inquiry e- 
ver did, this Effect will not only be the more certain but the 


| more fatal. Nay that this will be the Effect muſt appear 
| from the very Nature of the Charge. upon which the Moti- 


on is founded; for the Charge conſiſts chiefly, not in Facts 
or Practices that muſt be admitted to be Crimes, but in Al- 
legations that the Meaſures we have been purſuing were 
wrong, notwithſtanding their having been all authoriſed or 
approved of by Parliament. Mult not this of Courſe revive 
all our former Diſputes about the Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of 
thoſe Meaſures ? And when the Condemnation or Acquital of 
Men in high Stations depends upon the Fate of the Queſtion, 


{ muſt not thoſe Diſputes be carried on with greater Animoſi- 


ty, I may ſay with greater Fury than ever they were before ? 

* One Part of the Charge, indeed, I ſhall admit to be 
criminal. To apply the publick Money towards corrupting 
the Members of this Houſe, or the Voters at any Election, 
mult by all Men beallowed to be a Crime ; but it is pleaſant 
to obſerve, how the Advocates for this Motion attempt to 
prove this Part of their Charge. With regard to the Mea- 


| ſures that have been appoved of by Parliament, they firſt 


ſuppoſe that thoſe Meaſures were apparently wrong ; and 
their Inference from thence is, that therefore the Members 
muſt have been under a corrupt Influence, otherwiſe ſuch 
Meaſures could not have met with an Approbation in Par- 


liament. Then with regard to Elections, they firſt ſuppoſe 
that the Majority of the Electors were diſlatisfied with the 
| Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, and would conſequently 


have ſent up diſſatisfied Repreſentatives, if they had been 
left to a free and uncorrupted Choice ; but as they did not 


do fo, therefore the Electors were certainly under a corrupt 
| Influence. This is all the Proof they have hitherto offered, 


and 
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conſidered by this Houſe as a ſufficient Ground for an In- 
uiry ? 

my Queſtions in Politics, Sir, are of ſuch a Nature that 
they ſeldom or never admit of a Demonſtration ; and, con. 
ſequently, in Countries where the People are allowed to 
ſpeak their Minds, they will always be of different Senti. 
ments with, regard to theſe ſort of Queſtions. For this Rea. 
ſon, Gentlemen ſhould not be ſo uncharitable as to ſuppoſe, 
that every Man who differs from them in Opinion is cor- 
rupt, or that he forms his Judgment from any Thing 
but the Conviction of his Conſcience ; and therefore, a Par. 
liament's having approved of any Meaſure I thought wrong, 
ſhall never by me be thought a Proof of its being under any 
Sort of corrupt Influence: Conſequently what they have ol. 
fered, cannot be admitted as a Proof, even by thoſe who are 
convinced that the Meaſures purſued by the Adminiſtration 
were apparently wrong, and much leſs by thoſe who are con- 
vinced that thoſe Meaſures were right. 

Now, Sir, with regard to Elections: They ſay, our Elec- 
tions muſt have been under a corrupt Influence, becauſe the 
Repreſentatives were not of the ſame Complexion with the 
Majority of their Conſtituents. Here likewiſe the Proof 
they offer is a downright begging the Queſtion. That there 
have been, are now, and always will be ſome Men without 
Doors, as well as within, who diſapprove of the Meaſures 

ſued by our Government, I do not in the leaſt queſtion; 
be that a Majority of the better Sort of People are ſo, ot 
have lately been ſo, I cannot admit. Great Endeavours, 
great Artifice, and great Induſtry, have, I know, been 
lately uſed to impoſe upon and make them ſo; and thoſe 
Endeavours may upon ſeveral Occafions have had ſome Ef. 
fet upon the giddy Mob; but our Elections, thank God 
do not depend upon ſuch Feople. They are generally go- 
verned by Men of Fortune and Underſtanding ; and. of ſuch 
our Miniſters, for this twenty Years paſt, have been ſo hap- 

y as to have a Majority in their Favour. Therefore, 
when we talk of People with regard to Elections, we ought 
to think only of thoſe of the better Sort, without compre- 
hending the Mob or mere Dregs of the People; for an Elec: 
tion may be free and uncorrupted tho' theſe appear 2. 
gainſt it, but would be very far from being free, if the Elec- 
tors were intimidated and compelled to vote as directed by 
a tumultuous Mob of low People ; and by them only it was, 
that any Member of this Houſe was burnt in Efigy on Ac 
count of the late Exciſe-Scheme ; conſequently, tho' that 


Member was rechoſen at the ſame Place for a new Parliamen!, 
we 


1 

be we are not to conclude, that his Election proce:ded from An, 1 5. Geo. II. 

In Bribery or Corruption, becauſe, perhaps, no one of thoſe who 1741. 
aſſiſted at burning him in Efhgy had any Vote, Intereſt, or 


at Concern in his Election. 
= * Having thus ſhewn, Sir, that the Charge upon which 
to this Motion is founded, conſiſts of Allegations of Facts which 
i- are not admitted to be criminal, or of criminal Facts unſup- 
ea ported by any Proof, I muſt next obſerve, that, I believe, 
le, you cannot find upon your Journals a Precedent for entering 
or- into a Parliamentary Inquiry, unleſs where Meaſures had 
ng been purſued that were admitted by a great Majority of the 
ar. Houſe, as well as the Nation, to be criminal, or unleſs ſome 
ng, criminal Practices were alledged that were notoriouſly known 
ny to have been committed, or ſuch as the Member who mo- 
of- ved for the Inquiry undertook to prove, The general In- 
are quiry that was ſet on Foot in the Year 1715, was founded 
ion upon Meaſures that were apparently criminal, and ſuch as 
on- were thought to be ſo by a great Majority of that Houſe 
of Commons. A moſt glorious War had been put an End to 
ec- by a moſt infamous Peace : Our Allies had been deſerted, if 
the not betrayed : A moſt deſtructive Treaty of Commerce had 
the been concluded with France; and when we might have pre- 
oof ſeribed Terms to our Enemies, our Miniſters, from ſome ſel- 
ere fiſh, if not criminal Views of their own, ſubmitted to receive 
out Terms from them. Theſe were ſuch Meaſures as almoſt 
res every Man condemned, except thoſe that were concerned in 
n ; adviſing them, or carrying them on ; and therefore they 
or furniſhed the Parliament with a juſt Foundation for an In- 
178, quiry ; but of late Years, I am ſure, no ſuch Meaſures have 
een been purſued, nor any Meaſures that can, or, I believe, 
ole will be condemned by a great Majority of this Houſe ot Com- 
Es mons. Therefore, we can now have no Pretence for ſetting 
d! up an Inquiry, unleſs ſome particular criminal Fatts ſhould 
go. be alledged and offered to be proved; and even in this Caſe, 
ach we could have no Pretence for a general Inquiry: We could 
ap- inquire only into the particular Facts complained of, which 
Ie, would take up much leſs of our Time, and give leſs Diſtur- 
oht bance to the Nation, than a general Inquiry into the Con- 
re- duct of our publick Affairs ſor twenty Vears paſt. 
ec * Such a general Inquiry, with ſuch a long Retroſpect, 
2 is without Precedent, and would be a moſt dangerous Prece- 
ec- dent, If ſuch an Inquiry ſhould be agreed to, and a Com- 


by mittee appointed for that Purpoſe, it would be of Courſe in- 


a, filted on, that all Papers of State, even thoſe of the moſt 
gc- ſecret Nature, ſhould be laid before them; and, indeed, they 
hat could not make their Inquiry compleat without having all 


ent, ſech Papers. Our Committees appointed upon ſuch Occaſi- 
we Vor. XIII X ons 
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| 1741, Experience may ſhew ; for few important Secrets have lony 
| — — remain'd ſo, after being once laid before ſuch a Committee, 
and the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks itſelf, for when a Se. 
cret is committed to a great Number of Perſons, every one 
of them becomes the leſs careful of concealing it, becayſ: 
| when it is diſcovered, it is not eaſy to fix the Diſcovery uy. 
on any one of them. Therefore if ſuch a Precedent were 
once made, we could never hope to keep any Secret, nor 
would any Foreign State, or any Foreigner of Conſequence, 
| ever enter into any ſecret Tranſition with our Government; 
becauſe he could not know, but that the Secret might, twenty 
Years afterwards, be diſcovered by a Parliamentary Inquiry 
with a twenty Years Retroſpect. 

But beſides being a dangerous Precedent, Sir, the ſet. 
ting up ſuch an Inquiry at this Juncture might, nay, pro- 
bably would, be attended with the moſt fatal Conſequence; 
both with reſpect to our War againſt Spain, and with re- 
ſpe& to our Negotiations for preſerving a Balance of Power 
in Europe. As we have for ſome Time been carrying on a 
War againſt Spain, it is not to be doubted but our Minifters 
have had ſome ſecret Intelligence from thence : Our very 
News Papers tell us that the Court of Spain have diſcovered 
a Plot for delivering the Groyne into their Hands; and tho 
that Plot has been diſcovered, yet we may from thence pre- 
11 ſume, that our Miniſters have ſtill a ſecret Correſpondence in 
Spain: Would it not be of the moſt fatal Conſequence to 
have that Intelligence, or that Correſpondence diſcovered? 
And can any one anſwer for its being kept concealed, after 
being expoſed to a Secret Committee of this Houle, ard 
all the Secretaries and Clerks that mult neceſſarily be em- 
ployed by them. We muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe, that ſeveral 
Schemes have been laid before our Miniſters for attacking 
the Spaniards, both in Europe and America, and ſome of 
thoſe Schemes may probably be ſuch as ought to be carried 

| into Execution ; would it be prudent in us, to run the Riſk 

| of having all or any of thoſe Schemes diſcovered to the E- 
I nemy? And yet this Riſk we muſt run, if the preſent Mo- 
f | tion ſhould be agreed to. 

| Then, Sir, with regard to our Negotiations : As the 
Flames of War have been above a Twelvemonth fince kindled 
in Germany : As there is a moſt powerful Confederacy formed 
againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, we mutt ſuppoſe, that our 
Court have been carrying on Negotiations for drawing ſome 
of the Powers off from that Confederacy, and for forming 
a Counter-Confederacy in Favour of the Queen of Hungary. 
In all ſuch Caſes, as every Court in Exrope has its own 

paru- 
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B 
particular Views and Intereſts, the Negotiations mult be of ga, 15. Geo, II. 
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Memorials delivered at one Court, which it would be mot. 
fatal to have diſcovered to another; and as all thoſe I ranſacti- 
ons are yet in Embtio, can we deſire, that his Majeſty ſhould 
jay the Whole before a Committee of this Houte ? Can we 
ſuppoſe it to be conſiſtent with his Honour to do ſo, when we 
mult ſuppoſe, that he has, at leait with ſome of thoſe Courts, 
engaged to keep the 'TranſaQtion ſo ſecret as not to com- 
municate it to any but to ſome of his chief Miniſters of 
State ? 

* Upon the Whole, Sir, I can ſee no Occaſion we have 
| for the Inquiry propoſed ; and if I did, I think it impoſlible, 
in our preſent Circumitances, to carry it on with Effect. 
This is my ſincere Opinion; and as I can ſee no Danger or 
| Inconvenience in delaying it for a Year or two, in which 

Time our own Tranquility, as well as the Tranquility of 
Europe, may, perhaps, be re-eſtabliſhed, and all thoſe grand 
| Aﬀairs which are now in Agitation finally ended, I muſt 
therefore be againſt the Motion, and I hope the noble Lord, 
when he conſiders thoſe Things, will agree ro have it with- 
| drawn. 

Mr Velters Cornewall ſpoke next, as follows: Mr Cornewall, 

Sir, 

* I do not get up, as preſuming to think any Thing that 
I ſhall offer can inforce a Queltion of this Importance. But 
as this Queſtion tends to an Inquiry into thote Meaſures, 
which, in the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, have been 
thought ſo deſtructive to this Nation, an Opinion which, 
tho' in my private Sentiments I have ever joined in, yet, as 
I have never had an Opportunity of giving my publick Te- 
| fimony againſt them, I cannot now refrain from expreſſing 
my Satisfaction at ſeeing the Time come, when they will 
be thoroughly ſifted ; and it is with Joy I look on myſelf 
as now going to give a Pledge to the Publick, that I ſhall 
ever look upon bad Meaſures with equal Deteſtation. 

The People of England, reduced almoſt to a State of 
Deſpondency from the ruinous Conduct hitherto purſued 
for many Years paſt, have placed their only and laſt Hopes 
in the Independence, Juſtice, and Firmneſs of this Parlia- 

ment : It is from this Confidence that every honeſt Man in 
| the Kingdom now chearfully ſubmits to the Burden we are 
neceſſitated to impoſe on them; as they expect to ſee Free- 
dom and Happineſs ſecured to them at Home, and national 
Honour retrieved Abroad. — But as theſe Hopes can only 
be anſwered by an Alteration of thoſe Meaſures that have 
occaſioned their Diſtreſs and Complaints, how bafiled will 


P 
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tion that has been made to you, be rejected in this Houſe ? 
How ill an Earneſt would it be, that we intended an Alte- 
ration of Meaſures, ſhould we decline an Inquiry into thoſe 
that have been ſo cried out againſt? Could they poſlibly 
ſuppoſe it to be from any other Motive than an Apprehen- 
ſion, leit we might lay a Foundation for condemning our 
own future Conduct, by countenancing an Inquiry into that 
of others, which is paſſed ? 

But, Sir, whether the univerſal Complaint of pait Mea. 
ſures be the Effect of Artifice and Miſrepreſentation (as might 
be pretended) on a weak and deluded People, or ſprings 
from the real Grievances of an injured and right-diſcerning 
one, I ſay, whichſoever be the Caſe, ſurely it is a Defe- 
rence, an Indulgence at lealt, which in Decency, in Duty, 
it becomes this Houſe to ſhew the collective Body of the 
People of Great Britain, by giving them that Satisfaction 
which a thoroagh Diſquiſition into the Subjects of Complaint, 
only can, and only ought to give them. 

And therefore, for God's Sake! let every Gentleman 
refleft on the Conſequences that will attend your Determi- 
nation in the Affair before you. Is the Screening a few 
publick Delinquents from Inquiry, to be put in Balance 
with the giving Repoſe to the diſturbed Minds of the whole 
People of three Kingdoms ? 

Inquiry is the Criterion of publick Virtue: It may, 
like Ithuriel's Spear, detect a Devil, however diſguiſed in 
the Shape of an Angel, but can never obſcure the Bright- 
neſs of Truth. If Meaſures have been right, they will 
ſtand juſtified by it, and the People of England will reit 
ſatisfied : If they have been iniquitous, the People expect 
Juſtice on whomſoever the Guilt falls, and whereſoever it 
may extend itſelf. It is not a narrow perſonal Inquiry that 
is aimed at, meanly confined to this or that Offender, 
but an Inquiry into Offences, whereſoever they ſhall be 
found, that becomes the Dignity of this Houſe. 

* I ſhall not take up your Time ſo unneceſſarily, as to 
enter into a particular Diſquiſition of thoſe Meaſores that 
call for this Inquiry, which have been ſo often and fo well 
expoſed, and which ſpeak more ftrongly their own Guilt, 
than the moſt powerful Eloquence can point out. Unexpe- 
rienced as I am in Matters of a publick Nature, I ſhould 
think it no difficult Taſk, to run through a Deduction of 
our publick Miſmanagement, both at Home and Abroad, too 
groſs not to be the Objects of common Diſcernment, and 
tome Inſtances perhaps that have not come within the No- 
tice of the general Complaint. But I ſhould think ſuch a 
minute 
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minute Diſcuſſion not only unneceſſary but improper, as this An, 15. Geo. II. 


Motion is moſt juſtly founded on the general Face of Things, 


and not to be diverted by giving room for a Debate on Par- 


ticulars, the proper Subject of future Conſideration. And, 
Sir, was it only from what you heard the other Day 
at your Bar, and the Reſolutions this Houſe came into in 
Conſequence * of it, the Expediency of the preſent Motion 
would be ſufficiently inforced. 

* We have groaned under an Adminiſtration that have not 


| only taken every Step to deſtroy our own Liberties at Home, 


but have made us acceſſary in ſubverting, at leaſt indanger- 


ing all the Liberties of Europe; who have made the By z1:/þ 


Name the Contempt of its Enemies, and loſt the Confidence 
of thoſe, whom Parity of Intereſt ſhould make us confider 


| as our Friends: An Adminiſtration whoſe Influence has dif- 
| fuſed Neglect, Abuſe, and Corruption into every the moſt 
minute Branch of our domeſtick Oeconomy ; for there is 


hardly an Office in the Kingdom, from the loweſt to the 
higheſt, that does not call aloud for Parliamentary Inquiry : 
An Adminiſtration that, when it durſt no longer withſtand 
the united Voice of a juſtly enraged People, cloſed itſelf, in 
ſome Part, with the higheſt, the moſt provoking Strains of 
Inſolence, that ever were dared to be offered to any Nation 
under the Sun in our Circumſtances, by making the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Inſtruments of the moſt deteſted Meaſures tri- 
umph, by their Exaltation over the Injuries and Reſentment 
of the whole Britiſb Nation. 

But, Sir, it is the future good Conſequences that will at- 
tend this Inquiry, and the | as arifing from it, that 
prevail with me, over all other Conſiderations: I have no 
doubt of ſeeing a Reformation of Meaſures for ſome Time: 
Who, that looks round this Aſſembly, can doubt it, as long 
as it ſubſiſts thus conſtituted ? A wiſe and honeſt Parliament 
will always make thoſe in the Direction of Affairs ſo too. 
But all theſe Things have their Periods, whereas Examples 
are of perpetual Security. 

* Weare now, Sir, in a Situation, both as to our foreign 
and domeſtick Affairs, which points out Union as the only 
Means that can make us a glorious and happy People, and 
found the Throne of this Royal Family, which every Man 
of common Senſe and Honeſty muſt wiſh for, on that never 
to be ſhaken Baſis, the undivided Hearts of the People. 
And, Thanks be to God! the pleaſing Proſpect already o- 
pens itſelf, by the ſubſiding of thoſe unfortunate Diſtinctions 
that have been artfully fomented, in a general Zeal for pro- 
moting the true Intereſt of our King, and the Good of our 

Country 
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Lovers of both, and Mortification to none but thoſe, who 
are wicked enough to proſtitute the Name of this Family to 
ſerve the infamous Views of their own ſelfiſh Policy. Na- 
tional Union can only be brought about by giving national 
Satisfaction; and I look upon the Step we are now taking as 
perfectly contributory to that End. True Union can only 
ſubſiſt amongſt honeſt Men: All other Union is amuſive, and 
deſtructive of itſelf. 

* The Union I am ſpeaking of is indiſſoluble, and ſhould 
the Dregs of Faction, whom the falſely aſſumed Denomina. 
tion of a Party only made conſiderable, attempt to inter- 
rupt it, they would only diſcover their own Inſignificancy, 
and add to the Contempt and Deteſtation the Publick had of 
them. 

As for the, Method propoſed by this Motion, it is the 
only one by which a publick Inquiry can be carried on pro- 
perly, or with Succeſs. Ihe Impropriety of laying all Pa- 
pers before the Houſe, has been often allowed on all Hands, 
and every Man knows how eaſy it is to obſtruct or perplex 
an Inquiry ſo extended as this is, if carried on before ſo 
numerous an Aſſembly. But this is fo obvious to any Man 
who means getting at Truth, that I need only ſay, that! 
conſider all Arguments againſt this Method, as Objections 
raiſed only becauſe it is practicable. For my own Part, as! 
conſider this Queſtion, as tending to reſtore Satisfaction to the 
Nation, Credit and Popularity to the Government at Home, 
and Weight and Dignity to it Abroad ; and as it tends to 
the Honour of this Houſe, I am heartily for it.” 


Lord Percival ſpoke next. 

Sir, g 

I ſhould aQ a very inconſiſtent Part, If I did not ſupport 
the Motion now under your Conſideration, with the ſame 
Zeal with which I concurred in that made ſome few Days 
after I had the Honour of taking my Seat in this Houle, 
Nothing, Sir, has happened, nothing, Sir, can happen to al. 
ter my Opinion in this Reſpect, that the Publick have a 
Right, that is a Duty incumbent upon us to inquire ſtrictiy 
into the Conduct of the late Adminiltration. 

It was then my Opinion, that we had Grounds ſufficient 
to induce us to that Inquiry: The general Voice of the Na- 
tion, the almoſt deſperate Condition of our Affairs, both 
Abroad and at Home, then rendered the Inquiry highly 
neceſſary: The Preſumption was ſtrong, that the Intereſt of 
the Nation had been betrayed ; and I thought I ſhould have 


abuſed the Confidence repoſed in me by my Country, itt 
had 
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had not endeavoured to diſcover in what Manner, in what An.15. Geo. II. 


Inſtances, and by whom it was betrayed. 

gut theſe Reaſons for Inquiry are infinitely ſtronger now 
than then; we had Reaſon to inquire then from the Suſpi- 
cions of the Publick, and from our own Suſpicions. Theſe 
Reaſons ſtill ſubſiſt; and to theſe are added the Suſpicions 
of the King himſelf: To theſe are added the viſible Opini- 
on of our Allies Abroad. 

The King has at length diſmiſſed his Miniſter, and he 
has diſmiſſed him without any Application from this Houſe 
to that Purpoſe. — He has done it of his own Motion, — His 
Majeity has diſmiſſed a Miniſter who had ſerved him many 
Years, and, as we are well convinced, againſt the Inclinati- 
on of that Miniſter. Had his Majeſty believed, that he had 
ſerved him faithfully, who can imagine, that he would have 
turned him out of his Service ? We muſt therefore conclude, 
that his Majeſty's Opinion has concurred with the Opinion 
of the Nation, with the Opinion of thoſe in this Houſe, who 
expreſſed Suſpicions of his Conduct. 

Our Allies abroad have viſibly proved by their late 
Meaſures, that they entertained the ſame Suſpicions. A ge- 
neral Indolence ſeemed to have ſeized on all the Powers joined 
in common Intereſt with us: Their Reſolutions were us 
languid, their Conduct equally tame and deſpicable, in the 
general Danger of Europe, as the Councils of this Nation. 
We were told, that this Infatuation abroad was the Cauſe 
of our weak and puſillanimous Meaſures at home. But it is 
now diſcovered, that our Conduct was not influenced by their 
Meaſures, but that their Meaſures were influenced by our 
Conduct. The Moment that this Miniſter was diveſted of 
his Power, the Charm was at once diſpelled: The Dutch, 
notwithſtanding all the dilatory Forms of that Government, 
proceeded to a vaſt Augmentation of their Forces. The King 
of Sardinia has determined to take Part in the common 
Cauſe ; and it is apparent, that from the Removal of this 
Miniſter, the Spirit of the Grand Alliance has happily re- 
| vived, as much as it was once fatally depreſſed by the Re- 
moval of the great Duke of Marlborough. 
| *© This happy Event demands our Attention; it has o- 

pened a Proſpect of Preſervation to the Balance of Power, of 
which we had loſt all View before. If we do not ſeize this 
happy Moment, how can we anſwer for it to ourſelves, to 
our Country, to Poſterity? But unleſs we engage with 
Vigour in this Inquiry, how can we hope to avail ourielves 
of this Event? Does any Man imagine, that it is a Change 
of Men that has given this new Life to the Counſels of our 
| Allies? No, Sir, it the Confidence that a Change of Mea- 
| lures 
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ſures will be the Conſequence of a Change of Men : And ſuch 
a Confidence muſt periſh in its very Birth, if an Inquiry in. 
to the Errors of the paſt Adminiſtration ſhould be ſtifled in 
this Houſe. a 

Sir, to extricate this Nation, or to extricate Europe out 
of that Labyrinth of Dangers in which we are all involved, 
it is neceſſary that the preſent Adminiſtration ſhould be ſup. 
ported by the Spirit and Inclinations of the People. The 
Confidence which is neceſſary to give them Weight Abroad, 
is equally neceſſary to enable to raiſe the vaſt Supplies at 
Home, which the critical Condition of our Intereſt de- 
mands. 'This Confidence in them can never be attained, 
but by a vigorous Proſecution of this Inquiry. "The Publick 
have ſome Diſtruſt, that the new Adminiſtration are ſlack 
and tender in this Reſpect: In my own Breaſt I have none: 1 
am happy in this Change, which has fallen in favour of thoſe 
for whom I have entertained the higheſt Eſteem, and ſor 
ſome of whom I have a ſingular and ſincere Friendſhip, 
But, Sir, we muſt pay ſome Regard to the Opinions of the 
Publick, as well as to our own, and they will never be con- 
vinced, that the new Miniſters mean well, if this Inquiry 
ſhould be defeated here: They will interpret the Coldneſs 
of this Houſe to a Diſpoſition in the Adminiſtration to pro- 
tect and ſcreen, which muſt in the End produce the worl 
Effects, both to the Publick and to them. And therefore, 
as a Friend to my Country, and as a real Friend to them, [ 
ſhall follow this Inquiry as far I am able to purſue it. 

Sir, I ſhall trouble the Houſe very little farther at this 
Time, but I muſt obſerve with great Submiſhon, that I think 
all Arguments that are uſed to prevent, or to delay the pre- 
ſent Inquiry, are very indecent and diſreſpectful to this 
Houſe ; for they bear this inevitable Conſtruction, that this 
Houſe is actuated more by Paſſion and Prejudice, than by 
Impartiality and Juſtice. No Man can have the Confidence 
to aſſert, no Man can mean, that if the late Miniſter de- 
ſerves the Cenſure of Parliament, he ſhould not receive 
it: They can therefore mean nothing, but that they think 
him innocent, and think, that if we enter into this Inquiry, 
this Houſe is determined to pronounce him guilty, whe- 
ther he be ſo or no. 

* In private Life, what Man of common Senſe would 
diſmiſs a Steward after a Service of twenty Years (during 
which his Accounts had never been inſpected) without a care- 
ful Examination, before he gave him a Diſcharge ? The Pu- 
blick ſtand in the ſame Light with regard to this Miniſter, 
and the Publick will want common Senſe in this Inſtance, 3s 
a private Man would do in the other, if they "_ this 
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Miniſter to retire unqueſtioned, laden with Honours and an As, 18. Geo. II. 
immenſe Wealth, far exceeding what the juft and known 1741. 
Profits of his paſt Employments would have furniſhed, 

„ agg Pelham ſpoke to this Effect: Mr M. Palos: 

* It would very much ſhorten our Debates, upon this and 
every other Occaſion, if Gentlemen would conſider atten- 
tively the Subject of the Debate, and keep cloſe to the Argu- 
ment, without running out into Harangues or Flowers of 
Eloquence, which may be made uſe of upon any other Sub- 
ject, as well as that which happens then to. be under the 
Conſideration of the Houſe. That we have a Riglit to in- 
quire into the Conduct of our publick Affairs, and that upon 
certain Occaſions we ought to inquire, are Queſtions that 
have nothing to do in this Debate, becauſe they are ſuch 
as no Gentleman will deny. The only Queltions now 
under our Conſideration mult therefore be, whether we have 
now any Occaſion for making ſuch Inquiry, and if we have, 
whether we ought now, or in this Seſſion of Parliament, to 
enter upon that Inquiry. With regard to the firſt of theſe 
two Queſtions, I hope it will not be ſaid, that we ought 
every Seſſion of Parliament, or once in every certain Num- 
ber or Term of Years, to appoint a Secret and Select Com- 
mittee for inquiring into the Conduct of our publick Affairs 
from the Time of the laſt Parliamentary Inquiry. This we 
can no Way pretend to, either from Cuſtom or Reaſon ; for 
it is certain, that the Cuſtom has always been, not to ſet up 
a Parliamentary Inquiry, unleſs when great Crimes were 
known, or ſtrongly ſuſpected to have been committed; 
or unleſs when ſuch Meaſures were purſued as were al- 
lowed to have been weak or wicked. This, I ſay, has 
always hitherto been the Cultom, and Reaſon mult con- 
vince us that it is juſt; and that it would be wrong 
in us to ſet up a Parliamentary Inquiry, when there is no 
well-grounded Suſpicion of Miſconduct; for as ſuch Inqui- 
ries muſt always be dangerous and troubleſome, they ought 
never to be entered into without an apparent Neceſſity. 

* Taking it therefore for granted, Sir, that no Parliamen- 
tary Inquiry ought to be ſet up, unleſs when there appears 
to be a well-grounded Suſpicion of Miſconduct, I ſhail ob- 
ſerve that this Suſpicion ought to be ſuch a one as prevails in 
this Houſe ; and if this Obſervation be juſt, it muſt be wrong 
to talk, upon any ſuch Occaſion, of the Voice of the People, 
or the Voice of the Nation. Sir, the Voice of this Houle is 
the Voice of the People, the Voice of the Brit; Nation. It 
muſt always be underſtood to be ſo ; for there is no other 
Way of determining what is the Voice of the Nation. If we 
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out Doors, every Man's Judgment would be according to 
the Sort of Company he uſually converſed with. In a free 
Country the Meaſures of the Government in general, and 
even every particular Meaſure, will be canvaſſed by the Peo- 
ple without Doors, and will be condemned by ſome and ap. 
plauded by others. A Gentleman who keeps Company with 
the former will from thence judge, that the Voice of the 
People is againſt the Government; and one who keeps Com- 
pany with the latter will, for the ſame Reaſon, judge, that the 
Voice of the Peop'e is in Favour of the Government; con- 
ſequently one of thoſe Gentlemen would be for an Inquiry, 
and the other againſt it, for one and the ſame Reaſon ; there- 
fore, when ſuch a Queftion happens to be ſtarted in this 
Houſe, no Gentleman ought to conſider what is the Voice 
of the People without Doors, nor ought he to allow what he 
has heard without Doors, in the leaſt, to enter his Thoughts: 
If he does, he can hardly avoid being prejudiced by the 
Company he has kept, and ſuch a Man can never be a good 
Judge in ſuch a Queſtion. 
What then, Sir, are we todo? How are we to judge 
upon ſuch Occaſions? The Anſwer is eaſy ; Every Gentle. 
man ought to conſider by himſelf the Meaſures purſued by 
the Government. If a general Inquiry be moved for, he 
ought to conſider, or, perhaps, reconſider by himſelf, all the 
Meaſures that have been purſued by the Government during 
the Time propoſed to be inquired into : If upon ſuch an Ex- 
amination he finds Reaſon to conclude, that they have been 
generally wrong, he ought then to agree to the Inquiry pro- 
poſed : But if he finds Reaſon to conclude, that they were 
generally right, he ought to be againſt it: Nay, even when 
he finds Reaſon to condemn any one or two particular Mea- 
ſures, he ought to be againſt a general Inquiry ; becauſe after 
that Queſtion is rejected, he may himſelf propoſe a parti. 
cular Inquiry into the Affair he finds Reaſon to condemn or 
at leaſt ſuſpect, and that Queſtion may be agreed to by the 
Houſe, notwithſtanding our having rejected the former. But 
in ſuch Caſes I muſt obſerve, that according to the uſual 
Cuſtom of Parliament, we ought firſt by a proper Queſtion 
to condemn the Meaſure, before we put any Queſtion for 
inquiring into the Authors, or the Conduct of the Authors 

of any particular Meaſure. | 
* Now, vir, as the prefent Queſtion is for a general In- 
quiry, and for a longer Time, I believe, than ever any 
former Inquiry was propoſcd to extend to, it will appear from 
what I have ſaid, that every particular Gentleman muſt en- 
ter into the Examination of all the Meaſures * our 
vern- 
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it will not be thought impertinent in me to enter into 
that Examination, or to endeavour to juſtify our publick 
Meaſures, eſpecially ſuch of them as have been particularly 
objected to in this Debate; and here I muſt previouſly ob- 
ſerve, that in all ſuch Caſes we ought not to form our Judg- 
ment from the Light in which any paſt Meaſures now a 
pear to us, but from the Light in which it did probably ap- 
pear when it was at firlt reſolved on; for conſidering the 
narrow Limits of human Wiſdom or Knowledge, and the 
Shortneſs of human Foreſight, future Incidents may often 
make a publick Meaſure appear to be wrong, tho” according 
to all human Appearance, it appeared at firſt to be right. 


After having made this previous Obſervation, I ruſt 


ſay, Sir, I am ſurpriſed to hear any Fault now found with 
the Meaſures that were taken for puniſhing the Guilty, and 
reſtoring publick Credit, after the violent Shocl: it received 
from the wicked Execution of the fatal South-Sea Scheme in 
the Year 1720 ; becauſe future Incidents have been ſo fas 
from condemning any of thoſe Meaſures, that the immediate 
Revival of publick Credit, and the flourſhing State it has 
been in ever ſince, has fully demonſtrated, that thoſe Mea- 
ſures were wiſe as well as juſt. As to the Guilty, they 
were all puniſhed. They were not, perhaps, puniſhed ſo 
ſeverely as the Sufferers expected and deſired ; for is is natu- 
ral for Men that have been injured, in the firſt Violence of 
their Reſentment, to defire a Puniſhment more ſevere than 
common Juſtice can admit of; but they were all puniſhed ſo 
ſeverely, that when the firſt Violence of publick Reſentment 
was over, the Puniſhment began to be thought too ſevere, 
and was therefore, by Way of Ridicule, called 7u/tice by 
the Lump. 

* The next Meaſure of a Domeſtick Nature that ſeems to 
be objected to, is the Money granted from Time to Time to 
the Civil Liſt, and the Additions that have been made to 
that Revenue. If there was any Crime in this, Sir, I muſt 
really think it lies more properly at our own Door, than at 
the Door of any Miniſter, or of the Adminiſtration in gene- 
ral; and therefore, before we agree to this Queſtion, we 
ought, I think, to amend it, by reſolving, That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire into the Conduct of our Af- 
fairs at Home and Abroad, and into the Conduct of the 
Houſe of Commons, during the laſt Twenty Years. But 
as none of thoſe Grants were made, without having proper 
Eſtimates and Accounts laid before the Houſe, and as from 
thoſe Eſtimates and Accounts the Neceſſity of thoſe Grants 
were made appear, we can have no Reaſon to find Fault 
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Commons for granting any of the Sums of Moncy, or Ad- 
ditions that were made to the Civil Liſt. And, indeed, if 
we conſider, that there are many accidental Charges which 
fall upon the Civil Liſt Revenue, and many Articles which 
riſe higher than that at which they were firſt eſtimated, we 
cannot be ſurpriſed, that in the late King's Time it became 
neceſſary, from Time to Time, to grant a Sum for paying 
off the Debts of the Civil Liſt, or that his preſent Majeſty's 
Minitters ſhould deſire to have an Addition made to it at his 
Acceſſion: to the Throne. 

The Exciſe-Scheme is another Affair of a Domeſtick 
Nature, that ſeems to have been particularly objected to in 
this Debate. I know, Sir, that great Art and Indullry 
was made Uſe of to make People believe, that this Scheme 
was intended as an Introduction to a general Exciſe, and that 
it was a Preliminary to a formed Deſign for deſtroying our 
Conſtitution, and making Slaves of us all. But as I had at 
that lime, and have had ever ſince, a Friendſhip and In. 
timacy with thoſe who approved of that Scheme, and in- 
troduc'd it into this Houſe, I know the Falſhood of thoſe 
Inſinuations. However I ſhall not defire Gentlemen to take 
my Word for it. I ſhall only defire Gentlemen to have a 
little Charity, and to judge of other Men's Actions and In- 
tentions, as they would defire others to judge of their own, 
If they do this, they will not aſcribe any Action to a wick- 
cd Motive, when an upright one can, with more Probability, 
be aſſigned ; and this is evidently the Caſe with Regard to 
the Exciſe- Scheme. I hope it will be granted, that to pre- 
vent Frauds in the Collection of the publick "Taxes, ard 
thereby increaſe the publick Revenue, is as upright, and 
even as laudable a Deſign as any Man can entertain; and, 1 
believe, it will likewiſe be granted, that the Exciſe Scheme, 
had it been paſſed into a Law, would have had this Effect, 
at leaſt it muſt be granted, that it was very reaſonable to 
preſume it would have had this Effect, from the Experience 
we had before had of the Effect of raiſing the Duty upon 
Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, by Way of Exciſe upon the 
Conſumption, inſtead of raiſing them by the Method of Cu- 
ſtoms upon the Importation, and allowing thoſe Cuſtoms to 
be drawn back upon the Exportation. This then was one 
Motive for approving of, and introducing the Exciſe- Scheme, 
which mult be allowed to have been an upright one ; but on 
the other Hand it is ſaid, that this Scheme would have 
overturned our Conſtitution, and eſtabliſhed arbitrary Power, 
by giving Xliniſters an uncontroulable Influence at all Electi- 
ons. That it would have had ſuch an Effect I (till very much 
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f geſtion ; and as our Miniſters had no Experience of this in An. 15. Geo. II. 
. any parallel Caſe, they could not therefore be ſo certain of 1741. 
f this Effect as of the other: Conſequently it is more probable, Wwrnwmummnd 
chat their approving of, and introducing that Scheme pro- 
h ceeded from a good Intention, than that it proceeded from 
e a wicked one; and I am ſure it is much more charitable, 
e and more like a Chriſtian, to ſuppoſe it proceeded from the 
p former, than to ſuppoſe it proceeded from the latter. But 
5 let their Deſign be what it will, their throwing it up ſo eaſily 
is as they did, was ſome Sort of Atonement, and induced 
moſt People to pardon the Attempt, which was the true 
k Cauſe of the next general Election's going ſo much in their 
in Favour; and it ought, I think, to be a Reaſon for its being 
ry never again mentioned in this Houſe, eſpecially as the Nati- 
12 on no Ways ſuffered by the Attempt. 
at « Theſe, I think, Sir, are all the Meaſures of a Dome- 
ar MW flick Nature for 20 Years paſt, that have been objected to in 
at WW this Debate, and if Objections could have been raiſed againſt 
n- any other, I believe, they would have been mentioned. 
n- Then with regard to Affairs of a Foreign Nature, the 'Trea- 
ſe ty of Hanover is, I find, by thoſe Gentlemen always made 
:e the Burden of their Song, and the original Ground of all 
a their Complaints; and in order to make this Treaty liable to 
n- eny Objection, they who cannot know, expreſly contradict 
n. what his late Majeſty, who could, and certainly did know, 
| WW affirmed, in his Speech“ the next Seſſion of Parliament, 
„ WW declaring expreſsly, that the Negociations and Engagements, 
to entered into by ſome Foreign Powers, which ſeemed to have 
e laid the Foundation of new Troubles and Diſturbances in 
rd Europe, and to threaten his Subjects with the Loſs of the 
nd moſt advantageous Branches of their Trade, obliged him, 
I IF without any Loſs of Time, to conclude that Treaty. It 
de, was then well known, what thoſe Engagements were: They, 
„in Part, appeared even from the publick Treaty: The Spa- 
to viards were reſolved to wreſt Gibraltar and Minorca from us: 
ce The Emperor was reſolved to ſupport his Offend Company in 
on fpite of us. For theſe Purpoſes they were to aſſiſt each 
he other; and the King of Spain, as a farther Recompence, 
'u- WE granted the Emperor's Subjects ſuch Liberties and Privileges 
o in both the Indies, as were inconſiſtent with our Commerce, 
ne and with the Treaties ſubſiſting between Spain and us. 
c, WY Theſe were their Engagements, and if we did not ſubmit, 
on the Emperor was to attack his Majelty's Foreign Dominions, 


whilſt Spain was to make a Diverſion by invading theſe 
Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender. The Court of Vi- 
enna went even ſo far as to threaten his late Majeſty with 

both 
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which concluded with the Treaty of Hanover. 

* Theſe are Facts, Sir, which are founded upon the Te. 
ſtimony of our late Sovereign; I am ſure, a much ſtronger 
Teſtimony than the Averment to the contrary of any private 
Gentleman: And theſe Facts will for ever juſtify the Treaty 
of Hanover, and ell the Meaſures we took conſequent to 
that Treaty, eſpecially when we conſider, that by thoſe 
Meaſures we not only prevented the Dangers wherewith we 
were threatened, but obliged the Emperor to give up his 
Oftend Company, and Spain to confirm our Right to Gi. 
braltar and Minorca, and to recede from her Engagements 
in Favour of the Emperor's Subjects with reſpe& to Trade; 
both which ſhe did by the Treaty of Seville; and therefore 
I am ſurpriſed to hear that Treaty found fault with. We 
did not, *tis true, by that Treaty, obtain immediate Satiſ- 
faction or Reparation for all the Damage ſhe had done our 
Trade, becauſe it was impoſſible to compute and aſcertain 
that Damage ; but we obtained a Promiſe for immediate 
Reparation as to ſome Part, and as to what remained, it was 
to be ſettled and adjuſted by Commiſſaries mutually to be 
appointed, who were to finiſh their Commiſſion within the 
Space of three Years. If Spain afterwards refuſed to, per- 
form her Engagements, or rather delayed the Performance 
under frivolous Pretences, for ſhe never expreſsly refuſed, 
it was what our Miniſters could not foreſee nor provide againſt; 
for without truſting to ſome Promiſes to be performed 12 
futuro, it is impoſſible to negotiate or conclude any Treaty 
whatſoever. 

* But, Sir, with regard to Spain's Performance of theſe 
Promiſes, and with regard to the Depredations afterwards 
committed by the Spanih Guarda Coſta s, our Miniſters can- 
not juſtly be accuſed of any Neglect; as may appear from 
the many Memorials, Letters and Papers relating to thoſe 
Affairs, which have, from Time to 'l ime, been laid upon 
our Table : 'They never ceaſed making Application ; the 
Spani/h Miniſters never ceaſed promiſing. If our Miniſters 
were {hy of beginning Hoſtilities, as long as they had any 
Hopes of obtaining Reparation by fair Means, are they to 
blame? Are the Miniſters of a trading Nation ever to blame 
in ſuch a Caſe? Sir, their Shyneſs in this ReſpeR, eſpecially 
with regard to Spain, aught to be the Ground of Applauſe 
rather than Inquiry : And in future Ages, when Time has 
put an End to Envy, which, thank God! is not fo long- 
liv's as Truth, it will appear to be ſo. | 

I now come, Sir, to conſider our Behaviour when the 
War broke out between Fance and the Emperor in the Year 


„ „ 


17337 


0% 
n, 1733 : In that War we had certainly no Concern or Intereſt, An. 15. Geo. II. 
any farther than as it might affect the Balance of Power in 1741. 
e · Europe; and with regard to the Guaranty of the Pragma- 
tick Sanction, we were ſet free from that Engagement, by 
the Emperor's having brought the War upon himſelf : We 
had therefore no Concern, nor any Obligation to enter, ei- 
ther as Principals or Auxiliaries, into that War ; but as, 
by its Event, it might affect the Balance of Power, we 
were therefore in Prudence obliged to augment our Forces, 
both by Sea and Land, in order to be ready to put a Stop to 
the Arms of the victorious Side, in Caſe their Ambition 
ſhouid lead them to puſh their Conqueſts farther than was 
conſiſtent with the Balance of Power in Europe. If we had 
delayed our Preparations till this Event had actually happen- 
ed, we ſhould then have been too late: The Vanquiſhed 
would have been obliged to ſubmit, before we could have 
come to their Relief. Therefore, I ſtill think, it was the 
moſt prudent Part we could act, to ſtand neuter at the Be- 
ginning of that War, but to prepare for the worſt ; and our 
Allies the Dutch, whoſe Wiſdom ſome Gentlemen take all 
Occaſions to extol, held the very ſame Conduct: Nay, they 
went farther ; they actually agreed to a Treaty of Neutra- 
lity, and yet notwithſtanding that Agreement, they aug- 
mented their Forces, in order to be ready at all Events. By 
this Conduct we put ourſelves but to a very ſmall Expence, 
and yet that Expence had as good an Effect, as if we had 
put ourſelves to as much greater and brought ourſelves in- 
to much greater Danger, by engaging as Parties in the War. 
The Parliament was therefore in the right to approve of 
thoſe Meaſures ; their having done ſo can be no Argument 
of their having been choſen or governed by a corrupt Influ- 
ence ; nor can thoſe Meaſures, or the Approbation they 
then met with, now afford any reaſonable Ground for a Par- 
liamentary Inquiry. 

The only remaining Meaſure that has been objected to 
in this Debate, and therefore the laſt I ſhall take Notice of, 
is the Convention with Spain, which was founded upon a 
Maxim I muſt ſtill approve of, becauſe it is ſuch a one, as I 
hope, will always be held ſacred by thoſe who have the Ad- 
miniſtration of our publick Aﬀairs, I mean that of never enga- 
ging us in a War, eſpecially with Spain, as long as there is the 
leaſt Reaſon to hope for obtaining Redreſs by peaceable Means. 
By that 'Treaty the King of Spain acknowledged the Inju- 
ries that had been done us, and promiſed to make Satisfacti- 
on, by paying a certain Sum here at London in the Space of 
four Months : This was ſuch a Proof of that Court's being 
in Earneſt, and firmly reſolved to do us Juſtice, that our 
© IA Miniſters 
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agree to it; and as we were neither to promiſe nor give up 
any Thing by that Treaty, they had the more ReMon to ac. 
cept what the Court of Spain offered. If the Court of 
Spain delayed performing that Engagement, as they hag 
done their former, our agreeing to this Treaty could occaſi. 
on no Delay in beginning Hoſtilities, but what would have 
been otherways occaſioned by the Seaſon of the Year ; and 
their Failing in the Performance of ſuch a ſolemn and expli. 
cit Stipulation, would of courſe render them blameable in 
the Eyes of all Europe; which, conſidering the Intricacy of 
the other Diſputes between the two Nations, was a Point our 
Miniſters were in the right to aim at, and has, perhaps, been 
the principal Cauſe of Spain's remaining hitherto unaſſiſted 
by any Power in Europe. This Meaſure, therefore, or the 
Approbation it met with in Parliament, can as little afford x 
juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry, as any other that has been men- 
tioned in this Debate; and thence, I hope, it will appear, that 
we have at preſent no ſolid Ground for an Inquiry, from the 
ſuppoſed Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of any of our late Mea. 
ſures. 

If a Miniſter, or an Adminiſtration, are to be compare 
to the Steward of an Eſtate, we ſhall from thence find as 
little Reaſon for an Inquiry; nay, upon this Principle, it 
would be unjuſt in us to call them now to a general Account. 
If the Steward of an Eſtate paſſes his Accounts regularly, 
and delivers up his Vouchers every Year, and accordingly 
receives an annual Diſcharge or Releaſe, it would be mot 
unjuſt in his Lord to expect or defire, that after twenty Year 
Service.he ſhould be brought to a general Account, as if no 
ſuch annual Account had ever been delivered or approved of. 
This is exactly the Caſe of our Adminiſtration ; they have 
regularly every Year delivered in their Accounts ; thoſe Ac- 
counts have been annually paſſed in Parliament, and every 
Article approved of; would it not then be unjuſt in us now 
after twenty Years to tell them, we will now overhale all 
your Accounts? 'The Accounts you have delivered in, the 
Approbation you have met with, the Releaſes you have re 
ceived, ſhall paſs for nothing: You ſhall now deliver ina 
general Account from your firſt Entry into our Service: 
We will examine it ſtrictly, and will admit of no Article but 
what you can fully prove to have been uſefully laid out or 
expended for our Service. Such a Proceeding would be (0 
unjuſt, that I cannot think, it needs any farther Explanation. 

* But now, Sir, with regard to the other Queſtion, 
Whether it be now a proper Time for us to enter into an In- 
quiry? Suppoſe we had juſt Ground to ſuſpeR the Upright- 
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neſs or the Wiſdom of our late Meaſures : Suppoſe them to An. 15. Geo. II. 

be thought weak or wicked by a great Majority of this 1741. 

Houſe, is this a proper Time for us to employ ourſelves a- 

bout inquiring into and puniſhing paſt Meaſures? When 

Europe is in ſuchDanger : When we ourſelves are in ſuch Dan- 

ger, are we to conſider only how we came upon the Brink, 

inſtead of conſidering how to get off? It was faid of the 

Houſe of Commons that impeacifed the Earl of Por//and and 

Lord Somers in the Year 1701, that they proceeded in a 

Manner which ſeemed more to affect our Peace at Home, 

than to prepare for War abroad. I am ſure, this might be 

more juſtly ſaid of us, ſhould we now reſolve upon an In- 

# quiry into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs. Let us 

now think how to get rid of the preſent Danger, and of that 

alone. It deſerves, it requires our Attention. When we 

have ſecured our own Liberties, and the Liberties of Europe, 

$ againſt the ambitious Projects of France: When we have ſe- 

© cured the Freedom of our Navigation and Commerce againſt 

che Inſults and Injuſtice of Spain, we ſhall then have an Op- 

portunity, we ſhall then have Leiſure, to inquire into and 

@ puniſh all publick Offenders, and we may then do it with 

© Safety. Both theſe deſirable Ends we ſhall, I hope, attain, 

it we apply to this, and this only: We may, perhaps, be 

able to acompliſh both before the Beginning of next Seſſion 

olf Parliament; and ſurely no one will ſay, we can ſuffer in 

che mean Time by the Delay of Juſtice. For this Reaſon, 

ir, if I thought we had juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry: If I con- 

demned, in my own Mind, the whole Courſe of our Con- 

duct for the laſt twenty Years, as much as I do really ap- 

prove it, I ſhould nevertheleſs be againſt our entering into | 

an Inquiry, during this Seſſion of Parliament; and there- 

& fore, 1 give my Negative to the Queſtion, 

= To this Mr William Pitt reply'd: Mr Will. Pitt. 
Sir, 

= * What the Gentlemen of the other Side mean by Ha- 

nangues or Flowers of Rhetorick, I ſhall not pretend to gueſs; | 

but if they make uſe of nothing of that Kind, it is no very | 

good Argument for their Sincerity ; for a Man who ſpeaks 

trom his Heart, and is ſincerely affected with the Subject he 

ſpeaks on, as every honeſt Man muſt be when be ſpeaks in 

de Cauſe of his Country : Such a Man, I fay, falls natu- 

rally into Sentiments and Expreſſions which may be called 

Flowers of Rhetorick, and therefore deſerves as little to be 

taxed with Affectation, as the molt Rupid Serjeant at Law that 

ever ſpoke at the Common Pleas Bar (or a Half Guinea Fee. 

Vor. XIII. L For 


Wee the Proceedings againft thoſ: two Lords, as alſo the Lords Or- 
9 rg and Hallifox, in CAN DIE A's Hiſtory, Tom, 3. p. 133, 4, 5, &c. 
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An. 1:.Geo, 11, For my Part, I have heard nothing ſaid in Favour of the Que. 
1741. ſtion, but what I thought very proper and very much to the 
L-—— Puarpole. What has been ſaid, indeed, upon the other Side 
of the Queſtion, eſpecially the long Juſtification that has 
been made of our late Meaſures, 1 cannot think fo proper 
upon this Occaſion, becauſe this Motion is founded upon 
the preſent melancholy Situation of Affairs, and upon the 
general Clamour without Doors againſt the late Conduct 
of our publick Affairs, and either of theſe, with me, ſhall 
always be a ſufficient Reaſon for agreeing to an immediate 
Parliamentary Inquiry ; for without ſuch an Inquiry I can- 
not, even in my own Mind enter into the Diſquiſition, 
whether our publick Meaſures have been right or no, becauſe 
T cannot otherwiſe be furniſhed with the neceſſary Lights for 

that Purpoſe. 

But the Hon. Gentlemen who oppoſe this Motion, 
ſeem to miltake, I ſhall not ſay wilfully, the Difference be- 
tween a Motion for an Impeachment, and a Motion for an 
Inquiry. If any Member of this Houſe were to ſtand up in 
his Place, and move for impeaching a Miniſter, he would 
be obliged to charge him with ſome particular Crimes or 
Miſdemeanors, and to produce ſome Proof, or to declare 
that he was ready to prove the Facts: But any Gentleman 
may move for an Inquiry, without any particular Allegati- 
on, and without offering any Proof, or declaring that he is 
ready to prove, becauſe the very Deſign of an Inquiry is to 
ſind out particular Facts and particular Proofs, The ge. 
neral Circumſtances of Things, or general Rumours without 
Doors, are a ſufficient Foundation for ſuch a Motion, and 
for the Houſe's agreeing to it when it is made. This, Sit, 
has always been the PraQtice, and has been the Foundation 
of almoit ali the Inquiries that were ever ſet on Foot in this 
Houſe, eſpecially thoſe that have been carried on by Sectet 
and Select Committees. What other Foundation was there 
for the Secret Committee appointed in the Year 1694, (to 
go no farther back) to inquire into and inſpect the Books and 
Accounts of the Eaft-India Company and Chamber of Lon. 
aan? Nothing but a general Rumour that ſome corrupt Prac- 
tices had been mide uſe of. What was the Foundation of the 
Inquiry in the Year 1715? Did the Hon. Gentleman who 
moved for appointing that Secret Committee, charge the for- 
mer Adminiltration with any particular Crimes? Did he 
offer ary Proofs, or declare that he was ready to prove any 
Thing? It is ſaid, the Meaſures purſued by that Admini- 
flration were condemned by a great Majority cf that * 

0 


* See the State of the ſaid Accounts, with the Names of the Commits 
tee, in CHANDLBR's Hiſtory, Tom. 2+ p. 451, 


„ 


of Commons. What, Sir, were thoſe Miniſters condemned An. 15. Ceo. II. 


before they were heard? Could any Gentleman be fo un- 


juſt as to paſs Sentence, even in his own Mind, upon a Mea. 


ſure, before he had inquired into it? He might perhaps 
diſlike the Treaty of Utrecht; but upon Inquiry, it might 
appear to be the beſt that could be obtained; and it has ſince 
been ſo far juſtified, that it is at leaſt as good, if not better 
than any Treaty we have made fince that Time. 

« Sir, it was not the Treaty of Utrecht, nor any Meaſure 
that Adminiſtration had openly purſued, that was the Foun- 
dation or the Cauſe of an Inquiry into their Conduct. It 
was the loud Complaints of a great Party in the Nation a- 
gainſt them, and the general Suſpicion of their having carried 
on treaſonable Negotiations in Favour of the Pretender, and 
for defeating the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; and the Inquiry was 
ſet on Foot, in order to detect thoſe Practices, if there were 
any ſuch, and to find proper Evidence for convicting the Of- 
fenders. The ſame Argument holds with regard to the In- 
quiry into the Management of the Directors of the Sonth- 
dea Company in the Year 1720. When that Affair was firſt 


moved in the Houſe by Mr Neville *, he did not, he could 


not charge thoſe Directors, or any one of them, with any 
particular Crimes ; nor did he attempt to offer, or ſay that 
he was ready to offer any particular Proofs : His Motion, 
which was, That the Directors of the South- Sea Company 
ſhould forthwith lay before the Houſe an Account of their 
Proceedings, was founded upon the general Circumſtances of 
Things, the Diftreſs brought upon the publick Credit of the 
Nation, and the general and loud Complaints without Doors. 
This Motion, indeed, reafnable as it was, we know, was 
oppoſed by our Courtiers at that Time, and in particular, by 
two doughty Brothers, who have been Courtiers ever ſince; 
but their Oppoſition raiſed ſuch a Warmth in the Houſe, 
that they were glad to give it up, and never afterwards durſt 
directly oppoſe that Inquiry. I wiſh, I could now ſee the 


| fame Zeal for publick Juſtice, I am ſure, the Circumſtances 
of Affairs deſerve it. Our publick Credit was then, indeed, 


brought into Diſtreſs ; but now, the Nation itſelf, Nay, 
not only this Nation, but all our Friends upon the Conti- 
nent, are brought into the moſt imminent Danger. 

* This, Sir, is admitted even by thoſe who oppoſe this 
Motion, and if they have ever lately converſed with thoſe 
that dare ſpeak their Minds, they muſt admit, that the Mur- 
murs of the People againſt the Conduct of the Adminiſtration 


ne now as general, and as loud, as ever they were upon 
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An. 15. Geo. II. any Occaſion; but the Misfortune is, that Gentlemen who 


are in Office, ſeldom converſe with any but ſuch as are in 
Office, or want to be in Office, and ſuch Men, let then 
think what they will, will always applaud the Conduct of 
their Superiors; conſequently, Gentlemen who are in the 
Adminiitration, or in any Office under it, can rarely know 
what is the Voice of the People. The Voice of this Houſe 
was formerly, I ſhall grant, and always ought to be the 
Voice of the People : If new Parliaments were more fre- 
quent, and few Placemen, and no Penſioners admitted, it 
would be fo ſtill; but, if long Parliaments be continued, 
and a corrupt Influence ſhould prevail, not only at Elections, 
but in this Flouſe, the Voice of this Houſe will generally 
be very different from, nay often directly contrary to the 
Voice of the People. However, as this is not, I believe, 
the Caſe at preſent, I hope, that there is a Majority of us 
who know what 1s the Voice of the People ; and if it be 
admitted by all, that the Nation is at preſent in the utmoſt 
Diſtreſs and Danger, and admitted by a Majority, that the 
Voice of the People is loud againſt the late Conduct of our 
Adminiſtration, this Motion muſt be agreed to, becauſe, l 
have ſhewn, that theſe two Circumſtances, without any par- 
ticular Charge, have been the Foundation of almoſt all Par- 
liamentary Inquiries, 

I ſhall readily admit, Sir, that we ſhould have very 
little to do with the Character or Reputation of a Miniſter, 
if it no way affected his Maſter ; but as it does, and alway: 
maſt affect our Sovereign, as the People may become Cil- 
affected as well as diſcontented, when they find the King 
continues obſtinately to employ a Miniſter who, they think, 
oppreſſes them at Home, and betrays them Abroad, we are 
therefore, in Duty to our Sovereign, obliged to inquire into 
the Conduct of a Miniſter, when it becomes generally {c 
ſpected by the People; in order that we may vindicate his 
Character, if he appears innocent, as to every Thing laid 
to his Charge, or that, we may get him removed from the 
Councils of our Sovereign, and condignly puniſhed, if he 
appears guilty, 

After having ſaid thus much, Sir, I have no great Oc- 
caſion to anſwer what has been ſaid, that no Parliamentary 
Inquiry ought ever to be ſet up, unleſs we are convinced that 
ſomething has been done amiſs. Sir, the very Name given 
tv this Houſe of Parliament ſhews the contrary. We art 
called the Grand Inqueſt of the Nation, and as ſuch it is our 
Duty to inquire into every Step of publick Management, er 
ther Abroad or at Home, in order to ſee that nothing hs: 


been done amiſs, It is not neeeſſary upon every Occaton 
, to 


1 


0 to eſtabliſh a Secret Committee: This is never neceſſary, An. 15. Geo. 11 
5 but when the Affairs to be brought before them, or ſome of 1741. : 
n thoſe Affairs, are ſuppoſed to be of ſuch a Nature as ought — 
f to be kept ſecret ; but as Experience has ſhewn, that nothing 
e but a ſuperficial Inquiry is ever made by a general Com- 
" mittee, or a Committee of the whole Houſe, I wiſh, that 
ſe all Eſtimates and Accounts, and many other Affairs, were 
2 reſpeQively referred to Select Committees. Their Inquiries 
I would be more exact, and the receiving of their Reports 
it would not take up ſo much of our Time as is repreſented ; 
d, but if it did, as it is our Duty to make ſtrict Inquiries into 
55 every Thing relating to the Publick, as we aſſemble here 
ly for that Purpoſe, we ought to do our Duty before we break 
Ie up; and I am ſure, his preſent Majeſty would never put an 
e, End to any Seſſion, till both Houſes had fully performed 
Us their Duty to their Country. 
be * It is faid, by ſome Gentlemen, that by this Inquiry we 
lt ſhall be in Danger of diſcovering the Secrets of our Govern- 
he ment to our Enemies. This Argument, Sir, by proving too 
ur much proves nothing at all. If it were admitted, it would 
1 always have been, and for ever will be, an Argument a- 
u. geainſt our inquiring into any Affair in which our Govern- 
ar- ment can be ſuppoſed to have a Concern. Our Inquiries 
would then be confined to the Conduct of our little Com- 
Ty panies, or of Inferior Cultom-Houſe Officers or Exciſemen ; 
er, for if we ſhould be ſo bold as to offer to inquire into the 
TE Conduct of Commiſſioners or great Companies, it would be 
Jil. ſaid, the Government had a Concern in their Conduct, and 
ng the Secrets of Government mult not be divulged. Every 
ak, Gentleman muſt ſee, that this would be the Conſequence of 
are admitting ſuch an Argument; but beſides, it is falſe in Fact, 
nto  and contrary to Experience. We have had many Parlia- 
ſu- mentary Inquiries into the Conduct of Miniſters of State, 
his and yet I defy any one to ſhew, that any State Aﬀair was 
aid thereby diſcovered which ought to have been concealed, or 
the that our publick Affairs, either Abroad or at Home, ever 


he ſuffered by any ſuch Diſcovery. There are Methods, Sir, 
for preventing Papers of a very ſecret Nature from coming 


Je into the Hands of the Servants attending, or even of all the 
ary Members of our Secret Committee. ' If his Majeſty ſhould 
hat by Meſſage acquaint us that ſome of the Papers ſealed up and 
ven laid before us required the utmoſt Secrecy, we might refer 
ate them to our Committee, with an Inſtruction for them to or- 
our der only two or three of the Number to inſpect ſuch Papers, 
ei. and to report from them nothing but what they thought 
has might be ſafely communicated to their whole Number. By 


fon WR this Method, I hope, the Danger of a Diſcovery would be 
| | effectu- 
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An. 15. Geo. II. effectually removed; therefore this Danger cannot be a good 


Argument againſt a Parliamentary Inquiry. 

The other Objection, Sir, is really ſurpriſing, becauſe 
it is founded upon a Circumſtance which, in all former Times, 
has been admitted as a ſtrong Argument for an immediate 
Inquiry. The Hon. Gentlemen are ſo ingenuous as to con- 
fels, that our Affairs both Abroad and at Home, are at preſent 
in the utmoſt Diltreſs ; but ſay they, you ought to free your. 
ſelves from this Diſtreſs, before you inquire hgw or by what 
Means you was brought into it. Sir, accarding to this Way 
of arguing, a Miniſter that has plundered and betrayed his 
Country, and fears being called to an Account in Parliament, 
has nothing to do but to involve his Country into a dange. 
rous War, or ſome other great Diflreſs, in order to prevent 
an Inquiry into his Conduct, becauſe he may be dead before 
that War is at an End, or that Diſtreſs got over. Thus, 
like the moſt villainous of all Thieves, after he had plunder- 
ed the Houſe, he has nothing to do but to ſet it in a Flame, 
that he may eſcape in the Confuſion. It is really aſtoniſhing 


to hear ſuch an Argument ſeriouſly urged in this Houſe. Buy 


ſay theſe Gentlemen, if you found yourſelf upon a Precipice, 
would you ſtand to inquire how you was led there, before 
you conſidered how to get off? No, Sir; but if a Guide 
had led me there, I ſhould very probably be provoked to 
throw him over, before I thought of any Thing elſe ; at leaſt, 
I am ſure, I ſhould not truſt to the ſame Guide for bringing 
me off; and this, Sir, 1s the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be 
urged for an immediate Inquiry. 

* We have been for theſe twenty Years under the Guid- 
ance, I may truly ſay, of one Man, one ſingle Minilter. 
We now at laſt find ourſelves upon a dangerous Precipice : 
Ought not we then immediately to inquire, whether we have 
been led upon this Precipice by his Ignorance or Wicked- 
nels? And if by either, to take Care not to truſt to his 
Guidance for leading us off? This is an additional, and a 
{tronger Argument for this Inquiry than ever was for any 
former; for if we do not inquire, we ſhall probably remain 
under his Guidance ; becauſe, tho' he be removed from the 
1'reaſury Board, he is not from the King's Cloſet, nor pro- 
bably will, unleſs it be by our Advice, or by our ſending 
him to a Lodging at the other End of the Town, where he 
cannot do ſo much Harm to his Country. Sir, the Diſtreſs 
we are in at Home is evidently owing to bad Oeconomy, and 
to our having been led into many needleſs Expences : The 
Diſtreſs and the Danger we are in Abroad, are evideni!y 
owing to the Miſconduct of our War with Spain, and to the 


little Confidence put in our Counſels by our natural and an- 
tiert 
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tient Allies. This is ſo evident, that I ſhould not have An. 15. Geo. It. 


thought it neceſſary to have entered into any particular Ex- 
planation, if an Hon. Gentleman on the other Side had not 
entered into a particular Juſtification of moſt of our late Mea- 
ſures, both Abroad and at Home; but as he has done ſo, 
tho' not, in my Opinion, quite to the Purpoſe of the pre- 
lent Debate, yet, I hope, I ſhall be excuſed making ſome 
Remarks upon what he has ſaid on that Subject, beginning, 
as he did, with the Meaſures taken for puniſhing the South- 
Sea Directors, and reſtoring publick Credit, after the terrible 
Shock it met with in the Year 1720. 

As thoſe Meaſures, Sir, were among the firſt Exploits 
of our late, and I fear ſtill our Prime Miniſter, at leaſt his 
firſt ſince he came laſt into the Adminiſtration ; and as the 
Committee propoſed, if agreed to, will probably conſiſt of 
one and twenty, I wiſh the Motion had been for one Year 
farther back, that the Number of Years might have been 
equal to the Number of Inquirers, and that it might have 
comprehended the firſt of thoſe Meaſures ; for as it ſtands, it 
will not comprehend the Methods taken for puniſhing the 
Dire&ors, nor the firſt Regulations made for reſtoring publick 
Credit ; and with regard to both, ſome Practices might per- 
haps be diſcovered, that would deſerve a much ſeverer Pu- 
niſhment than any of thoſe Directors met with. Conſider- 
ing the many Tricks and Frauds made uſe of by thoſe Di- 


| rectors and their Agents, for drawing People into their Ruin, 


Jam not a little ſurpriſed to hear it now faid, that their 
Puniſhment was ever thought too ſevere. Juitice by the 
Lump was an Epithet given it, not becauſe it was thought 
too ſevere, but becauſe it was a Piece of Cunning made uſe 
of for ſcreening the moſt heinous Offenders, who, if they did 
not deſerve to be hanged, deſerved at leaſt to have that total 
Ruin brought upon them, which they had brought upon 
many unthinking Men, and therefore they very ill deſerved 
thoſe Allowances that were made them by Parliament. 

* Then, Sir, as to the reſtoring of publick Credit, its 
ſpeedy Reſtoration was founded upon the Credit of the Na- 
tion, and not upon the Wiſdom or Juſtice of the Meaſures 
taken to reſtore it. Was it a wiſe Method to remit to the 
South Sca Company the whole Seven Millions, or thereabout, 
which they had ſolemnly engaged to pay to the Publick ? 


It might as well be ſaid, that a private Man's giving away 
a great Part of his Eſtate to thoſe that no Way deſerved it, 
would be a wiſe Method for reviving or eſtabliſhing his Cre- 
dit. If thoſe Seven Millions had been diſtributed among the 
poorer Sort of Annuitants, it would have been both gene— 


rous and charitable ; but to give it among the Proprietors 
in 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. in general, was neither generous nor juſt, becauſe moſt of 


1741. 


them deſerved no Favour from the Publick : For as the 
Proceedings of the Directors were authoriſed by General 
Courts, thoſe who were then the Proprietors were in ſome 
Meaſure acceſſary to the Frauds of the Directors, and there. 
fore deſerved to have been puniſhed, rather than rewarded, 
as they really were; becauſe every one of them who con- 
tinued to hold Stock in that Company got, by the Regula. 
tions then made, near 50 2 Cent. added to his Capital; 
moſt Part of which aroſe from the high Price the Annui. 
tants were by Act of Parliament obliged to take Stock at, 
and was therefore a moſt flagrant Piece of Injuſtice done to 
the Annuitants. But we need not be at a Loſs for the true 
Cauſe of this Act of Injuſtice, when we conſider, that a 
certain Gentleman had a great many Friends among the 
old Stock holders, and few or none among the Annuitants. 
Another Act of Injuſtice which, I believe, we may 
aſcribe to the ſame Cauſe, relates to thoſe who were en- 
gag'd in heavy Contracts for Stock or Subſcriptions, many 
of whom groan under the Load to this very Day ; for 
after we had by Act of Parliament quite altered the Nature, 
though not the Name of the Stock they had bought, an! 
made it much leſs valuable, than it was when they engaged 
to pay a high Price for it, I muſt think, it was an AQ of 
publick Injuſtice, to leave them liable to be proſecuted at 
Law for the whole Money they had engaged to pay ; and 
I am ſure, it was not a Method for reſtoring private Credit, 
upon which our Trade and Navigation very much depend. 
If the ſame Regulation had been made with regard to them, 
as was made with regard to thoſe who had borrowed Money 
of the Company, or a Sort of Uri poſſidetis enacted, by de- 
claring all ſuch Contracts void, io far as related to any fu- 
ture Payments, it would not have been unjuſt, and was ex- 
tremely neceſſary for quieting the Minds of the People, for 
preventing their ruining one another at Law, and for re- 
itoring Credit between Man and Man, which is ſo neceſſary 
in a trading Country; but there is Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
a certain Gentleman had many Friends among the Sellers 
in thoſe Contracts, and very few among the Buyers, which 
was the Reaſon why the latter could obtain little or no 
Relief or Mercy by any publick Law or Regulation. 
Then, Sir, with regard to the extraordinary Grants 
made to the Civil Liſt, the very Reaſon given by the Hon. 
Gentlemen for juſtifying thoſe Grants, is a ſtrong Reaſon 
for an immediate Inquiry, If there have ariſen any con ſide- 
rable Charges upon that Revenue, let us ſee what thoſe 
Charges were; let us examine whether or no they mw ne⸗ 
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ceſlary» 
Revenue ſettled upon his late Majeſty's Civil Liſt, was at 
leaſt as great as was ſettled either upon King William or 
Queen Anne, and yet neither of them ever aſked any extra- 
ordinary Grant, but on the contrary, the latter gave out of 


ber Civil Liſt Revenue 100,000 J. yearly, towards the Sup- 


rt of the War ; and yet there was as great Hoſpitality in 


| the Royal Palace during her Time, as there has been ever 


fince. Beſides, there is a general Rumour without Doors, 


that the Civil Liſt is now greatly in Arrear, which, if true, 
© renders an Inquiry abſolutely neceſſary ; for it is inconſiſtent 


with the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of theſe King- 


* doms to be in Arrear to its Tradeſmen and Servants ; and 
tis the Duty of this Houſe to take Care, that the Revenue 
we have ſettled for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of 
dur Crown, ſhall not be ſquandered or miſapplied : If for- 
mer Parliaments have failed in this Reſpect, they mult be 
* blamed, tho* they cannot be puniſhed ; but we ought now 
© to attone for their Neglect, and we may puniſh thoſe, if 
© they can be diſcover'd, who were the Cauſe of it. 


* I come now in Courſe to the Exciſe- Scheme, which the 


Hon. Gentleman ſays, ought to be forgiven, becauſe it was 
caſily given up. Sir, it was not eaſily given up. The Pro- 
© moter of that Scheme did not eaſily give it up; he gave it 


up with Sorrow, with Tears in his Eyes, when he ſaw, and 


© not till he ſaw it impoſſible to carry it through the Houſe. 
Did not his Majority decreaſe every Diviſion ? It was almoſt 
certain, that if he had puſhed it any farther, the Majority 
would have turned againſt him.“ His Sorrow ſhewed his 


Diſappointment; and his Diſappointment ſhewed that his 
Deſign was higher than of preventing Frauds in the Cuſtoms. 
He was at that Time ſo ſenſible of the Influence of Exciſe- 
Laws and Exciſemen with regard to Elections, and of the great 
Occaſion he would have for that Sort of Influence at the 
next General Election, which was then approaching, that it 
is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, he had not that Influence in View; 


and if he had, it was a moſt wicked Attempt againſt our 


n 
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Conſtitution; therefore he deſerved the Treatment he met 
with from the People. Perhaps there was nene but what 
Gentlemen are pleaſed to call Mob, concerned in burnin 


him in Effigy ; but as the Mob conſiſts chiefly of Children, : 


Journeymen and Servants, who ſpeak the Sentiments of their 
Parents and Maſters, we may thence judge of the Sentiments 
of the better Sort of People. 

Aa * The 


Vor. XIII. 
The Majority in favour of the Exciſe- Scheme was 61 upon the firſt 
Diviſion; On the laſt only 17.— See CMANDIEA's Hiſtory, Anne 
1733» P. 353, and 373. 


We have the more Reaſon to do this, becauſe the An. 15. Geo. H. 


1741. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. The Hon. Gentleman ſaid, theſe were all the Meaſure, 


of a domeſtick Nature, that could be found fault with, be. 
cauſe none other were mentioned in this Debate. Sir, he 
has already heard a Reaſon why no other Wrong Meaſure; 
ſhould be particularly mentioned in this Debate : If it were 
neceſlary, many others might be mentioned. Is not the 
keeping up of ſo numerous an Army in Time of Peace t» 
be found fault with ? Is not the fitting out ſo many expet + 
Squadrons for no Purpoſe, to be found fault with? Are not 
the Encroachments made upon the a Fund, the revi- 
ving the Salt-Duty, the rejecting many uſeful Bills and Mo. 
tions in Parliament, and many other domeſtick Meaſure, 
to be found fault with? The Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of 
thoſe Meaſures has been often demonſtrated, their ill Conſe. 
quences were at the reſpective Times foretold, and thoſe 

nſequences are now become viſible by our preſent Diſtreſs, 

Now, Sir, with regard to the foreign Meaſures, which 
the Hon. Gentleman has attempted to juſtify. The Treaty 
of Hanover deſerves indeed to be firſt mentioned, becauſe 
from thence ſprings the Danger, which Europe is now ex. 

ſed to; and it is impoſſible to aſſign a Reaſon for our enter- 
ing into that Treaty, without ſuppoſing that we then reſolv'c 
to be reveng'd on the Emperor for retuſing to grant us ſome 
Favour in Germany. It is in vain now to inſiſt upon the ſe- 
cret Engagements entered into by the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid, as the Cauſe of that Treaty. Time has fully ſhewn, 
that there never were any ſuch Engagements ; and his late 
Majeſty's Speech from the Throne cannot here be admitted 
as any Evidence of the Fact. Every one knows that, in 
Parliament, the King's Speech is always conſidered as the 
_ of the Miniſter ; and ſurely a Miniſter is not to be 

lowed to bring his own Speech as an Evidence of a Fact in 
his own Juſtification. If it be pretended that his late Majely 
had ſome Sort of Information, that ſuch Engagements had 
been entered into, that very Pretence furniſhes an unanſwer- 
able Argument for an Inquiry ; for as the Information now 
appears to have been groundleſs, we ought to inquire into it, 
becauſe, if it appears to be ſuch an Information as ought 
not to have been believed, that Miniſter ought to be puniſh- 
ed who adviſed his late Majeſty to give Credit to it, and 
to run the Nation into ſuch pernicious Meaſures in Conſe- 
quence of it. 

* At the Time this Treaty was enter'd into, we wanted 
nothing from the Emperor upon our own Account. The 
aboliſhing of the Offend Company was a Demand we had 
no Right to make, nor were we in Intereſt much obliged to 
inſiſt upon it, becauſe that Company would have been more 
prejudicial to the Intereſt, both of the French and _ 

4 
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res Faß - India Trade, than to ours; and if it had been a Point An. 15. Ceo. II. 
e- that concern'd us much, we might probably have gained it, 1741. 
he by 3 to the Vienna Treaty between the Emperor and 
res Spain, or oy guarantying the Pragmatick Sanction, which 
ere we afterwards did in the moſt abſolute Manner, without any 
the Conſideration at all. We wanted nothing from Spain but a 
to arture from the Pretence ſhe had juſt begun, or, I be- 

e lieve, hardly begun to ſet up in an expreſs Manner, with 
not regard to ſearching and ſeizing our Ships in the American 
vi Seas; and this we did not obtain, or perhaps did not defire 
lo to obtain by the Treaty of Seville. By that Treaty we ob- 
es, tained nothing, but we made another Step towards bringing 
of on that Danger which Europe is now involved in, by uniting 
le. the Courts of France and Spain, and laying a Foundation for 
ole a new Breach between the Courts of Spaix and Vienna. 
eſs I ſhall grant, Sir, our Miniſters appear to have been 
ich fond and diligent enough in negociating, and writing Let- 
aty ders and Memorials to the Court of Spain 1 but by all I have 
ale © booked into, it appears, they never rightly underſtood, or 
ex haps would not anderſtand the Point they were negociat- 
er ing about; and as they ſuffered themſelves to be amuled, as 


ve I they fay, with fair Promiſes, for ten Years together, whilſt 
me in the mean Time our Merchants were plunder'd, and our 
le. WW Trade interrupted, we ought to inquire into this Affair; for 
and if it ſhould appear, that they allowed themſelves to be amuſ- 
vn, & with ſuch Anſwers, as no Man of Honour in ſuch Cir- 
ate cumſtances would have taken, nor any Man of Common 


ted {© Senſe been amuſed with, they muſt have had ſome ſecret 
in © Motive for allowing themſelves to be thus impos'd upon; this 
the ſecret Motive we may perhaps diſcover by an Inquiry, and as 
be it muſt be a wicked one, if it can be diſcovered, they ought 
in to be ſeverely puniſhed. 

ly WE Baut, in Excuſe for their Conduct, it is ſaid, our Mini- 
gad ters had a laudable Shineſs of involving their Country in a 
er War. Sir, this Shineſs could not proceed from any Regard 


OW to their Country: It was involved in a War: Spain was car- 
it, WW tying on a War againſt our Trade, and that in the moſt in- 
ght ſulting Manner too, during the whole Time of their Nego- 
h- ciations. It was this very Shineſs, or at leaſt their making 
ind the Court of Spain too ſenſible of it, that at laſt made it ab- 


\fe- ſolutely neceſſary for us to begin a War on our Side. If 
they had at firſt inſiſted properly and peremptorily upon an 


ted explicit Anſwer, Spain would have expreſsly given up the 
"he Pretence ſhe had juſt ſet up ; but by the long Experience we 
ad moped her, ſhe found the Fruits of that Pretence ſo plenti- 
to ful and ſavoury, that ſhe thought them worth riſting a War 
ore bor: and the Damage we had ſuffered became ſo conſiderable, 
CE Ar. Aaz that 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. that it was worth contending for. Beſides, the Court of 


Spain was convinced, that whilſt we were under ſuch an 
Adminiſtration, nothing could provoke us to begin the War 
on our Side; or if we did, it would be managed weakly or 
puſillanimouſly ; and have we not ſince found, that they 
form'd a right Judgment? Nothing, Sir, ever demanded 
more a Parliamentary Inquiry than our Conduct in this War, 
The only Branch of it we have inquired into, we have al. 
ready cenſured and condemned : Is not this a good Reaſon 
for inquiring into every other Branch ? Diſappointment and 
ill Succeſs have always, till now, occaſioned a Parliamentary 
Inquiry. Inactivity of itſelf is a ſufficient Cauſe for an In- 
quiry. We have now all theſe Reaſons concurring. Our 
Admirals Abroad defire nothing more ; becauſe they are 
conſcious that our Inactivity and ill Succeſs would appear not 
to be owing to their Conduct, but to the Conduct of thoſe 
that ſent them out. 

* I cannot conclude, Sir, without taking Notice of the 
two other Foreign Meaſures mentioned by the Hon. Gentle- 
man. Our Conduct in the Year 1734, with regard to the 
War between the Emperor and France, may be eaſily ac- 
counted for, tho' not eaſily excuſed, Ever ſince the laſt 
Acceſſion of our late Miniſter to Power, we ſeem to have 
had a Spite againſt the Houſe of Huſtria. Our Guaranty 
of the Pragmatick Sanction was an Effect of that Spite; 
becauſe we entered into it, when, as has ſince appeared, we 
had no Mind to perform our Engagement ; and by that ſham 
Guaranty got the Emperor to admit of the Introduction of 
the Spaniſh Troops into Italy, which he would not otherwiſe 
have done, The Preparations we made in that Year, the 
Armies we raiſcd, and the Fleets we fitted out, were not to 

ard againſt the Event of the War Abroad, but againſt the 
| Fon of the enſuing Election at Home. The new Com- 
miſſions, the Promotions, and the Money laid out on theſe 
Preparations, were of excellent Uſe at the Time of a Ge- 
neral Election, and, in ſome Meaſure attoned for the Leſs 
of the Exciſe-Scheme ; but France and her Allies were well 
convinced, that we would, in no Event, declare again{ them, 
otherwiſe they would not have dar'd to attack the Emperor 
at that Time; for Maſcouy, Poland, Germany and Britain, 
would have been, by much, an over-Match for them. It was 
not our Preparations that ſet Bounds to the Ambition of 
France, but her getting all ſhe wanted at that Time for her- 
ſelf, and all ſhe deſired for her Allies. Her own Prudence 
directed her, that it was not then a proper Time to puſh her 
Views farther ; becauſe ſhe did not know, but that the Spi- 
rit of this Nation might get the better, as it has ſince _ 
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with regard to Spain, of the Spirit of our Adminiſtration 3 An, 15. Ceo. Il. 


and if this ſhould have happened, the Houſe of Auftria was 
then in ſuch a Condition, that our Aſſiſtance, even tho' late, 
would have been of effectual Service. 

I am ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear the Hon. Gentleman now 
ſay, that we gave up nothing, or got any Thing by our in- 
famous Convention with Spain. Did we not give up the 
Freedom of our Trade and Navigation, by ſubmitting it to 
be regulated by Plenipotentiaries ? Can Freedom be regulat- 
ed without being confined, and conſequently in ſome Part 
deſtroyed ? Did not we give up Georgia, or ſome Part of it, 
by ſubmitting to have new Limits ſettled by Plenipotentia- 
ries? Did we not give up all the Reparation of Honour we 
had ſo juſt a Title to inſiſt on? Did we not give up all 
Reparation of the Damage we had ſuffered, amounting to 
5 or 600,000 /. for the paltry Sum of 27,000 /. For this 
was all Spain promiſed to pay, after deducting the 68,000 J. 
which we, by the Declaration annexed to that Treaty, al- 
lowed her to inſiſt on having from our South-Sza Company, 
under the Penalty of ſtripping them of the A/iento Contract. 
and all the Privileges they were thereby intitled to. Even 
this Sum of 27,000 J. or more, they had before acknowledg- 
ed to be due, on Account of Ships they had allowed to have 
been unjuſtly taken, and had actually ſent Orders for their 
Reſtitution : So that, by this infamous Treaty, we got 
nothing, and gave up every Thing ; and therefore, in my 
Opinion, the Honour of this Nation can never be retrieved, 
unleſs the Adviſers and Authors of it be cenſured and puniſh- 
ed, which cannot regularly be done without a Parliamentary 
Inquiry. 

By theſe, and the like wicked, or weak and puſillani- 
mous Meaſures, we are become the Ridicule of every Court 
in Europe, and have loſt the Confidence of all our antient 
Allies: By theſe we have encouraged France to extend her 
ambitious Views, and now at laſt to attempt carrying them 
into Execution. By bad OEconomy and Extravagance in 
our domeſtick Meaſures, we have brought ourſelves into 
ſuch Diſtreſs at Home, that we are almoſt utterly incapable 
of entering into a War: By Weakneſs or Wickedneſs in our 
foreign Meaſures, we have brought the Affairs of Europe 
into ſuch Diſtreſs, that it is almoſt impoſlible for us to avoid 
entering into a War. By theſe Means we have been brought 
upon the dangerous Precipice on which we now find ourſelves ; 
and ſhall we truſt our being led ſafely off to the ſame Guide 
that has led us on? Sir, it is impoſlible for him to lead us 
off; it is impoſſible for us to get off, without firſt recover- 
ing that Confidence among our antient Allies which this Na- 
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An. 15. Geo. II. tion formerly uſed to have; This we cannot do as long a 
1741- they ſappoſe, that out Counſels are influenced by our late Mi- 
niſter; and this they will ſuppoſe, as long as he has Ac- 
ceſs to the King's Cloſet, and his paſt Conduct remains unin- 
quired into and uncenſured. It is not therefore a Revenge 
for paſt Sufferings, but a Deſire to prevent future, that 
makes me fo ſanguine for this Inquiry. His Puniſhment, let 
it be never fo ſevere, will be but a ſmall Atonement to his 
Country for what is paſt 3 but his Impunity will be the 
Source of many future Miſeries to Europe, as well as to his 
native Country. Let us be as merciful as we will, as any 
Man can reaſonably defire, when we come to pronounce Sen- 
tence ; but Sentence we muſt pronounce, and for this Par. 
poſe we muſt inquire, unleſs we are reſolved to ſacrifice our 
own Liberties, and the Liberties of Europe, to the Preſerva- 
tion of one guilty Man.” 
Then the Queſtion being put upon Lord Limerict's Mo- 
tion, it paſs'd in the Negative by 244 againſt 242. 
Accounts of March 10. Mr Oxenford, from the Commiſſioners of the 
Wool imported Cuſtoms, preſented to the Houſe, an Account of all Wool, 
and exported. and Woollen or Bay- Yarn imported from Ireland to England, 
from Chriſtmas 1729, to Chrifimas 1740: And alſo of the 
Value of Woollen Manufactures exported from England, 
from Chriftmas 1715, to Chriſtmas 1740. 
March 11. A Petition of the Mayor, Cc. of Leeds, com- 
plaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, was 
Petitions relating referred to a Committee. 
to the Woollen A Petition of ſeveral Clothiers of Wiliſbire, repreſenting, 
Trade, That the illicit Liberty taken, of late Years, to ſet up the 
Trade, without having ſerved a lawful Apprenticeſhip, or 
having proper Skill in the Manufacture, hath been one great 
Cauſe of the Decay of the Woollen Trade, was referred 
to the ſame Committee, as thoſe of Dewonſbire. [p. 138.] 
A new Writ for Ordered a new Writ for Montgomery ſhire, in the Room 
Montgomery- of Sir Watkin William W. un, Bart. * who made his Electi- 
ſhire, on for Denbighſhire. 
e Mr Carew reported the Penſion Bill, with certain Amend- 
Bill engroſs' d. ments; and the Queſtion being put that the ſame be recom- 
mitted, it paſſed in the Negative; and the Bill, with the 
Amendments, was ordered to be engroſſed. 
5 Jars Then Sir Milliam Yonge preſented to the Houſe, purſuant 
* 3 — to their Addreſs, [See p. 115] a Copy of the Earl of Hert- 
ſented, ford's * Commiſſion, as Governor of Minorca ; Of Gene- 
ral Anftruther's, as Lieutenant- Governor; And alſo of 2 
nera 


Robert Williams, Eiq; (his Brother) was elected. 
+ See TimBrRtaNnD's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Leds, Vol 8. p. 69, 


(1863) 
2 neral Handaſſd's, as Lieutenant-Governor of Fort St Philip An. 15. Geo. 11, 
li- in Minorca: Likewiſe a Liſt of the Officers on the Eſlabliſ. 1741 
ment of that Ifland, diſtinguiſhing which are preſent, ndl 


fa 
4 which abfent, c. Alſo how long each Regiment has been 
there. | 
— A Petition of the principal Inhabitants of St Martin, St Petitions againg 
let Ame, St James, St Gearge's Hanover Square, and St Mar- Select Veſtrics ; 


aret, Weſtminfter, Complaining of the Illegality, Partiali- 
N 5 and . — of Select Penries, —1 referred to a 
his Committee. 
| March 12. A Petition of the Inhabitants of Sx Martin, And Butchers 
en St James, St Anne Meſiminſtar, St George Hanover Sguare, &c. keeping ; 
ar- St Paul Covent Garden, St Clement Danes, St Mary le Strand, Shops out of 
"uy the Precinct of the Savey, St Mary le Bon, St Giles in the Markets, 
13 Fields, St Andrew Holborn, and St Paul Shadwell, com- 
| plaining of the great Number of Butchers, Poulterers and 
lo. Fichmongers, who keep Shops in the publick Streets out of 
the Markets, was referred to a Committee. 
the Ordered a new Writ for Minehead, in the Room of Fran- A new Writ for 
ol, tis Whitworth 4, Efq; deceaſed. Minehead, 
nd, Reſolved that an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, for ,,,;..1 Tad 
the Copies of all Orders, Inſtructions and Letters, from either dock's Inſtruc 
ns, of the Principal Secretaries of State, or Commiſſioners of tions addreſs'd 
| the Admiralty to Rear Admiral Haddock, and all Letters from for. 
5 him to them ſince the 28th of Jan. 1738. 
March 15. A Petition of the Priſoners of the Mar/oal- 

fea, complaining of their Diſtreſs, was ordered to lie upon 
| the Table. | 

Ordered a new Writ for Port/mouth, in the Room of yy... for Por-. 
Admral Cawendih| ; And another for a Knight of the Shire mouth, and tor 
for Surrey, in the Room of Lord Ba/timore, both made Com- Surrey. 
miſſioners of the Admiralty. 

A Petition of the ſeveral Manufacturers of Gold and Sil- petition relating 
| ver Wire-Lace and Thread, complaining, (inter alia) That to Frauds in 
2 Quantities of Tinſel Copper, &c. brought into this Cold and Silver 
ingdom (partly manufactur'd) is ſpun upon Silk, and Lace 
worked up in Imitation of Gold and Silver-Lace, and comes 
ſo near the real, as tends to the great Diſcouragement of that 
Trade, was referred to a Committee. 

A Petition of John Tuite, the Inventor of a Water-En- aj, for Encou. 
| gine, three Feet ſquare, which, with leſs than one Man's ragement of a 
Labour, can, in one Hour, raiſe 100 Tons of Water to new Water-En- 
the Height of 25 Feet. Cc. was referred to a Committee. Ve. 

| A 


+ Benjamin Periam, Eſq; was elected. 

| He was elected without Oppoſition, but Lord Baltimore was 9ppos'd ; 
* tic Poll ſtood thus, Lord Baltimore 1726 
George Woodroſſe, Eſq; 1702 


| ( 184 ) 
An. 15. Geo. 11, A Petition of the Clothiers of Gloucefer/hire, to the ſame 
1741. Effect as that of Wilthire, [See p. 182. ] was referred to the 
ſame Committee. 
Eſtimates rela- Sir William Yonge preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
ting to the Army. Addreſs to his Majeſty, Eſtimate of the Charge of his Ma- 
jeſty's Forces in the Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar for 
1742: Alſo of the ſeveral Officers appointed for the Expedition 
in America, for 1742: Alſo of the Staff-Officers appointed 
to attend the Hoſpital for the Service of the ſaid Expedition : 
Likewiſe, by his Majeſly's Command, an Account of Ser- 
vices incurred Anno 1741, not provided for by Parliament. 
Petition for en- A Petition of Fohn Byrom, F. R. S. praying Leave for to 
couraging a new bring in a Bill for ſecuring to him the ſole Benefit of teach- 
Method of Short ing and publiſhing bis Method of Short Hand for a Term 
. of Yeats, was referred to a Committee. 
Petition from the A Petition of the Truſtees for Georgia was preſented to 
Truſtees of the Houſe, ſetting forth, (inter alia) That the Petitioners 
Georgia 3 are unable to carry on the good Purpoſes already begun, 
in regard to the ſaid Colony, without the Aſſiſtance of the 
Houſe ; and Mr Sandys having acquainted the Houſe, that 
his Majeſty recommended it to the Houſe to do as they 
think proper; a Motion was made that the ſaid Petition 
be referred to the Committee of Supply : But it paſſed in 
the Negative. 
And alſo of the A Petition of the Royal African Company, praying for 
Aſrican Com- farther Proviſion, was referred to the ſaid Committee: And 
— it was ordered that the ſaid Company do lay before the 
Houſe the Eſtabliſhment for their Forts and Settlements, 
with the Charge for 1741 : And an Account how the Money 
granted laft Seſſion hath been diſpoſed of; with an Eſtimate 
of the Charges thereof for the Year 1742. 
Then it was ordered that the Petitions for the Borough 
of Flint (which had been referred to the Committee of Elec- 
Reſolution a- tions) be heard at the Bar: And it was alſo reſolved, that 
gainſt hearing the ſaid Committee do not proceed on any Petitions now 
any more con- hefore them for undue Elections and Returns. Hereupon a 
teſted Elections. Motion was made to adjourn, but it paſſed in the Negative. 
'Then a Motion being made, 'That no more Petitions for un- 
due Elections be heard at the Bar of the Houſe during this 
Seſſion, except for the Borough of Flint and the Borough of 
Boſfiney, it paſſed in the Affirmative, Yeas 211, Noes 190. 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee on the 
Supply their Reſolution, which was read, and agreed to by 
the Houſe, wiz. That Four Shillings in the Pound be raiſed 
in the Year 1742, upon Lands, Penſions, &c. in England, 
and a proportionable Cels upon Scotland: And a Bill was 
ordered in Purſuance of the ſaid Reſolution, 
Ordered 


Four Shillings 
Land- Tax voted. 


( 185 ) 


Ordered a new Writ for Lewes, in the Room of % An. 15. Geo. It. 
Trevor, * Eſq; made one of the Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


ralty. 


The following is an Account of the ſeveral Years Land- 
Tax ſince the Revolution, before which Time that Tax was 


unknown in England, wiz. 


Tax per Pound, 


Years Tax per Pound. | Years 

1688 — 1 1716 — 
W 18 — — 
OY —— — 3 19 — — 
eee e 20 
W 21 
. 225 — ä — 
eee e eee WK, , 25 — 
96 24 — 
97 — — 28 — — 

1700 2 — —— — 

F 1 30 —0 ʃò— — 
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As England and Wales ſend 513 Members to Parliament; re- 
the following is a Calculation how many Parts in 513 each lating to the 
County paid to the Land-Tax in 1693, which Proporti- Proportion of 
ons are at this Time obſerved in aſſeſſing the Land-Tax ; Members each 


how many 513 Parts each paid to the Subſidies in 1697 
and 


Vol. XIII. B b 


* He was re- elected, 


County ſends te 


1741. 
Writ for Lewes, 


Account of the 
Land- Tax fince 
the Revolution, 


Parliament, 
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An. 15. Geo. II. and how many Members each County ſends to Parlia- 


——ů— 


28 2 22 f 5 
1 EEE Sa algs? 
32283 J 2 2128 
1 EE. , 2 2. als” 
Counties. ns Counties. * F Fire 
Bedfordſhire 71414 Monmouthſhire TS 03 
Berkſhire io] 8 | 9 | Norfolk 22 20 | 12 
Buckinghamſhire | 12 | 7 | 14 | Northamptonh. | 12 8 | 9g 
Cambridgeſhire 9 6 | 6 | * Northumberl. . 
Cheſhire 71] 5 | 4 | Nottinghamſhire 74. $4 9 
* Cornwall 85 | 44 | Oxfordſhire lo 71-9 
* Cumberland 1! 1x 6 | Rutlandſhire C3 I 4-2 
Derbyſhire 6] 4 | 4 | Salop 71 64] 22 
* Devonſhire | 21 | 19 | 26 | Somerſetſhire 19 | 15 | 18 
* Dorſetihire 9 | 6 | 20 | *Southamptonſh. ] 14 | 11 | 26 
* Durham 3141 4 | Staffordſhire 71 64 10 
Eilex 24 | 13 8 | Suffotk 20 | Is | 16 
Glouceſterſhire i2| 8 8 | Surrey 18 | 16 | 14 
Hereiordſhire 5141 $ | Suſſex 16 | 10 | 25 
Herttordſhire | 1181 6 | Warwickſhire 104 816 
Huntingdonſhire 4 | 3 |} 4 | * Weſtmorland I 
Kent 22 | 15 18 * Wilts 13 | 8 | 34 
* Lancaſhire | 5 | 7 | 14 | Worceſterſhire C3. Y 
Lincolnſhire _ 917141 * Yorkſhire 24 | 23 | 30 
Leiceſterſhire 19 | 11 | 12 Wales 11 | 12 | 24 
Middleſex 80 1858 — 
All England and Wales — 1 313 - $23 


Note, That the Proportion of the fix Northern, 7 L. T. Subſ. P. M. 
and five Weſtern Counties, marked thus * $ 103 88 216 
are _—— — | 

And that Middleſex and Effex are 

Cities are included in their reſpective Counties. 


104 193 16 


Accounts order'd March 16. Ordered an Account of the Charge for Tranſ— 

relating to the port Service for the Year 1741; and of the Expence of 

8 * victualling his Majeſty's Land- Forces ſent on the Expedi- 
tions to America, between the 11t of January 1740, and the 
ziſt of December 1741. 

Writs for Dart= Ordered out a new Writ for Con Dartmouth Haranes *, 

mouth and in the Room of George Treby, Eſq; deceaſed ; and another 

Brackley, for Brack/ey, in the Room of George Lee, L. L. D. + made 
a Commitſhoner of the Admiralty. 

Royal Aſfent to The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons 

ſeveral Bills, attending, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent to an AR, For 

granting à certain Sum out of the Sinking Fund, towards the 


Supply 


Lord Archibald Hamilton was elected. 
Þ+ Chairman of the Committee of Privileges and Elections. See 
the Names of the Members who voted for him and Mr Erle, p. 55. 
 Seavaiiis Shirley, Eigz was elected in his Place, 
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Mutiny and Deſertion, &c. Likewiſe to ten private Bills. 1741, 
The ſame Day the Commons paſs'd the Penſion- Bill, K 
on a Diviſion, Ayes 233, Noes 153, which Mr Carta was br mg 
ordered to carry to the Lords, and deſire their Concurrence. © 
March 17. Mr Pulteney preſented to the Houſe a Bill to hn ,v ting to 
explain and amend the Laws touching the Election of Mem- Returning Oli 
bers; and to reſtrain the Partiality, and regulate the Con- c*:s. 
duct of Returning Officers at ſuch Elections; which was 
read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be 
printed. 
Mr Comptroller reported to the Houſe his Majeſty's An- 
ſwer to their Addreſs of the 12th Inſtant, wiz. That he King's Anfoer 
will give Directions, that there be laid before the Houſe relating to Ad- 
* Copies of all the Orders, Inſtructions, and Letters deſired miral Haddock. 
by the ſaid Addreſs, that do in any wiſe relate to the 
Crown of Spain, or the Conduct to be held by Rear- Ad- 
miral Haddock, in reſpect of that Crown, or the Fleets or 
Ships thereof, either ſeparately or in Conjunction wich 
the Fleets or Ships of any other Power.' 
A Petition of German Pole, Eſq; [See 5. 135.] complain- petition for 
ing of an undue Election and Return for Derby, was ordered Derby. 
to be heard at the Bar, on the gth of April. 
March 18. The Houſe proceeded to the Hearing the Pe- 
tion of Thomas Foſter and Richard Liddel, Eſꝗts, complain- 
ing of an undue Election and Return for Boney, [See p. 31.] 
A Witneſs being examined as to the Right of Election for — Ro 
the ſaid Borough, and as to the Conſtitution thereof, to ond Time. 
prove, that ſeveral Perſons, who voted for the now Sitting 
Members, were not legally admitted Free Burgeſſes of the 


aid Borough, whole Votes being deducted, the Counſel for 
the Petitioners inſiſted, that they had a legal Majority; the 


Houſe was informed by a Member, that he was authorized 


” to declare, that Meſſcs Sabine and Tower deſired to give 


the Houſe no farther Trouble: Hereupon it was ſeverally 
reſolved, that John Sabine and Chriſtopher Tower, Eſqrs, 


| were not duly elected; and that Thomas Foſter and Richard 


CS — 


Liddell, Eſqrs, were duly elected for the ſaid Borough: Ard 
the Clerk of the Crown amended the Return. 

Sir William Yonge preſented to the Houſe (purſuant to Elimite vol. 
Addreſs) a Liſt of the reduced Officers on Halt-pay : And is to Hat, 
(by his Majeſty's Command) a Liſt of the Widows of re- iy. 
duced Officers on IIalf pay, with an Eitimate of the Charge 
for 1742. 

March 19. Ordered a new Writ for Leaminfter ®, in the Writ for 1.25 
Room of John Cafevall, Eſq; deceaſed. minſt-:, 

1741. B b 2 March 

* Robert Harley, Ef:; who poll'd 2 10, was elcQed [See p. 5.] 

Sir Robert Cornewall poll'd 101. 


Supply for the Year 1742, and to an Act, For puuicbiig An. 15. Geo. II. 


— — — xv - 


( 188 ) 
An. 15. Ceo. II. March 22. A Bill was ordered to be brought in for 
1741. ſecuring to John Byrom the ſole Right of publiſhing and 
teaching, for a certain Term of Years, the Art of Short 

Hand. 
Place- Bill paſs d. Then the Bill for the better ſecuring the Freedom of 
Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers in the 
Houſe of Commons, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and 
ſent to the Lords by Mr Sandys, Chancellor of the Exche- 

uer. 
Election for Mr Hume Campbell having reported from the Committee 


Tamworth, of Privileges and Elections, That John Floyer, Eſq; was not 


duly elected a Burgeſs for Tamworth ; and that Charles 
Cotes, Eſq; was duly elected for the ſaid Borough, [ See p. 10.] 
the Houſe agreed with the Committee. 
Cardiganſhire, Alſo that Walter Lloyd, Eſq; was not duly elected a 
Knight of the Shire for Cardiganſhire ; and that Thomas 
Poavell, Eſq; was duly elected. 
And Flint deter. ben the Hou. proceeded to the farther Hearing of the 
. © Petitions for the Borough of Flint, which had been heard 
in Part on the 17th and 19th Inſtant. And a Member having 
declar'd, that he was authorized by Sir George Wynne, the 
ſitting Member, to acquaint the Houle, that they having on 
the 19th reſolved, * that the Inhabitants of the Boroughs oi 
Flint, Rhjdlan, Caerwys, Caergurley and Overton (including 
Knolton and Overton Foreign ) renting Lands or Tenements, fer 
which the Landlords thereof, only, pay Scot and Lot, have 
not a Right to vote in the Election of a Burgeſs for the 
Borough of Flint) the Sitting Member deſired to give the 
Houſe no farther Trouble. Hereupon it was reſolved chat 
Richard Williams, Eſq; was duly elected. 
March 23. A Petition of Samue! Webber, ſetting forth, 
Mr Webber's that he has, at very great Expence contrived a Method to 
Scheme relating prevent the Exportation of Wool to foreign Parts, and pre- 
to the Woolten ſented to the Houſe, at the End of the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
Trades prelent®. 1;ament, a Scheme, which he apprehends, would be effectual 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and may be put in Execution 
without any Expence to the Publick, and in its Conſequence 
produce large Sums, towards the lefſening our Taxes, and 
diſcharging the National Debt; was referred to the Conſi— 
deration of the Grand Committee on the Woollen Trade; 
and it was order'd that he might be heard before the ſaid 
Committee. 
'Then the Serjeant at Arms was order'd to go to the 
Court of Requeſts, and the Places adjacent, and ſummon 
the Members to attend, which being done, Lord Limeric“ 
ſtood up and ſpoke to the following Effect: 
Ser, 
This Reſolution was carried by a Majority of 194 2gainſt 99. 
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( 139 ) 
Sir, An. 15. Geo. II. 
Notwithſtanding the bad Succeſs of my laſt Motion * 1741. 
for inquiring into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs, 
it ſhall not diſcourage me from offering you another of ep reg ar” 
* {ame Nature; becauſe, I think, our making ſome Sort of Ges bobs: tha T 
Inquiry, during this Seſſion of Parliament, abſolutely neceſ- Conduct of Ro- 
ſary for quieting the Minds of the People, and for reſtoring, bert Earl of Or- 
in ſome Degree, the Character and Credit cf our Govern- fend, for the laft 
ment. What Sort of Company ſome Gentlemen may keep, . 
I do not know; but to me who keep all Sorts of Company, 
the Diſappointment upon the former Motion's being re- 
jected, appeared evident in the Face of every Man, who 
had not Reaſon, upon his own Account, or the Account of 
* ſome of his Friends, to dread the Conſequences of that In- 
= quiry. And whatever we may think within Doors, it will 
be thought without, nay, it is now generally ſaid, that if 
* ſome People were not conſcious of their own Guilt, they 
= would not ſo vigorouſly oppoſe an Inquiry; for an innocent 
Man, when he finds himſelf accuſed or ſuſpected, will al- 
| ways defire to be brought to a fair and legal Trial, that 
he may have an Opportunity to vindicate his Character a- 
gainſt thoſe Whiſpers that are ſpread about againſt it. 'This, 
+ dir, is the Language now held without Doors, and the cer- 
tain Conſequence will be, that if we let this Seſſion pals 
over without any Inquiry, it will be ſaid, that a Majority 
of us have been Partakers in the Guilt, and Partners in the 
Plunder of our Country. 
Prom hence, Sir, I muſt hope, that every innocent Man 
in this Houſe, (and now that one Man is gone from amongſt 
us, I hope, all of us are ſo,) will be for the Queſtion I am 
now to propoſe, becauſe I have taken Care to prevent its 
being liable to the two chief Objections that ſeemed to pre- 
vail againſt my laſt Motion. Theſe were, its being too ex- 
tenſive as to Time, and too extenſive as to Matter. An 
Inquiry for twenty Years back was thought to be without 
Precedent, and that it would be ſuch a Precedent as might 
be of dangerous Conſequence in future Times. This was 
one of the chief Objections againſt it, and an Objection 
which, I believe, had Weight with ſome whoſe Concurrence 
I hope to be favoured with in this Motion. And the other 
Objection was, its comprehending all our foreign as well as 
domeſtick Affairs, which muſt of courſe have brought all 
the Papers relating to our foreign Negotiations before our 
Committee. To this it was objeQed, that it would endan- 
| ger the Diſcovery of ſome of the molt important Secrets of 
2 eur Government to our Enemies, which might be of me 
mot 


Lord Limerick“: 


See bciore, p. 139. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. moſt fatal Conſequence now that we are engaged in one 


War, and in-great Likelihood of being ſoon obliged to en. 
gage in another. 'This likewiſe ſeemed to have Weight, 
and, I believe, prevailed with ſome Gentlemen to be again 
my former Motion; for which Reaſon I ſhall now only 
move, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the 
Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, during the laſt Ten 
Years of his being Firſt Commillioner of the "Treaſury, and 
Chancellor and Under- Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer 

« Sir, I hope the Time of Inquiry propoſed by this Mo. 
tion will not be thought too extenſive ; for conſidering the 
chief Crime of a domeſtick Nature, , he has been accuſed of, 
our Inquiry canact, I think, be confined within narrower 
Bounds. The Crime I mean, is that of applying not only 
all the Favours of the Crown, but even the publick Money, 
towards gaining a corrupt Influence at Elections and in Par. 
liament. This he is generally accuſed of by the Voice of 
the People without Doors, and, I believe, there is not a 
Gentleman in this Houſe that has been choſen in Oppoſition 
to what was called the Court Intereſt, who was not ſenſible 
of ſome ſuch Practices being carried on againſt him, before 
and at the Time of his Election. Every Gentleman mutt 
be ſenſible, that it is very difficult to fix ſuch Practices upon 
a Miniſter, becauſe they are not only carried on in an hi- 
den Manner, but by Tools and Under-Agents, who do not 
appear at the Election as Agents for the Miniſter, but as 
Agents for the Court Candidate; and generally ſpend their 
Money very freely, tho” it is ofter. known, that neither they 
nor their Candidate had ever any Money of their own to 
ſpare. Nay, thoſe Agents are often known to be Treafury- 
Agents, tho' in the common Courſe of Jultice it is impoſlible 
to prove that they are. It will even be difficult for a Com- 
mittee of this Houſe, with all the Powers we can give them, 
to trace this Practice up to its original Source; but, con- 
ſidering the general Suſpicion without Doors, and the many 
ſlrong Reaſons there are for believing that Suſpicion to be 
well grounded, we ought certainly to aim at it ; and if we 
do, we cannot begin later than the Time when canvaſſing 
may be ſuppoſed to have begun for the chuſing of the laſt Par- 
liament, which, I reckon, was about ten Years ago; for as 
that Parliament was choſen in the Summer 1734, we mult 
ſuppoſe that the Candidates, eſpecially where there was like 
to be an Oppoſition, begun to take Meaſures for ſecuring 
their Intereſt in the Summer 1732, which will juſt come 
within the Term of ten Years, computing back from this 
Time. 
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For this Reaſon, I hope this will appear to be the An. 15. Geo. II. 
| Hortelt Time I could move for; and as it is much ſhorter 1 41. 
than the Time propoled by my laſt Motion, i hope, I ſhall 
have the Concurrence of many Gentlemen who then ap- 
: peared againſt me; eſpecially as I have likewiſe in this taken 
Care to obviate the other Objection, of its being too cxten- 
© five as to the Matters propoſed to be enquired into; for as 
| this noble Lord had by none of his Offices any Thing to do 
with foreign Affairs, this Motion cannot be ſaid to relate to, 
or comprehend any Affairs of that Nature, unleſs it be ſup- 
5 poſed, that this Miniſter directed every other Branch of 
publick Buſineſs, as well as that of the 'Treaſury, which, I 
am ſure, none of his Friends will pretend to ſay, becauſe 
this would be as great a Crime as any he is accuſed of. 
This Motion cannot therefore be ſuppoſed to relate to any 
| foreign Affair, and, conſequently, an Inquiry into this Noble- 
man's Conduct, cannot be ſuppoſed to endanger the Diſco- 
very of any of the Secrets of our Government. Nay, if he, 
| whilſt he was in Office, confined himſelf to the Duty of his 
| Office, our Inquiry, in purſuance of this Motion, can com- 
ptehend but one Branch even of our domeſtick Affairs, and 
that Branch too, which, of all others, has the leaſt to do 
with our foreign Affairs. An Inquiry into the Conduct of 
a Secretary of State, a Secretary at War, a Commiſſioner 
| of the Admiralty, or even the Lord High Chancellor, might 
de ſaid to have ſome Relation to foreign Affairs; but I 
cannot ſuggeſt to myſelt what a Commiſtoner of the Trea- 
fury can have to do with foreign Affairs, or how an Inquiry 
into his Conduct can have the leaſt Relation to any foreign 

Affair whatſoever ; conſequently, I hope, this Motion wall 
appear to be quite free from that Objection which ſeemed 

to be urged with ſo much Weight againſt my former; and 

as fo much has in this Seſſion been ſaid, upon former Oc- 
caſions, about the Neceſſity of an immediate Inquiry, I 
ſhall add no more, but move to reſolve, That a Commit- 
tee be appointed, as I have before mentioned. 


This Motion being ſeconded by Sir John St Aubin, the sir q. St Aubin, 
Hon. Horatio Walpole *. jun. ſpoke to this Effect: 

ir, 

* Whatever were the prevailing Objections, or may be Mr 11. Walpole, 
{thought to have been the prevailing Objections againſt the jun. 
former Motion, by ſome Gentlemen, that of its being too 
extenſive, either as to Time or Matter, was far from being 
the moſt prevailing with me. The Objection which pre- 
vailed moit with me againſt the laſt, and will equally prevail 
againſt 

* Youngeſt Son of the Earl of Orford, 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. againſt this, was, that, I think, we have no Cauſe for an 


Inquiry, and, if we had, this is not a proper Time for it. 
The Suſpicions that are entertained, and the Clamours that 
are made without Doors, are neither the Suſpicions nor the 
Clamours of ſenſible and diſcerning Men, nor of Men of 
Fortune and Circumſtances in our Country, unleſs it be ſuch 
as cover their Diſaffection to the Royal Family under th: 
Cloak of being diſcontented with the Meaſures purſued by 
the Adminiſtration. They are the Suſpicions and Clamour 
either of Jacob ites and Republicans, or of the mere Mob; 
and, I hope, I ſhall never ſee the Meaſures or Proceedings of 
this Houſe directed by either of theſe Sorts of Men. II 
you were to be directed by Facobites and Republicans, you 
would not only inquire, but hang up every Man that dared 
to ſerve the Royal Family now upon our Throne, that they 
might thereby, at laſt, get the Royal Family itſelf baniſhed 
out of the Kingdom; and, if you were to be directed by 
the Mob, you would, ſor their Diverſion, and for no other 
Cauſe, ſend ſome Miniſter or other every other Year to 5. 
burn or Tower-Hill. Such an Execution would be a Holy. 
day to all the Children, *Prentices, and Journeymen abcut 
London ; and if they are diverted, they trouble their Head: 
very little at whoſe Expence, or about the Juſtice of the 
Sentence. 

* 'The Suſpicions or the Murmurs without Doors are never 
to be a Rule for our Proceedings, unleſs we are fully cor- 
vinc'd, that there is ſome very good Ground for thoſe Suſpici- 
ons and Murmurs ; and this, I think, cannot with Reaſon 
be ſaid by any Gentleman at preſent. The only Ground of 
Complaint which the Noble Lord was pleaſed to hint at, 
was that of applying the publick Money, and all the Favour 
of the Crown, towards gaining a corrupt Influence at Electi. 
ons and in Parliament. Sir, with Regard to the Favours of 
the Crown, I do not ſee how any Miniſter can be made to 
anſwer for their Diſpoſal, becauſe they are directly diſpoſed 
of by the King himſelf, who very often diſpoſes of them 
without ſo much as aſking the Advice of the Miniſter, whole 
proper Department they belong to; and therefore, if any 
Fault could be ſuppoſed to have been committed in this Re. 
ſpect, it would be a Charge againſt the King himſelf ; which, 
I hope, will be allowed to be a Sort of a Charge that can. 
not be brought by this Houſe, or by either Houſe of Parl. 
ament. Perhaps, thoſe Favours have been lately grantec 
generally to thoſe, or the Friends of thoſe, that approve! 
his Majeſty's Meaſures in Parliament. Sir, it is very natu- 
ral they ſhould be ſo diſpoſed of: They have always bee! 


ſo diſpoſed of, His Majeſty, I am very ſure, never propoſe; 


mud 
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much leſs purſues any Meaſure but what he thinks right ; An. 15. Geo. II. 


therefore he mult ſuppoſe thoſe Gentlemen to be the beſt 
Friends to their Country, who approve of and ſupport his 
Meaſures in Parliament; and I hope it will not be imputed 
to him, or to any of his Miniſters as a Crime, to beſtow the 
Favours of the Crown upon thoſe they think the beſt Friends 
to their Country. This, I hope, will anſwer for thoſe Fa- 
vours of the Crown that are beſtowed upon Members of Par- 
liament 3 and, if they have any Favours in their Gift, or 
can obtain any Favours from the Crown for other Perſons, 
they are, in Gratitude, obliged to diſpoſe of thoſe Favours 
among thoſe who ſypported their Intereſt at their Election. 
This has always been the Practice, it always will, it always 
ought to be the Practice; becauſe, as I have ſaid, it is what 
Gentlemen are in Gratitude bound to do ; and to be grate- 
ful will never, I hope, be deem'd criminal. 

If this, Sir, is to be call'd a corrupt Influence, it is 
impoſſible for us to be without it, as long as the Crown has 
any Favours to beltow. It is what every Gentleman prac- 
tiles, and ought to practiſe in his private Capacity as well 
as in his publick. If he has any Favours to beſtow, if he 
can procure any Favours, as a good Citizen he ought to 
beſtow them vpon, or procure them for thoſe that, in his 
Opinion, deſerve belt of their Country, and if he purſues what 
he thinks the Intereſt of his Country, he mult think thoſe 
Men deſerve beſt of their Country who approve of the Meaſures 
he approves of, and ſupport him in the Purſuit of them. This 
may, indeed, be a corrupt Influence, with regard to ſome of 
thoſe upon whom the Favours are beſtowed : They may, per- 
haps, pretend to approve of, and may ſupport their Patron in 
the Purſuit of Meaſures which they do not in their Hearts ap- 
prove of; but, with regard to him, it is no corrupt Influ- 
ence, as long as he purſues thoſe Meaſures which, he thinks, 
will contribute moſt to the Security and IJappineſs of his 
Country. In the Perſon who beſtows, the Ditpoſal of Favours 
can never be ſuppoſed to be with a Deſign to to procure a 
corrupt Influence ; nor can it be imputed to him as a Crime; 
unleſs he purſues ſuch Meaſures as he knows to be deſt ruc- 
tive to his Country; and as this is a Crime in the Mind on- 
ly, we can never diſcover it by an Inquiry, nor can it be 
juſtly puniſhed by any ſublunary Power : It can neither be 
detected nor puniſhed by any Thing but the Hand of God. 

* With regard to the Diſpoſal of publick Money, it is 
eaſter, indeed, to diſcover a criminal Practice. If that has 
been diſpoſed of towards bribing Votes, either in Parliament 
or at Elections, and without a Pretence of any real and ho- 
neſt Service perform'd to the Publick, it may be detected, 
znd ought to be puniſhed, But there are two very ſtrong 
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lately been made uſe of. Such Practices, as all criminal Prac. 
tices are, are generally carried on in a hidden Manner; but 
to iſſue Money from the Treaſury for this Purpoſe, I think 
impoſſible to be done in a hidden Manner. There are ſo ma- 
ny Commiſſioners, and ſo many Clerks attending that Board, 
that ſuch a Practice could not long eſcape a Diſcovery ; and 
beſides, there muſt be ſo many Agents employed to carry 
this Money to the Country, and to diſtribute it in a proper 
Manner, that no \ian of common Senſe would truſt to the 
Secret's being kept. Some one of thoſe to whom it muſt be 
communicated, u d certainly, either out of Regard to his 
Country, or in xpeRaton of a Reward, or from ſome 
Diſappointment, become an Informer, and a direct Evidence 
againit the high Criminal. As no ſuch Thing has happened: 
As the Noble Lord does not ſo much as pretend, that he has 
any ſuch Information or Evidence, I muſt ſuppoſe, that no 
ſuch Crime has been lately committed. Even if there were 
a general Rumour among Men of Senſe and Diſcretion with- 
out Doors, that ſuch a Crime had been frequently commit- 
ted, I ſhould look upon it as a mere groundleſs Rumour, un- 
leſs ſome Gentleman of Character could ſay, he had direct 
Evidence to produce. 
* Another Argument, Sir, for my thinking the committing 
of this Crime impoſlible, is the Method introduced by the Re- 
volution, of appropriating all Parliamentary Grants, and the 
regular Accounts of the Diſpoſal of all publick Monies that 
have bcen of late Years laid annually before the Parliament. 
Theſe Grants are generally ſo far from having any Exceſs or 
Surplus, that they are often inſufficient for anſwering the Servi- 
ces to which they are appropriated by Parliament; and if ever 
any Surplus has ariſen, it has always been accounted for, and 
has been applied by the next jucceeding Seſſion to the Service 
of the enſuing Year. From hence, I think it impoſſible to 
iuppoſe, that any one of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
or all of them together, if they were Confederates in the 
Crime, could have the Command of ary publick Money, 
which they might apply towards carrying on the PraQtice 
complained of. I ſay, Sir, they could have the Command of 
no public Money, which they could apply to this Purpoſe, 
unlels they took it from the Civil Liſt Revenue ; and if we 
conſider the many Checks the Diſpoſal of that Revenue is 
liable to, and the great Care his Majeſty takes of that Part 
of it which is drawn out by ſpecial Warrant, we cannot ſup- 
pole that they could apply any Part of that Revenue to the 
carrying on of ſuch a Practice, eſpecially ſuch large Sums 
as would be neceilary for carry ing it on with Effect, without 
ſuppoſing) 
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ſuppoſing, which God forbid any one ſhould ſuppoſe, that An. 15. Geo, 11, 


his Majeſty himſelf was a Socius Crimints. 
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« For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I cannot ſuppoſe we have te WV 


leaſt Cauſe or Reaſon for ſetting up ſuch an Inquiry as is 
propoſed by this Motion ; and with all due Regard to this 
Houſe, I mult ſay, that if an Inquiry were ſet up, as, | 
hope there never will, without any apparent Cauſe whatever, 
T ſhould very much ſuſpeR, that it proceeded from Malice 
and Reſentment, in which Caſe I ſhould very little expect, 
that the Perſon whoſe Conduct was by ſuch Means to be in- 
quired into, ſhould meet with any Candour or fair "Treat- 
ment. If I judge more favourably of the Cauſe and Cha- 
raſter of the Noble Lord, whoſe Conduct is ſo particularly 
propoſed to be inquired into, than other Gentlemen do, I 
hope the Connection I have with him, the natural Duty I 
owe him, will plead my Excuſe. If I thought his Charac- 
ter ſuffered among the valuable and diſcerning Part of Man- 
kind, and ſuch as are true Friends to our happy Conſlitution, 
and the Royal Family now upon our Throne, as I am fully 
convinced cf his Innocence, the ſame Duty that now prompts 
me to be the firſt to oppoſe an Inquiry into his Conduct, 
would, in that Caſe, prompt me to be the firſt to propoſe it, 
as ſoon as a proper Time preſented for that Purpoſe, which 
I cannot think the preſent is. 

When the Nation, Sir, is in ſo much Danger, when 
our beſt and moſt natural Ally upon the Continent is in the 
moſt imminent Danger of being deſtroyed, or ſo much redu- 
ced as never for the future to be able to do us any Service; 
waen we ought to employ all our Time in contulting and 
taking proper Meafures for extricating ourſelves and our Al- 
lies from the Danger tha: now threaten all of us; would it 
be proper, would it be prudent for us to take vp our Time 
with inquiring into the little Frauds that may have been 


committed in the Management of our publick Revenur, 


ſuppoſing we were certain that ſome ſuch had been commit— 
ted? It would give the Courts Abroad tuci a mean Opinion 
of our Prudence, or ſuch a Suſpicion of our Zeal for the 
preſent Relief of Europe, that none of them would treat 
with us, or enter into any Concert or Negociation with our 
Sovereign, 

* For this Reaſon, Sir, if the Caſe were ſuch as I have 
juſt mentioned © If from thence 1 thought myſelf bound in 
Duty and Affection to the beſt of Parents, as well as out of 
regard to myſelf, to promote an Inquiry, in order to vinC!- 
cate a Character in which I glory, and from Which I hope 
to reap Honour as long as I live, I ſhould at the preten:t 
Criſis, and till I ſay my Country out cf Danger, ſuſpend 

1741. 8 2 m. 


— - 
Zr —— — — 


— — — 
* 
- — 
— — 


— 
— 


— 


— — — 


— 


1741. 


Afr Digby, 


6: 190-3 


Ar. 15. Geo, II. my aiming at that Satisfaction. An Inquiry into any Mini. 


ller's Conduct always has, and always will increaſe the Vio- 
lence of thoſe Animoſities, which mult reign amongſt us as 
long as we are a free People; for let a Miniſter be never { 
innocent, let the Inquiry be never fo |tri&t and impartial, let 
his Juſtification be as clear as the Sun, there will remain 
ſome cloudy Minds where no Truth can penetrate, and the 
Animoſity of ſuch will receive freſh Vigour from their Dau. 
appointment, On the other Hand, let a Miniſter be never 
ſo guilty, let his Sentence be never ſo moderate, there will 
be ſome, perhaps many, whoſe Friendſhip will obſtruct the 
Rays of Truth: They will think he has met with Injullice, 
_ their Revenge will add Violence to their Animoſity. T: 
this a proper Time to create fuch a Diſpute or Diviſion? 
Our Enemies Abroad would certainly offer Aſſiſtance to the 
offended Party at Home, and their Diſappointment or Re- 
venge might {mother thoſe Yearnings which would otherwiſe 
ariſe in Favour of the Peace and Safcty of their Country, 

Thus, Sir, as | think we have at preſent no Cauſe, and 
as, I think, this would be a very improper Time for ſetting 
up any Inquiry into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs: 
As theſe were the two chief Arguments that prevailed with 
me to be againſt the laſt Motion for an Inquiry ; and as 
both theſe militate as ſtrongly againſt the Inquiry now pro- 
poſed, I mult give my Negative to the Noble Lord's Mo- 
tion.” 


This was anſwer'd by the Hon. Edward Digby, as follows: 
Sir, 

I believe, Sir, every Man preſent in this Houſe, will 
readily excuſe the young Gentleman who firſt oppoſed this 
Motion, for giving his Negative to the Queſtion. I believe 
no one expects his Approbatien of ſuch a Queſtion ; becauſe, 
I am convinced, he thinks the noble Lord, whoſe Conduct 
is now propoſed to be inquired into, was never guilty of any 
Crime, nor ſuſpected to be ſo by any Gentleman of For- 
tune and Character in this Kingdom. He may, perhaps, 
have now and then heard a Huzza upon an unlucky Occaſi- 
on among the Mob in the Streets ; but ſurely no Gentleman 
would be ſo unpolite, except in this Place, where we are in 
Honour obliged to ſpeak our Minds freely, as to inſinuate to 
the Son the leaſt Suſpicion, that his Father had plunder'd his 
Country, miſapplied the publick Money, and form'd a 
Scheme for overturning the happy Conſtitution. I ſhould 
not have been ſo perſonal, Sir, if I had not thought it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to ſay what was proper for preventing the 
Hon. Gentleman's ſtrong Aſſertions from having any Weight 
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in this Houſe. He may belicve what he aſſerts to be true: An. 15. Geo. II. 


Jam perſuaded he cyes ; but he cannot be ſuppoſed to know 
the Fact, therefore his Aſſertion can have no Authority; 
and, I believe there are many Gentlemen in this Houſe, who 
are in the ſame Circumitances with him. 

* But, Sir, I would have that Gentleman, and every 
other Gentleman, to take Care what they ſay, when they 
inſinuate, that no Gentleman of Senſe and Fortune, unleſs 
he be a Jacobite or Republican, has the lealt Suſpicion of 
the noble Lord's Conduct now under our Conſideration. 
Have not they, upon former Occaſions, heard many Gentle- 
men in this Houle, not only declare their having Suſpicions, 
but give, what I tnought, inconteltabls Reaſons for ſhewing, 
that thoſe Suſpicions are well grounded? I believe, none of 
thoſe Gentlemen will be directly charged with being a Man 
of no Fortune or CharaQer, or with being a Taczsbite or 
Republican; and they have, upon all Occaſions, ſhewn 
themſelves to be Men of as good Senſe as thoſe who aſſert 
the contrary, It would be unlucky for his Majeſty, and 
his Family, as well as for our preſent happy Conſtitution, if 
all were Jacebites or Republicans that ſuſpeR our late Mi- 
niſter's Conduct: His Majeſty would find many of them, 
perhaps a Majority, both in his Army, and among his Ser- 
vants, who, tho" they diſſemble their Sentiments at preſent, 
would certainly declare themſelves openly, and take Mea- 
ſures accordingly, upon the firſt favourable Opportunity. 
Thoſe who have a true Regard for the Security of his Ma- 
jelty's Government, will be extremely cautious of propagating 
ſuch Accuſations. It was the Cultom of King Charles the 
Firſt's Court, in the Beginning of his Reign, to tax all thoſe 
who oppoſed their arbitrary Meaſures with being Puritans : 
What was the Conſequence ? Molt of thoſe Men actually 
became ſo, and thereby made the Puritans ſuch a power- 
ful Party in the Kingdom, as at laſt pulled down that unfor- 
tunate King from the Throne he fate on, and, de fond en 
comble, overturned the Conſtitution of our Government. 

* As there are certainly great Complaints without Doors, 
of Miſapplication and Corruption: As this Fact is proved 
by the Teſtimony of many Gentlemen in the Houſe, who 
have no Places, Penſions, or Preferments to beſtow, and, 
conſequently, are better Judges than thoſe that have ; if I 
were a Placeman and a Friend to our late Minilter, as all, 
| think, of his Friends are, tho', from the Complaiſance, 
or, perhaps, Diſſimulation of thoſe I converſed with, I had 
never heard of there being any ſuch Complaints without 
Doors, yet from the Teſtimony of ſo many Gentlemen who 
are the beſt Judges of the People's Sentiments, I ſhould _ 

tainly 
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An. 15. Geo. II. tainly believe the Fact, and as a Friend to the Miniſter 
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or to my Country, ſhould join in this Motion, in order tg 
vindicate my Friend if innocent, or expoſe him to the Juftice 
of the Nation if guilty, 

That all the Titles, Honours, Penſions, Places and othe: 
Favours of the Crown, have for twenty Years pail been 
diſpoſed of to none but lach as voted in Parliament, or a: 
Elections, according to the Direction of the Miniſter : Thet 
within theſe ten Years ſeveral Perſons of high Rank and 
great Merit have been diſmiſſed from all the Offices the; 
held at the Pleaſure of the Crown, for no other known 0; 
aſſignable Reaſon, but becauſe they oppoſed the Miniſter in 
Parliament: That Officers in the Army aud Navy who got 
themſelves Seats in this Houſe, and voted as they were bid, 
have gain'd Preferments out of their Rank, to the Diſap- 
pointment of Officers of longer Service and greater Merit ir 
their military Capacity: Theſe Things are known to all 
Men, both within Doors and without; and are of them— 
ſelves a ſtrong Preſumption, if not a certain Proof, that 
our Miniſter had a formed Deſign to overthrow our Con. 
llitution, by eltabliſhing a corrupt Influence in Parliament, 

* To tell us, that the King diſpoſes of his Favours him- 
ſelf, often without the Advice of the Miniſter, whoſe Dc- 
partment they properly belong to, can be of no Weight in 
this Houſe. By our Conſtitution the King can do no wrong, 
but every Miniſter is anſwerable to Parliament, if the King 
by his Advice, does any Thing that is wrong. As ſoon 25 
he diſcovers ſuch illegal Practices, he ought to adviſe the 
King againſt it, and if he finds his Maſter will not talze hi: 
Advice, he ought directly to throw up his Imployment, aud 
impeach the Miniſter who has given ſuch wicked Advice 
to his Sovereign. 

Sir, it is a new Doctrine in this Nation, and abſo!utely 
inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, to tell us, that his Ma. 
jeſty may, and ought, in the Diſpoſal of Offices or Favours, 
to conſider Gentlemens Behaviour in this Houſe. Let his 
Majeſty be never ſo well convinced of the Wiſdom, and 
Uprightneſs of his Meaſures, he ought not to take the leaſt 
Notice of what is ſaid or done by any particular Man in 
this Houſe. He is a Traitor to our Conſtitution that ad- 
viſes his Majeſty to do ſo ; and I am ſorry the Expreſſion 
fell from the Hon. Gentleman, becauſe it will be ſuppoled 
that he is conſcious, or has heard of ſomething of this Na— 
ture being done. If Reports are carried to his Majelly, 
with Regard to the Behaviour of any particular Genileman 
in this Houſe, or at an Election, he ought to do with them 
as it is ſaid King Villiam did with the Papers of a Plot he 

had 
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had diſcovered. By peruſing one of them, he found Rea- An. x 5. Geo. II. 


ſon to ſuſpect ſome of his Courtiers had been concerned: 
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Whereupon he threw them all into the Flames, that they /. 


might not furniſh him with Suſpicions againſt thoſe he took 
to be his Friends. The ſame Monarch ſhewed another In- 
{ance of his Generoſity, and of his Regard for our Conſti- 


tation : A Poſt in the Army having fallen vacant, the Gen- 


| tleman who had the next Right to it, happened to be a 


Member of this Houſe, and one that had oppoſed the Court, 
which few Officers do now a-days : The Miniſters, as uſual, 


© were againſt his Preferment, becauſe he had oppoſed the 
King's Meaſures in Parliament; but the King told them, 
che Gentleman had always behaved well as an Officer, and 


he had nothing to do with his Behaviour in Parliament ; fo 


gare him the Commiſſion he had by his Rank a Right to. 
This was acting like the King of a free People, and it 
might be expected from him, becauſe he was brought up in 
a Country where the People had ſome Rights and Privileges 


to pretend to. Every Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms ought 


A 


: to act in the ſame Manner, he muſt act ſo as long as we 
have an independent Parliament, otherwiſe he will get no 


Miniſters to ſerve him, if they have a Regard to their own 
Safety; for tho' by our Conſtitution our King can do no 
wrong, and therefore we cannot call him to an Account, 
yet every Miniſter is anſwerable for the King's Behaviour 
as well as his own, in the Buſineſs belonging to his particu- 
lar Department, and, conſequently, is for his own Safety 


& obliged to throw up, if the King does any Thing by kim- 
& ſelf, and without or againſt his Advice, which ſeems to be 
& inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution. 


* Suppoſe, Sir, a Miniſter thinks the Meaſures right, and 


& for the Benefit of the Nation: Suppoſe they really are ſo; 
pet he may be guilty of corrupt Practices in procuring the 
Approbation of Parliament. If he threatens a Member with 
the Loſs of his Place, or with a Denial in any reaſonable 
Suit he is to make to the Crown, as a Conſequence of his 
& oppoſing that Meaſure, or what are called the King's Mea- 


ſures in Parliament: If by his Conduct he ſhews, that this 


will be the Conſequence of oppoſing any Court Candidate at 
Elections, or any Court Meaſure in Parliament, he is guilty 
of corrupt Practices; and therefore this Crime is not ſo much 
2 Crime of the Mind as the Hon. Gentleman imagines ; for 
Ido not know of our having ever admitted in this King- 


dom the Jeſuitical Maxim, That the End juſtifies the Means. 
But ſuppoſe this Crime to be merely a Crime of the Mind, 


; do not our Common Law Courts often try and puniſh ſuch 
Crimes? Murder is a malicious killing: Malice is a Crime 


that 
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ere ſo generous as to make good, tho 
ore concern'd in Intereſt in the Conſe- 
ty than Great Britain was, whatever 
nover might be. 

the publick Money may be applied to 
to which it is appropriated, when the 
y of this Houſe at his Beck; for tho 
ade by Accident, it did not occaſion (0 
r an Inquiry into the Diſpoſal of the 


ir Country, againſt a determined Mz 


This, Sir, likewiſe ſhews, that the 


ſſioners and Officers in the Treafur, 


no- 
they think can give Information : they examine them in the 
D 


ing to the maintaining them in Pritiſh Pay, it 
nno 1729, 30, and 31. 


£8 ' 
notwithſtanding there being too great a Number of both, An. rc. Geo. Il. 


can no Way endanger the Diſcovery of any ſuch Miſapplica- 
tion, eſpecially when the firſt Commiſſioner there has the 
Direction of the Secretary's Office, and every other Office 
in the Kingdom. The other Commiſſioners, and the Offi- 
cers, either do not really know how the Money iſſued by 
them is applied, or elſe they will never make a Diſcovery, as 
long as they know that their firſt Commiſſioner concinues to 
be the chief Favourite of the Crown. This has been the 
Touch-ſtone of ſuch Diſcoveries for many Years paſt, and 
always will be ſo, till we have a Parliament, independent 
and reſolute enough, to pull a ſuſpected Miniſter even from 
behind the Throne itſelf. | X 
Then, Sir, with regard to the Civil Liſt Revenue, con- 
ſidering how much of it may be drawn out by his Majeſty's 


| Warrant, and that the Auditors are obliged to admit of ſuch 
Warrants as ſufficient Vouchers, I am ſurpriſed to hear it 
* ſaid, that a great Part of it may not be applied towards over- 


turning our Conſtitution by corrupt Practices, inſtead of be- 
ing applied, as it ought, towards ſupporting the Honour and 
Dignity of the Crown. 


Conſidering the many Pretences of 


legal Secret- Sevice Money that may be made by Miniſters, 
the moſt circumſpect Sovereign may be impoſed on; and 


© therefore in Parliament it᷑ is no Derogation to the Character 
of the King to treat his Warrants to the Treaſury as we treat 
dis Speeches to the Parliament. 


Tho' the Auditors of the 
Exchequer are obliged, as they ought to be, to admit his 


Majeſty's Warrants as ſufficient Vouchers ; yet in this Houſe 


we ought to look upon them as the Warrants of his Mini- 


& iters, and conſequently, ought to admit of them no farther 


than they appear reaſonable. 


But what is of much greater 
Force in the preſent Queſtion, and I am glad the Hoh. Gen- 
tleman furniſhed me with an Opportunity to mention it, is 
this, it is generally reported without Doors, that his Maje- 
ſty's Civil Liſt Revenue is greatly in Debt, that many of his 


Servants and Tradeſmen, who ought to be paid quarterly at 
| 2 are above a Twelvemonth in Arrear: I have no legal 
Authority for ſaying ſo, and every one may guels at the 
r would any ſuch Motion have no Reaſon why I h oo bat 1 17 f 
if the Miniſter's Majority had bees y have not; but I can affirm, and, I believe, 
ament as it was in the two laſt ; becauſÞ 
quite tired out with making Motios Be 


; moſt Gentlemen in this Houſe know, that there is ſuch a Re- 
port: As this concerns the Honour and Digpity of the Crown, 


this Report alone obliges us to inquire into it, if we have a 


Mind to act up to our Character as the Grand Inqueſt of the 


Nation, Even a common Inqueſt does not wait till Infor- 


mers come to them: If they have the leaſt Intelligence of 


any Nuſance or publick Crime, they ſend for ſuch Perſons as 


Vor. XIII. moſt 


1741. 


1741. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. moſt ſolemn Manner, and if 


they had, appears true or pro 
ment, in order for a Proſecutic 
it goes the length of a Preſent: 
Perſons accuſed have ſtill an 
ſelves ; and ſo they would hai 
Inquiry, and even a Report 
make all Gentlemen the more 
quiry ; becauſe frequent Inqui 
away all Hopes of Concealm 
without having an Opportuni 
cent. 

I hope it will now appear, 
without Doors, and from the 
ty of the Fact, we have gre: 
Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is ne 
to, has, for ſeveral Years, bt 
overturn our happy Conſtituti 
the Favours of the Crown, a 
Money, towards gaining a Co! 
and at Elections. If this doe: 
ent Cauſe for ſetting up a Parlia 
duct, nothing ever did, nothi 
preſent Time's being proper fo 
to hear our preſent foreign Da! 
delaying that Inquiry, when i 
for entering upon it directly. 
Government can recover no ( 
Home, nor conſequently amo! 
the Recovery of which is abſol 
to form {ach a Confederacy as 
ger. But, ſay Gentlemen, if 
Ty, you'll have no Time to cc 
ſures with regard to Foreign 
we have nothing to do with 
fairs, except when we have ſu 
former Conduct, ſhewn they « 
cannot be the Caſe of our r 
hand, thoſe to whom his Ma 
our foreign Affairs, have nott 
the Inquiries of this Houſe, un 
the Guilty, which. I am fur 
to, or at leaſt openly avow ; 
can neither interfere nor inter 
lieve, the Supplies neceſſary fc 
foreign Meaſures his Majelty n 


readily agreed to in this Houſe 


(ans I 


nd if from thence the Intelligence 
or probable, they make a Preſent- 


xfecution. This Inquiry, even when 
reſentment, is no Profecution : The 
ill an Opportunity to juſtify them- 
ald have in Caſe of a Parliamentary 
deport againſt them, which ſhould 
e more ready to enter into ſuch In- 
t Inquiries of this Kind, would take 
ncealment, and no Man could ſuffer 
portunity to juſtify himſelf, if inno- 


appear, that from the general Report 
m the Probability as well as Poſhbili- 
ve great Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 
;& is now propoſed to be inquired in- 
ears, been carrying on a Defign to 
onſtitution, by illegally applying all 
2wn, and ſome Part of the publick 
g a corrupt Influence in Parliament 
his does not furniſh us with a ſuffici- 
a Parliamentary Inquiry into his Con- 
J, nothing ever can; and as to the 
roper for that Purpoſe, I am ſurpriſed 
ign Danger pleaded as a Pretence for 
when it is really the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
ectly. Without ſuch an Inquiry our 
r no Confidence with our People at 
ly among our antient Allies Abroad; 
is abſolutely neceſſary for enabling us 
racy as may obviate our foreign Dan- 
nen, if you enter into ſuch an Inqui- 
me to conſider, and take proper Mea- 
Foreign Affairs. Sir, in this Houſe, 
o with the Direction of foreign Af. 
have ſach Miniſters as have, by their 
they ought not to be truſted, which 
f our new Miniſters: On the other 
his Majeſty intruſts the Direction of 


ve nothing or very little to do with 
2uſe, unleſs they are reſolved to ſcreen | 


am ſure, none of them will pretend 
avow ; therefore, theſe two Affair 
or interrupt one another ; and, I be- 


eſſary for carrying into Execution the 
lajeſty may reſolve on, will be more 


is Houſe, and more chearfully — 
ce 
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ced by the People, if it be found, that we are in earneſt, 
and reſolved to go through with an Inquiry : Whereas, the 
granting of them will otherwiſe meet with great Obſtructions 
in this Houſe, and the raiſing of them with great Grum- 
blings among the People; ſo that if we have a Mind to fave 
Time with regard to our foreign Affairs, we ought to enter 
into the Inquiry now propoſed, becauſe, in every other Re- 
ſpe, it will make the publick Buſineſs go on Without In- 
terruption, either within Doors or without. 

* Thus, Sir, every Argument that has been advanced a- 
gainſt the Motion now before you, appears, upon due Con- 
ſideration, to be an Argument in its Favour, This is my O- 
pinion : I hope, I have ſhewn ſufficient Ground for it, and 
therefore, I ſhall moſt heartily concur with the noble Lord 
in his Motion.” 


Mr Code ſpoke as follows : 
Str, 

* As I never had any Share in the Conduct of our publick 
Affairs, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that I have any Reaſon, up- 
on my own Account, for oppoſing an Inquiry; and as I have 
but lately come into the World, and cannot pretend to be 
much acquainted with the Nature of State Affairs, it is with 
great Diffidence I offer to give my Opinion in a Queſtion of 
ſuch Importance ; eſpecially when I ſee ſo many Gentlemen, 
whoſe Judgment and Candour I am fo well convinced of, de- 
clare againit the Opinion I am to give. If I thought there 
was at preſent any juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry of any Kind, 
and that the preſent is a proper Time for it, I am ſure no 
Gentleman could more heartily concur in this Motion than I 
ſhould ; but after all that has been ſaid in this, and former 
Debates upon the ſame Subject, I muſt freely declare, that, 
in my Opinion, we have no juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry of any 
Kind ; and, I think, an Inquiry at this critical Time could 
be attended with no Benefit, and might be the Cauſe of ine- 
vitable Ruin to our Country. 

The Suſpicions, Murmurs, or Complaints without Doors, 
and the Sort of People among whom they prevail, are ge- 
neral Facts which can admit of no Evidence. We might 
as well pretend to prove, that the Majority of the People are 
o a brown or a fair Complexion. Such Facts muſt depend 
upon every particular Gentleman's own Judgment and Know- 


2 ledge, and can never be urged with any Weight by one Gen- 
2 teman for convincing another; therefore I cannot think, 
that theſe of the People without Doors, can ever properly be 


mage uſe of in this Houſe as an Argument for an Inquiry. 
We ought upon all Occaſions to enter into the Reaſon of 
1741. Dd 2 I hinp< : 


An. 15.Geo. II. 
I741. 
—— 


Mr Cooke. 
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An, 15. Ceo, II. Things: If the Conduct of © 
i741. wrong, no Matter whether it 
ought to inquire into it even th 
approved of by the Generalit 
The Meaſures of the laſt Admit 
very generally approved of by 
we commonly call the Mob: 
after his late Majeſty's Acceſ 
Parliament not only inquired 
peached or attainted molt of tl 
other hand, if we think the Me 
main, we ought not to trouble 
tion, with an Inquiry, notwit 
may have been raiſed againſt th 
Inquiry is moved for, we oug] 
ſaid or ſuſpeted without Doo 
within, 
Gentlemen tell us, they ſ 
py all the Favours of the Crow 
oney, have been applied, to 
fluence in Parliament and at Ele. 
no Proof nor any one Fact as | 
except that of his Majeſty's dif 
in his Army; and even in this 
aſſert, that thoſe Officers wer 
King's Meafures in Parliament, 
as a Reaſon either by the King 
Sir, would you take from the C1 
or caſhiering Officers in the Arm 
you will ſoon have neither Obec 
Army. Nay, ſome General ( 
Army might very probably, in: 
tary Government. I cannot th 
men deſign to take from the Cr 
preferring or caſhiering the Off 
this would be the certain Conſeq 
as this the Foundation of a Par 
Conduct of any Miniſter. 

* I muſt therefore think, that 
in this Caſe ſuſpect, their Suſpie 
and with regard to the Diſpoſal 
more groundleſs; far here they | 
as one Fact, no, nor the leaſt part 
on ſuch a Suſpicion as they prete 
and from the Nature of Things 
dent, that no ſuch 'I'hing can be 
bet a few Years ago, for preven 


1 
t of our public Affairs has been 
ther it is complained of or no, we 
even tho' it had been, and was ſtill 
-nerality of People without Doors, 
Adminiſtration of Queen Arne were 
| of by the People, at leaſt by thoſe 
Mob: They continued to be ſo even 

Acceſſion ; yet, nevertheleſs, the 
aired into thoſe Meaſures, but im- 
{t of the Chief Miniſters. On the 
the Meaſures have been right in the 
trouble ourſelves, or diſturb the Na- 
notwithſtanding any Clamours that 
ainſt them; and therefore, when an 
ve ought never to conſider what is 
1t Doors, but what appears to us 


they ſuſpeR, that for ſeveral Years 
e Crown, and large Sums of publick 
lied, towards gaining a corrupt In- 
at Elections; but they have offered 
& as a Foundation for this Suſpicion, 
ty's diſplacing two or three Officers 
in this Caſe, they do not poſitively 
rs were diſplaced for oppoſing the 
iament, or that this was ever given 
ie King or by any of his Miniſters. 
1 the Crown the Power of preferring 
he Army? If you do, I am ſure, 
r Obedience nor Diſcipline in your 
neral Officer of great Credit in the 
ly, in a ſhort Time, ſet up a mili- 
annot therefore think, that Gentle- 
the Crown the abſolute Power of 
the Officers of our Army; and yet 
Conſequence of making ſuch a Fad 
f a Parliamentary Inquiry into the 


nk, that, whatever Gentlemen may 
ir Suſpicion is without Foundation ; 
Mifpoſal of publick Money, it is ſtil 
e they have not mention'd ſo much 
eaſt particular Circumſtance, where. 
ey pretend to have, can be founded ; 
Things it is, in my Opinion, evi. 
can be practiſed. The Law paſſed 
preventing Bribery and Corropt!- 

| on 


4 

N. 

1 2 
4 
* 


| Senſes will attempt it. 


1 


on * at Elections, has rendered this Practice abſolutely im- An. 15. Geo. II. 


poſſible, or at leaſt ſo dangerous, that no Miniſter in his 
By that Law, every Elector, at 


every Election, is to ſwear, that he has not received by him- 


ſelf or by any Perſon in Truſt for him, directly or indirectly, 


any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or Imployment, 
+ Gift or Reward, or any Promiſe or Security for any ſuch, in 
older to give his Vote at that Election; and if he ſwears falſe- 
* ly, he thereby incurrs the Pains and Penalties inflicted by 
Law in Caſes of wilful and corrupt Perjury. By another 
+ Clauſe in the ſame AR, every Elector who ſhall receive or 
take any Money or other Reward, by Way of Gift, Loan, 
or other Device, or agree or contract for any Money, Gift, 
Office, Imployment, or other Reward whatſoever, to give 
his Vote, or to forbear giving his Vote at any Election; or 
if any Perſon by himſelf, or any Perſon employed by him, 
© ſhall by any Gift or Reward, or by any Promiſe, Agreement 
or Security for any Gift or Reward, corrupt, or procure any 
* Perſon to give his Vote, or to forbear to give his Vote at any 
Election; the Offender, that is to ſay, the Corruptor as well 
as the Corrupted, ſhall for every Offence forfeit 500 J. beſides 
* being for ever after diſabled to hold any Office or Franchiſe. 
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And by a third Clauſe, any Offender againſt that Act, who 
ſhall, within twelve Months, diſcover and convict any other 
Offender, is himſelf indemnified and diſcharged from all Penal- 
ties and Diſabilities incurred by his Offence againſt that Act. 
This, Sir, is the Subſtance of that Act: I have not 
troubled you with having it read, becauſe of its having been 
ſo lately paſſed ; but as Gentlemen ſeem, in theſe our Days, 
to be full of Suſpicions, if any one ſuſpecis that I have not 
recited faithfully, he may have the Act itſelf read at your 
Table; and from this Act I mult deſire Gentlemen to con- 
ſider, what a Condition a Miniſter would be in, that ſhould 
attempt to convert the publick Money, or even the Offices 
or Imployments in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, towards gain- 
ing a corrupt Influence at molt of our Elections. He mult for 
this Purpoſe imploy a great Number of Agents, and Under A- 
gents and all of them muit be Perſons of low Rank and mean 
Condition ; for conſidering the Penalties, no Man of Character 
or Fortune would be employed. Thus he mult perpetually lie 
at the Mercy of Scoundrels, who might obtain an Indemnity 
for themſelves, and very probably a high Reward, by in- 
forming againſt him. Is this a Condition any Miniſter of 
common Senſe would chuſe to be in? Would it be poſſible 
for him to carry on ſuch a Practice for any Number of Years, 
with- 
* See the Debate on this Bill, which was paſſed b forit 7 

Voices only, in Chandler's Hiſtory Anno 1 3 ee 
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An. 15. Geo. II. without ſo much as one Information againſt him or any of ts f 
1741. his Agents ? | 
X Now, Sir, if the Suſpicions, upon which, and upon 
which alone, this Motion is founded, are themſelves without 
any Foundation, mult we not agree, that the Motion itſelf has 
no real Foundation? and, conſequently, that we have no jul 
Cauſe for any ſuch Inquiry as is now propoſed ? For as to 
the Civil Liſt's being under Suſpicion of Debt, we have no 
Call to inquire into that Affair till an Application be made 
to us for ſupplying the Deficiency. Contingencies may run 
the Civil Liſt Revenue behind hand, but if his Majeſty is ſo 
as to reſolve to make up the Deficiency by a future 
Saving, I mult think, we have nothing to do with it ; and 
if we ſhould inquire into it, I think, his Majeſty would be 
in the right to inſiſt upon our making the Deficiency good, 
in order to make us pay for our Officiouſneſs. 
But ſuppoſe we had good Reaſon to ſuſpect Miſcondud 
or Miſdemeanors in the late Management of our publick Af. 
fairs, the preſent would be a very improper Time to inquire 


into them, becauſe it is impoſſible to inquire into the Con. i 
duct of any Miniiter of State, without diſcovering Sectes 
which our Enemies might make great Uſe of againſt u. © « 


Even the noble Lord whoſe Conduct is now propoſed to be Mot 
inquired into, as one of his Majeſty's Privy Council, mult Chat 
have had ſome hand at leaſt in adviſing moſt, if not all out he x 
foreign Meaſures, ſo that ſuch a general Inquiry into his Inqu 
Conduct, as is now propoſed, would lead us of courſe into bat i 
an Inquiry into all our late publick Meafures both foreign by tl 
and domettics. And moreover, by the very Nature of tie ot 1 
Office he was in, he muſt have had the Iſſuing of all Sums any! 
applied to ſecret Service, conſequently an Inquiry into his yith 
Conduct would neceſſarily lead us into an Inquiry what Sums caſio 
were iſſued for that Purpoſe, when they were iſſued, and ol an 
how they were applied; which would certainly diſcover ma- ſhip 
ny of the Secrets of our Government, and ſuch as it might ſhip 
be of great Importance to our Enemies to know. For the ry | 
Reaſon, Sir, I muſt be againſt a general Inquiry into the 
Conduct of this or any other Miniſter of State, at a Time tives 
when we are engaged in one dangerous War, and upon the ? the / 
Verge, perhaps, of engaging in another. he w 

* To theſe Reaſons I mult add, Sir, that, whatever other ry ir 
Gentlemen may think of the Time propoſed by this Motion WT Parti 
to be inquired into, I muſt think, it would be very hard to ons, 
bring a Miniſter to a general Account for ſo many Years pal, 1 will 
eſpecially conſidering the many large Sums that mult have BY thoſe 
paſſed through his Hands in that Time. As Eilimates an! that 
Accounts of all publick Montes were regularly delivered in. Secre 

to 


% 

| to Parliament, and thoſe Eſtimates and Accounts as regularly An, 15. Geo. II. 
approved of by Parliament, he had Reaſon to look upon that 1741. 
Approbation as an annual Diſcharge; and that therefore he 
| had no Occaſion to be very exact and careful in preſerving 
| the Vouchers, or in making Memorandums of the Uſes to 
| which thoſe large Sums were reſpectively applied; conſe- 
quently we mult ſuppoſe, that many of the Vouchers are now 
© loſt, and that he has forgot many publick Tranſactions which 
1 required a large Expence. For this Reaſon, I muſt join 
with an Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke againſt the laſt Moti- 
on of this Nature we had before us, in thinking, that it 
would be as unjuſt to call this Miniſter to a general Account 
© for ten Years back, as it would be to make a Steward come 
to a new Account, notwithſtanding his having ſettled his 

Accounts yearly, and delivered up his Vouchers. This, I think, 

would in private Life be both unjuſt and oppreſſive, and as 
I think it would be equally ſo with regard to a Miniſter, 
© therefore I cannot agree to the Motion. 


Mr William Pitt, ſpoke next. 
Sir, 

* As the Hon. Gentleman, who ſpoke lately againſt this 
Motion, has not been long in this Houſe, one ovght in 
Charity to believe, there is ſome Sincerity in the Profeſſions 
he makes, of his being ready to agree to a Parliamentary 
© Inquiry, when he ſees Cauſe and a convenient Time for it ; 
but if he knew how often thoſe Profeſiions have been made 
by thoſe who, upon all Occaſions, have oppoſed every Kind 
of Inquiry, he would fave himſelf the Trouble of making 
any ſuch, becauſe they are believed to be ſincere by very few, 
within Doors or without. He may, tis true, have no Oc- 
caſion, upon his own Account, to be afraid of an Inquiry 
of any Sort; but when a Gentleman has contracted a Friend- 
| ſhip, or any of his near Relations have contracted a Friend- 
© ſhip for one who may be brought into Danger by an Inqui- 
, it is very natural to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Gentleman's 
; Oppoſition to an Inquiry does not proceed entirely from Mo- 
tives of a publick Nature; and if that Gentleman follows 
tde Advice of ſome of his Friends, I very much queſtion, if 
he will ever ſee Cauſe, or a convenient Time, for an Inqui- 
ry into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs. As a 
| Parliamentary Inquiry muſt always be founded upon Suſpici- 
ons, and not upon known Facts, or manifeſt Crimes, it 
| will always be eaſy to find Reaſons or Pretences for averring 
| thoſe Suſpicions to be groundleſs ; and upon the Principle 
| that a Parliamentary Inquiry muſt neceſſarily lay open the 
Secrets of our Government, no Time can ever be proper or 
1 convenient 


Mr William Pitt. 


| 


1741. 


An. 15. Ceo. II. convenient for ſuch an Inquiry; becauſe it is impoſſible tg 
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ſuppoſe a Time when our Government can have no Secret; 
of Importance to the Nation. 

This, Sir, would be a moſt convenient Doctrine for 
Miniſters, becauſe it would put an End to all Parliamentary 
Inquiries into the Conduct of our publick Affairs; and 
therefore, when I hear it urged, and ſo much inſiſted on by 
a certain Set of Gentlemen in this Houſe, I muſt ſuppoſe 
their Hopes to be very extenſive: I mult ſuppoſe them to 
expect, that they and their Poſterity will for ever continue 
to be Miniſters, which, if poſſible, would be more fatal to 
it than their having ſo long continued to be ſo. But this 
Doctrine has been ſo often gontradicted by Experience, that 
I am ſurpriſed to hear Gentlemen inſiſt upon it. Even this 
very Seſſion has afforded us a convincing Proof, how little 
Foundation there is for ſaying, that a Parliamentary Inquir; 
muſt neceſſarily diſcover the Secrets of our Government. 
Surely, in a War with Spain, which muſt be carried or 
chiefly by Sea, if our Government have any Secrets, the 
Lords of the Admiralty muſt be intruſted with the moſt im- © 
portant of them; yet we have in this very Seſſion, and 
withaut any Secret Committee too, made an Inquiry into che 
Conduct of the Lords Commiſſioners of our Admiralty : 
We have not only inquired into their Conduct, but we have 
cenſured it in ſuch a Manner, as has put an End to the 
ſame * Commiſſioners being any longer intruſted with the 
Direction of that Branch of the publick Buſineſs. Has that 
Inquiry diſcovered any of the Secrets of our Government ? 
On the contrary, the Committee found they had no Oc- 
caſion to dive into any of the Secrets of our Government : 
"They found Cauſe enough for Cenſure without it; and none 
of the Commiſſioners pretended to juſtify their Conduct by 
Papers, containing Secrets which ought not to be diſcovered. 

* This, Sir, is ſo late and ſo ſtrong a Proof of there be- 
ing no neceſſary Connection between a Parliamentary Inqui- 
ry and a Diſcovery of Secrets, which it behoves the Nation 
to conceal, that, I hope, Gentlemen will no longer inſiſt 
upon this Danger as an Argument againſt the Inquiry now 
propoſed, which, of all others, is the lealt. liable to this 
Objection. The Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury has no- 
thing to do with the Application of Secret-Service Money : 
He is only to take Care, that it be regularly iſſued from his 
Office, and that no more ſhall be iſſued upon that Head, than 

according 


® The Reſolutions of the Houſe, on the 4th of March, [p. 138] 
in Purſuance of the Complaints of the Merchants, it was generally 
thought gave Occaſion to the paſſing a new Commiſſion for the Admi- 
ralty. 


— — 
2 — — — 


—— ͤ—u-Uͤ— —— 
uy 
mou 


( 209 ) 
according to the then Conjuncture of Affairs may ſeem to An. 15. Geo, 11, 
be neceſlary ; as to the particular Application, it properly 1547. 
belongs to the Secretaries of State, or ſuch other Perſons as his 
Majeity ſhall employ ; ſo that we cannot ſuppoſe, the Inquiry 
propoſed will diſcover any Secrets relating to the Application 
of that Money, unleſs the Noble Lord has acted as Secreta - 
ry of State, as well as Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
or unleſs a great Part of the Money, drawn out for Secret 
Services, has been delivered to himſelf, or to Perſons employ- 
ed by him, and applied by him or them towards gaining a 
corrupt Influence in Parliament, and at EleQions. Both 
theſe, indeed, he is moſt grievouſly ſuſpected of, and both 
are Secrets which it very much behoves him to have con- 
cealed, but it equally behoves the Nation to have them 
both revealed. His Country and he are, I ſhall grant, in 
this Cauſe, equally, tho' oppoſitely, concern'd ; for the 
Safety or Ruin of one or other depends upon the Fate of 
| the Queſtion ; and, in my Opinion, the violent Oppoſition 
made to this Motion, adds great Strength to the Suſpicion, 

* I ſhall admit, Sir, that the Noble Lord, whoſe Conduct 
is now propoſed to be inquired into, was one of his Majeſty's 
molt Hon. Privy Council, and that conſequently he muſt have 
had a Share at leaſt in adviſing all the Meaſures we have 
purſued, both Abroad and at Home ; but I cannot admit, 
that therefore, an Inquiry into his Conduct mult neceſſarily 
occaſion a Diſcovery of any Secrets that may be of dange- 
rous Conſequence to the Nation; becauſe we are not to in- 
quire into the Meaſures themſelves, or into the Wiſdom or 
Uprightneſs of them, and conſequently, can have no Call 
> to look into any of the Government's Secrets relating to 
them. This has nothing to do with an Inquiry into his 
Conduct; but there are ſeveral Suſpicions ſpread Abroad re- 
© lating to his Conduct as a Privy Councellor, which, if true, 
would be of the laſt Importance to the Nation to have diſ- 
covered. It has been ſtrongly aſſerted, that he was not on- 
y a Privy Councellor, but had uſurped the whole and ſole 
Direction of his Majeſty's Privy Council: It has been aſſert- 
eld that he gave the Spani/s Court the firſt Hint of the unjuſt 
Claim they afterwards ſet up againſt our South-Sea Compa- 
# ny, which was one of the chief Cauſes of the Wzr between 
© the two Nations: And it has been aſſerted, that this very 
= Miniſter has given Advice to the French, what Meaſures to 

take upon ſeveral Occaſions, in order to bring our Court into 
> their Meaſures ; particularly, that he adviſed them to ſend 
© the numerous Army they have this laſt Summer ſent into 
* Weſtphalia. What Truth thgre is in theſe Aſſertions, I 
© ſhall not pretend to anſwer : The Fats are of ſuch a Nature, 
Vor. XIII. Ee and 
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An. 12. Geo, II. and they muſt have been perpetrated with ſo much Caution 


1741. and Secrecy, that it will be difficult to bring them to Light, N 
even by a Parliamentary Inquiry; but the very Suſpicion is p 
Ground enough for ſetting up ſuch an Inquiry, and for car- p 
rying it on with the utmoſt Strictneſs and Vigour; which ah 
leads me to conſider the Cauſe we now have for an Inquiry. = 
pon this Subject, Sir, I muſt ſay, I am a good deal WP p 
ſurpriſed to hear the Repreſentatives of the People make ſo re 
light of the Sentiments or Suſpicions of the People. That pl 
there are Suſpicions and Complaints among the People, and ar 
among the Generality of the beſt Sort of People, is, tis C. 
true, a Fact we cannot eaſily prove againſt one that denies © 
it; no more than we could do, that the Generality of our WF w. 
People are of a fair or a brown Complexion ; but if I ſhould or 
ſay that the Majority of our People are Whites, I could not 1 mi 
prove what I aſſerted, and yet I ſhould look upon him as a In. 
very whimſical, or a very diſingenuous Gentleman, that de 
would deny it, and aſſert that the Majority of our People ref 
were Blackamores. Such Facts it is impoſſible to prove any I of 
other Way but by the Opinion of thoſe who are the bel: 1 x 
Judges ; and ſurely a Country-Gentleman, who lives molt vin 
Part of his Time among the People, and has no Court F:- IF ou 
vours to beſtow, as a Temptation for thoſe he converſes with 1 cor 
to diſguiſe their Sentiments, is a better Judge than one who . apr 
ſeldom ſtirs out of the Purlieus of a Court, and converſes 1 niit 
with none but ſuch as expect Places or Preferments by his in x 
Favour. Therefore, if we judge of this Fact according to Cor 
the only Evidence that can be had, that is, according to the ſare 
Opinion of thoſe who are the beſt Judges, we muſt conclude, mo! 
that the Suſpicions and Complaints of the People were never Ma 
more general thin they are againſt the late Conduct of our pre 
publick Affairs; and this, by me, ſhall always be deemed © Grc 
a ſufficient Cauſe for a Parliamentary Inquiry. | * fm 
Whatever my Opinion of paſt Meaſures may be, I ſhall oug 
never be ſo vain, or ſo bigotted to my own Opinion, as par! 
without any Inquiry to determine againſt the Majority of | « 
my Countrymen. If I found the publick Meaſures gene- wh 
rally condemned, let my private Opinion of them be never tort 
to favourable, I ſhould be for an Inquiry, in order to con- hare 
vince the People of their Error, or at leaſt to furniſh my. ir, 
ſelf with the moſt authentick Arguments for the Opinion 1 The 
have embrac'd. The Deſire of bringing other People into Þ now 
gur Sentiments is ſo natural to Mankind, that I ſhall always = even 
tulpect the Candour of thoſe who, in Politicks or Religion, I Miſe 
are againſt a free Inquiry, Beſides, Sir, when the Com. The 
plaints of the People are general againſt an Adminiſtration, I we a 
or againſt any partigular Miniſter, an Inquiry is a Duty auire 
ne 1 


1 


here to communicate to our Sovereign the Sentiments of his 
People : We meet here to redreſs the Grievances of the 
People. By performing our Duty in theſe two Reſpects, 
we ſhall always be able to eſtabliſh the Throne of our So- 
vereign in the Hearts of his People, and to prevent the 
People's being led into Inſurre&ions or Rebellions by Miſ- 
repreſentations or falſe Surmiſes. When the People com- 
plain, they muſt be in the right or in the wrong. If they 


are in the right, we are in Duty bound to inquire into the 


Conduct of the Miniſters, and puniſh thoſe who ſhall appear 
to have been the moſt guilty : If the People are in the wrong, 
we ought to inquire into the Conduct of our Miniſters, in 
order to be able to convince the People, that they have been 
miſled. We ought not therefore, in any Queltion about an 
Inquiry, to be governed by our own Sentiments : We muſt 
be governed by the Sentiments of our Conſtituents, if we are 
reſolved to perform our Duty, either as true Repreſentatives 
of the People, or as faithful Meſſengers to our Sovereign. 
I will agree with the Hon. Gentleman, that if we are con- 
vinced, or ſuſpect the publick Meaſures to be wrong, we 
ought to inquire into them, even tho' they are not much 
complained of by the People without Doors ; but I cannot 
agree with him in thinking, that notwithſtanding the Admi- 
niſtration, or a Miniſter's Tees complained of by the People 
in general without Doors, we ought not to inquire into his 
Conduct, unleſs we are ourſelves convinced that his Mea- 
ſares have been wrong. Without an Inquiry we can no 
more determine this Queſtion, than a Judge can declare a 
| Man innocent of any Crime laid to his Charge without 2 
previous Trial or Inquifition. Common Fame is a ſufficient 
+ Ground for an Inquiſition at Common Law, and, for the 
> fame Reaſon, the general Voice of the People of England, 
ought always to be look'd on as a ſufficient Ground for a 
Parliamentary Inquiry. 
{ * But, ſay Gentlemen, what is this Miniſter accuſed of ? 
; What Crime is laid to his Charge? For unleſs ſome Miſ- 
| fortune can be ſaid to have happened, or ſome Crime to 
have been committed, no Inquiry ought to be ſet on foot. 
Sir, the ill Poſture of our Afﬀairs both abroad and at home: 
* The melancholy Situation we are in: The Diſtreſs we are 
now reduced to, is of itſelf a ſufficient Cauſe for an Inquiry, 
| even ſuppoſing he were accuſed of no particular Crime or 
' Miſconduct, The Nation lies a bleeding, perhaps expiring : 
The Balance of Power has received a deadly Blow: Shall 
wie acknowledge this to be the Caſe, and ſhall we not in- 
| Quire whether it has happened by Miſchance, or by the 
1741 Ke 2 Miſcon- 
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we owe to our Sovereign as well as the People. We meet An. 15. Geo. II, 
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An.15. Geo, II. Miſconduct, or perhaps the Malice prepenſe of our Miniſter 


1741. 


. 
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here at home? Before the Treaty of Utrecht, it was the ge— 
neral Opinion, that in a few Years of Peace, we ſhould be 
able to pay oft moſt of our Debts : We have now been very 
near thirty Years in profound Peace, at leaſt we have never 
been engaged in any War, but what we unneceſſarily brought 
upon ourſelves ; and yet our Debts are near as great as they 
were when that Treaty was concluded. Is not this a Miſ- 
fortune, and ſhall we make no Inquiry how this Misfortune 
has happened ? 

* I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that no Inquiry ought 
to be ſet on Foot, unleſs ſome publick Crime be known to 
have been committed. The Suſpicion of any ſuch Crime's 
having been actually committed, has always been deem'd a 
ſufficient Reaſon for ſetting up an Inquiry. Is there not a 
Suſpicion, that the publick Money has been applied towards 
gaining a corrupt Influence at Elections? Is it not become 
a common Expreſſion, to ſay, The Floodgates of the 'Trea- 
ſury are opened againſt a general Election? I ſhall deſire no 
more than that every Gentleman who is conſcious of this 
having been done, either for them or againſt them, would 
give his Vote in Favour of this Motion. Will any Gea- 
tleman ſay, this is not a Crime, when even private Corrup- 
tion has ſuch high Penalties inflited upon it by expreſs Sta- 
tute ? A Miniſter that commits this Crime, and makes uſe 
of the publick Money for that Purpoſe, adds Thieving and 
Breach of Truſt to the Crime of Corruption ; and as the 
Crime, when committed by him, is of much more dange- 
rous Conſequence to our Conſtitution than when committed 
by a private Man, it becomes more properly the Subject of 
a Parliamentary Inquiry, and ought to be more ſeverely 
puniſhed. Ihe Hon. Gentleman may much more reaion- 
ably tell us, that Portcous was never murder'd by the Mob 
at Edinburgh, becauſe no Diſcovery of his Murderers could 
ever yet be wade, notwithſtanding the high Reward, as 
well as Pardon, offered, than to tell us, we cannot ſuppoſe 
that our Miniſter ever, by himſelf or his Agents, corrupted 
an Election, becauſe ro Information has as yet been brought 
agz2inſt him; for nothing but a Pardon upon convicting the 
Offender has ever yet been offered in this Caſe, and how 
could any Informer expect ſuch a Pardon, much leſs a Re- 
ward, when he knew, that the very Man againſt whom he 
was to inform, had not only the Diſtibution of all publick 
Rewards, but the packing of a Jury or Parliament agaiall 
him? Sir, whilll ſuch a Minitter preſerves the Favour 
of the Crown, and thereby the Exerciſe of it's Power, 
Wwe can never expect ſuch an Information: Even Malice 
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This ſhews the Inſignificancy of the Act mentioned by 


q the Hon. Gentleman, with regard to that Sort of Corrup- 
tion which is properly called Bribery ; and with regard to 


the other Sort of Corruption, which conſfills in glving or 


taking away thoſe Poſts, Penſions, or Preferments, which 
depend upon the arbitrary Will of the Crown, this Act is 
| till more inſignificant ; becauſe it is not neceſſary, it would 
* even be ridiculous in a Miniſter to tell any Man, that he 


0 


gave or refuſed him a Poſt, Penſion, or Preferment, on ac- 
count of his voting for or againſt any Miniſterial Meaſure in 
Parliament, or any Miniſterial Candidate at an Election. If 


he makes it his conſtant Rule never to give a Poſt, Penſion, 
or Preferment, but to thoſe who vote 


or his Meaſures and 
his Candidates, and makes a few Examples of diſmiſſing 


* thoſe who vote otherwiſe, it will have the ſame Effect as 


when he declares it openly. Will any Gentleman ſay, that 
this has not been the Practice of the Miniſter whoſe Conduct 
is now propoſed to be inquired into? Has he not declared 


in the Face of this Houſe, that he will continue to make 


this his Practice? And will not this have the ſame Effect, 
as if he went ſeparately and diſtinctly to every particular 
Man, and told him in expreſs Terms, Sir, If you vote for 
ſuch a Meaſure, or ſuch a Candidate, you ſhall have the 
firſt Preferment in the Gift of the Crown; if you vote other- 


| wiſe, you muſt not expect to keep what you have. Gen. 
| tlemen may deny the Sun ſhines at Noon-Day, but if 


they have any Eyes, and do not wilfully ſhut them, or 


turn their Back towards him, JI am ſure no Man will believe 
they are ingenuous in what they ſay ; and therefore, I muſt 


* 
* 
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think, the Hon. Gentleman was in the right who endea- 
voured to juſtify this Practice: It was more candid than to 
deny it ; but as his Arguments have already been fully an- 
ſwered, I ſhall add nothing upon that Subject. 

Gentlemen cry out, What! will you take from the 
Crown the Power of preferring or caſhiering the Officers of 
our Army ? No, Sir, this is neither the Deſign, nor will it 
be the Effect of our agreeing to this Motion. The King has 
at preſent an abſolute Power of preferring or caſhiering the 
Officers of our Army. It is a Prerogative he may make uſe 
of for the Benefit or Safety of the Publick ; but like other 
Prerogatives, it may be made a wrong Uſe of, and the Mi- 
niſter is anſwerable to Parliament when it is. When an Of- 
ficer is preferred or caſhiered, upon the Motive of his voting 


for or againſt any Court Meaſure or Candidate, it is a wrong 
Uſe, 


ö itſelf can never provoke ſuch an Information; becauſe, like An. 15. Geo, II. 
all other Sorts of impotent Malice, it will rebound upon 
| the Heart that conceived it. 


1741. 


6624 


An, 15. Ceo. II. Uſe of this Prerogative, for which the Miniſter is anſwer. any 
174!- able. We may judge; we muſt judge from Circumſtances ver) 
or outward Appearances : From theſe we may condemn ; and, Mai 
I hope, we have ſtill a Power to puniſh any Miniſter that Occ: 
ſhall dare adviſe the King to prefer or caſhier upon ſuch a the 
Motive. Whether this Prerogative ought to remain as it is, in a 
without any Limitation, is a Queſtion that has nothing to do an 
in this Debate ; but I muſt obſerve, that the Argument and 
made uſe of for it, might with equal Weight be made uſe this 
of for giving our King an abſolute Power over every Man's WW for 
Property; for a large Property will always give the Poſſeſſo; I that 
a Command over a great Number of Men, whom he may Vo: 
arm and diſcipline if he pleaſes: I know of no Law for re. in 1 
{training it: I hope, there never will be any ſuch; and! Rev 
wiſh, our Gentlemen of Eſtates would make more uſe of beer 
this Power than they do, becauſe it would contribute towards 1 © 
keeping our domeſtick as well as our foreign Enemies in Awe. Arg 
For my Part, I think, a Gentleman who has earned his Com- has 
miſſion by his Services, (in his military Capacity, I mean) ann 
or bought it with his Money, has as much a Property in it, and 
as any Man has in his Eſtate, and ought to have it as well be u 
ſecured by the Laws of his Country: Whilſt it remains at Vou 
the abſolute Will of the Crown, he muſt be a Slave to the have 
Miniſter, unleſs he has ſome other Eſtate to depend on; and and 
if the Officers of our Army long continue in that State of of E 
Slavery in which they are at preſent, I am afraid, it will Eſtir 
make Slaves of us all. not: 
The only Method we have for preventing this fatal Con- Frie 
ſequence, as the Law now ſtands, is to make the beſt and then 
molt conſtant Uſe of the Power we have, as Members of this 1 Can 
Houſe, to prevent any Miniſter's daring to adviſe the King a Re 
to make a bad Uſe of this Prerogative ; and as there is ſuch If & 
a ſtrong Suſpicion, that this Miniſter has done ſo, we ought 20. 
certainly to inquire into it, not only for the ſake of Puniſh- and 
ing him, if guilty, but as a Terror to all future Miniſters. of tl 
* This, Sir, may therefore be juſtly reckoned among the any | 
many other ſufficient Cauſes for the Inquiry propoſed ; and the that 
Suſpicion of the Civil Lilt's being greatly in Debt is another; Infar 
for if it is, it muſt either have been miſapplied or profuſely Age 
thrown away, which it is our Duty both to prevent and pu- ed { 
niſh. It is inconſiſtent with the Honour of this Nation to lived 
have our King ſtand indebted to his Servants or Tradeſmen, coulc 
who may be ruined by a Delay of Payment : The Parlia- The 
ment has provided ſufficiently for preventing this Diſhonour's fore 
being brought upon the Nation; and if the Proviſion we neral 
have made ſhould be miſapplied or laviſhed, we muſt ſupply . that 
the Deficiency, we ought to do it, whether the King makes alwa 
any 


BW 


| any Application for that Purpoſe or no; and the Reaſon is An. 15. Geo, Il. 


very plain, becauſe, as we ought firſt to inquire into the 


ement of that Revenue, and puniſh thoſe who have 


© occaſioned the Deficiency, they will certainly chuſe to leave 
the Creditors of the Crown, and the Honour of the Nation, 
in a State of Suffering, rather than adviſe the King to make 
an Application which will bring their Conduct into Queſtion, 
and themſelves, probably, to condign Puniſhment. Beſide 


© this, Sir, there is at preſent another Reaſon, ſtill ſtronger 


for promoting an Inquiry. As there is a great Suſpicion, 
© that the publick Money has been applied towards corrupting 
| Voters at Elections and in Parliament, if the Civil Liſt be 
in Debt, it gives Reaſon to preſume, that ſome Part of this 
Revenue has, under the Pretence of Secret Service Money, 
been applied to that wicked Purpoſe. 


* I ſhall conclude, Sir, with a few Remarks upon the laſt 


Argument made Uſe of againſ the Inquiry propoſed. It 


has been ſaid, that the Miniſter delivered in his Accounts 
annually : That thoſe Accounts have been annually paſſed 
and approved of by Parliament ; and that therefore it would 
be unjult to call him now to a general Account, becauſe the 


> Vouchers may be now loſt, or many expenſive Tranſactions 


have flipt out of his Memory. Tis true, Sir, Eſtimates 


and Accounts have been annually delivered in: The Forms 
of Proceeding made that neceſſary ; but were any of thoſe 


& Eſtimates or Accounts ever properly inquired into? Were 


not all Queſtions for that Purpoſe rejected by the Miniſter's 
Friends in Parliament? Has not the Parliament always taken 


\ 
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them upon "Truſt, and paſſed them without Examination? 


Can ſuch a ſuperficial paſſing, to call it no worſe, be deem'd 
a Reaſon for not calling him to a new and general Account ? 
If the Steward, to an Infant's Eſtate, ſhould annually, for 
20 Years together, deliver in his Accounts to the Guardians ; 
and if the Guardians, through Negligence, or for a Share 
of the Plunder, ſhould annually paſs his Accounts without 
any Examination, or at leaſt without any Objection, would 
that be a Reaſon for ſaying, that it would be unjuſt in the 
Infant to call his Steward to an Account when he came of 
Age? Eſpecially if that Steward had built and furniſh- 
ed ſumptuous Palaces, and had, during the whole Time, 
lived at a much greater Expence than his viſible Income 
could afford, and yet, nevertheleſs had amaſſed great Riches. 
The Publick, Sir, is always in a State of Infancy ; there- 
fore no Preſcription can be pleaded againſt it, nor even a ge- 


neral Releaſe, if there appears the leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, 
that it was ſurreptitiouſly obtained : Publick Vouchers ought 


always to remain upon Record, nor ought there to be any 
public 
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An. 15. Geo. II. publick Expence without a proper Voucher; therefore, 
1742, the Caſe of the Publick is ill ſtronger than that of any In- A 
fant. Thus the Hon. Gentlemen, who made Uſe of this (07 


Objection, muſt ſee of how little Avail it can be in the mi 
Caſe now before us, and conſequently, I hope, we ſhall M 
have their Concurrence in the Queſtion.” Sc 


The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put upon Lord Li. 
merick's Motion, which was carried in the Affirmative ; Ayes 
2 252, Noes 245. And it was reſolv'd, that a Committee of 
pointed to * Secrecy, conſiſting of twenty-one Members, to be choſen 
into the Conduct by Ballot, be appointed to inquire into the Conduct of 
of Robert Earl Robert Earl of Orford, during the laſt ten Years of his be. 
of Orford, ing Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and Chancellor and 
Under-Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer : And it was 
ordered, that the Members do on Friday next, at twelve of 
the Clock, prepare Lifts to be put into Glaſſes of one and 
twenty Perſons Names, to be the faid Committee. 
An Addreſs of Then it was reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble Addrefs 
Confidence and be preſented to his Majeſty, to aſſure him of the Fidelity, 
Fidelity voted. Zeal, and Affection of this Houſe to his Royal Perſon, Fa- 
mily and Government ; and that his faithful Commons will 
take every Opportunity, in this critical Conjuncture, to ſhew, 
how ſenſible they are of the preſent dangerous Situation of 
Europe, by the Diſtreſſes, to which the Queen of Hungar 
has been reduced; and, as the late favourable Turn of Af. 
fairs affords reaſonable Grounds to hope that, if ſhe is timely 
and properly aſſiſted by thoſe Powers, who are engaged by 
Treaties, and bound by In:ereft to ſupport her, the Ballance 
of Power may be again reſtored, and the Tranquility, of 
Eurofe re- eſtabliſned, this Houſe will therefore proceed with 
Unanimity, Vigour, and Diſpatch, to ſupport his Majeſty 
in all ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall be neceſſary to attain theſe 
great and deſirable Ends; having, from a juſt Senſe of their 
Duty, the higheſt Regard for the Honour and Safety of his 
Majeſty, and the trueſt Concern for the Freedom, Peace, 
Trade, and Welfare of theſe Kingdoms. 
Inſolvent Debtors March 25. Mr Cornewall preſented to the Houſe, a Bill 
Bil! preſented. for Relief of inſolvent Debtors, which was read the firſ 
Time, ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be printed, 
Petition for Brig. The Inhabitants in and Electors for the Borough of Brid- 
port withdrawn. Fort, having witkdrawn their Petition, William Beæules, Elq; 
who was returned for that Borough, and alſo for Berrdj, 
made his Election ſor the latter; and a new Writ was order- 


ed for Bid“. : 
March 


Lord Deerhurſt, eldeſt Son of the Earl of Coventry, who had been 
Candidate for W orceferfhire [See p. 12.] was elected. ; 
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* 
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March 26. Mr Trevor, from the Commiſſioners of the An. 15. Geo. 11, 


Admiralty, preſented, purſuant to Addreſs, Copies of all 
Orders, Inſtructions, or Letters, written by the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners to Mr Haddock, and Copies of all Letters from 
Mr Haddock to them, ſince the 28th of Jan. 1738, with a 
Schedule thereof. 

Hereupon it was ordered, that the ſaid Papers, being 
181 in Number, do lie on the Table. 

Then Mr Speaker reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to the 
Addreſs of the Houſe on the 23d. 


Gentlemen, 


1742. 


Admiral Had- 
dock's Infiructi- 


0 


ed 


ns, Kc. preſent- 
* 


1 Thank you for this dutiful and loyal Addreſs, Your King's Anſwer 
c Unanimity on this Occaſion will, I am perſuaded, be to the foregoing 
attended with the happieſt Conſequences both at Home Addreſs. 


* and Abroad. I recommend to you the laying afide all 
* Heats and Diviſions. I deſire nothing more than to reign 
in the Hearts and Affections of all my People; which I 


* look upon to be the greateſt Security to my Government, 


and their Liberties.” 


March 29. Ordered in a Bill for veſting, for a certain 
Term of Years, in Jahn Tuite, his Executors, &c. the ſole 
Property of a Water-Engine, of his own Invention. 

Then the Marquis of Hartingtor reported from the Com- 
mittee, appointed to examine the Liſts of Twenty one Per- 
ſons Names, to be a Committee for inquiring into the Con- 


duct of Robert Earl of Orford, c. that the Majority had 
fallen upon Sir John St Aubyn, Bart. Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. the Hon. George Compton, Eſq; the 
Lord Quarendon, William Noel, Eſq; Sir John Barnard, 
Kat. the Lord Limerick, Edward Hooper, Eſq; the Lord 


Cornbury, Nicholas Fazakerley, Eſq; Henry Furneſe, Eſq; the 


Lord Granard, Sir John Strange, Knt. Thomas Prewſe, Eſq; 
= Edmund Waller, Eſq; William Bowles, Eſq; William Pitt, 
= Eſq; Cholmley Turner, Eſq; the Hon. William Finch, Eſq; 
Sir Henry Liddel, Bart. the Hon. John Talbot, Eſq; the 
& Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eſq; 
ing equal for the four laſt mentioned Gentlemen, the Jour- 
nal of the 12th of April 1694, in Relation to the Liſts of 
= Commiſſioners for the publick Accounts; And alſo of the 


But the Votes be- 


& 20th of April 1711, in Relation to the Liſts of Commiſſi- 
© oners for examining into the Value of Lands and other 
© Intereſts granted by the Crown ſince the 13th of Feb. 
1688, being read, Mr Speaker gave his Voice for Sir Hen- 


sq Liddel and Mr Talbot. 


Vor, XIII, F F Then 


Names of the 


Secret Commit- 
tee, 


6418) 


An. 15, Geo, II. Then it was ordered that Five be the Quorum of the (aid 
1742. Committee ; and that they have Power to ſend for Perſons, the 
Papers, and Records; and alſo to examine, in the moſt (0. | 

lemn Manner, ſuch Perſons as they ſhall think proper to ſend W. 


for. Gr 
e March zo. A Petition of the Corporation of Weaver, De, 
„ting Fullers, and Sheermen of Exeter, complaining of the Decay 5 
to tn- Woollen of the Woollen Manufacture, was referred to the Conf. ing 
FIT deration of the Grand Ccmmittee. Ye: 
Then Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Sur 
Supply the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by tou 
the Houſe, viz. \ 
Reſolutions oo I. That 11,611 J. 13 5. 4 d. be granted for the Charge the 
the Supply, of the ſeveral Officers appointed to go with the Forces under mal 
General Wentworth for 1742. on 
IT. That 1277 J. 10 5s. be granted for the Charge of the Sug 
Staff-Officers, appointed to attend the Hoſpital for the Ser- \ 
vice of the ſaid Expedition. the 
III. That 44,008 J. 3 5. 7 d. be granted for defraying ſe- goo 
veral extraordinary Expences and Services incurred, Ann W auile 
1741, and not provided for by Parliament. Bills 
IV 4 
Mai 
+ The Names of the Members balloted for were as follows: to th 
Sir John St Aubyn 518 | Henry Furneſe, Eſq; 262 U 
Sir John Ruſhout 516 | Earl of Granard 259 Ce. 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 516 | William Pitt, Eſq; 259 and 
Hon. George Compton, Eſq; 516 | Thomas Prowſe, Eſq; 259 neut. 
William Noel, Eſq; 512 Edmund Waller, Eſq; 259 A 
Lord Quarendon 512 William Bowles, Eſqz 259 
Sir John Barnard 268 | Cholmley Turner, Eiq; 259 prep: 
Lord Limerick 266 | Sir John Strange 259 tain 
Lord Cornbury 265 | Sir Henry Lyddel 258 23d | 
Edward Hooper, Eſq; 265 | Hon. John Talbot, Eſq; 256 Scher 
Nicholas Fazakerley, Eſg; 262 | 1 


There were two Liſts of 2 1 each prepared on this Occaſion, but ſix Mem- the C: 
bers, viz. Sir John St Aubyn, Mr Sandys, Sir John Ruſhout, Major M 
Compton, Lord Quarendon, and Mr Noel, being in both, the whole 
Number of Members balloted for was only 36, of which the above 21 of 7 


were declared to be the Committee; and the other 15 are as follows: Ur 
Hon. A. Hume-Campbell, Eſqz 258 | John Phillips, Eſq; 254 a Bill 
Hon. William Finch, Eſq; 258 | Sir Charles Gilmour 253 omitt 
John Plumtree, Eſq; 257 | Str John Hind Cotton 2.56 withi 
Charles Gore, Eſq; 256 Lord Fitzwilliams 265% Ti 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn 256 | Sir John Ramſden 251 — 75 
Henry Arthur Herbert, Eſqz 256 2 Weſt, Eſq; 251 Th 
General Wade 256 r Deddington 249 to ſun 
George Lyttelton, Eſq; 255 an Ac 
The Number of Members abſent was 325 vacant Seats 7; Memben titulec 
who voted 518, which, with the Speaker, makes 5 58; the Number el 74 


the whole Houſe. 
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IV. That 27,968 J. 2 s. 6 4. be granted on Account of An. 15. Geo. II. 
the reduced Officers of the Land Forces and Marines, for 1742. 1742. 

V. That 4168 J. be granted for paying Penſions to the 
Widows of ſuch reduced Officers as died upon Half. Pay in 
Great Britain, and who were married before the 25th of 
December, 1716, for the Year 1742. 

VI. That 21,000 J. be granted to replace to the Sink- 
ing-Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, for half a 
Year's Intereſt due the 5th of Now. 1741, on the principal 
Sum of 1,200,000 J. lent on the Credit of the Salt-Duty, 
towards the Supply of the Year 1741. 

VII. That 27,851 J. 15.2 f d. be granted to replace to 
| the Sinking-Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to 

make good the Deficiency of the Duty of 12 5. per Barrel 
on Sweets or Wines, made from Brit; or Foreign Fruit or 
| Sugar, at Michae/mas, 1741. 
VIII. That 19,018 J. 45. 11 d. be granted to replace to 
the Sinking Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make 
| the Deficiency of the Duty upon all Victuallers and Re- 
| tailers of Beer and Ale, within London, We/tminfler, and the 
| Bills of Mortality, at Michaelmas 1741. 
IX. That 10,000 J. be granted, to be applied to the 
Maintenance of the Brit; Forts and Settlements belonging 
to the Royal African Company. 

Upon a Motion of Mr Yyner, ſeconded by Mr V hichcot, 
| &c. ordered in a Bill to impower Meſſrs. Nuthall, Fydell, gil for importing 
and Michel}, and certain other Merchants, to import from Spaniſh Wines 
neutral Ports, a certain Quantity of Span;y/> Wine. from neutral 

A Petition of Thomas Toauper, ſetting forth, that he had Forts. 
prepared a Scheme for the regiſtring the Wool of Great Bri- Mr Cowper's 
tain and Ireland; and that he finds, by the Votes of the Scheme relating 
23d Inſt. Mr Webber has Leave to be heard relating to his '* _ 1 
Scheme; and therefore pray ing, that the Houſe will grant 
him Leave to be heard at the ſame Time, was referred to 
the ſame Committee. 

March 31. Ordered a new Writ for Andover, in the Room A new Writ (0: 
of Jahn Pollen, Eſq; made a Welfs Judge. Andover, 

pon a Motion by Mr Carew, ſeconded by Mr Philips, 

a Bill was ordered in to indemnify ſuch Perſons, who have Bill relatint 
omitted to qualify themſelves for Offices and Employments qualfeing ot 
within the Time limited by Law; and for allowing further Oficers, 
Time for that Purpoſe. 

The Serjeant at Arms having been ſent to the uſual Places 
to ſummon the Members to attend, a Motion was made that 
an Act of the firſt Year of his late Majeſty King George, in- 
tituled, An 44 for enlarging the Time of Continuance of 

1742, Ff 2 Parliaments 


1 He was re- elected. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Parliaments, appointed by an Ad made in the fixth Year of 


24 the Reign of King William and Queen Mary, intituled, /, 
Act for the frequent Meeting and calling of Parliament; *, 
pialing the Sap: might be read ; which _ read accordingly, a Motion was 
tennial Act re- made by Sir Robert Godſchall, and ſeconded by Sir Jon 
jected, Barnard, that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal the 
ſaid Act: But the ſame being warmly oppoſed by ſever:| 
Members, _— whom were Mr Pulteney and Mr Sandy,, 

it paſſed in the Negative, by 204, againſt 184. 
i ' April 1. Mr nner preſented to the Houſe a Bill to im. 
Ee Billsrelating power Meſſrs. Nathall, Fydell, and Micbell, and certain other 
ob mes Merchants, to import, from neutral Ports, a certain Quanti- 
ty of Spaniſb Wines, which was read a firſt Time, and or- 

ered a ſecond Reading. 

A Bill for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade 
and Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, was 
read 4 Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be 

rinted. 
And for encbu- . A Bill for veſting, for a certain Term, in John Tuite, his 
nur dex 4 Executors, c. the ſole Property of his Water-Engine, was 
2 Reading, lead a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 
Then Mr Sandys acquainted the Houſe, that he had a 
King's Meſſage Meflage from his Majeſty, which was read by Mr Speaker, 
tor a Vote of as follows: 


Credit, 
| GEORGE R. 

* FT is always with the utmoſt Reluctance his Majeſty aſk 
© | any extraordinary Supplies of his People; But as his 
* faithful Commons have, with the greateſt Zeal and Una- 
* nimity, expreſſed their Concern for the Support of the Houle 
of Auſiria, and for reſtoring the Balance of Power in Europe; 
and as the late Events in | de of the Queen of Hungar;, 
afford a reaſonable Proſpect of Succeſs, his Majeſty makes 
« no doubt but this Houſe will, at this Time, readily grant 
« him ſuch a Supply, as may enable him to concert proper 
e Meaſures, and form ſuch Alliances with other Powers, as 
may be neceſſary for attaining thoſe deſirable Ends, which 
« they have, in ſo particular a Manner, recommended to 
« him,” | | 


The ſaid Meſſage was order'd, Nem. Con. to be referred to 

the Committee of Supply. 
Proceedings on Then Mr Carex reported from the Committee of the 
the Scheme for whole Houſe, to whom the ſeveral Petitions, relating to the 


= 2) ing of Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, had been referred, 
* that 


Motion for re- 


For ſecuring of 
Trade; 


* See the Debate on bringing in the Septennial Bill in CMAN DEN 
Hiſtory, Anno 2. Geo. I. 1716, p. 70; and the Debate on a Mot! 
for repealing thereof, Anno 1734, p. 245. 


n 
that the Committee had heard Mr Webber and Mr Coauper An. 15, Geo. 11, 
in Relation to their reſpective Schemes for a Regiſter of 1742. 
Wool. Then the further Conſideration of that Matter was 


adjourn'd. 
Ordered a new Writ for Haſtings, in the Room of Andrew A new Writ for 
Stone, Eſq; made Secretary of Barbadves. Haſtings, 


April 2. A Bill to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted 
to qualify themſelves for Offices and Employments, was read 
a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Order d an Account of all unmanufactured Wool and Yarn, 
that hath, for ſeven Years paſt, been put on Board any Veſ-, unts of 
ſel to be carried coaſtwiſe, from one Port to another, with- Wool carried 
in Great Britain, and relanded again; diſtinguiſhing each Coaſtwiſe order- 
Year, and the ſeveral Ports from which ſuch Wool was put ed in. 
on Board, and where relanded, to be laid before the Houſe. 

April 5. Ordered a new Writ for the City of Durham, in New Writ for 
the Room of John Shaftoe +, Eſq; deceas'd. Durham, 

The ſame Day German Pole, Eſq; withdrew his Petition 
for Derby. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply 
the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, wiz. 

I. That 500,000 J. be granted to his Majeſty, upon Ac- 
count, towards enabling his Majeſty to concert proper Mea. Farther Reſolu- 
ſures, and form ſuch Alliances, or enter into ſuch Engage- tons on the Sup- 
ments with other Powers, as his Majeſty ſhall judge neceſ- )) 
ſary for the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, and for reſtor- 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe. 

IT. That 266,616 J. 6 5s. 5 4 4. be granted for maintain- 
ing his Majeſty's Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and Proviſions for the Garriſons at 
Annapolis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, Providence, Gibraltar and 
Georgia, for 1742. 

III. That 4000 J. be granted towards the repairing and 
finiſhing Weftminfter Abbey. 

Then a Petition of ſeveral Merchants, alledging, that on 
the 19th of October 1739, War being declared againſt Spain, Petition againſt 
the Span; Court prohibited EngliſSs Manufactures; which the Bill for im- | 
Prohibition they have enforced ſo lately as the 28th of No- 28 | 
vember laſt ; that upon the 18th of December, 1739, tra} 3 + 29 
the Houſe ordered in a Bill for prohibiting Commerce with 
Spain, and afterwards an Act of Parliameut was paſſed, enac- 
ting, That, after the iſt of June 1740, no Wines, Goods, 
or Manufactures of any of the Territories of the King of 
Spain in Europe (except Prize Goods) ſhould, during the 
preſent War, be imported into Great Britain, or MT 

laces 


He was rechoſe. + John Tempeſt, Eſq; was elected. 


— — 
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1742. 


We 
An. 15. Geo. II. Places therein named, from any Place whatſoever, ſave on- 


ly as to ſuch, which ſhould be actually imported into Mins. 
ca or Gibraltar on, or before, the 1ſt of May, 1740, and 
imported hither on, or before, the 24th of June then fol. 


lowing ; and that as the ſaid Act remained in Force during the 


whole Seſſion of the 14th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, ſe- 
veral of the Petitioners, and others, upon the Faith of the 
ſaid Law, have imported, and ordered, much greater Quan- 
tities than uſual, of Wines and other Goods, not only from 
Portugal, which takes off to the largeſt Value of Brit 
Woollen and other Manufactures, but alſo from other Places, 
intending thereby to ſupply here the Want of thoſe prohibi. 
ted Spaniſb Wines; and that, in Conſequence of a Petition 
[See p. 136.] lately preſented from a few Merchants, Traders 
to Spain, deliring a particular Liberty to themſelves only, to 
import Spaniſh Wines, even now, from neutral Ports, the 
Houſe has given Leave to bring in a Bill for ſuch Purpoſes : 
That the Petitioners apprehend, that their private Property 
will be thereby greatly affected, and their lawful Trade in- 
terrupted, if ſuch Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, and that the 
ſaid Traders to Spain cannot be relieved, in the Manner hy 
them propoſed, but by a Repeal of Part of the Acts of Na- 
vigation, as well as the whole Act of Prohibition, and, in 
Effect, at the Expence of the Petitioners, who have been 
carrying on a Trade ſo beneficial to the Kingdom; and fur- 
ther alledging that Spar; Wines are the firſt Species of 
Goods forbidden by the ſaid Act of Prohibition, and pay, 
at the 'Time when exported from Spain, a very high Duty 
to that Crown, nearly equal to the prime Coſt of the Wines; 
and that the ſaid Spani/> Traders avow, that fome of them 
fiiſt ſent their Orders from hence, for their Spaniſb Wines, 
ſo late as upon the 14th of Feb. 1739, which was near four 
Months after the Declaration of War, and near two Months 
after this Houſe had order'd in a Bill to prohibit Commerce, 
and was nine Days after this Houſe had proceeded fo far as 
to paſs a Bill for Prohibition of Commerce; ſo that ſuch 
Wines could not have been exported from Spain, nor the 
Duty paid for the ſame, till long after the Prohibition - Act 
might have been compleatly paſſed into a Law ; and that as 
the preſent Application from the ſaid Spaniſb Traders came 
before this Houſe but on the third of March 1741, at fo great 
a Length of Time after the Prohibition took Place, the Pe- 
titioners apprehend, the Indulgence deſired by the ſaid 
Traders may afford Opportunities for indirect Practices, or 
at leaſt may encourage ſuch great Numbers of like Appli- 
cations, in reſpe& of Spaniſh Wines, and other Goods alſo, 


as may render it extremely hazardous for Merchants to car- 
rY 
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on their Trade, according to Law, if liable to be de- An. x5. Geo, II. 
ſeated aſter the Time they ſhall have inveſted their Effects; 1742. 
and therefore praying the Houſe, that they may be heard 
againſt the ſame by their Counſel. Accordingly the ſaid 
Petition was order'd to lie on the Table, till the Bill in fa- 
your of Meſſrs Nuthall, Fydell, and Michell, &c. be read a 
ſecond Time; and that the Petitioners be then heard by 
their Counſel. 

April 7. Upon the Motion of Mr Hungerford, ſeconded 
by Mr Wilkinſon, a Bill was order'd in for the more eaſy 
Recovery of ſmall Debts. 

April 8. On a Motion by Sir Robert Godſchall, and ſe- 
conded by Sir John Barnard, a Bill to prevent the Frauds 
committed by the counterfeiting of Gold and Silver Lace, 
was order'd in. | 

The Serjeant at Arms having ſummon'd the Members as A Bill order'd in, 
uſual ; A Bill was order'd in to exclude certain Officers for excluding cer- 
from being Members of the Houſe of Commons ; and it was 93 
ordered that Mr Pulteney, Mr Sandys, Mr Cornewall, Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr Philips, Mr Charles Cholmonde- 

l-z, and the Lord Gage, do prepare and bring in the ſame. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Sup- 
ply, the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by 
the Houſe. 

I. That 188,756 /. 175. 14. be granted for the Ordi- Reſolutions on 
nary of the Navy (including Half Pay to Sea-Officers) for the Supply. 
1742. 

II. That 168,645 /. 155. 74. be granted for the Charge 
of Tranſports hired to carry the Forces to America. 

III. That 111,917 /. 19 5s. 14. be granted for Victuals, 
— for the Soldiers employed in the American Expe- 

itions. 

IV. That 10, ooo J. be granted upon Account, towards 
the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. a 

April 9. A Bill to prevent the Frauds committed by the Bill relating ta 
counterfeiting of Gold and Silver Lace, &c. was read the WAG Y 
firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 1 

A Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of ſmall Debts, was covering ſmall 
read * firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to 2 Li Bly | 

in 1 eco INg. 

Ordered Liſts of the Juſtices of the Peace for the ſeveral Lins of Juſtices 
Counties and Liberties within England and Wales, and for of Peace order'd, 
the City of Meſiminſter, to be laid before the Houſe. 

On a Motion of Sir Nathaniel Curzon, ſeconded by 16 
Mr Carew, a Bill was order'd in to explain and amend an — * 9 
Act of the 13th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, For amending Act. 4 
end enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and 
other 
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An. 14. Geo. II. other idle and diſorderly Perſons, and for reducing the ſan 
1742. into one Act of Parliament, and alſo for amending the Lazy 
for erecting, providing, and regulating Houſes of Correction. 
Land-Tax Bill April 12. The Land-Tax Bill was read a third Time, 
paſy'd, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 

On a Motion of Sir Robert Godſchall, and ſeconded by 
Alderman Heathcote, a Bill was ordered in for preventing 
the Miſchiefs which may happen, by keeping dangerous 
Quantities of Gunpowder in or near Cities and Towns. 

More Letters, Then Mr Comptroller preſented, purſuant to Addreſs, 

—_— Copies of ſeveral Letters and Inſtructions, Qc. relating to 

dock, preſented, Admiral Haddock ; Liſts of which, to the Number of 100, 
were order'd to lie on the Table. 

A Petition of William Mydaleton, Eſq; late High Sheriff 
of Denbighſhire, was preſented to the Houſe ; ſetting forth, 
that he is extremely ſorry, and humbly begs Pardon for 

The High Sheriff having given Offence to the Houſe [See p. 133.] ; and pray. 
22 1 ing to be diſcharged out of Cuſtody. Accordingly he was 
diſcharged upon Submiſſion, 

A Bill for ſecuring to John Byrom, the ſole Right of pub- 
liſning and teaching his Method of Short-Hand ; was read 
a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

April 13. Lord Limerick, Chairman of the Committee of 

Debate on Mr Secrecy, acquainted the Houſe, that Mr Nicholas Paxton, 

Paxton's refuſing Solicitor of the Treaſury, having been examined upon Oath, 

22 8 did refuſe to anſwer the Queſtions put to him by the Com- 

mittee, mittee; Hereupon it was moved, that he be committed to 
the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, and debarred the Uſe 
of Paper, Pen, and Ink. On this Motion a warm Debate 
aroſe. On the one Side it was urged, © That except the Houle 
was made acquainted with the Queſtions that had been pro- 
poſed, it was impoſlible to judge whether they had been pro- 
perly put or not ; and therefore they could not judge of the 
Offence, for it was poſſible that the Queſtions were of ſuch a 
Nature as might involve himſelf, and no Man was obliged 
to turn his own Accuſer.” 

On the other Side it was argued, * That if the Houſe was to 
be made acquainted with every Queſtion that the Secret Com- 
mittce might, in Courſe of their Inquiry, propoſe, it was 
no longer a Secret Committee ; that its Deſign was loſt, and 
that as nothing was more common than to examine and con- 
fine a Man by a Warrant from a _ Secretary of State, 
ſo it was not to be preſumed that 21 Gentlemen, whom the 
Commons of Great Britain had repoſed ſo much Confidence 
in, would have leſs Diſcretion, or propoſe any Thing im- 

Ho is ordered in. Proper.” Then the Queſtion being put upon the Motion, 
to Cuſtody, the ſame was agreed to, Ayes 197, Noes 130. PL 
[ris 


( 225 } 

The next Day the Serjeant at Arms was order'd to bring An, 15. Geo. II. 
the ſaid Mr Nicholas Paxton, now a Priſoner in his Cuſtody, to 1742. 
the Committee of Secrecy, to be examined, as often as the 
aid Committee ſhall think fit: And that his Wife have Leave 
to go to and remain with him, but not be allowed Pen, Ink, 
or Paper, and that no Perſon have Acceſs to her, without 
Leave of the Houſe. + 

Then it was farther ordered, that the Committee of Se- 
crecy have Leave to fit, notwithſtanding any Adjournments 
of the Houſe. 

An ingroſſed Bill for veſting in Fohn Tuite, his Execu- Bill for encon 
tors, &c. the ſole Property of his Water Engine, was read N 82 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords. „ 

Ordered an Account of the Quantity of Linens imported Agne et L. 
into Great Britain from foreign Parts: Alſo an Account hen imported 
of all foreign Linens exported from Great Britain to the and exportod, 
| Britiſh Plantations, both from Chriſimas 1734, to Chriſtmas ordet' d in. 

E 1740, with the Drawbacks paid thereupon. Likewiſe an 

Account of the Quantity of Britiſb and 1r;/5 Linens exported 

from Great Britain to the Britih Plantations, from Chri/t- 

| mas 1730, to Chriſtmas 1741. to be laid before the Houſe. 

; April 15. Ordered a new Writ for Cheer,“ in the Room wit fer Chefter. 
of Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart. deceaſed. 

A Petition of the Priſoners for Debt in the Goal of Vor- 

ceſter, was ordered to lie on the Table. 

A Bill to exclude certain Officers from being Members of Officers Bill ge- 

the Houſe of Commons, was read the firſt Lime, and or- dere a {econd 

der'd a ſecond Reading. * 
The ſame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, p....1 Agent 

and gave the Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax Bill, and to given to ſeveral 
| ſeven other publick, and eight private Bills. Bills, 
| His Majeſty being withdrawn, and the Houſe return'd, 
Lord Limerick reported from the Committeee of Secrecy, 
that he was directed by them to acquaint the Houſe, that 
Mr Nicholas Paxton, Sollicitor of the 'Treaſury, did again 
refuſe to anſwer to what had been before demanded of him; , 5 % R 
whereupon it was reſolved by a Majority of 180 Voices fut, is com- 

againlt 1 28, That he be committed cloſe Priſoner to Newgate ; me to News 

| and that he be not allowed Pen, Ink, or Paper; that no Per. gate. 
ſon be permitted to have Acceſs to him, without Leave of 

the Houſe ; that his Wife have Leave to remain with him 

{ during the Time of his Confinement, but that ſhe be not 
allowed Pen, Ink, or Paper; and that no Perſon have 

Acceſs to her, without Leave of the Houſe : It was alſo 

| farther Ordered that the Keeper of Newgate do bring the 

Vol. XIII. G g {aid 
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Mr Paxton per- 


* Philip Henry Warburton, Eſq; was clected. 
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An. 15, Geo, II. ſaid Nicholas Paxton to the Committtee of Secrecy, to be 
1742. examined, as often as the Committee ſhall think fit. 
An Account, ſhewing how the Money granted laſt Seſſion 
for the Colony of Georgia has been applied, was ordered to 
Accounts rela- be laid before the Houſe. 
ting to Georgia Then it was reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty, for a Copy 
a 2 yon of the Petition and Repreſentation of the Council and Af. 
order . ſembly of South Carolina to his Majeſty, dated the 26th of 
July 1740, upon the then State of the ſaid Province. Alſo 
for a Copy of the laſt Memorial of the Truſtees for Georgia 
to his Majeſty. Then the Houſe adjourn'd to the 26th. 
Writs forPlymp- April 26. Ordered a new Writ for Phmpton, in the Room 
—.— betete of Richard Eagecumbe, Eſq; created Lord Edgecumbe + ; and 
23 another for Peterborough, in the Room of William Earl 
Fitzwilliam, of Ireland, created Lord Fitzwilliam of Mil. 
ton in Northamptonſhire. 
Sir William Yonge, by his Majeſty's Command, preſented 
an Eſtimate of the Charge of one Regiment of Horſe, two 
of Dragoons, and four of Foot, transferred from the 1-16; 
to the Britiſb Eſtabliſhment, for 1742. 
Bill for ating April 27. A Bill for taking, examining and ſtating the 
the Publick Ac- publick Accounts of the Kingdom, was read the firſt Time, 
* and ordered a ſecond Reading. 
The Committee April 28. The Commons in a Grand Committee on the 
of Supply vote Supply, reſolved, that one Regiment of Horſe, two Regi- 
ſeven Iriſh Re- ments of Dragoons, and four Regiments of Foot, conſiſting 
_—_— in the whole of 4000 Men, be transferred from the Ii 
Pritiſh Eſtabliſh- tO the Britiſb Eſtabliſhment, for the Vear 17423 and, that 
ment. 74,192 J. 5 5. 44. be granted for defraying the Charge 
thereof: On a Diviſion, Ayes 214, Noes 123. 
Bill relating to April 29. A Bill for preventing the Miſchiefs, which 
Gunpowder. may happen by keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder 
in or near Cities and Towns, was read a firſt Time, and 
ordered a ſecond Reading. 
Petition againſt A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, Traders, and Importers 
the Bill for im- of Wines in Southampton, againſt the Bill order'd in favour 
COS >paniſh of the Importation of Spani/s Wines from Neutral Ports, 
INCS, g 
was order'd to lie upon the Table. 
Several Petitions A Petition of ſeveral Merchants of London, and other 
relating to the Dealers in Linens, made in Great Britain and Treland; 


nen Manufac- ſetting forth, that the Manufactures of Linens have, of late 


= Years, been greatly improved, but cannot be farther ex- 
tended, without the Aid of the Legiſlature ; was referred 

to a Committce of the whole Houſe. 15 
en 


+ Lord Sundon, whoſe Election for Weſtminſter had been declar'd 
void, [Sce p. 63-] was choſen, 
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Then a Petition of the Manufacturers of Linen in Perth, An. 15. Geo, II. 


ſetting forth, inter alia, that the Inhabitants of the foreign 
Linen Countries having great Advantage by the Cheapneſs 
of Flax, and all their Materials for whitening being Duty 5 
free; and that by allowing the Duties on foreign Linen, to 


lonies, Foreigners have had the principal Benefit of our 
Plantations, and the Britiſb and Irich are, in a great Mea- 
ſure, cut off from this Market abroad; that by diſconti- 
nuing the Drawbacks on foreign Linen carried to our Ame- 
rican Settlements, the preſent Spirit for promoting this Ma- 
nufacture would be enlarged ; that as the Increaſe of our 
Houme-Manufactures has within theſe ten or twelve Years 
reduced the Price of foreign Linens from 10 to 15 per Cert. 
there is good Ground to believe, that ſuch farther Improve- 


ments may be made, as that there would be little or no Debate on the 


Occaſion for importing foreign Linen. This Petition was K 
reterr'd to the above Committee. 


up, and ſpoke to the following Effect: 


Sir 


Arguments that were uſed in the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, in Favour of the Troops now under your Conſide- 
ration; and they were drawn either from the Neceſſity of 
ſupplying the Queen of Hungary, in order to preſerve the 

nce of Power in Europe, or from the Fear of an Invaſi- 
on from ſome foreign Power, in the Abſence of the 15,000 
Men, that his Majeity has ordered to be ſent into Flanders. 
As to the Queen of Hungary, I believe, this Houſe is una- 
nimous in their Opinion, that ſhe ought to be ſupported ; and 
if the Queſtion had been, whether the Troops ſhould be 
ſent abroad, to her Aſſiſtance, or not, that Argument would 
have been proper ; but has no Relation at all to the preſent 
Queſtion, His Majeſty has, without adviſing with his Parlia- 
ment, thought fit to order thoſe Troops to embark, and that 
Matter is not now under our Conſideration ; but, I hope, 
his Miniſters are ſatisfied, that the Dutch and Hanover 
Troops will act in Concert with thoſe Troops; the Embar- 
kation will then be highly proper and juſtifiable, but other- 
Wiſe mad and unaccountable. 

* As to the Arguments drawn from the Fear of an Inya- 
ſton, I cannot think Gentlemen were in earneſt when they 
made uſe of them. Our Navy muſt be in a profound Sleep, 
and our Miniſters void of Intelligence, if they ſufter Spain 
to approach our Goaiis ; and as to France, her Finances arc 
1742 G g 2 ſo 


etition from 
erth relating to 
; the Linen Ma- 
a Trifle, to be drawn back at Exportation, even to cur Co- nufactury. 


Reſolution of the 
; Committee for 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply transferringſeven 


the Reſolution of Yeſterday, whereupon Mr Phillips ſtood Iriſh Regiments 
to the Britiſh 


Eſtabliſhment, 
* I attended Yeſterday, in the beſt Manner I could, to the Mr Phillips, 


13 


An. 15, Geo. II. ſo low, and ſhe has ſo many Armies on Foot, to make good 


1742. 


her Engagements to the new Emperor and her other Al. 
lies, that it would be ridiculous to imagine, ſhe would attempt 
to invade us, eſpecially when we have an Army marching 
to her Frontiers. 

* It was ſaid, a Neceſſity might ariſe of ſending more 
Troops abroad; if ſo, will it not be Time enough to ſend 
Troops abroad directly from Ireland. when that Neceſſity ap- 
pears, and cannot they be ſoon replaced by new raiſed Troops 
here? What Argument then can be uſed for taking into 
our Pay this additional Number of Troops? None but 
what prevailed in the Time of the late Adminiſtration, but 
which, I was in Hopes, would have died with them, That 
it is always neceſſary to keep up a large ſtanding Army in 
Eigland; a dangerous Doctrine]! and I will venture to ſay, 
that whoever adviſes a Brit; King to delight in a ſtanding 
Army, is an Enemy to his Country, as it tends to enſlave the 
People, and inſtead of being a Security to the Crown, alie- 
nates the Affections of the Subject, and creates Murmurings 
and Jealouſies; for when People feel, they will complain, 
And I cannot help exprefling the great Surprize I was under 
Yelterday, to hear ſo many Gentlemen that are profeſ1-d 
Friends to Liberty, Advocates for the Increaſe of our Army 
The Supplies already granted amount to above five Millions 
three hundred and eight Thouſand Pounds ; the Embarkation 
of the Troops as they conſiſt of ſo many Horſe and Dra- 
goons, will greatly increaſe that Sum; and, I am ſure, this 
Nation 1s not in a Condition to be at any Expence that is not 
abſolutely neceſſary for its Safety. That theſe 4000 Men 
are neceſſary for that End, I cannot at all believe, and there- 
tore, muſt give my Negative to them. 

The Hon. Gentleman that made the Motion Yeſterday 
in the Committee, “ was pleaſed to ſay, that when the 
16,000 Men are embarked, you would not have above 
11,000 Men left in the Kingdom. I am ſatisfied a lels 
Nomber will be ſufficient in our preſent Circumſtances for 
the Security of the Kingdom ; but I beg Leave to take No- 
tice, that the 1600 Men that are coming over from Minorca, 
inſtead of thoſe that are to be ſent there, are not included 
in that Number, neither are the Marines, and tho' many ot 
theſe are abroad, yet they are not all; I am ſure many of 
the Officers are at home, and they might ſoon raiſe Men to 
ſerve in Place of thoſe that we have been obliged to ſend to 
help to man the Fleet. Shall we never have done increaſing 
the Forces? An Army of 66,000 Men is inconſiſtent with 
the Conſtitution, and mutt one Day ruin it. I was in hopes 

the 


* Sir William Longe. 
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the Redreſſing of Grievances would at leaſt have kept Pace An, 15. Geo. II. 
with the granting of Supplies; but, alas! the one has quite 1742. 
diſtanced the other; and the great Expectations from this 
Parliament will, I fear, end in nothing, but granting more 
Forces and more Money, than has been granted in any Par- 
liament within the ſo much talked of Period of twenty 
Years paſt.” 

Mr #/innington ſpoke next: Mr Winnington, 

Sir, 

© In all Countries, eſpecially in this, the People expect to 
be protected by their Government, they expect to be ſecured 
even from the Approach of Danger, and yet they grudge every 
Expence which becomes neceſſary for that Purpoſe : "This ren- 
ders it popular to oppoſe all publick Meaſures, becauſe every 
publick Meaſure mult be attendedwith a publick Expence; and 
this very often, I believe, createsa Prejudice in Gentlemen who 
are fond of Popularity, which makes them judge amils of al- 
moſt every Meaſure, and every Precaution that can be taken 
by the Government. It is to this Prejudice that I muſt impute 
the Oppoſition which the Meaſure now under our Conſidera- 
tion has met with; for if we conſider it impartially, and 
without Prejudice, there can nothing, I think, appear more 
prudent or more reaſonable. That the Queen of Hungary 
ought to be ſupported, that ſhe ought to be aſſiſted, has been 
for ſome Time almoſt the univerſal Cry of this Nation: 
We ought, they ſay, to aſſiſt her, not only in Conſequence 
of our Engagements but in order to preſerve ourſelves, by 
maintaining the Balance of Power. Whether I concur in this 
general Opinion, it is not now neceſſary to declare; but now 
when it is reſolved to ſend Troops to her Aſſiſtance, and 
ſome of thoſe Troops are, for our domeſtick Security, to 
be replaced by others, Gentlemen begin to find Fault with 
both theſe Meaſures, becauſe both muſt be attended with 
a publick Expence. 

* We are told, that it will be mad and unaccountable to 
ſend our Troops abroad, unleſs we are well aſſured that thoſe 
Troops will be joined by the Troops of ſome other Powers. 
Suppoſe we were not ſure of being joined by the Troops of 
any other Power in Europe, except thoſe of the Queen of 
Hungary herſelf, yet I cannot think it would be either mad 
or unaccountable to ſend a large Body of Troops over to 
Flanders ; becauſe it will ſhew, that we are not only willing, 
but ready to join with thoſe other Powers of Europe, who 
have certainly as great an Intereſt, and ought to have an 
equal Concern for preſerving a Balance of Power in Europe. 
There are ſeveral States and Princes in E urope, who at pre- 
lent affect a Neutrality, and yet we cannot ſuppoſe, they 
are 
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to the Princes of Germany, and appropriating to itſelf the I: 
greateſt Part of tag. Even the Princes of Germany them. a |] 
ſelves, who at preſent continue neutral, and, perhaps, ſome the 
of thoſe who are now joned in Alliance with France, may ; 
be prevailed on to join in a Confederacy for pulling down, bei 
or at leaſt for preſcribing Bounds to the overgrown Power »f hat 
that Monarchy, as ſoon as they ſee the Armies of 3ri:ti:z De 
upon the Continent, and ready to prote ct them againſt that 2 
Power which, in their preſent Situation, they find they can- e 
not reſiſt. This is an Effect which this Nation has, I am as 
ſure, great Reaſon to wiſh for; and as the tranſportirg WW Na 
a Body of our Troops to Flanders, will be attended but with WW 55 
a very ſmall additional Expence, and can be attended with WW 12 
no other Inconvenience, I think, it is worth our whiic to F 
make the Trial, even tho' we be not previouſly aſſured, that 1 t 
either the Dutch, or any other State in Europe, will jon ** 
their Troops with ours, or enter into any Contederacy for 1 ©*2 
the Support of the Queen of Hungary, or for limiting the = 
ambitious Views of the Houſe of Bourbon. xa 
* From hence, I hope, Sir, it will appear, that the Em- 0. 
barkation of our Troops can in no Caſe be deemed med — 
or unaccountable ; but when we ſend our Troops out of the ray 
Kingdom, it would certainly be both mad and unaccoun- * 
table to leave this Iſland deſtitute of a ſufficient Number of ” 
Troops for its Defence, and for ſecuring its domeſtick ye 
Tranquility, Whatever others may think of the diſaffected Tre 
Party amongſt us, I have ſo great an Attachment to our Nu, 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and to the Royal Family now Foo 
upon our Throne, that I am ſtill jealous of that Party, and * 
apprehenſive of their Power. True Love, they ſay, is al. os 
ways mixed with Jealouſy ; and this makes me dread every 72 
Opportunity, the Diſaffected may think they have got, for 1 
putting their Deſigns in Execution. There are ſtil] many E. 
Gentlemen of Figure and Fortune amongſt us, who openly a P 
profeſs their Attachment to the Pretender: There is a Sort bark 
of enthuſiaſtical Spirit of Diſaffection that fil! prevails among any 
the Vulgar ; and, I am afraid, there is by far too great a Cas 
Number of Men of all Ranks and Conditions, who now Tim 
ſeem to be true Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, that 
would declare themſelves otherwiſe, if they thought they dient 
could do fo without running any great or unequal Riſk. beca 
Theſe Conſiderations ſhall always make me jealous of the the! 
Jacobite Party's getting any Opportunity to revel, and this WF and 
they have always thought they had, and always will think up i 
they have, when they ſee the Nation deſtitute of Troops ; 2 fas 
for which Reaſon, I ſhall always be for keeping in the oned 


Iſland, 


1 


Iſland, in Time of War, as well as in Time of Peace, ſuek An. 15. Geo. II. 


a Number of regular Troops as may be ſufficient for awing 
them into Obedience. 

But the Danger of an Inſurrection at home, is far from 
being the only Danger we have to apprehend from not 
having in the Iſland a ſufficient Number of Troops for our 
Defence. The Danger of an Invaſion from abroad, with 
the Pretender at the Head of it, is equally to be apprehen- 


ded ; and the Nature of theſe two Dangers is ſuch, that 


each contributes to the Increaſe of the other. We are now 
in actual War with Spain, and as we are vaſtly ſuperior in 
Naval Force, even tho' ſhe ſhould be openly aſſiſted by 
France, ſhe can expect no Succeſs : She muſt dread the Ef- 
fects and the Event of that War, unleſs ſhe can raiſe ſome 
domeſtick Combuſtion amongſt us. Muſt we not then expect, 


| 45 it not certain, that ſhe will uſe every Art that can be 


F 4 l 
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thought of, for throwing 8 or 10, ooo of her beſt Troops 
into this Iſland, with the Pretender and ſome of his Adhe- 
rents at their Head? And is it not as certain, that upon their 
landing in any Part of the Iſland, they would be joined not 
only by all the Diſaffected, but by all thoſe of deſperate For- 
tunes, who are always more ready to join in overturning, 


than in ſupporting an eſtabliſhed Government; becauſe, from 
their Succeſs in the former, they mult expect greater En- 
couragement than they can expect from their Succeſs in 
the latter. Spain, we know, has a ſufficient Number of 


1 Troops to ſpare for this Purpoſe; and we know what a ſmall 


Number of Ships would be ſufficient for tranſporting 10,000 


Foot and diſmounted Dragoons from Spain to the Southern, 
or South. Weſt Parts of this Iſland ; for they would have no 


Z Occaſion to tranſport Horſe to a Country where Horſes are 


= ſo plentiful, and which is ſo much incloſed, that Horſe can, in 
very few Places, come to a regular Engagement. Twenty 
or Thirty good Merchant Ships would be ſufficient for ſuch 
a2 Purpoſe; and theſe might be provided, the 'Troops em- 
barked, and even landed here, before our Court could have 


any Intelligence of the Deſign, which would have been the 


Caſe in the Year 1718, if their Fleet had not at that 


; Time met with an accidental Storm and contrary Winds. 


Our Navy, Sir, may be uſeful, it will always be ſuffi- 


cient, I hope, to defend us againſt a formidable Invaſion, 
= becauſe we muſt have Intelligence of the Deſign, long before 
© the neceſſary Preparations can be made for ſuch an Invaſion ; 
and may, by a ſuperior Squadron, lock the Enemy's Fleet 
up in their Port, before it can be ready to ſail ; but againſt 


1 a ſudden Invaſion with a ſmall Force, ſuch as I have menti- 
8 end, our Navy can never be a ſufficient Security. For de- 


tending 


1742. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. fending us againſt ſuch an Invaſion, we muſt always have ; 


1742. 


ſufficient Number of Troops in the Iſland ; and I muſt leave 
to Gentlemen to conſider what a woeful and dangerous Con. 
dition we ſhould be in, if 10,000 of the veteran Troops 
of Spain were landed in the Southern or Weſtern Parts of 
this Iſland, and we had but 10 or 12,000 regular Troops 
in the whole Iſland: They might march to our Capital, 
drive the Royal Family, and all its Friends, from thence, 
and place the Pretender upon the Throne, before we could 
bring an equal Number of our regular Troops together to 
oppoſe them; and if they could do this, who can ſay, that 
our regular Army itſelf, or a great Part of it, would not 
declare in favour of the Invaders ? 

The Danger of an Invaſion from Spain, is not therefore 
ſuch a Bugbear, as ſome Gentlemen ſecm inclined to repre- 
ſent it ; but upon ſending our Troops to Flanders, Spain 
is not then the only Country from whence an [nvaſion may be 
juſtly apprehended. The Deſign of our ſending our Troops 
into Flanders is well known : It muſt be to circumſcribe the 
Views of France, or directly to attack that Kingdom. Ei. 
ther of theſe will make France our Enemy, and will induce 
that Court to contrive, if poſſible, how to make an Invaſon 
upon us. They are, 'tis true, at preſent at a great Expence: 
They have lolt great Armies in Ge#many: They have till 
great Armies there ; but they have likewiſe great Armies 
of regular Troops at Home, much more than would be ſuf- 
ficient for making an Invaſion upon us, if we had but 10 or 
12,000 regular 'Troops in the whole Iſland ; and they now 
ſee, that they will be in Danger of loſing all the Money 
they have ſpent, and all the Blood they have ſpilt, without 
being able to reap any Benefit to themſelves ; unleſs they can 
divert the Power of this Nation by raiſing a Civil War 
amongſt ourſelves. Can we ſuppoſe, that in theſe Circum- 
ſtances they will not attempt making an Invaſion upon us, if 
by our own Miſcondu& we put it any Way in their Power? 
By the Superiority of our naval Force, and by keeping a 
ſtrong Squadron in the Channel, we may prevent their be- 
ing able to make an Invaſion upon us with any formidable 
Army; but conſidering how many Ports they have within a 
few Hours ſail of our Coaſt, how many Ships, Fiſhing Vel- 
ſels, and Barks fit for tranſporting Soldiers in ſuch a ſhort 
Voyage, they have in every Port, and how well acquainted 
their Smugglers are with every Creek and Corner of our 
Shore, we muſt admit, that it would be very eaſy for them to 
embark and land 10 or 12,000 of their beſt Troops upon 
our Southern Coaſt, before we could any Way hear of their 


Deſign, or ſend any Squadron to diſappoint them; and this, 
We 
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that we had no ſufficient Number of regular 'i roops to march 


and attack theirs as ſoon as landed. I muſt therefore thin 


it would be the Height of Madneſs in us, to leave this Iſland 
deititute of a Number of Troops ſufficient for defending us 
againſt an Invaſion, that can be made ſuddenly and unawares : 
And as the Army we have now in this Iſland, together with 
the Troops to be brought from Jrel/and, is no more than 
ſufficient for that Purpoſe, I cannot but approve of their be- 
ing brought hither, and mult therefore be for providing for 
their Subſiſtence. 

Our Army, Sir, as it is at preſent modelled and com- 
manded, is ſo far from being dangerous either to the Liberty 
or Property of the Subject, that I think it the ſureſt Pledge 
we have for the quiet Enjoyment of both. TI thought ſo un- 
der the late Adminiſtration : I ſhall think ſo under every 
Adminiſtration, unleſs I ſee an Attempt made to model it ſo, 
as to make it fit for ſerving the Ends of thoſe that may aim 
at arbitrary Power. And as to the Millions we have raiſed, 
or may be obliged to raiſe, I wonder to hear them complain- 
ed of by Gentlemen, who, upon former Occaſions, exclaim- 
ed ſo much againſt our Inactivity, and who have lately ap- 
peared ſo ſanguine for ſupporting the Queen of Hungary. 
Surely, they do not thinl:, that War 1s to be carried on with- 
out the Aid of Millions; or that our Soldiers and Scamen are 
to fight their Battles for them, without the uſual Subſiſtence. 
J with we could raiſe ten Times as many Millions as we do: 
I am ſure, I ſhould think the whole well beſtowed, if there- 
by we could procure a {ſafe and honourable Peace both for 
Europe and ourſelves, We may, perhaps, Sir, for I have 
not made the Calculation, have at preſent above Go, ooo 
Soldiers, if all the Regiments were compleat, beſides fo— 
reign Troops in our Pay ; but no Man can imagine we have 
as yet too many, for if the War continues, and becomes ge- 
neral, we mult raiſe more, or, at leaſt, we muſt take a much 
greater Number of foreign Troops into our Pay ; and I ne- 
ver heard that an Army upon the Continent, or any Army 
but an Army kept up in this Ifland, in Time of Peace, and 
without the Conſent of Parliament, was of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to our Conſtitution ; therefore I muſt think, that no 
Gentleman can, with Reaſon, find Fault with the Number 
of Troops we have now in our Pay, were that Number 
twige as great as it is at preſent. 

Gentlemen ſtill talk of Grievances, and of redreſſing Grie- 
vances at the ſame Time we grant Supplies. They have harp'd 
fo much during this Seſſion upon that String, that the Sub- 
ject is in ſome Meaſure become ludicrous. Surely, if they 

Vor. XIII. H h think 


we may depend on it, they would attempt, if they knew An. x5. Geo. II. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. think any Thing a Grievance, they ought to put the Quelti- 


1742. 


Mr Carew. 


on fairly to the Houſe, and have it voted to be ſo, before 
they talk of having it redreſs'd ; eſpecially, as they know, 
that there are many Gentlemen in this Houſe who happen to 
differ from them in Opinion, with reſpect to every Grievance 
they have been pleaſed to give us the leaſt Hint of; for ſome 
of thoſe Things they have been pleaſed to mention as Grie. 
vances are, I believe, by a Majority of the Houſe, thought 
to be National Benefits, and others are, by the ſame Majo- 
rity, thought to have no preſent Exiſtence. Therefore, till 
the Queſtion is fairly ſtated, and the Opinion of the Houſe 
taken upon it, which is the only Way I can think of for de- 
termining the Queſtion, it is impoſſible to tell what is or is 
not a Grievance, or whether we have at all any Grievance 
to complain of. For my own Part, I do not think we have 
any Grievance but one to complain of, and that is, our hay- 
ing a Set of Gentlemen amongſt us, who oppoſe every Mea- 
ſure of Government, merely becauſe they had no Share 
in adviſing it, nor are like to have any Share in carrying it 
into Execution. This, I ſhall grant, is a real Grievance, 
but this Grievance we have been always plagued with, and 
always, I fear, will, as long as we preſerve our Liberties; 
therefore I ſhall never think of having it redrefled : I ſhall 
only recommend it to all thoſe who have now, or ſhall here- 
after have, the Honour of being Members of this Houſe, 
to conſider ſeriouſly and impartially every Queition that comes 
before them, and to give their Vote upon that Side which 
appears moſt ſuitable to the true Intereſt of their Country ; 
for if this Advice be followed upon the preſent Occaſion, I 
make no Doubt of having the Concurrence of a great Ma- 
jority of this Houſe, in agreeing with our Committee upon 
the Subject now under our Conſideration.” 


Mr Carex ſpoke next: 
Six, 

Whether I am ever miſled, or whether I may be ever 
miſled by an Affection of Popularity, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine; but I muſt acknowledge, and I glory in the 
Acknowledgment of it, that I do affect Popularity; I do 
covet the Eſteem and good Opinion of my Countrymen : 
I ſhall always covet it: And whatever Gentlemen may pre- 
tend, if they do not endeavour to be popular, it is not be- 
cauſe they deſpiſe it, but becauſe they find the Purſuit in- 
conſiſtent with their Vanity, their Avarice, or ſome other 
more ridiculous Paſſion. I am ſure, an Aﬀectation to be a 
Courtier may, and does much oftner, miſlead Men, than an 
Affectation to be popular, for when the People are fully 

inform'd 
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informed, and have had Time to conſider a Thing coolly An. 1 5. Geo, II. 


and ſeriouſly, we ſeldom find them judge amiſs ; and the 
Reaſon is, becauſe they have nothing in View but the pub- 
lick Good, whereas a Court has ſeldom the publick Good 
in View ſo much as ſome private Intereſt of its own. This 
Obſervation, whicf is founded in Reaſon, is confirmed by 
Experience ; for through our whole Hiltory we ſhall find, 
that where the Court and People have happened to be of 
different Opinions, the People have almoſt always been in 
the right. I do not however ſay, but the People may ſome- 
times be in the wrong : When their Paſſions are inflamed, 
or when they have not a proper Information, they may judge 
amiſs ; and when this is the Caſe, it is the Duty of every 
Man who differs from them, to endeavour to ſet them right, 
and to maintain reſolutely that Opinion which he thinks 
moſt reaſonable ; but upon ſuch Occaſions, a Man ought 
to examine and re-examine his own Opinion, and to take 
great Care that he is not miſled by ſome private Paſſion or 
View of his own. 

I wiſh every Gentleman in this Houſe would follow this 
Method : If they did, we ſhould have no Conteit, Sir, a- 
bout the Expediency of free and frequent Parliaments ; nor 
about the Truth of ſeveral Facts which ſome Gentlemen 
now ſeem to doubt of, or poſitively to deny. We ſhould all 
join in declaring Septennial Parliaments to be a Grievance ; 
for except the ſecond Parliament of King Char/es IT. or ra- 
ther the firſt called by him, I do not know that ever any 
Parliament laſted ſo long as ſeven Years, till the Septennial 
Bill took Place; and ſince that Time, I doubt if they have 
improved either in their Dignity or Uſe. We ſhould all join 
in declaring it to be a Grievance, to have any Member of 
this Houſe in Danger of loſing the belt Part of his Subũſtence 
by voting according to his Conſcience ; and we ſhould all 
join in having ſuch a Suſpicion of the late Condudt of our 
publick Affairs, as ought to be deemed a ſufficient Ground 
for a ſtrict Inquiry. 

* In all theſe Things the People without Doors almoſt 
univerſally concur ; and if no Gentleman amongſt us was miſ- 
led by his Attachment to the Court, or to ſome private View 
or Paſſion of his own, I am perſuaded we ſhould here be 
pretty unanimous in the ſame Opinion. We ſhould like- 
wiſe, in this Caſe, be unanimous, I believe, in our Opinion, 
that conſidering the great Number of Troops we have now 
on foot, we might ſafely ſpare to ſend 16,000 of them to 
Flanders, withont calling over any Regiments from /re/and ; 
for ſurely it will not be ſaid, that thoſe Regiments, while 
they remain here, cam be of any Service to the Queen o! 
1742. H 2 Hungary 


1 42. 


An. 15. Geo. II. 


1742. 


— ä — 


( 236 ) 
Hungary : On the contrary, they will do her a Prejudice, 
by couſtuming a Part of our publick Revenue which other- 
wiſe night be ſent to her; and every one muſt grant, that 
ready Money is the Sort of Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtands moſt in 
need of, 

* The Fear of an Invaſion or an Inſurrection in favour of 
the Pretender, is ſuch a threadbare Argument, that I am 
ſurpriſed to hear it again ſeriouſly made uſe of in this Houſe. 
W hat the Hon. Gentleman ſaid of the Redreſs of Gri-vances 
may much more 'ultly be applied to the Fear of the Preten- 
der; for this Argument is never made uſe of lately, but 
you may ſee a general Smile ſpread itſelf over the whole 
Houſe. Nay, in the Countenance of every Gentleman who 
makes uſe of it, you may ſee ſuch a Contraſt as is generally 
obſerved in the Countenance of a young Widow upon the 
Loſs of an old Huſband. She affects a Sorrow, but in ſpigbt 
of all ſhe can do, her inward Joy breaks forth in the Diſpo- 
ſition of ſome of her Features. I hope, all the Gentlemen 
of this Houſe have a real Affection for our preſent Royal 
Family ; but I wiſh, ſome of us would ſhew a little more 
Affection for the Liberties and Conſtitution of our Countr: ; 
for whoever betrays them to his Jealouſy or Fear of the Pre- 
tender, does our preſent Royal Family more Harm by his 
Jealouſy, than he can ever do it good by his Affection. 

* It would be eaſy, Sir, to ſhew the Impoſſibility, or at 
leaſt the Improbability of all the Inſurrections and Invaſions 
we have been terrified with in this Debate; but it is ſo ſelf- 
evident, and has been ſo often and fo fully explained upon 
former Occaſions, that I do not think it worth my while to 
enlarge upon the Subject. Therefore, I ſhall only obſerve 
in general, that by ſome Gentlemens Way of arguing upon 
this Subject, they make a very bad Compliment to our pre- 
ſent Royal Family, or to thole who have an Affection for 
that Family ; for by magnifying to ſuch a Degree the Dan- 
ger we ſhould be in from an Inſurrection or ſudden Invafion 
in Favour of the Pretender, they muſt either ſuppoſe, that 
his Majeſty has no affectionate Subjects except thoſe who are 
inliſted in his Army, or they mult ſuppoſe, that thoſe who 
are well affected towards our preſent Royal Family, have fo 
little Courage, that they will neither rik their Lives nor 
their Fortunes for that Family, upon which, they think, 
their Liberti:s, Properties and Religion depend. But how- 
ever free thoſe Gentlemen, cut of the Abundance of their 
Affection, may make with their King or their Countrymen, 
I am far from having ſuch an Opinion of either. I am 
perſuaded, his Majeſty has many loyal Subjects, beſides thole 
of his Army, who would be ready to venture both theic 

Lives 
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Lives and Fortunes in his Defence: I believe, there are very few An, 15. Geo. II. 
who would venture either for the Pretender ; and therefore, 1742» 

if by a very extraordinary Concurrence of Events, 10 or 

12,000 Foreigners were landed amongſt us, with the Preten- 

der at their Head, I am convinced, they would be joined by 

very few, but, on the contrary, would ſoon be overwhelmed 

by the Numbers of Men that would take Arms in Defence 

of their King, and the Liberties of their Country. 

* This I hope, Sir, is the Caſe at preſent: It will certain- 
ly be the Caſe, as long as the People think that the Preſer- 
vation of their Liberties depends upon the Preſervation of 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; but ſhould the Scene be 
changed, ſhould the People find the Liberties of their Coun- 
try oppreſſed by a numerous mercenary Army, and that Op- 
© preſſion enforced and made legal by a more mercenary Par- 

liament, they would probably turn their Eyes to the Preten- 
der for Relief; and then if he ſhould land in any Part of the 

Iſland, with half the Number of foreign Troops, his Army 
would increaſe like a Snowball ; a few Days March would 
make it too huge and mighty for our mercenary Army to 
oppoſe, and the more ſo, becauſe a great many of the com- 
mon Soldiers, and perhaps ſome of the Officers, would cer- 
tainly deſert, and join the invading Enemy. I mull there- 
fore think, that thoſe Gentlemen who are for ſecuring the 
People's Loyalty by a numerous mercenary Army, are ex- 
actly in the Caſe of a jealous Huſband, who, to ſecure his 
© Wife's Chaſtity, locks her up: She will certainly, ſome 
Time or other, get an Opportunity, and the ſirſt ſhe gets, 
ſhe will certainly make the proper Uſe of, ſuch an Uſe as 
© ſuch an Huſband deſerves. Sir, the Eng/i Padlock is cer- 
tainly the beſt : Clap the Padlock upon the Minds of the 
People: This can no way be done but by truſting to them- 
ſelves the Defence of their King and Country: Diſband 
therefore your Army, or the greatelt Part of that you have 
no Occaſion for abroad: Take all poſſible Methods to make 
your People accuſtom themſelves to Arms and military Diſ- 
cipline ; and then you can be in no Danger from an Inſur- 
rection of a few difaffeted Perſons, nor from any Invaſion 
W that can be made upon you, as long as you have a ſuperior 

Force at Sea. 

Por this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, that the 
bringing theſe Regiments from Jre/and and keeping them 
here, inſtead of preventing an Invaſion, will probably encou- 
rage our Enemies to make the Attempt ; and inſtead of de- 
feating it when made, they will more probably contribute 
towards rendering it ſucceſsful. Gentlemen tell us, Sir, 
tat our Army, modelled and commanded as it is at pre- 
lent, 
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An. 15. Ceo. II. ſent, can never be dangerous to Liberty. For God's ſake 


1742. 


How would they have it modelled and commanded ? Is it 
not modelled and commanded in the very ſame Manner 
thoſe Armies were that have deſtroyed the Liberties of other 
Countries ? Is it not under the arbitrary Command of the 
Prime Miniſter ? Are not all the Officers Commiſſions at his 
arbitrary Diſpoſal ! Have not they been taught for twenty 
Years, that a blind Submiſhon to his Orders, in civil as well 
as military Affairs, is the only Road to Preferment, the 
only Tenure by which they can expe& to hold their Com- 
miſſions? Is it poſſible to have an Army modelled and com. 
manded in a Method more dangerous to Liberty ? At the 
Revolution, I know, Sir, it was ſuppoſed, that no Army 
could be dangerous to Liberty, but an Army kept up within 
the Iſland, in Time of Peace, without the Conſent of Par. 
liament ; but we have ſince, by Experience, been taught 
otherwiſe : We now know, that the Officers of an Army, 
modelled as it is at preſent, may endanger publick Liberty 
by their own or their Friends Votes in this Houſe and at 
Elections, more than they can do by their Swords in the 
Field; and in this Way, we know, that an Army of Br:tiþ 
Subjects, even when employed upon the Continent, or kept 
in any of our remote Dominions, may be of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to the Liberties of their Country, My Hon. Friend 
was therefore in the right when he ſaid, that an Army of 
above 60,000 Men was inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution; 
for I ſhall always think ſo, as long as the Officers Com- 
miſſions are all at the arbitrary Diſpoſal of a Prime Mi. 
niſter. 

What our Miniſters intend to do with the Troops now 
ordered for F/anders, or what Encouragement they may have 
for ſending them thither, I do not know ; but if they have 
good Reabon to expect that our Troops will be joined by 
the 'I roops of ſome neighbouring States, I hope, theſe Re- 
giments that are to be brought from 1re/and, and as many 
more as we can poſſibly ſpare, will be ſent aſter the reſt. 
J ſhall not as yet pretend to find Fault with this Meaſure of 
ſending our Troops abroad; but if it ſhould afterwards ap 
pear, that we had no good Reaſon to hope for being joined 
by any other Troops, beſides thoſe of the Queen of Hun 
gary, nor any Reaſon to expect being able to form a Con- 
federacy in favour of that Princeſs, I ſhall then certainly 
condemn the Meaſure ; for ſurely we are not ſo mad as to 
imagine, that we are able to ſupport the Pragmatick San 
againſt all the powerful Princes of the Empire, united with 
France and Spain againſt it; and if we ſhould be obliged 
to bring our Troops back without attempting any Thing, 

we 
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ve ſhall make a very poor Figure in the Eyes of all Europe, An. 15. Geo. II. 
| which, I am ſure, will no Way contribute to reſtore our 1742. 
Character, but on the contrary, will fink it ſtill lower, if 
| poflible, than our late Puſillanimity and perplexed Nego- 
| tiations have done. If we are itill to do nothing but nego- 
tiate, we might have ſaved ourſelyes the Expence of keep- 
ing in Pay ſuch a numerous Army ; or, at leait, we might 
have kept our Money amongſt ourſelves, by keeping our 
Army at home. All the Powers of Europe know, that, as 
we are Maſters of the Sea, and have always abundance of 
| Tranſports ready at a Call, we can ſend an Army to the 
© Ccntinent whenever we pleaſe; and therefore, if none of 
| them be now inclined to join us, I am ſure, our putting 
| ourſelves to the Expence of ſending a large Body of Troops 
thither, without ſome previous tho' ſecret Aſſurances, will 
not alter their Inclinations, becauſe it will give them a very 
bad Opinion of our Conduct. 

* The Conſequence will therefore, I hope, ſhew, that our 
Miniſters had good Aſſurances from thoſe that ought to give 
them : In that Caſe, I hope, the Regiments propoſed to be 
brought from /re/and will be ſent after the reſt ; but till 

| they are ſent, or juſt ready to be ſent, I think we have no 

| Occaſion to transfer them from the 1-144 to the Britiſb Eſta- 

bliſhment; for which Reaſon I muſt be againſt approving 
* the Reſolution of our Committee.” 


Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing with the Reſo- The Reſolutions 
* lutions of the Committee, it was reſolv'd in the Affirmative, of the Commit- 
| Ayes 280, Noes 169. D 
Then the Call of the Houſe was adjourned for a Fort- : 
night, and it was ordered, that no Member do go out of 

= Town, without Leave. 

Abril zo. A Petition of the Manufacturers of Linnen in ,,. Petition 
the Town of Montro/e ; alſo of Aberbrothock, Brechin, Ber- relating to the 
vie, and G/aſoow, to the ſame Effect as that from Perth, was Linen Manufac- 
referred to the ſame Committee. urF. 

A Petition of Thomas Stephens, Agent for the People of petition from T. 
© Georgia, ſetting forth, That, by Letters Patent, dated the Stephens, Agent 
th of Jure, 1732, a large Tract of waſte Land was grant- for Georgia, 
ed to the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the Colony; and that, in 

© Purſuance thereof, large Sums have been granted by Parlia- 

ment, ſeveral private Contributions made, Numbers of Gen- 

temen have adventur'd on their own Expence, many in- 

duſtrious poor Perſons were ſent over by the Truſtees, to 

5 cultivate the Colony on their Scheme ; and that the Failure 

of this Scheme, which has been found to be utterly imprac- 

= Ucable, has been properly repreſented from Time to Time 
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An. 15. Geo. II. to the Truſtees, and neceſſary Alterations recommended and 
1742. petition'd for, for near Seven Years ; and that, through a Re. 
oy ul thereof, and the Miſapplication of the pablick Money, 
great Delays in diſcharging the Debts due from the Trullees 

to the People, and many Abuſes in the Civil Power, the Co- 

lony is fo greatly reduced, as to be incapable of fulfilling hs 

Majeſty's molt gracious Defigns in eſtabliſhing it; unleſs ſuch MM 

preſent Redrets be found for the injured People, and ſuch 

Means procured for their Encouragement, as may concur {WW «< 


with the natural Fertility of the Soil, the commodious Situ. WW , 

tion of the Province, and its excellent Harbours for Trade, 

ta anſwer the generous Purpoſes of an effectual Eitablih. WS 7 

ment. This Petition was referred to the Conſideration of a 1 {4 

Committee of the whole Houle. = 
8 Mr Comptroller preſented, purſuant to Addreſs of the 15th N 
thence, and from Of April a Copy of the Petition from and Repreſentation of WW . 
South Carolina. the Council and Aſſembly of South Carolina, and the Me. 2, 

morial of the 'Trultees of Georgia. 17 


Farther Petitions May 3. A Petition of the Manufacturers and Dealers in in 
relating to the Linnen in the Burghs of Stirling, Queensferry, Dunfermline, 
Linen Manutac- Zywerkeithing, Dyſert, Burntiſland, Kirkaldie, Renfrew, and ſo 


try Dundee, were referred to the Conſideration of the Con mit-. th 
tee of the whole Houſe on the Linen ManufaQury [Sﬆ: D 
p. 226. | 5 
Allo acoint the A Petition of ſeveral Merchants of Exeter, againſt the p Re 
St nin Wine Bill in favour of the Importation of Spaniſh Wines, was £ M. 
Bull; ordered to lic on the Table. 


Reſolved that an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, for 
Copies of the Petition of Thomas Stephens (who (tiles him. 
ſelf Agent for the People of Georgia) to his Majeſty, datec 
March 26, 1742, with the Anſwer of the Truſtees thereto, 
to be laid before the Houle. 

May 4. A Petition of the Linen ManufaQurers of Aber 
deen and Pai) was referred to the Committee of the whole 


© 


bn 8 : NN . e 


Houſe on the Linen Trade. 7 

Likewiſe from A Petition of the inſolvent Debtors in the County Goal Ca; 
inſolventDebtors. of Sap, was ordered to lie on the Table. ſurt 
May 5. Ordered that a Committee be appointed to confi WW ord 

der of printing the Journals of the Houſe. J 

The Spaniſn Then the Houſe proceeded to the farther hearing of Coun- ding 
Wine Bil! cem- ſel on the Bill to impower Meſſrs Nuthall, Fydell, Michel, WW ſuch 
muted. Sc. to import, from neutral Ports, a certain Quantity of > deſt. 
Spaniſh Wines: Aſter Debate, the ſaid Bill was committed, othe 

Ayes 63, Noes 62. | mak 

Eftimates of the May 6. Sir Miiliam Yonge preſented to the Houſe (by ti men 
Daniſh and Heſſi- King's Command) an Account of the Charge of the Dar WF V 


_ 4264 pre- and Han Troops paid by Great Britain, from the 25 
; , ; gi F 
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of March to the 25th of December 1741 : Likewiſe an Eſti- An. 1 5. Geo. It, 
mate of the Charge of the Dani Troops from the 26th of 1742. 
December 1741, to the 3d of March 1741-2; and of the 
Heſian Troops from the 26th of December 1741, to the 
25th of December 1742: Likewiſe an Eſtimate of the 
Charge of the General and Staff-Officers ior the Forces in 
Flanders for 1742 ; and alſo of the Officers appointed to 
attend the Hoſpital of the Service of the Forces in Flanders, 
commencing the 2oth of March 1741-2, and ending the 
24th of December 1742. | 

A Bill for eſtabliſhirg an Agreement with the Bank of Bill for borrow- 
England, for advancing a certain Sum of Money towards ing 1,600,000 1, 
the Supply for the Year 1742, was read a firſt Time, and of the Bank 3 
ordered a ſecond Reading. 

May 7. A Bill to explain and amend an Act made in the Alſo a Bill re- 
13th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Act for lating to Vaga- 
amending and enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- carer ay " 
bonds, Ce. was read a firſt Time, ordered a ſecond Reads. 
ing, and to be printed. 

An ingroſſed Bill for ſecuring to John Byrom, A. M. the Bill for encou- 
ſole Right of publiſhing his Art of Short Hand, was read raging Short 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Sir Thomas Hand paſs'd. 
Drury. 

Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Plympton, in the writ for Plymp— 
Room of Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; “ made Treaſurer of his ton. : 


= Majeſty's Navy. 


May 10. A Bill to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted gin pagy for 
to qualify themſelves for Offices, &c. was read the third qualitying Offi- 
Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Carew. ers. 

Upon a Motion by Mr Hayward, ſeconded by Lord Gage, 

Sc. a Bill was ordered in for the more effectual preventing Bill to prevent 
any Cloth, or woollen Goods, remaining upon the Rack or ſtealing Cloth oft 
Tenters, or any Wool left out to dry, from being ſtolen, or e 

taken away in the Night Time. 

A Motion being made by Mr Fazakerley, ſeconded by Mr Bill for gualify- 
Carew, &c. that Leave be given ta bring in a Bill for the ing Juſtices ot 
further Qualification of Juſtices of the Peace, the ſame was ****< 
order'd in accordingly. 

May 11. A Bill to revive the Acts, For explaining, amen- Pill fur explain- 
ding, and rendering the Laws more effectual, for puniſhing ing and conti- 
ſuch Perſons as ſhall wilſully and maliciouſly pull down or une beet! 
deſtroy Turnpikes for repairing Highways; or Locks, or 
other Works, erected by Authority of Parliament, for 


making Rivers navigable, and ſor other Purpoſes therein 


mentioned: And alſo to continue ſeveral Laws, for granting 


Vol XIII. I 1 Liberty 


0 «x was ſo appointed on the Reſignation of Mr Speaker, and was te- 
ed, 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
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Liberty to carry Rice from his Majeſty's Province of Caro. 
lina in America, directly to any Part of Europe Southward of 
Cape Finiſterre, in Ships built in, and belonging to Great 
Britain, and navigated according to Law, and to extend 
that Liberty to his Majeſty's Province of Georgia in Ame. 
rica : For preventing Frauds in the Cuſtoms, and to prevent 
the clandeſtine running of Goods: And for making Copper 
Ore of the Byi/;/- Plantations, an enumerated Commodity, 
was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Then it was ordered that the Truſtees for the Colony of 
Georgia do lay before the Houſe, all Reſolutions, which they 
have at any Time agreed upon, concerning the Tenures 
of Land in the ſaid Colony: Alſo a Petition for Negroes 
from ſome of the Inhabitants, in the Year 1735: Anda 
Remonſtrance from the Inhabitants thereof to the ſaid Tru- 
ſees, in the Year 1740. 

May 12. A Petition of ſeveral Soap-Makers of Exeter, 
repreſenting, That, notwithſtanding the Care of thoſe em- 
ployed in ſecuring the Duties on Soap, the Laws already 
enacted are not ſufficient to prevent great Frauds daily com- 
mitted by Soap-Makers, whereby the Crown is deprived of a 
conſiderable Part of the ſaid Duties, and the fair Trader is 
greatly injured ; and propoſing, that an Impreſſion be made 
with a Stamp upon every Piece of Soap, that is weighed, 
and charged with the Duty ; and that thoſe who ſhall expoſe 
any Cake of Soap to Sale, not having ſuch Impreſſion there- 
on, ſhall forfeit as the Parliament ſhall think fit, was order- 
ed to lie on the Table. 

A Bill for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the Bank of 
England, for advancing 1, Goo, ooo /. towards the Supply for 
the Year 1742, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ent 
to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 

May 13. A Petition of ſeveral Merchants of Great Jar— 
mouth, in Norfolk, againſt the Bill in favour of the Impor- 
tation of Span; Wines, was ordered to lie on the Table. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply 
the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, wis. 

I. That 47,273 J. 95. 5 + d. be granted for defraying the 
Charge of what remains to be paid to the Troops of the 
King of Denmark, being 1194 Horſe, and 5692 Foot, to- 
gether with the General Officers, in the Pay of Great Br: 
tain, from the 25th of March to the 25th of December, 
1741. 

II That 51,072 J. 4s. 2 x d. be granted for defraying 
the Charge of the Dani Troops, from the 26th of De- 
cember 1741, to the 3d .of March 1741-2, together with 

- the 
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the Proportion of the Subſidy due for the ſaid Time, and An. 15. Geo, II. 
alſo for 42 Days Pay, and Waggon-Money for their Return 1742, 
home, purſuant to Treaty. 

III. That 33,309 J. 7 5. be granted for defraying the 
Charge of what remains to be paid to the Troops of the 
King of Swweder, as Landgrave of He? Caſſell, being 
1264 Horſe, and 4908 Foot, together with the General Of- 
ficers and Train of Artillery, in the Pay of Great Britain, 
from the 25th of March to the 25th of December 1741. 

IV. That 161,607 J. 175. 1 4 4. be granted for defray- 
ing the Charge of the ſaid He/ian Troops, from the 26th 
of December 1741, to the 25th of December 1742, toge- 
ther with the Subſidy for the ſaid Time, purſuant to Trea- 
ty. 
V. That 25,731 J. 6 s. 8 4. be granted for defraying the 
Charge of the General and Staff Officers, appointed to at- 
tend the Forces in Flanders, with the Contingencies for the, pr the gti 
other Service, for 1742. N 

VI. That 1365 J. be granted, for defraying the Expence Flanders; 
of the Hoſpital, tor the Service of the ſaid Foices for 1742. 

VII. That 20,000 /. be granted towards enabling the gig, 20, Oo l. 
Commiſſioners for building a Bridge croſs the Thames, from for Weſtminſter 
Meſiminſter to the oppoſite Shore in Surrey, to finiſh the ſaid Bridge. 

Bridge. 

The Lord Limerick made a Report from the Committee _ 8 
of Secrecy, which he read in his Place, and afterwards de *, dere 
livered in at the Table. tee preſented. 

Then a Motion being made by his Lordſhip, and ſecond- 
ed by Sir John St Aubin, that Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill, for indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon Examina- A Bill order'd in 
tion, make Diſcoveries touching the Diſpoſition of publick for indemnitying 
Money, or concerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or any en 
Payments or Agreements in reſpect thereof, or concerning Oxford. 
other Matters, relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of 
Orford. After Debate, a Bill was order'd in accordingly, 
on a Diviſion, Ayes 251, Noes 228. 

The Report, with the Appendix, from the ſaid Committee 
was alſo ordered to be printed “. 

Then it was farther reſolved, that the Call of the Houſe 
be adjourn'd for a Fortnight, Ayes 231, Noes 221. 

May 14. On a Motion made by Mr Carew, a Bill was A Bill to prevers 
order'd in, more eſfectually to prevent Perſons from aſſiſting the Eſcape of Pri- 
Priſoners to eſcape, or to attempt to eſcape, from their loner: order'd iu. 
Confinement. 'I'his was brought in the next Day, read a 
firit Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

May 15. A Bill for the more effectual preventing any 

1742. I i z Clocn, 

® This the Reader will find at large in the Appendix to this Volume. 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Cloth, or woollen Goods, remaining upon the Rack 
1742. or Tenters, or any Wool left out to dry, from being ſtolen, 
or taken away in the Night Time, was read a firſt Time, 

and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be printed. 
Bill to prevent On a Motion made by Mr Phillips, and ſeconded by Mr 
Realing of Fiſh, Powney, a Bill was ordered in for the more effectual puniſh. 
ing of Perſons, who ſhall unlawfully and malicioufly kill, 
deſtroy, or ſteal any Fiſh kept in Ponds or Stews, and alſo 


Perſons, who ſhall wilfully or maliciouſly pull down or de- 


{troy the Pales or Walls of any Park or Paddock. 
A Petition of ſeveral Sope-makers of Launceſton, to the 
ſame Effect as that from Exeter [See p. 242.] was ordered to 
lie on the Table. 
Mr Bell order'd The Lord Limerick having reported from the Committee 
into Cuſtody for of Secrecy, that Mr 7o/eph Bell“ having been examined by 
3 Set the ſaid Committee, refuſed to anſwer to what had been de- 
Committee, manded of him, he was ordered into Cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms : On a Diviſion, Ayes 117. Noes 110. 
Bill relating to Then the Bill for indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon 
the Ear! ot Or- Examination, make Diſcoveries touching the Diſpoſition of 
_—_— 4.2 publick Money, or concerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or 
24 Rcading. . 
any Payments or Agreements in reſpect thereof, or concern- 
ing other Matters, relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of 
Orford was read a firſt 'I ime, and ordered a ſecond: Read- 
ing. 
Proceeding: on Chen the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of tie 
tue Officers Bill, whole Houſe, on the Bill to exclude certain Officers from 
being Members of the Houſe of Commons; and rejected the 
Clauſe for excluding all Officers of the Army under the 
Rank of a Lieutenant Colonel: On a Diviſion : Ayes 146, 
Noes 113. 
e*itions 2gaint May 17. A Petition of ſeveral Soap-Makers of Tawi/:c, 
Frauds of Soap- and of Taunton, to the ſame Effect as thoſe from Launce/ter 
makers, and E xeter, were ordered to lie on the Table. 

Bill relatin A Bill to impower the juſtices of the Peace of a Liberty, 
l ating to . . 4 — 
Houſ.s of Cor- OF Corporation, to commit Offenders to the Houſe of Cor 
rection; rection of the County, Riding, or Diviſion, in which ſuch 

Liberty or Corporation is ſituate, was read the third Time, 
paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Vilbinſon. 
Another for ſe- A Bill for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade and 
curing Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, was read 
12 Pa!” the third Time, and paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Sit 
; Robert Godſchall f. 
Maj 


/ 


* Comptroller of the Poſt-Office. 


of Lords, where it was rejected, in T1mBERLAand's Hiſtory, Vol. VIII. 
p. 113. 
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| tive, Ayes 233, Noes 221 ; and the Committee went 
through the Bill, and reported it with ſeveral Amendments. 


i Examination, make Diſcoveries, &c. relating to the Conduct 
ol Robert Earl of Orford, was read the third Time, and And paſs'd. 


| the Lords by Lord Limerick. 
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May 18. A Bill for indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, An. 15. Geo. II. 
upon Examination, make Diſcoveries touching the Diſpo- 1742. 
ſition of publick Money, or the Diſpoſition of Offices, &c. 
relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, was read 
a ſecond Time ; and after Debate it was reſolved, that the 
Bill be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe : 
Ayes 228, Noes 216. 
Then Sir John Hind Cotton mov'd, That the Houſe do 
immediately reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe upon the ſaid Bill, which was carried in the Affirma- 


Bill relating to | 
the Earl of Or- 
ford committed; 


May 19. A Bill for indemnifying Perſons, who ſhall, upon 


paſs'd : On a Diviſion, Ayes 214, Noes 186 ; and ſent to 


A Bill, for the more effectual puniſhing ſuch Perſons, gill to prevent 
as ſhall unlawfully and maliciouſly kill, deſtroy, or ſteal the ſtealing of 
any Fiſh kept in Ponds or Stews, and alſo Perſons, who Fiſh order'd a 
ſhall wilfully and maliciouſly pull down or deſtroy the Pales 2 Reading. 
or Walls of any Park or Paddock; was read a firſt Lime, 
and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

A Bill, more effectually to prevent Perſons from aſliſting Bill paſG*dto pre- 
Priſoners to eſcape from their Confinement, was read the vent Priſoners 
third Time, paſs d, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Carew. eſcaping. 

Mr Pulteney repprted from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, the Bill to exclude certain Officers from being Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons; and it was reſolv'd that ! 
the ſaid Bill ſhould not take Place 'till after the Expiration | 
of this Parliament: On a Diviſion, Ayes 152, Noes 75. [ 

Ordered an Account of the Amount of the Duties paid Amount of Du- 
on Cambricks, from Chriftmas 1727 to Chriſtmas 1740, in- — 3 _ 4 
cluſive ; alſo of the Amount of the Drawbacks paid on Cam- in- cs [ 
bricks exported, during the ſaid Time, to be laid before | 
the Houſe. 

May 20. A Petition of ſeveral Soap-makers of Totneſs, More Petitions 
to the ſame Effect as thoſe from Exeter, was ordered to telating to Soap- 
lie on the Table. _ 

A Motion being made by Mr Phillips, and ſeconded by gin for Relief of 
Mr Carew, to bring in a Bill for remedying ſome Defetts the Poor, order'd 
in the Act made in the 43d Year of the Reign of Queen in. 

Elizabeth, intituled, An Act for the Relief of the Poor; the 
ſame was granted accordingly, and thoſe two Gentlemen, 
with Mr Bramſton, Mr Winford, the Lord Chetwynd, the 
Lord Percival, and Mr Legh Maſjter, were ordered to bring 
in the ſame. 

Sir 
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An. 15. Geo, II. Sir John Hind Cotton having reported from the Com. 
1742. mittee of the whole Houſe, - the Bill for taking, examining, 
and ſtating the publick Accounts of the Kingdom; the 
ſame, with the Amendments, was order'd to be ingroſs'd. 
Proceedings on Then it was reſolved, that the Number of Commiſſioners 
the Bill for ſtat- for taking, examining and ſtating the {aid Accounts, be ſeven, 
ing the publick to be choſen by Ballot. It was alſo reſolved, that no Per. 
cee, ſon ſhall be a Commiſſioner, who hath any Office of Profit, 
or is accountable to his Majeſty ; but that the Commiſſioners 
may be Members of the Houſe. 
Add te at" Upon a Motion of Lord Limerick's, by Direction from the 
the Papers relat. Committee of Secrecy, the Houle reſolved to preſent an 
ing to the Con- Addreſs to his Majeſty, for all the Powers, Inſtructions, 
vention with Memorials, Letters and Papers, relating to the Convention“ 
* between Great Britain and Spain, concluded at the Pardo, 
January 14, 1739, N. S. as allo all Memorials, Letters and 
Papers, relating to the ſaid Convention, fince the figning 
thereof, till the Declaration of the War with Spain: On a 
Diviſion, Ayes 202, Noes 182. 
Bill to exclude May 21. A Bill to exclude certain Officers from being 
Officers ; Members of the Houſe of Commons, was read the third 
Time, paſs'd, and ordered to be ſent to the Lords by Mr 
Pulteney. 

May 24. Notice being taken by ſome Members, that the 
ſaid Bill had not been carried up to their Lordſhips, Mr 
Sandys was ſent with the ſame. 

And another re. Then a Bill for preventing the counterfeiting of Gold 
lating to Gola and Silver Lace, and for ſettling and adjuſting the Propor- 
and Silver Lace, tions of fine Silver and Silk, and for the better making of 
paſs'd. Gold and Silver Thread, was read the third Time, pals'd, 
and ſent to the Lords by Sir Robert Gedſchall. 
The Bill for re. A Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of ſmall Debts was 
covery of ſmall read a ſecond Time. A Motion being made, and the Que- 
Debts z ſtion put, that the Bill be committed, it paſſed in the Ne- 
gative : On a Diviſion, Ayes 97, Noes 111. 

. May 25. A Bill for Relief of inſolvent Debtors, was read 
8 the third Time; and an Amendment made thereto; and a 
vent Debtors, Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, that the Bill do 
drop d. paſs, it paſſed in the Negative: Ayes 79, Noes 87. 

The ſame Day Mr Hooper reported from the Committee 
of the whole Houſe, on the Petition of the Merchants of Lon- 
din, and other Dealers in the Manufactures of Linens made 

Reſolutions re- in Great Britain and Jreland, the Reſolutions of the ſaid 

lating he he. Committee, which are as follows : 

ky 1285 J. That it is their Opinion, that the Manufactures of 
Linens made in Great Britain and Ireland, are greatly im- 

proved 


See the Debate upon this Subject, Anno 1739. 


( 247 ) 
proved, whereby the Price of Linens, as well of Foreign An. 15. Geo. II. 
as Home Fabrick, hath been conſiderably reduced. 74% 
II. That the further Extention of the ſaid Manufactures 
ol Linens will be a great Advantage to the ſaid Kingdoms. 
III. That the granting a Bounty upon the Exportation 
| of all Briti/h and Iriſb Linens from Great Britain, will be 
' a Means of extending the ſaid Manufactures, 
IV. That an Allowance of One Penny per Yard, upon 
all Britiſb and Jriſb Linens of the Value of Twelve Pence 
der Yard, and under, will be a proper Bounty for that 
Purpoſe. 
V. That the ſaid Bounty be paid by an additional Duty 
to be laid upon foreign Cambricks imported into Great 
Britarn. | 
The above Reſolutions of the Committee, being agreed 
to by the Houle, were referred to the Committee of Supply. 
Then the Order for taking into Conſideration the Report p;1; gon; 

; , , > r 1mport- 
relating to the Bill to impower certain Merchants to import ing Spaniſh 
Spaniſh Wines from Neutral Ports, was poſtpon'd fine die; Wines poſt- 
by which that Affair was quite drop'd. pon'd, 

May 26. A Petition of the ſeveral Sope-makers of Briag- 
water, to the ſame Effect as thoſe of Exeter, was or- 
dered to lie on the Table. 
A Bill for the farther Qualification of Juſtices of the Peace, Bill to qualiſy 
was read the firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and Juflices, order'd 
to be printed. a 2d Reading, 
Then Mr Coke reported from the Committee, appointed 
to examine the Liſts of the Names of ſeven Perſons, to be 
= Commiſſioners for taking, examining, and ſtating the pub- Names of ſeven 
lick Accounts, that the Majority had fallen upon the Hon, Commiſſioners 
© Charles Hamilton, Eſq; Edward Hooper, Eſq; Sir William arty", the 
© Middleton, Bart. George Grenville, Eſq; Sir Richard Cor- Thelen by bln 
bett, Bart. James Weſt, Eſq; and John Bance, Eſq; * ; 
A Motion being made by Lord Hi///orough and ſeconded A Committee 
by Lord Barrington, for appointing a Committee to ſearch appointed to 
the Journals of the Houſe of Lords, as to what Proceedings arch ro Lords 
ate therein, with Relation to the Bill, intituled, An Ad, for e 
1 indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon Examination, make Proceedings on 
= Diſcoveries, touching the Diſpoſition of publick Money, or the Bill for in- _ 
concerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or any Payments or Apree- demnifying Evi- 


dences againſt 
ments Robert Earl of 


Orford. 


= * 


* The Numbers upon the Ballot ſtood thus: 


13 Hon. Charles Hamilton 241 | Edward Hooper, Eſq; 235 
1 Sir William Middleton 227 | George Grenville, Eſq; 236 
ir Richard Corbett 235 | Jobn Bance, Eſq; 232 
James Weſt, Eſq; 235 | John Phillips, Eq; 229 
'* Edward Thompſon, Eſg; 231 | john Pitt, Eſq; 228 
Welbore Ellis, Eſq; 231 | Sir Charles Mordaunt 225 
4 Thoma; Fonnereau, Eſq; 231 | Hon. John Stevar: 229 


3 ————— — * 
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An. 15. Geo, IT. ments in reſpect thereof, or concerning other Matters, relating 
1742+ | to the Condudt of Robert Ear! of Orford, and to make Re. 
port thereof to the Houſe, the ſame was agreed to: On a 
Diviſion, Ayes 164, Noes 159: And a Committee was ap. 
pointed accordingly. 


The next Day the Lord Hil/Borough having made a Re. 


port from the ſaid Committee, a Motion was made by Lord 

Lord Strange's Strange *, ſeconded by Lord Quarendon +, That the Lord; 

83 ehe refuſing to concur with the Commons of Great Britain, in 

reſecking that an Indemnification. neceſſary to the effectual carrying on 

Bill is an Ob- the Inquiry now depending in Parliament, is an Obſtruction 

ſtruction to pub- to Juſtice, and may prove fatal to the Liberties of this Na. 

lick Juſtice. tion: This occaſion'd a warm Debate, in which Lord Hill 
borough ſpoke as follows : 
der, 

Li Hill:borough,  * When the Nation has been oppreſſed and plundered 
by a wicked Miniſter, or when there is a general Suſpicion 
among the People that it has been ſo, publick Juſtice re- 
quires, that the Conduct of ſuch a Miniſter ſhould be fully © 
and ſtrictly inquired into, that he may be condignly puniſhed © 
if guilty, or his Character cleared from Suſpicion if inno- 
cent: And when in the Courſe of that Inquiry it appears, 
that he has been ſo cunning as to prevent its being poſſible 
to carry it on with Effect by the Laws in being, ſuch ney 


Debate thereon, 


” 
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Laws ought to be made as may appear neceſſary for attain- wa 
ing that End. That there is a general Suſpicion againſt our bli 
late Miniſter, I believe, no Man can be ignorant who has © mi 
ever been in any Coffee-Houſe, or other Place of publick Þ ap) 
Reſort, frequented by thoſe who dare avow the Sentiments © det 
of their Heart; and from the Fate of the Bill which, we Pri 
now find, has been rejected by the other Houſe, I am con- ha 
vinc'd, that thoſe Suſpicions are well grounded; for it is mi 
impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Bill would have met with © to 
ſuch an Oppoſition in this Houſe, or ſuch a Fate in the gri 
other, if the Conduct of our late Miniſter had been blame- we 
leſs. der 
As the Nature and the Neceſſity of that Bill were full) for 
explained, and made evident to a Majority of this Houſe in tha 
the Debates that happened upon it here, I have no Occaſion gra 
to repeat what was ſaid upon either. The Bill was ſhewn Þ7 the 
to be of ſuch a Nature as could do no Prejudice to any in- the 
nocent Man; and it was demonſtrated, to a Majority at Þ Bill 
leaſt of this Houſe, that without ſuch a Bill's being paſſed on, 
into a Law, it would be impoſſible for our Secret Committee in t 
to make any Diſcovery, even of thoſe Crimes, which * ; _ 
me { 


* Fldeſt Son of the Earl of Derby. 
+ Eldeſt Son of the Earl of Lichfield, 


e 
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the Obſtinacy of ſome of the Perſons examined by them, An. 15. Geo. n 
there is too good a Ground for ſuppoſing to have been com- 1742. 
mitted, It is therefore evident, that by this Bill's being 
rejected by the other Houſe, the Courſe of our Inquiry is 
obſtructed, and the People for this Seſſion at leaſt diſappointed 
of that Juſtice they had a Right to expect from Parliament. 
But this is not all: The rejecting of this Bill will be at- 
tended with Conſequences, which in a twofold Reſpect muſt 
be dangerous to our Conſtitution. It will make the People 

in to deſpiſe Parliaments, and deſpair of ever meeting 
with any Relief from them ; and it will make all future Mi- 
niſters more daring in their Attempts to overturn the Free- 
dom and Independency of Parliament. If any Miniſter 
ſhould ever ſucceed in ſuch an Attempt, the People would 
certainly, in a very ſhort Time, have Reaſon to hate Par- 
liaments : Nay, they would probably join with the Prince in 
laying them intirely aſide ; for an abſolute Government, 
without any Form of Liberty, is certainly better and more 
tolerable than a Government ſupported by an Aſſembly of 
Men, who, under Pretence of being the Guardians of 
publick Liberty, take every Opportunity to betray it, and 
ſerve for nothing but that of making the Government more 
expenſive, and the Prince more arbitrary. 

We have, tis true, in this Seſſion made ſome Steps to- 
wards preventing this fatal Conſequence : Our having eſta- 
bliſhed a Secret Committee; our having named of that Com- 
mittee a Set of Gentlemen, moſt of whom were generally 
approved of by the People ; and our having paſſed the In- 
demnifying Bill for rendering their Inquiry efteQtual, are 
Proofs that we were in Earnelt : But I wiſh our Endeavours 
had been more vigorous and ſpeedy ; for conſidering that we 
might have eaſily foreſeen and prevented what has now come 
to paſs, I am afraid, leſt the People ſhould ſuſpect the Inte- 
grity of our Intentions. They may perhaps imagine, that 
we knew our Inquiry would be ineffectual, without an In- 
demnifying Bill for encouraging Accomplices to become In - 
formers ; and that we delayed the bringing in and paſſing, 
that Bill, till after we had paſſed the Mutiny Bill, and 
granted all the Supplies, that it might be ſafely rejected by 
the other Houſe. Such a Suppoſition may at this Time be 
the more probably 'made, becauſe it is well known, that ſome 
Bills have been lately paſſed in this Houſe without Oppoſiti- 


| On, and, perhaps, with the Concurrence of ſome who were, 


im their Hearts, againſt the Bill, for no other Reaſon, but 


decauſe they were ſure of the Bill's being rejected by the 
dther Houſe. Be 


* 
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An. 15. Geo, II. 
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Mr Sandys. 
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* I am far from ſaying, Sir, that there i: any real Ground 
for ſach Suſpicions ; but they are ſuch as may be entertained, 
and they are ſuch as we ought in Duty to ourſelves, and for 
the Sake of the Character of this Houſe, to endeavour 
to prevent. In this Seſſion we cannot, I think, take any 
other Method for preventing it, than by declaring openly 
our Sentiments of the Bill's being rejected by the other 
Houſe ; and therefore I have prepared a Motion, in which 
I cannot doubt of having the Concurrence of the Houle, 
I know I am not to expect the Concurrence of thoſe who 
declared againſt the Bill, even when it was paſſing thro' 
this Houſe ; but as it was in every Step carried by a Majori- 
ty, and as every Gentleman, who was a real and ſincere 
Friend to the Bill muſt be of Opinion, that the rejecting of 
it is an Obſtruction to Juſtice, and of the moſt dangerous 
Conſequence to our Liberties, I ſhall, and I think 1 ma 
with Hopes of Succeſs, move you to reſolve, That the 
Lords refuſing to concur with the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in an Indemnification neceſſary to the effectual carry- 
ing on the Inquiry now depending in Parliament, is an Ob- 
ſtruction to Juſtice, and may prove fatal to the Liberties of 
this Nation.“ | 


_ Sandys ſpoke to the following Effect: 
ir, 

I hope no Man doubts of my Inclination, or my Since- 
rity, in carrying on the Inquiry that has been ſet on Foot, 
or in being a Friend to any Thing that has been propoſed for 
rendering it effectual; and yet I cannot agree with the 
Noble Lord in the Motion he has been pleaſed to make to 
you, becauſe I think it has a very different Tendency : In 


my Opinion, it would bring on an immediate Diſſolution of L 


our preſent Form of Government ; for after our agreeing to 


ſuch a Motion, I ſhould expect, that the next Motion would 5 


be, to vote the other Houſe uſeleſs, and that it ought there- 


fore to be laid aſide. I diſapprove, as much as any Man £ 


can do of the Conduct of the other Houſe, in rejecting the 


Indemnifying Bill we ſent up to them, becauſe I thought ſuci 7 
a Bill neceſſary for obtaining Juſtice to a Nation that has, & 
in my Opinion, been greatly injured ; but tho' I diſapprove 
of the Conduct of the other Houſe in this Particular, I do 7 
not for that Reaſon think it ought to be laid aſide, or that 
we have any Right to paſs a Cenſure upon it. The Lord Þ* 
are generally called the Upper Houſe of Parliament, and“ 
tho" it is not from thence to be inferred, that they are ſu Þ*? 
perior to us, yet it muſt be allowed, that they are quite in- 

dependent, 
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dependent, and have as good a Right to refuſe any Bill we An. 1 5, Geo. II. 
ſend to them, as we have to refuſe any Bill they ſend to us; 1742- 
and we cannot ſurely pretend to cenſure them for making 
uſe of a Right which we acknowledge to be inherent in 
them. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, we ſhould agree to cenſure the other 
Houſe for what they have done, without puſhing our Re- 
ſentment farther, our Cenſure would do more Harm to our- 
ſelves than it could do to them, becauſe it would bring us 
into Contempt. 'I'hoſe who have no Power to puniſh, ſhould 
always abſtain from cenſuring, becauſe it makes their Want 
of Power be taken Notice of; and as ſoon as their Want of 
Power comes to be generally known, their Cenſures will be- 
come ridiculous, We ought not therefore to agree to this 
Motion, without firſt reſolving to puſh our Reſentment far- 
ther; and I do not ſee how we can do ſo. We ſucceeded 
once, tis true, in voting the other Houſe uſeleſs, and con- 
ſequently laying them entirely aſide, but we then had the 
Army at our Command, which we cannot now pretend to; 
and if we had, the Conſequence of that Proceeding\can be 
no great Encouragement for practiſing it a ſecond Time; 
for that very Army which enabled the Commons to turn the 
Lords out of Doors, afterwards aſſiſted their General in 
turning the Commons out of Doors, and ſupported him in 
the Exerciſe of a moſt arbitrary and tyrannical Power over 
theſe three Kingdoms during all the Days of his Life. 

* The Fate of theſe Kingdoms at that Time, Sir, ſhould 
be a Warning to lateſt Poſterity, to beware of attempt- 
ing any Thing that may tend to introduce Confuſion, by 
overturning a regular and well eſtabliſhed Government, 
wich, in all Appearance, would be the Conſequence of 
> this Motion's being agreed to, even ſuppoſe we ſhould pro- 
ceed no farther ; for after our having paſſed ſuch a ſevere 
Cenſure upon the other Houſe, it would be inconſiſtent 
with their Honour to have any Correſpondence with us, or 
to receive any Meſſage, or any Bill from this Houſe of Com- 
mons. This would lay his Majeſty under a Neceflity of 
diſſolving the preſent Parliament; and if a new Houſe of 
Commons ſhould be choſen of the ſame Complexion, they 
would probably revive the Cenſure of their Predeceſſors, 
which would bring his Majeſty under the Neceſſity of gover- 
ning without a Parliament: A Neceſſity which would, I am 
ſure, be moſt diſagreeable to him, and a Neceſſity which might | 
2 be of fatal Conſequence to the Nation, becauſe it would pro- 
bdably be attended with a Civil War. 
© * Theſe Conſequences, I think, Sir, are moſt juſtly to 
de apprehended from our agreeing to this Motion; ard if 
1742 K K 2 any 
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An. 15. Geo, II. any ſuch Conſequence ſhould enſue, would it not put an End 


to all Parliamentary Inquiries, either in this or any future 
Seſſion of Parliament? Our Committee may not, perhaps, 
be able to make ſuch ample Diſcoveries as they might have 
made, had this Bill been paſſed into a Law; but none of 
them have as yet ſaid, they can make no Diſcovery. The 
contrary might, perhaps, be made appear; and they may 
in this Seſſion make ſuch farther Diſcoveries as may induce 
the other Houſe to agree to a new Bill, of much the ſame 
Purport with that they have now rejected. But ſuppoſe this 
ſhould not be the Caſe : Suppoſe no material or full Diſco- 
very ſhould be made during this Seſſion : The Inquiry may 
be revived, and a new Secret Committee appointed, as ſoon as 
we meet in the next Seſſion: The ſame Bill may then be revi- 
ved, and ſent up to the other Houſe at a Time when it would 
be dangerous for them to diſagree to it ; or a new Bill may 
be contrived, wkich, in my Opinion, would be the beſt Me- 
thod ; and as we now know the Objections they made to our 
former, we may form our new Bill in ſuch a Manner as to 
obviate all thoſe Objections. 

* For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I cannot join in aſſerting expreſs- 
ly, that our late Bill's being rejected is an Obſtruction to Ju- 
itice ; becauſe I am not ſure of our being quite unable to come 
at Juſtice without that Bill, and becauſe if we do not come 
at it in this Seſſion, we may in the next; but ſhould this Mo- 
tion be agreed to, I am ſure, we can never come at Jultice 


in a Parliamentary Method, either in this Seſſion or the next, 
nor, perhaps, in any future. It would, in my Opinion, un- Þ 
avoidably produce a Civil War; and this ſurely is an Event. 
which ought at all Times to be moſt cautiouſly guarded a- Þ 


gainſt, but eſpecially in the preſent Conjuncture, when the 
Trade and Navigation of this Iſland is in Danger of being 
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deſtroyed by one Power, and the Liberties of Europe by ano- Þ ö 


ther; and theſe by their Situation, Genius, and Intereſt, the 


two molt conſtant and dangerous Enemies this Nation has in! 


the World. 


I am therefore convinced, that if the two noble Lords ! 


who made and ſeconded this Motion, had read and been well 
acquainted with the Hiſtory and Conſtitution of their Coun- 
try, they would not haye offered ſuch a Motion to your Con- 
ſide ration. Can they ſay, they have ſtudied our Journal 
with that Attention which is neceflary for forming a com- 
pleat Idea of all the Conſequences that may enſue from 


| ſuch a Motion? From their Youth it is hardly poſſible Þ © 


to ſuppoſe they have; and from their known Attach 
ment to the Liberties and Conllitution of their Country 
ig is evident they have not; for no one that knows then 
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can ſuſpect them of any evil Intention. I therefore hope, an, 15. Geo. II. 
when they have conſidered what I have ſaid, and what may 1742 . 
be ſaid by other Gentlemen in the Debate, that they will L 
drop their Motion; for tho' I am convinced, it can meet 
with no Succeſs, yet the very Appearance of it upon our 
Journals may produce ſome of the bad Effects T have menti- 
oned; and theſe, I hope, when they are appriſed of them, 
they will be ready and willing to prevent.“ 
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Sir John Hind Cotton ſpoke as follows: Sir John Hind 
Sir, Cotton, 
I would not have my old Friend, now over againſt me, 
tho* formerly he uſed to be of the ſame Side with me, I ſay 
I weuld not have him, nor ſome other Gentlemen in the 
Houſe, imagine, that no Man doubts of their Sincerity in the 
effetual Proſecution of the Inquiry we have ſet on foot; 
for I can aſſure them, there are many without Doors who 
now begin to doubt of it; but if a Negative ſhould be put 
upon this Motion, thoſe Doubts will be at an End: Moſt 
Mien will then be convinced, not of their Sincerity, but of 


‚Z̃ e ue TIRES DS r 


their Want of it; and therefore, if thoſe Gentlemen have 
any Regard for what is ſaid or thought of them, they will 
> not allow themſeves to be frighted by chimerical Dangers, 
> from vindicating their own Characters, as well as the Cha- 
: rater of this Houſe, from thoſe Aſperſions that will certainly 
* ſpring up from the bad Succeſs of our Inquiry occaſioned by 
2 the rejecting of our Bill. 
III is well known, Sir, without Doors as well as within, 
that a new Miniſter generally endeavours to caſt a Slur upon 
the Adminiſtration of an old one, in order to add a Luſtre 
to his own, and to gain a little Applauſe at the Beginning of 
huis Reign; but he always takes Care to prevent the former's 
meeting with condign Puniſhment, leſt he ſhould thereby pre- 
* pare a Rod for his own Back; for it is ten to one but in few 
* Years he may deſerve Puniſhment as much as his Predeceſſor. 
It is likewiſe well known without Doors as well as within, 
dy whoſe Eloquence and Advice our Bill was rejected in the 
other Houſe ; and conſidering their Intimacy and Connection 
2 with ſome Gentlemen in this, who appeared to be ſtrenuous 
* Advocates for the Bill, People already begin to ſuſpeR that 
the latter had ſome Sort of Foreknowledge of the Fate of the 
Bill, which gave them an Opportunity of gaining a little Po- 
2 pularity by declaring for a Bill which they were in their 
Hearts againſt ; becauſe if it had been paſſed into a Law, they 
were afraid, it would have brought to Light ſuch a Scene 
of Iniquity, as would have put it ont of their Power to pre- 
vent the Criminal's meeting with condign Puniſhment, Such 
a 
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An, 15. Geb. II. a Suſpicion, I ſay, has already ariſen, and if by Means of 


1742. 


thoſe Gentlemen this Motion ſhould meet with the ſame 
Fate in this Houſe, as our Bill met with in the other, that Sy. th 
ſpicion will be confirmed. | p 
I am ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear Gentlemen ſay, that if thi . gt 
Motion ſhould be agreed to, they ſhould expect its being 

followed by another Motion for voting the Houſe of Lord; . th 
uſeleſs. Surely, I may tell a Man he has done wrong, with. WW th 


out any Deſign or Deſire to murder him. On the contrary, if I ch 
Jam really his Friend, I ought to tell him my Opinion, in 
order to prevent his doing the like for the future, eſpecially C 
if his Safety as well as his Character ſhould depend upon bs po 


doing ſo no more. This, Sir, is really the Caſe at preſem in 
betwixt us and the Houſe of Lords. That Houſe has done for 
wrong: The Hon. Gentleman himſelf ſays he thinks they 
have done wrong: I think fo as well as he: He is for 
ſmothering his Opinion, and thereby ſacrificing his Friend. 
ſhip to his Complaiſance : I am for telling them bluntly what 
I think: Pray, which of us is the trueſt Friend to that 
Houſe ? 

« Sir, in all Cafes that will admit of it, I ſhall be for 
treating my Friend with Complaiſance ; but in a Caſe where 
his Safety or Character is concerned, Complaiſance is Tirez 
chery: I abominate it: I deſpiſe the Man who, upon ſuch let 
an Occaſion, would make uſe of it. This, Sir, is the Ligit ſo) 
in which the preſent Queſtion appears to me. The very fro 
Being, as well as the Character, of the other Houſe depend: Þ? pe, 
upon their rejecting no more ſuch Bills as that we lately ſent Ce 
up to them. It was not the Army: It was not the Com 
mons, that put an End to the Exiſtence of that Houſe is 
King Charles the Firil's Time: It was their own Conduct. 
By refuſing their Conſent to popular and neceſſary Laws, by Þ yh. 
endeavouring to ſcreen guilty Miniſters, they render'd their 
Houſe hateful to the People. This enabled the Commons 
and the Army to turn them out of Doors; and the General's 
being in a Condition afterwards to turn the Commons out 
of Doors flowed from the ſame Cauſe. If ever the like Caſe 
ſhould again happen, the ſame Cauſe may very probably 
produce the ſame Effect; and therefore what happened at 
that Time ſhould be a Warning to the other Houſe, as well 
as this, to endeavour at all Times to preſervs a good Chi- 
rater among the People. 

I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that at that Time there was 
ſuch a Spirit of Republicaniſm and Enthuſiaſm prevailed Þ 
among the People, that it was difficult for the other Hou'e ÞY 
to preſerve a popular Eſteem, without ſacrificing our Com 
titution both in Church and State; but this Spirit had been 
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© raiſed and propagated by the Conduct of thoſe who were at An, 15. Geo. II. 

© that Time our Miniſters; and in all ſuch Caſes common 1742. 

prudence makes it neceſſary to yield a little to the Impetuo- 

© ſity of the Times. This ſhould make all Miniſters cautious 

ol raiſing too violent a Spirit among the People againſt 

them; tor when they do, it will. always be neceſſary for 

the Parliament to proceed againſt them with more Severity 

than they may perhaps deſerve ; and thoſe of either Houſe, 

= who have a true Regard for their Sovereign, and for the 

= Conſtitution of their Country, will take Care to remove and 

Z puniſh a Miniſter before he has, by his Conduct, converted 

tine Diſcontents of the People into a Spirit of DiſafteQion 

1 for when this happens, the Example of King Charles the 

Firſt's Reign is a Proof of its being almoſt impoſſible to con- 

© fine it within any moderate Bounds, 

This, Sir, I think, we are in ſome Danger of at pre- 

= ſent, eſpecially if it ſhould begin to be generally thought 
; 
4 
* 


without Doors, that both Houſes of Parliament have joined 
in Skreening a guilty Miniſter, and in amuſing the Publick 
with a ſham Inquiry into his Conduct. The preſent Mqtion 
= therefore, if complied with, may anſwer, and is, I believe, 
= deſigned for anſwering two moſt ſalutary Purpoſes ; that of 
lettting our Friends, the Lords, (I hope I may yet call them 
ſo) know their Danger ; and that of reſcuing this Houſe 
= from the Danger of becoming deſpicable in the Eyes of the 
People. This Motion is ſo far from being deſign'd as a 
| Cenſure upon the Conduct of the other Houſe, that it is 
deſigned as an AR of Friendſhip. We certainly know the 
Sentiments of the People better than they can be ſuppoſed 
to do; therefore we are, and, I think, we ought to tell them 
what we, and, I believe, the far greateſt Part of the Na- 
tion, think of their having rejected that Bill we ſo lately 
© lent up to them. This may prevent their bringing them- 
© ſelves into that Contempt, which a few more ſuch Steps as 
this will certainly bring them into. Therefore as Friends to 
them, as Friends to our Conſtitution, and as faithful Subjects 
to our Sovereign, we ought to agree to this Motion. 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, it were to be loolc'd on as a Cenſure. 
I not Cenſure itſelf ſometimes the Duty of a Friend? 
Does not the Church cenſure or admoniſh before ſhe excom- 
municates? We are not by this Motion to excommunicate 
the other Houſe ; and, I hope, they will not excommuni- 
cate this, even tho' we ſhould agree to this Motion. It 
they ſhould, as we have the Purſe in our Power, they would 
find themſelves no great Gainers by the Bargain. They are 
3 ſufficiently ſenſible of this, and therefore we have no Occa- 
Fon to fear their reſolving to receive no more Meſſages or 
FN Bills 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Bills from this Houſe. Their Honour could not be any Way 
1742. concerned in the Queſtion ; becauſe if they took it right, 
they would take it as a friendly Admonition ; and tho' they 
cannot recal what is paſſed, I hope, they would for their 
own Sakes take care to give us no more Room for ſuch 2 
Cenſure. 
if That they have a Right to refuſe any Bill we ſend up 
. to them muſt be acknowledged ; but that we have no Right 
i'f to find Fault with the Uſe they make of that Right, no | 
| Man ſurely can with any Reaſon pretend. May not a Man 
| make a bad as well as a good Uſe of any Right he enjoys 
And if he makes a bad Uſe of it, has not every other Mar 
a Right to ſay he does, and to cenſure him for ſo doing? 
Cenſure, Sir, when it is juſt, tho' it proceeds from no legal 
Authority, nor from any ſuperior Juriſdiction, will alway: 
carry Puniſhment along with it. It affefts the Character of 
the Perſon cenſured, and will affect it more or leſs, according 
| to the Juſtice and Weight of the Cenſure. Therefore a Ma 
| who has no Power to inflict any legal Puniſhment may cen- 
1 | ſure, without running any Riſk of incurring Contempt. 
| Nay, a Man may often for his own Sake be obliged to cen- ©” 
| ſure the Conduct of his Friend, in order to ſhew, that he 
I | had no Share in adviſing, nor had approved of that Con- 
1 | duct, which leads me to the other Purpoſe this Motion is Þ 
113 deſigned for. "oY 
= | To vindicate the Character of this Houſe from any Re- 
proach will always, I hope, be conſidered as a Concern FR 
worthy of our Attention; and conſidering the general Re- 
proach that will certainly be thrown upon the rejecting of F 2 
this Bill, I think it concerns us highly to convince the 
World, that we were no Way privy or confenting to its be- 
ing rejected. The two Houſes of Parliament generally are 
look'd upon, I hope, there will always be Reaſon to look FRF ( 
upon them, as Friends; and therefore, if one does a wrong FE 
Thing, and the other does not openly diſclaim it, an Impu- FR c 
tation will fall upon both. This is the Caſe in private Lite, 7? 
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c 
and this will always be the Caſe with two publick Aſſem FR c 
blies that have ſuch a Connection together as our two Houſes » 
of Parliament have, eſpecially when it is known, that there f. 
is a cloſe Intimacy and Friendſhip between the Members ot b 
the one and the Members of the other. As to my own pri- p 


vate Concern, if I had no Regard for the Character of this tt 
Aſſembly, I might be perfectly eaſy ; for moſt of the Lord: FRF © 


of my Acquaintance have, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, de- 
clared their Diſſent to the rejecting of this Bill. But I have RF ry 
a Concern for the Character of this Houſe : As a Friend o I 


the Conſtitution, as a dutiful Subject to his Majeſty, I _ ot 
my ſelt WR 


1257 
myſelf obliged to have a Concern for it; and thank God ! An. 15. Geo. II. 


no one, either of our new or old Miniſters, has fuch an In- 
fluence over me, as to prevent my expreſſing that Concern 
and acting accordingly. I therefore think, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for as, upon this Occaſion, to take ſome Method 
for convincing the World, that we had ro Foreknowledge, 
nor ſo much as a previous Suſpicion, that a Bill ſo neceſſary 
for diſcovering the Conſpiracy, that has for ſeveral Years 
been carrying on againſt the Liberties of this Nation, by a 
Miniſter and his Creatures, was to be rejected by the other 
Houſe ; and as I can ſuggeſt no better Method than what 
the noble Lord has been pleaſed to propoſe, I ſhall be for 
agreeing to it. 

* The other Houſe, Sir, neither ought, nor will, nor can 
reſent it. It is a Liberty we have often taken, and do uſu- 
ally take at Conferences, to declare very freely our Opinion 
of their Proceedings. There is therefore no Danger of a 
Breach between the two Houſes, and much leſs of a Civil 
War, from our agreeing to this Motion ; but if a Negative 
ſhould be put upon it, and an Encouragement thereby given 
to proſecute thoſe Screening Meaſures which ſeem to be al- 
ready concerted, I may propheſy, that a Civil War will cer- 
tainly at laſt be the Conſequence ; for, I hope, the People 
of England are not ſo ſenſeleſs, or ſo cowardly, as to allow 
Slavery to be fixed upon them, under the Form of a free 
Government; which will be the Conſequence, if the Cor- 
ruption practiſed by Miniſters is never to be detected, nor 
puniſhed. 

* The Hon. Gentleman talks of what our Committee have 
done, or may do, and of the other Houſe being induced to 
paſs ſome ſuch Bill as that they have rejected. Sir, it is im- 
poſable from the very Nature of the Thing: The Hon. 


Gentleman himſelf ſhewed, in our Debates upon that Bill, 


that it would be impoſſible for them to make any great Dil 
coveries, unleſs the Accomplices were, at leaſt, enabled to 
come in and inform. Let our Miniſter have been never ſo 
criminal, we cannot ſuppoſe him ſo weak as to have left any 
written Vouchers of his Villainy behind him; eſpecially con- 
ſidering the long Indulgence he had, after he knew he was to 
be diſmiſſed, to ranſack all the Offices, and deſtroy every Pa- 
per that might riſe up in Judgment 2gainſt him. We mutt 
therefore ſuppoſe, that the rejecting of our Bill has put it 
out of the Power of our Committee to make any material 
Diſcovery, eſpecially ſuch a full Diſcovery as will be neceſſa- 
ry for convincing thoſe that have no Mind to be convinced : 
This, I am aimoſt ſure, is the Caſe of a Majority in the 
other Hoaſe, and, I am afraid of ſome in this, who are not 

Vor. XIII. | L 1 ac 
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An. 15. Geo. II. as yet ſuſpected of being in ſuch a Caſe : And from the Prin- 
1742 ciple upon which our Bill was rejected in the other Houſe, 
we mult ſuppoſe, that while they adhere to that Principle, 
no Diſcovery can induce them to paſs ſuch a Bill. To en- 
courage Informers, by granting them a Pardon as to them. 
ſelves, was ſaid to be unjuſt and dangerous to Innocence. 
Petty Thieves may, it ſeems, be encouraged by a Reward as 
well as a Pardon, to inform againſt one another ; but great 
and publick Plunderers are to remain intrenched in their 
mutual Danger, from which no one is to be allowed to 
eſcape, leſt he ſhould betray the ſecret Avenue by which 
alone his Confederates may be come at. 

* This, Sir, was the Principle, ridiculous as it is, upon 
which our Bill was rejected in the other Houſe ; and while 
they adhere to this Principle, can we expect they will agree, 
either in this Seſſion or the next, to any Sort of Indemnify- 
ing Bill? To pretend to argue Men out of a firſt Principle, 
let it be never ſo abſurd, is ridiculous, becauſe it is impoſſible : 


If they be obſtinate they muſt be beat out of it: If they be 
mad they muſt be phyſick'd out of it.) A ſtrong Purgation, 
I mean as to Salaries and Penſions, would, I believe, bs the 
beſt Method the Nation could take for obtaining Juſtice rom 
Parliament, both in this Caſe and every like Caſe that may 
happen hereafter. We cannot therefore expect Succeſs for 
any ſuch Bill, either in this Seffion or the next ; unleſs by 
agreeing to this Queſtion we ſhew that we are reſolved to 


adminiſter ſuch a Remedy, if this Principle be not given 


up by thoſe who are its preſent Supporters. 

* How the Hon. Gentleman comes to talk of what may be 
done in the next Seſſion, I do not know; for, I hope, none 
of thoſe, who have the Honour of being his Majeſty's Coun- 
ſellors, will adviſe him to put an End to this Seſſion by a 


Prorogation, till the Nation has obtained Satisfaction. 4 1 
ſhort Receſs would, I know, be agreeable to moſt Gentle. 
men, but this we may be indulged in by an Adjournment as FR 


well as a Prorogation. Our Committee might then fit in 


the mean Time, in order to carry on their Inquiries ; and 
when we aſſembled again, we might proceed from where ve 
left off at our laſt Meeting ; but a Prorogation will put an / 


End to our Committee, and oblige us to begin every Thing 


afreſh, Therefore, if this Queſtion ſhould be rejected, and 
an End put to this Seſſion by a Prorogation, before the Na- 
tion has obtained any Satisfaction, I am ſure, I ſhall expect 
no Jultice nor Satisfaction; no, nor the leaſt Step towards it, 
from the next Seſſion of Parliament, nor from any Seſſion off 
this Parliament, unleſs the People ſhould be ſo wiſe, as to 
make this Houſe change its Complexion, by the new 1 * 3 
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happen to become vacated.” 


Lord Cornbury ſpoke next. 
Str, 

] was very much ſurpriſed when I firſt heard this Motion 
made to you, and conſequently was extremely curious to 
hear what could be ſaid in favour of ſuch an extraordinary 
and unprecedented Motion. As ſoon as I heard it, I thought 
it unconſtitutional, dangerous and uſeleſs; and as I have 
a great Regard for the young Nobleman that mov'd it, as 
well as for thoſe Gentlemen that have ſpoke in its Favour, I 
have attended to the Debate with a Sort of Prejudice; 
waiting, and even wiſhing, to hear ſomething ſa;d that 
might alter the firſt Impreſſion it made upon me; but I 
have been very much diſappointed, for thoſe Impreflions 
have been made deeper and ſtronger, even by what I have 
heard in its favour. As our Conltitution conſiſts of three 
ſeparate Branches, each of which, while they are diſtinct 
and independent, will always be a Check for preventing any 
Oppreſſion's being exercis'd, or Injuſtice done, by either of 
the other two, the very Being of our Conſtitution depends upon 
preſerving a Diſtinctneſs and Independency, and at the ſame 
Time a good Correſpondence between the three Branches of 
our Legiſlature ; and conſequently our Conſtitution would be 
deſtroyed, if this mutual good Correſpondence ſhould be in- 
terrupted, or if any one of them ſhould gain an Influence, and 
much more, a Power or Juriſdiftion, over either of the 
other two. 

If we deſign, Sir, that this Cenſure ſhould be taken 
Notice of by the other Houſe, ſo as to direct or overawe 
their Proceedings upon any future Occaſion, the very Deſign 
is inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; becauſe it is a Deſign to 
gain ſuch an Influence over them, as will deſtroy their Inde- 
pendency, upon which our Conſtitution ſubſiſts. Therefore, if 
this Cenſure ſhould be taken Notice of in the Manner we de- 
ſign it ſhould, it is unconſtitutional ; and if it is to be taken 
no Notice of, it is uſeleſs ; but as it is, in my Opinion, very 
far from being decent, I believe it will be taken Notice of 
by the other Houſe, not in the Manner we deſign, but in 
fuch a Manner as will deſtroy that good Correſpondence 
which now ſubſiſts between the two Houſes, and upon 
which the Preſervation of our Conſtitution depends ; there- 
fore I muſt think it extremely dangerous, and as I think it 
wilt be of no Uſe to us, I cannot for this Reaſon agree to it.” 
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bers they ſend up to us, inſtead of thoſe whoſe Seats may An. 15. Geo. II. 
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Lord Cornbury. 
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Mr Cornewall ſpoke to the following Effect: 


Sir, 
As ] very ſeldom ſpeak ſo late at Night, I flatter my. 
ſelf, that the Houſe will excuſe me for now doing it, eſpeci- 
ally as I ſhall chicfly endeavour to anſwer the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt, and the learned Gentleman behind me; tho), 
I think, as that Gentleman was an Enemy to every Clauſe 
in the Bil!, now thrown out by the other Houſe, which was 
to indemnity thoſe who were to give Evidence to the Secret 
Committee ag2inlt the Earl of Orford, I ſhould murder 
our Time, were 1 to ſpend it in obviating any Objections 
made by him, or any of his Friends, who have been ſo uni- 
form and conſiſtent with themſelves, in the violent Oppoſition 
they have made to every Thing that :ended in the leaſt to- 
wards promoting the Inquiry. 

* But as to that Part of his Speech, wherein he thinks it 
pretty odd, that this Houſe ſhould have a Power to inſpect 
the Journals of the other Honie, and aſks, what Right we 
have to cenſure another ſuperior Houte ot Parliament? I have, 
Sir, no lefs Authority than your own to ſay, that both Houſes 
of Parliament are equal; and that we only exerciſe a Power 
our Anceſtors have uſed before. As the learned Gentleman 
has now, and on other Occaſions, taken a Kind of Pleaſure 
in paring down the Powers of this Houſe, I hope, he will 
ſoon, for his long and implicit Services to his Majeſty, be 
ſent hence to preſide in Neminſter Hall, and take this trite 
Piece of Advice thither along with him; that it is the Part of 
a good Judge, not to curtail but amplify his own Juriſdiction. 

* Unleis we now exerciſc this Right, and lay the Blame at 
the right Door, our Conſtituents won't think we have done our 
v:moſt, and been in earnelt, in putting a great State Criminal 
ſaitly on his I'rial ; and nobody who reads that inimitable 
Protelit, ſigned by above thirty of their Lordihips, can 
doubt but that ſome inviſible Influence muſt have operated 
on two Thirds of the Houſe when they threw out our jult 
and reaſonable Bil; which pats me in mind of an Account 
there is, I think, in Father Paul, or ſome other Writer on 
the Council of Trent : He ſays, that the Powers concerned, 
pitched on Freut as a neutral Place, for all the Legates to meet 
at, and where nc Prince could himſelf claim any Right to 
come; but, ſays the Writer, (who, I think, ſeems to be 
rather a good Catholick than a itrong Papilt) all the Decrec 
of this Aſſembly ran ſo much in Favour of the Pope, that 
altho' he could not come there himſelf, his Holineſs ſent 
the Holy Gioſt thither from Rome every Day in a Cloak- 
Bag. I leave it to every Gentleman to make his own Ap- 

plication 
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8 plication of this Story, which the Houſe, I ſee, is pleaſed An, 15. Geo, 11, 
2 to receive more favourably than it deſerves. 1742. 
* « Even my Friend near me ſmiles, who, had he not goW1ʃBwV3 
f been in a very high Station in the Exchequer, would not 
have expoſtulated ſo roundly with the young Lords, as he 
calls them, who moved and ſeconded this Queſtion, who, 
he ſays, cannot yet have read the Hiſtory of their own Coun- 
try. What they ſaid, Sir, plainly evinced the contrary ; 
but the Gentleman was ſo much alarmed at the Motion it- 
ſelf, that he could not attend to what was ſaid in Support of 
it; but he goes on and ſays, the other Houſe won't bear it. 
As to that, Sir, give me Leave to aſk him, How they'll 
help themſelves? But, ſays he, what is there that the Lords 
won't do or ſay, when ſuch Aſperſions are caſt upon them? 
I humbly ſubmit it, Sir, that what is true can't be called an 
Aſperſion : We do it for our own Juſtification ; and pray, 
let them take it for their Pains, 

* And then, Sir, as to the Gentleman's Prophecy, that 
his Majeſty, if the two Houſes differ, may diſſolve the Par- 
liament: "The King, Sir, will think twice, before he once 
diſſolves a good Money-giving Parliament ; for if the pre- 
ſent ſhould not pleaſe him, I'll venture to propheſy, that 
the new one will be far from mending the Matter. If ſuch 
Advice, or ſuch unpopular Meaſures ſhould enſue, I flatter 
= myſelf that inſtead of one, I ſhould be choſen for three or 
3 four Places, which would happen to many Gentlemen of ſu- 
perior Merit in the ſame Way of thinking; and many other 

Country Gentlemen without Doors, would fill the Places of 
ſome who hear me, that might then be thought too courtly 
in their preſent Behaviour. I have my Reaſons too for think- 
ing, that the Hon. Gentleman's Intereſt with the Crown is 

= not very great: I am ſorry for it; becauſe if it was, I hope 
and believe, that more popular Meaſures would be purſued. 
: * But, Sir, fince we have loft our Bill, I'll be bold to ſay, 
that unleſs we put ſome Stigma upon that Proceeding, our 
Committee of Secrecy will be a Committee of Ridicule ; 

and the noble Lord who ſo very worthily and indefatigably 
preſides in it, muſt put one in mind of the mad Fre:chman 
== in Mr Locke, who fancying himſelf a King, cries. out, Ou 
ert mes Gens d Armes? The noble Lord is my old 
2 Friend and Acquaintance, and will forgive me, I'am ſure, 
bor blurting out fo odd a Parallel; hut J am really driven to 
gay any Thing, ard to thini: that, if this Queiticn bas a Ne- 
gative put upon it, he will, notwithſtanding his great Abili- 
| ties, be little more than a Chairman of Stra; and that he'Il 
25 lit in great State, ſubject only to this fingle Inconvenience, 
= that 
4 
+2 


An, 15. Geo, II. ou no Soul alive will anſwer one fingle Queſtion he aſks 
1742. im. 

— Bac I aſk the noble Lord's Pardon, who ſo worthily 
repreſents the moſt learned Body in the World, that I've 

been ſo long without endeavouriug to invalidate the Force > 

11 of ſome of his Arguments; and, indeed, his Lordſhip's i 
1 Manner of ſaying every Thing is ſuch, that he may {ay : 
1 any Thing. 1 

He, Sir, is pleaſed to ſay, that there is an End of the 
Conſtitution, if any one Branch of the Legiſlature is influ- 
enced by the other ; and it is much ſtronger in the Caſe of 
Cenſure. 

If the Influence were indirect or improper, or if the 
Cenſure were untrue or unconſtitutional, I ſhould agree with 
his Lordſhip ; but in this Caſe I may more reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that the other Houſe has been under ſome extraordinary In- 
fluence; and pray, Sir, have we not a Right at any Time 
to expoſtulate, or demand a free Conference with their Lord- 
ſhips? Ought they not even to lie under the Cenſure of the 
Commons, for rejecting this our moſt neceſſary favourite 
Bill, when the Committee declares, that they can't proceed 
without it. | 

As to his Argument, that it is not decent to ſay this to | 
the Lords, and aſking what good it will do us? I infill, © 
Sir, that Truth is to be ſaid at all Times, in all Places, and 7 
to all Perſons; and as to the Good, it will vindicate the Ho- 
nour of the Members to their Conſtituents : It will place the 
national Odium where it ought to lie; and not only make 
their Lordſhips cautious in ſcreening State Criminals, but 
make them ſhew a Readineſs perhaps to redreſs Grievances, 

| and afraid for the future of giving the like Treatment to any 

| publick national Bill carried thither by this Houſe ; and, 
Sir,“ * * * Deſunt multa. 

| As to his Lordſhip's ſaying, that a Proteſt is an Act of 

| the Minority, I ſubmit it, Sir, as the Act of Thirty two 

| Noblemen of the greateſt Quality, Figure, and Fortune in 


„„ 


FRY. 


Sai ari-c-ua; 


| this Country ; and as that Houſe has exerciſed that Power 
| for many Centuries, without even aſſigning Reaſons to their 

| Proteſtations, ſo now they have for near a Century, ſubjoin- 
ed one or more Reaſons, out of which Articles of Impeach- 

| ment have been often framed, which I hope will be the Caſe 

| at preſent, there having never been, in my poor Opinion, 
a fitter Time for it; nor a Proteſt, for the Printing of which,, 
as I am warranted by Precedents, I ſhall preſently move, that 
deſerved more gloriouſly to be printed in Letters of Gold. | 
* Upon the whole, Sir, I am for every Tittle of the Mo- 
tion, from the Bottom of my Soul.” 
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( 263 ) 
Lord Strange ſpoke as follows : An. 15. Geo, II. 
Sir, 1742. 

« As it is now very late, and the Houſe, I ſee a little im- 
patient, I ſhall only aſk a noble Lord who ſpoke lately, how, Lord Strange. 
he thinks we are to prevent the other Houſe from doing In- 
juſtice, if we are never even ſo much as to cenſure any of 
their Proceedings? If they in any Caſe do a manifeſt Piece 
of Injultice, are we to take no Notice of it? If we do take 
Notice of it, can we do ſo without condemning it? This is 
now the Caſe. They have done Injuſtice to the Nation: 
They have refuſed to the whole People of Great-Britain 
what is never denied to the meaneſt Subject whohas been 
greatly injured by Perſons unknown, or againſt whom he has 
not a ſufficient Proof. A Pardon to any Accomplice who 
ſhall diſcover, or come in and give Evidence againſt the prin- 
cipal Offender, is never refuſed to any injured Perſon : This 
the Lords have denied to the Nation, tho it has been greatly 
injured, as is apparent from its preſent Diſtreſs. Shall we 
take no Notice of this Piece of Injuſtice? Ought we not, 
for the ſake of the People whom we in this Houſe repreſent, 
to paſs ſuch a Cenſure upon it as it deſerves? Ought wenot 
to cenſure it for our own ſakes, in order to ſhew, that we 
have been neither privy nor conſenting to ſuch a manifeſt 
Piece of Injuſtice ? * 


Several other Members, who had voted for the Inquiry, 1 Mo- 
declaring, that tho? for the Satisfaction of the Nation they te Les p 

47 night 1 s Pro- 
wiſh'd the Bill had paſs'd into a Law, yet they could not ceedings on the 
agree to this Reſolution, leſt it ſhould create a Breach be- Indemnity Bill, 


tween the two Houſes ; the Motion paſs'd in the Negative Paſles in the Ne- 
gative : Allo the 


by 245 againſt 193. E 

Then 5 — was made by Mr Cornewall, that the — pow N 
Report from the Committee, appointed to ſearch the Jour- of the Commit- 
nals of the Houſe of Lords, with relation to the ſaid Bill, tee relating 
be printed: But this alſo paſs'd in the Negative. m—_ 

In the foregoing Part of this Work [ p. 183.] we took pion for a Bill 
Notice of a Petition having been preſented, complaining of for regulating fe- 
the Grievance of Select Veſtries, which was referr'd to a lect Veſtrics, 
Committee. In Purſuance hereof ſeveral Petitions were pre- 3 m 
ſented Pro and Con. and ſeveral Reports made thereupon 1 
But on the 28th a Motion being made by Lord Percival, 
that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the better Regula- 
tion of the Veſtries of the Pariſhes of St Martin, St Anne, 

St James, St Margaret, and St George Hanover-Square, 
within the City and Liberty of Weſiminſler : It paſſed in the 
Negitive ; On a Diviſion ; Ayes 130, Noes 160. 

Then 


An. 18. Geo. II. 
1742. 


Bill to prevent 
count: rfeiting 
the Coin. 


Bill to prevent 
Lnnaticks from 
marrying. 


Reſolutions re- 
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Then a Motion being alſo made, and the Queſtion put, 
that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the better Regula. 
tion of Sclect Veitries and Pariſh Officers; It paſſed likewiſe 
in the Negative. 

May 31. A Bill was order'd in for the more effectual pre- 
venting the counterfeiting the current Coin of this Kingdom, 
and the uttering or paying of falle or counterfeit Coin; and 
that Mr Arunde/ , Mr Scrope +, Mr Clutterbuck J, the 
Attorney-General |, and Solicitor-General 5 do prepare the 
ſame accordingly. 

On a Motion made by Mr Gybbor, and ſeconded by Mr 
Bathurſt, a Biil was ordered in to prevent Lunaticks from 
marrying, during the Time of their being under Commiſſions 
of Lunacy. 

Ihen Sir Watkyn Williams Ii ynn reported from the Com- 
mittee, appointed to conſider of printing the Journals of the 
Houſe, the Refolutions of the ſaid Committec, which, with 
an Amendment, were agreed to. 

I. "That all the Books of the Proceedings, or Journals of 


lating to printing the Houſe of Commons, now in the Cuſtody of the Clerk, 
the Journals of and commencing, with the Book Seymour, which begins with 


the Houle, 


Rofolntions of 
the Committee 
94 Supply. 


the Reign of King Edvard the Sixth, be printed. 

II. Phat One Thouſand Copies ** of the ſaid Journal: be 
printed, by the Appointment and DireQtion of Nicholas 
Hardinge, Viſq; Clerk of the Houſe ; the ſame not to exceed 
thirty Volumes, with a proper Preface and Index to cach 
Volume, and a genera! Preface and Index to the whole. 

III. That a proper Recompence be made to the ſaid N.. 
cholas Hardiuge, for the Lots of Fees, which he, and his 
Oflice, will fuitain, by printing the ſaid Jourvals. 

The Houte voted alſo an Addreſs to his Mijelty, to order 
Five thouſand Pounds to be advanced to Nicholas Harding, 
Eq; Clerk of the Houſe, towards enabling him to print the 
{aid Journals, and likenite One thouſand Pounds more, as a 
Recompence for the Lois of Fees ; and to aiture his Majelly, 
that the Houſe will make good the lame. 

Then Mr Francis Fans reported from the Committee of 
Supply, the following Retolutions, 4/72. 

that towards raiſing the Supp'y, 800,000 / be granted to 
his Majelty, to be raiſed by Annuities at three Pounds per 

Certum 


* Maſters Worker of his Maio ts Mint. 
| Ons of the Secrctaries of the Treaſury, 
1 Preaſurer of the Navy. 
ll Sir Dudley Rider, 
QC Sir John Strange 
2% Upon the Report, the follow ing Words were added, viz. “ For the 
3 e Of (he Vis iuyctls of this $1 ui. 


4 rn 


1 


Centum per Annum, transferable at the Bank of England, An. 1 5. Geo. II. 
redeemable by Parliament, or by Loans ; to be charged upon, 1742. 
and ſecured by the Sinking Fund: Alſo that an Act of the 

;2thYear of the late Queen Anne, intituled, An Af for the 

letter Encouragement of the making of Sail Cloth in Great- 

Britain: Likewiſe, that the ſeveral Clauſes in an Act of the 

$th Year of the late King George, intituled, An Af for the 
Encouragement of the Silt Manufactures of this Kingdom, 

&c. relating to the Encouragement of the Silk Manufactures 

of this Kingdom, &c. Alſo, that the two laſt Clauies in an 

Att of the gth Year of his late Majeſty, for more effeQually 

preventing Frauds in mixing Silks with Stuffs to be exported : 

And, that the Clauſe in an Ac of the gth and 1oth Years 

of the late King William III. intituled, An Act to ſettle the 

Trade to Africa, for allowing, during a limited J'ime, a 

Drawback of the Duties upon the Exportation of Copper Bars 

imported, c. all which had been continued from Time 

to Lime by ſeveral Acts, for that Purpoſe, were near ex- 

piring, and ht to be continued. | Debats a ate 


> The firſt Reſolution of the (ſaid Committee being read a Reſolution of the 
* ſecond Time, Mr Philips ſtood up and ſpoke to the follow- Committee of 
ing Effect: 


Supply tor grant- 

* ing $00,000 1. 
dry to be raiſed by 

The Gentlemen on the other Side of the Houſe cry out, Annuitics at 3 


7 Agree, agree ; but as | do not find them fo very ready tober Cent, 
© agree to any Propoſal that comes from this Side of the 
= Houle, to redreſs Grievances, or to promote Inquiries, and 
© to render them effectual, I hope, they'll excuſe me, if 1 do 


8 not immediately agree to this Propoſition. Sir, when this 
= Reſolution was propoſed and agreed to in the Committee, I 
Was at ſo great a Diſtance from the Chair, that I could not 
2 diſtinctly hear it; therefore, I hope, I may be allowed to (ay 
2 Word or two to it now, not that I have the leatt Expecta- 
tion, that any Thing I can ſay will have ſuch an Eft on 
the Houſe, as to cauſe any Alteration in this Reſolution ; but 
I cannot let it paſs without ſome Remarks, 


* According to the Computation that I have made, the 


2 Supplies voted this Seſſion amount to about 5,723,000 J to 
2 which muſt be added the Deficiency of laſt Year's Malt and 
Land Tax, which comes to about. 373,000 J. ſo that the 
EZ whole Sum to be raiſed is about 6,097,000 J. The Ways 


and Means already voted amount to about 5, 350 000 J. 


MF which being deducted from the 6,097,000 J. there will 
temain to be raiſed about 747,000 J. It I do not miſtake, 
the Reſolution of the Committee is to raiſe 800,000 J. 


which is about 53,000 J. more than is voted, and more 
than is wanted. Sir, I am for rating all the Mo- 


Iney that has been voted, not becauſe 1 believe it is all 


Vi, il. Mm necellary, 


(- 260} 


An. 15. Geo. II. neceſſary, but for this ſingle Reaſon, becauſe it has been vot- 
1742. ed, and the Parliament Faith, is, as it were, at Stake for it; 
but I can by no Means come into a Reſolution of raiſing 
more Money on the People than has been voted, and I am 
ſurpriſed indeed to find it attempted.— If more Money i 
wanted, why was the Committee of Supply cloled ? Why 
was it not aſked? For I beg Leave to take Notice, that {6 
reat a Confidence did the Houſe place in the Gentlemen of 
this Adminiſtration, that every Thing that was aſked was 
ranted ; but this is a new Way of aſking, by turning a Com. 
mittee of Wavs and Means, into a Committee of Supply, 
If any Arguments are to be drawn from private OEco. 
nomy, I believe, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 
think, that our preſent Miniſters will be as frugal as any 
that ever went before them; but, I hope, they will excuſe 
me if I ſay, that to place an implicit Confidence in any Mi- 
niſters, which we do whenever we paſs a Vote of Credit, i; 
unconſtitutional and unbecoming a Parliament of Crea? Bri. Þ 7 
tain. I ſuppoſe it will not be denied, that the Repreſenta- 
tives of the People are accountable to them for all the Morey 
that is raifed upon them; but it I ſhould be aſked, why this 
Overplus is raiſed, I ſhould be puzzled for an Anſwer, and, [ 
believe, the Gentlemen on the other Side the Houſe could 
furniſh me with no other than this, That it was to make up 
a round Sum.” | 
I am ſenſible, if the Houſe agrees to this Reſolution, it 
will not be the only Vote of Credit of this Seſſion: The © 
500,000 /. for the Service of the Queen of Hungary was ann 
abſolute Vote of Credit: The many Sums granted for Con- 
tingencies in the ſeveral Eſtimates laid before the Houle, are 
all ſo many Votes of Credit, and are therefore the ſtrongel: FR 


B _ TIE", F 
1 


Reaſon in the World againſt your coming into this ---- It my FR ] 
be ſaid, why all this Stir about ſo ſmall a Sum as 50 FRF © 

60,000 /. I allow it is a ſmall Sum in Compariſon of the r 
Millians that we have granted; but be the Sum large rt ! 
ſmall, the Raiſing it in this Manner, by Vote of Credit, :t 8 
the End of the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, is fo bad 2 b 
Precedent to ſuture Seſſions, that I dread the Conſequence FY 4 

of it. 5 7 
« ] was in hopes, that inſtead of increaſing their Demands, hy 
re 


the Miniſtry would rather have abated of them, and hae 
left ſomething in the Hands of the Parliament by way of 
Pledge, that all the Sums that have been granted, ſhall be th 
properly applied . ---- I'll ſay but one Thing more: If ve FR H 
can't redreſs the People's Grievances, let us not be laviſh c 
their Money: If we can't compaſs an Inquiry into paſt M. 
managements, let us not lay a Foundation for future ones : I * 
ve 


, 9 CTY my, ST” 
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we can't obtain the Glory of doing all the Good we aimed An. 15. Geo, II. 
et, let us at leaſt avoid the Shame that mult always attend all 1742, 
unjuſtifiable and unprecedented Meaſures. Sir, I call God 
to Witneſs, I have no End in ſaying theſe Things, but the 
ublick Service and the Honour of this Houſe ; and there- 
fore ſhall beg Leave to conclude with making you a Motion, 
That this Reſolution be recommitted.” 

Then the Queſtion being put upon Mr Phillips Motion, 
it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 86, Noes 118: And the 
ſaid Reſolution was agreed to by the Houſe, as were the 
other Reſolutions of the Committee ; and a Bill was ordered 
to be brought in thereupon by Mr Francis Fane, Mr Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, Mr Compton, Sir John R:ſhout, Mr 
Gybbon, Mr Attorney General, Mr Sollicitor General, Mr 
Scrope, Mr Legge, and Mr Henry Archer. 

June 1. A Bill for granting to his Majeſly a certain Sum, Bill for granting 
to be raiſed by Annuities, c. Alſo a Bill to prevent Luna 599,000 1. Alſo 
ticks from marrying, during the 'Time of their being under e, * _ 
Commiſſions oi Lunacy : Likewiſe another for remedying Relief ge 3 
ſome Defects in the Act made in the 43d Year of Queen Poor order'd a 
Elizabeth, intituled, An AZ for the Relief of the Poor, ſecond Reading, 
were ſeverally read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Read- 
ing; and the laſt mentioned Bill was ordered to be printed. 

Then the Bill for taking, examining, and ſtating the pu- Bills for ating 
blick Accounts of the Kingdom was read a third 1'ime, and _ 8 
the Names of the Commillioners being inſerted in a Blank eckes. 
left for that Purpoſe, a Motion was made, and the Queſtion 
put, that the Bill do paſs; it paſſed in the Negative by 
136 againſt 66. 

June 2. A Bill for the more effectual preventing Cloth 
upon the Rack or Tenters, &c. from being ſtolen in the 
Night Time, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to Bills to prevent 
the Lords by Mr Pathurſ.. m—_—_— 2 

A Bill for the more effectual puniſhing of Perſons who ſhall Fig, 564 

3 8 8 1, pals d. 
unlawfully and maliciouſly kill, or ſteal any Fiſh in Ponds, 
Sc. was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords 
by Mr Philips. 

June 3. A Bill for the more effectual preventing the coun- 
terfeiting of the current Coin of this Kingdom, and the ut- Bill relating to 
tering or paying of falſe or counterfeit Coin, was received, the Coin, 
read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply 
the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. 

I. That after the 24th of June 1742, a farther Duty of Reſolutions of 
2 5. 10 d. be laid on the Iali-piece of Cambrick, containing the Committec 


8 ſix Ells and a half, and 5 5. 8 d. upon the Whole-piece of of Supply. 


1742. M m z Cam- 
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An. 15. Geo. II. Cambrick, containing 13 Ells, to be imported into Great 
ot hw Britain. 

II. That the ſaid Duty be granted for the Term of Seven 
Years, and from thence to the End of the then next Seſſion 
of Parliament. 7 

III. That Quickſilver, taken as Prize by his Majeſty's 4 
Subjects, and brought into this Kingdom, be liable to paß 
the like Duties, as if it were imported directly from the 
Place of its Growth. 

IV. That the permitting Rum, or Spirits, of the Pro- 
duce of the Bri: Plantations, to be landed before the Pay- 
ment of the Duties, and lodging the ſame in Ware Houſes, 
till ſuch Duties are paid, under proper Regulations, will be 
an Eaſe to the Importers, and encourage the Importation, 

A Motion being made, that the Reſolutions of the 25th 
of May, [L ee p. 246] relating to the ManufaQures of Li- 
nens made in Great Britain and Ireland, might be read; and 
they being read accordingly, a Bill was ordered to be brought 
in upon the ſaid Reſolutions, and alſo upon the two firſt of 
the above Reſolutions of the Committee of Supply, and that 
Mr Francis Fane, Mr Hooper, the Lord Limerick, Mr Bu- 
chanan, Sir Charles Gilmour, Mr Ofwald, Mr Murray of | 
Philip Haugh, Mr Archibald Stuart, the Lord Advocate of WW 
Scotland, Mr Scot, Mr Bance, Mr Drummond, the Lord | 
John Murray, and the Lord George Graham do prepare ard 
bring in the ſame: It was alſo ordered that it be an Inſtruc- 
tion to the Committee, to whom the Bill for granting to his 
Majeſty a certain Sum, to be raiſed by Annuities, &c. was 
referr'd, that they have Power to receive a Clauſe purſuant to 
the third of the above Reſolutions. 

Then it was likewiſe ordered that a Bill be brought in 
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upon the laſt Reſolution of the Committee of Supply, by Mr T7 

Francis Fane, Sir John Rulſhout, and Mr Drax. oY fi 

June 4. Sir Conyers Darcy acquainted the Houſe, that P 

he had received his Majeity's Command to lay before n 

papers relating them, purſuant to their Addreſs of the zoth of May laſt, ; p 
to the Con en- Copies of all the Powers, Inſtructions. c. relating to the C 
tion preſented, Convention with Spain, concluded January 14, 1739, N. S. 4 d 
_ 3 8 as there has been J'ime to prepare; and that he was ordered V 
mittee, to ſay, that Copies of the remaining Papers are preparing ti 
with the utmoſt Diligence to be laid before the Houſe : Ad at 

he preſented Copies of ſuch of the ſaid Papers as he had re- H 

ceived his Majeſty's Command now to lay before the Houle, = 

which were referred to the Committee of Secrecy. - Wt 


In the Progreſs of this Work we have taken Notice of BR p- 
the ſeveral Pctitions relating to the Decay of the Wooi'len MY 
Manufacture, the Reſult of which was that of Voting of an 1 

Addreſs 
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Addreſs to his Majeſty, to cauſe ſtrict and immediate Orders a, 16. Geo, II. 
for the effectual putting in Execution the Laws now in Being, 1742. 
for preventing the Exportation of Wool or Yarn, from 
Great Britain and Ireland, to Foreign Parts. Addreſs relating 
Then Mr Francis Fane preſented to the Houſe, a Bill for 15 _— 
encouraging the Manufactures of Britiſb and Iriſb Linens, e ON Rae 
by allowing a Bounty upon Exportation of certain Species 
thereof from Great Britain, which was read a firſt Time, u 8 
and ordered a ſecond reading. Init beer 1 
June 10. A Bill to impower the Importers or Proprietors and permitting 
of Rum, or Spirits, of the Produce of the Britiſb Sugar Rum to be land- 
Plantations, to land the ſame before Payment of the Duties c 3 Faye 
of Exciſe charged thereon, and to lodge the ſame in Ware- — 
Houſes, at their own Expence, for a certain Time, was pre- 
ſented by Sir 7ohn Ruſbout, read a firſt Time, and ordered 
a ſecond Reading. | 
Then Sir William Yonge reported to the Houſe, that his his Majeſty's 
Majeſty would cauſe ſtrict and immediate Orders to be given, Anſwer to the 
for the effectual putting in Execution the Laws for preventing Addreſs relating 
the Exportation of Wool or Yarn, from Great Britain and ©? . 
Ireland, to foreign Parts, in Purſuance of their Addreſs. 

Ordered a new Writ for Truro, in the Room of James urs 
Hammond, Eſq; deceas'd. 7 nen, 
A Bill for granting to his Majeſty 800,000 J. to be raiſed Annuity Bill 

by Annuities, &c. and for aſcertaining the Duties upon paſs'd, 
Quick-Silver taken as Prize, &c. was read a third Time, 
paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 

Then Mr Sandys, by the King's Command, preſented Co- 
pies of the Remainder of the Papers relating to the Conven- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee of Secrecy. 

June 16. A Bill was ordered in for farther regulating the 
regiſtring of Ships employed in the Plantation-'I'rade ; and & Bill order d in 
for limiting a Time for producing Certificates to diſcharge |; EI 98 
Plantation Bonds given in Great Britain; for Relief of Trade, &c. 
Merchants importing Prize-Goods from America ; and for 
preventing Abuſes, which may be committed by colluſive 
Captures, made and carried into his Majeſty's Colonies there, 
during the War ; and to oblige the Claimers of Boats and 
Veſſels ſeized for unlaw ful Exportation of Wool, or Importa- 
tion of Goods and Merchandiſe, to give Security for Colts ; 
and for allowing Ea/t- India Goods to be taken out of Ware- 

Houſes, to be cleaned and refreſhed ; and that Mr Chan- 


Bill for encou- 


; cellar of the Exchequer, Mr G;bbon, Mr crope, Mr Attorney 


General, Mr Sollicitor General, and Sir Jon Barnard do pre- 
pre and bring in the ſame. 
Mr Carew reported the Amendments to the Bill for far- Juſtices Bill put 
| ther fl. 
Captain Boſcawen was elected. 
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An. 16, Ceo. II. ther qualifying Juſtices of Peace: Then the farther Cong. 
1742. deration of che ſaid Report was adjourned for two Months, 
on a Divition, Ayes 152, Noes 104. 
A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, and others, Dealers in 
Cambrick, alledging, That if the Bill for encouraging the 
1 of Britich and 1rifþ Linens paſs into a Law, 
* . , the Petitioners will be very great Sufferers, having bought 
8 in foreign Parts, and paid for large Parcels of Cambrichs, 
which cannot be imported within the Time limited by that 
Bill; that ſhould the Petitioners import them aſter the Bill is 
to take Effect, they will never be able to vend them, without 
great Loſs; and repreſenting, that the laying a farther Du- 
ty of 5 5. 8 4. upon each whole Piece of Cambrick will not 
anſwer the Ends propoſed, but divert the Courſe of Trade, 
by taking it out of the Hands of the fair Trader, and put- 
ting it into Smugglers Hands ; and praying to be heard by 
themſelves or Counſel, was referred to the Committee to 
whom the ſaid Bill was committed: And it was ordered that 
the ſaid Committee do admit the Perſons, who petitioned for 
the Encouragement of the Manufacture of Linens made in 
Great Britain and Jre/and, to be heard againſt the laſt men- 
tioned Petition. ; 
June 17. A Bill for the farther regulating the regiſtering 
of Ships imployed in the Plantation-T rade, &c. [See p. 269. 
was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 
Then it was reſolved, that an Addreſs be pre ented to his 
Majeity: that he will, by Proclamation, or Or ler in Coun- 
cil, take off the Prohibitions of the Act of the 13th Year 
CR of his Majeſty's Reign, intituled, An Af fo; prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain, fo far as the ſame relate to Wool and 
Barilla, of the Product of any of the Territories of the 
King of Spain, lying or being in Europe, or of the Canary 
Iſlands belonging to the ſaid King. 
The next Day Mr Comptroller acquainted the Houſe, that 
his Majeſty will give proper Directions in Purſuance of that 
Addreſs. 
Then a Bill to prevent the Marriage of Lunaticks, was 
Bill relating to read a third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr 
Lunaticks paſs'd. Gybbon. | | 
June 21. A Bill for preventing the Miſchieſs which may 
Ao the Bill re- happen by keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder in vr 
— 8 Gun- near London and V eftmiiſter, was read the third Time, paſs'd, 
and ſent to the Lords by Sir Robert God/chall. 
June 22. A Bill to continue ſeveral Laws therein mention. 
ed, relating to the Encouragement of the making of Sal 
Cloth in Great Britain; and jor the Encouragement of ite 


Silk Manufactures of this Kingdom, and relating to Copper 
Bar: 
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Bars exported, was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond An. 16. Geo. II. 
Reading. 1742, 

A Bill to impower the Importers or Proprietors of Rum or w= 
Spirits of the Brizz/5 Sugar Plantations, to land the ſame be- bene = . 
fore Payment of the Dutics of Exciſe, &c. As alſo another ©2708 Rum: 
for the more effectual preventing the counterſeiting of the | 
current Coin of this Kingdom, were ſeverally read the third 8 relating 
Time, paſs'd, 1 =. Nef 6 we Dry th 

une 23. A Bill for farther regulating the Plantation- f 
2 — 27 Alſo a Bill to revive and continue ſeveral Laws, 1 
Sc. [See p. 271.] were ſeverally read a thitd Time, paſs'd, tion-Trade ; 
and ſent to the Lords by Mr Henry Archer. 

June 24. Ordered a new Writ for the Borough of S 
Bury, in the Room of Charles Exver, Eiq; “ deceas'd. 

June 28. A Bill for granting to his Majeſty an additional And for laying a 
Duty on foreign Cambricks, &c. was read a third Time, ane wh 3 
paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Phi/ips. pat d. 

The Houſe reſumed the adjourned Conſideration of the 
Report of the Bill, touching the Election of Members of 
Parliament, and to reſtrain tae Parility of returning Offi- Returning Of- 
cers; then a Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, that cers Bill en- 
the ſaid Bill be recommitted, it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes Broſs d. 

44, Noes 57 : And the Bill, with the Amendments, was or- 
dered to be engroſſed. ' 

June 29. A Bill to explain and amend an Act of the 
13th Year of his Majeity's Reign, intituled, An Act for ,,__ 
amending and enforcing the Laws, 2 to Rogues, 2 N 12 
bonds, Oc. was read a third Time; and a Motion bein 
made, and the Queſtion put, that the ſaid Bill do paſs, it 
was reſolved in the Negative by 80 againſt 77. 

Then Mr Carew reported from the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom the Petition of Thomas Stephens, 

Agent in Behalf of the People of Georgia, was commit- 
ted, the following Reſolutions of the {41d Committee. 

I. That the Province of Georgia, by Renion of its Si- ; 
tuation, may be an uſeful Barrier to the Hritiſh Provinces on 2 5 K 
the Continentz of America, againſt the French and Spaniards, ded 
and the Indian Nations in their Interelis. ; 

II. That the Ports and Harbours within the ſaid Province 
3 be a great Security to the Trade and Navigation of this 
Ingdom. 

III. That the ſaid Province, by Reaſon of the Fertility 
of the Soil, the Healthfulveſs of the Climate, and the Con» 
venience of the Rivers, is a proper Place for eſlabliſhing a 
Settlement, and may contribute greatly to the encreaſing of 
the Trade of this Kingdom. 

IV. That 


George Pitt, Eſq; was choſen, 
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An. 16. Geo, II. IV. That it is very neceſſary and advantageous to thi 
1742. Nation, that the Colony of Georgia ſhould be preſerved and 
ſupported. 

V. That it will be an Advantage to the Colony of Geor- 
gia, to permit the Importation of Rum into the ſaid Colony 
from any other of the Britiſb Colonies. 

VI. That the Petition of Thomas Stephens contains falſe, 
ſcandalous, and malicious Charges, tending to aſperſe the 
Characters of the Truſtees for eſtabliſhing the ſaid Colony of 
Georgia. 

All which Reſolutions were, upon the Queſtion put there- 

8 upon, agreed to by the Houſe, and the Ao oven. Stephens 
manded, was reprimanded by Mr Speaker for his Offence. 

; June zo. An ingroſſed Bill to continue ſeveral Laws, for 
Bill gag the Encouragement of the making of Sail-Cloth, &c. was 
— APC * read a third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr 

Henry Archer. 

The Serjeant at Arms having ſummoned the Members, 
er the Lord Limerick made a 2 Report from the Com- 
Committee pre- mittee of Secrecy, which being read, a Motion was made, 
ſented. and the Queſtion put, that the ſaid Report, with the Appen- 
dix, be printed; and the previous Queſtion being put there- 
upon, it paſſed in the Negative, without a Diviſion. 

Fuly 1. An ingroſled Bill from the Lords, For explaining 
an Act made in the 14th Year of his preſent Majeſly, intituled, 
An Act to render the Laws more effettual for preventing the 
flealing and deſtroying of Sheep and other Cattle, was read a 
firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Ordered a new Writ for the City of London, in the Room 
of Sir Robert Godſchall, deceas'd “. 

July 6. An ingroſſed Bill to explain and amend the Laws 
touching the Elections of Members, and to reſtrain the Par- 
tiality, and regulate the Conduct of returning Officrs, was 
Returning Offi- read the third Time, and paſs'd : On a Diviſion, Ayes 93, 
cers Bill, and Noes 92, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Pulteney, where it was 

drop'd. 

A Bill from the Lords, For the more effetual preventing 
Perſons from aſſiſting Priſoners to eſcape from their Confine- 
ment, was read a firit Time, and order'd a ſecond Reading. 

Sheepſtealing Bill 7h 7, The Bill from the Lords, For explaining the Adt 

pals' d. relating to Sheeplealing, was read a third Time, and paſs d 
with ſome Amendments, and ſent back to the Lords by Mr 
Thomas Gore. 

Juby 13. Ordered a new Writ for the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, in the Room of the Hon. Edward Finch, Eiq; 

ap- 

William Calvert, Eſq; was elected. Þ He was re- elected without 
Oppolition, 


Writ for London. 
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1 one of the Grooms of the Bed- Chamber to his An. 16. Geo, II. 
Majeſty. 1742. 
6 in the Room of the Hon. Villiam Finch. 
Eſq; * made Vice Chamberlain to his Majeſty's Houſhold. 
For Grampound, in the Room of Daniel Boone, Eſq; * ap- the rom of 
pointed Commiſſary General of the Muſters. Members pre- 
For the City of York, in the Room of Edward Thompſon, ſerr'd. 


New Writs in 


Eſq; deceas'd. 


And for the Devizes, in the Room of Francis Eyles, Eſq; 
appointed Super-Intendent of his Majeſty's Founderies. 

The next Day new Writs were iſſued for Dorcheſter, in 
the Room of Nathaniel Gundry, Eſq; * appointed one of 
his Majeſty's Counſel learned in the Law. 

For Rippon, in the Room of the Hon. Henry Vane, Eſq; * 
made Vice-Treaſurer, Receiver-General, and Pay maſter- 
General of Vreland. 

For the Shire of Edinburgh, in the Room of Sir Charles 
Gilmour, Bart. appointed Pay-Maſter of his Majelty's 
Board of Works. 

For Chriſt- Church, in the Room of Edward Hooper, Eſq; * 
made Pay maſter of divers annual Bounties and Penſions. 

And for the County of Midaleſex, in the Room of the 
Rt Hon. William Pulteney, Eſq; created Earl of Bath. 

At the ſame Time a Reverſionary Patent of the Office of 
Chief Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer in Ireland, 
was granted to the Hon. James Hamilton, Son to the Lord 
Limerick. 

Fuly 15. A new Writ iſſued for Orford, in the Room of 
the Hon. Henry Legge, Eſq; “ appointed Surveyor-General of 
his Majeſty's Woods on the North and South Side of Trent. 


The ſame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
gave the Royal Aſſent to Eleven Publick and Four private 
Bills: After which his Majeſty made the following molt 
Gracious Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


HIS Seflion of Parliament has been drawn out in- W 
to ſo unuſual a Length, and the Seaſon of the putting an End 

** Year is ſo far advanced, that I am perſuaded, you are all to the Seſſion. 
very defirous of a Receſs. 


* I acquainted you, at the Beginning of the Seſſion, with 
Vor. XIII. N n my 


cs 


cs 


They were all re-ele&ed without Oppoſition z George Fox, Eſq; 
was choſen for York ; as was allo Dr George Lee, whoſe Seat became 
Vacant by being made a Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, for the Devizes, 


RY 5 oom of Capt. Eyles ; and Sir Roger Newdigate was elected for 
eſex. 


An. 16. Geo. II. 


1742. 
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my Endeavours to bring about an Accommodation be- 
tween thoſe Princes, whoſe Union was moſt neceſſary in 
this crit cal Conjuncture. The Treaty, lately concluded 
between the Queen of Hungary and the King of Praſſia, 
under my Mediation, and ſo highly to the Honour of 
Great Britain, muſt undoubtedly produce the beſt Con- 
ſequences to the common Cauſe. 
The Succeſſes which have attended the Auſtrian Arms 
in Germany, the Conjunction of the King of Sardinia's 
Forces with thoie of the Queen of Hungary in Italy, the 
preſent favourable Diſpoſition of the States General and 
of other great Powers, are, under God, chiefly owing 
to the generous Aſſiſtance afforded by this Nation to its 
ancient and natural Allies. 


* Theſe happy Events cannot fail to give Encouragement . 


to our Friends, and to eſtabliſh the Reputation of our 
Strength, and our juſt Influence Abroad. 


If, for the farther Support and Defence of the Queen 
of Hungary, and to reſtore and ſecure the Ballance of 
Power, ſo particularly recommended to me by my Par- 
liament, it ſhould become neceſſary for me to contrac: 
new Engagements, or to enter into farther Meaſures, 1 
rely upon your Zeal and Perſeverance, in ſo juſt a Cauſe, 
to enable me to make them good. 

In the midſt of theſe extenſive Tranſactions, I have 
been, and ſhall continue to be, attentive to the Proſecu- 
tion of the War againſt Spain with the utmoſt Vigour ; 
which is of the greateſt Importance to the Trade and 
Navigation of my Subjects; the Encouragement and Pro- 
tection whereof, ſhall be one of my principal Cares. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


The Zeal, Unanimity, and Diſpatch, with which you 
have given ſuch large Supplies, for the Service of the 
current Year, demand my particular Thanks, and are 
freſh Proofs of your Duty to me, and of your Concern 
for the true Intereſt of your Country. The Succeſs, with 
which theſe Supplies have been raiſed, muſt convince all 
the World of the eſtabliſhed Credit of this Nation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 


* have the juſteſt Confidence in the AﬀeCtions of my 
People ; which I ſhall not fail to cultivate, by a conſtant 
Care of their Rights and Liberties, and by promoting 


their Proſperity and Happineſs. Let it be your Endea- 
*  vour, 


\ 
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good Intentions rightly underſtood; to calm and heal 
« all Auimoſities and Diviſions ; to ſupport my Authority 
„ and Government; and to.preſerve the Peace and good Or- 
« der of the Kingdom.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, Prorogation of 


« your, in your reſpective Countries, to make theſe my An. 16. Geo, If. 


4 . 


prorogued the Parliament to the 16th of September. They the Parliament. 


were afterwards further prorogued to the 16th of Nowember, 
on which Day his Majeſty open'd the Second Seflion : The 
Hiſtory whereof will be publiſhed with all convenient Expe- 


dition. 


TA ER 


Publick ACTS paſsd during the Firſt 
Seſſion of the Third Parliament of King 
George II. 


A? Act, For continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mu, 
Cyder, and Perry, for the Service of the Year 1712. 

An Act to repeal ſo much of an Act paſſed laſt Seſſion, 
For the Preſervation of the Publick Roads in England, as 
obliges Perſons not travelling for Hire ts make uſe of Mag- 
gens with Wheels bound with Streaks or Tyre of a certats 
Breadth, or the ſaid Streaks to be faſiened with Nails of a 
certain Size. 

An Act, For granting to his Majeſty a certain Sam out cf 
the Sinking Fund, towards the Supply for the Year i742. 

An Act, For puniſping Mutiny and Deſertion, &C. 

An Act, For laying a Duty of Two Pennies Scots, upon 
wer) Scots Pint of Ale and Beer brewed for Sale, brought 

= nt, tapped, or fold within the Town of Kirkaldy, and 

© Liberties thereof. | 
= An Act, For explainirg, amending, and mating more «© 
dual Two 44; of Parliament, for crecting Mort hon. 
1742 N n 2 and 
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An. 16. Geo, II. and Houſes of Correction, in the Town of Kingſton 2p Hull, 


1742. 


for the Employment and Maintenance of the Poor there. 


An Act, For granting a Land Tax, for the Service of 
the Year 1742. 

An Act, Relating to the rebuilding the Church of St Ca- 
therine Coleman, in Fenchurch Street, in the City of London. 

An Act, For eftabliſhing an Agreement with the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of England, for advancing the 
Sum of 1,000,000 l. towards the Supply for the Service of 
the Year 1742. 

An Act, To render more effeftual an At made in the 
Ninth and Tenth Years of King William the Third, For 
erecting Hoſpitals and Workhouſes within the Town of 
Colcheſter, for the better employing and maintaining the 
Poor thereof. 

An Act, For granting to his Majefly the Sum of 800, 0001. 
to be raiſed by innuities transfirrable at the Bank of Eng- 
land; and for aſcertaining the Cuſtoms and Duties upon 
Duickſitver talen as Prize during the preſent War ; and for 
the farther appropriating the Supplies granted in this Seſſion 
of Parliament. 

An Act, To prevent the counterfeiting of Gold and Silver 
Lace ; and for ſettling and adjuſting the Proportions of fine 
Silver and Silk ; and for the better making of Gold and 
Silrer Thread. 

An Act, To indemnify Perſons vue have omittted to qua- 
lify themſelves for Offices, Employments, and Promotion-, 
within the Time limited by Law ; and for allowing farther 
Time for thats Purpoſe. 

An Act. To exclude certain Officers from being Member; 
of the Fiouſe of Commons. 

An Ad, For ſecuring to John Byrom, M. A. the il: 
Right of publibirg, for a certain Term of Vears, the Art 
and Method of Short-hand, invented by him. 

An Act. To empower the Juſtices of the Peace of à Li- 
berty or Corporation, ta commit Offenders to the Houſe of 
Correctian of the County. Riding, or Diviſion, in wwhich uch 
Liberty or C or 3 ration 15 ſituate. 

An AQ, Jo impouuer the Imparters or Proprietors of Rum 
or Neat its the Br ritiſh Sugar Plantations to land the ſame 

fre Payment of the Duties of Exciſe charged thereon, and 


7 l Gage the ſame in Warehouſes at their own Expence ; and 


for the Relief of Ralph Barrow, in reſpect t1 the Duty en 
forms Rock Salt, loft by the Overfizwing of the Rivers Weaver 


nd Dane. 
An Act, For the better enabling the Commiſſioners for 
building a Bridge cra/s the River Thames, from the Cit; 
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to finiſh the ſaid Bridge, and to perform the other Truſts re- 
poſed in them, and for enlarging the Time for exchanging of 
Tickets unclaimed in the laſt Lottery for the (aid Bridge, 
and to make Proviſion for Tickets in the ſaid Lottery, Hoff 
burnt, or otherwiſe deſtroyed. 

An Act, For the more effeftual preventing any Cloth, or 
Moollen Goods remaining upon the Rack, or Tenters, or an 
Moollen Yarn, or Wooll left out to dry, from being ſtolen, 
or taken away in the Night-time, 

An Act, For the more eſtectual preventing the counter feitng 
of the current Coin of this Kingdom, and the uttering or 
paying of falſe or counterfeit Coin. 

An Act, For granting to his Majeſly an additional Duty 
on foreign Cambricks, imported into Great Britain; and for 
allowing thereout, a Bounty upon certain Species of Britiſh 
and Iriſh Linens exported. 

An Act, To prevent the Marriage of Lunaticks. 

An Act, For farther regulating the Plantation Trade; 
and for Relief of Merchants importing Prize Goods from Ame- 
rica, ard for preventing colluſive Captures there; and for 
obliging the Claimers of Veſſels ſeized for Exportation of 
Mooll, or any unlawful Importation, to give Security for 
Coſts; and for allowing Eaſt India Goods to be taken out of 
Warehouſes, in order to be cleaned and refreſhed. 

An Act, For preventing the Miſchiefs which may happen 
by keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder in or near the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter. 

An Act, To revive ſeveral Ads for the Puniſhment of 
Perſons deflroying Turnpikes or Locks, or other Works erected 
by Authority of Parliament, and for other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned; and to continue ſeveral Atts relating to Rice, 10 
Frauds in the Cuſtoms, to the clandeſiine Running of Good, 
and to Copper Ore of the Britiſh Plantations ; and for ex- 
tending the Liberty given by the A of the Twelfth Year of 
the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, for carging Sugar of the 
Growth of the Bfitiſh Sugar Colonies in America, in Ships 
belonging to any of his Majeſty's Subjects reſiding in Great 
Britain, and navigated according to Law; and for the more 
Hectual preventing the cutting of Star or Bent. 

An Act, To explain an Ad made in the Fourteenth Year 
of the Reign of his preſent Majeſiy, intituled, An AQ to 
render the Laws more effectual for preventing the ſtealing 
and deſtroying of Sheep and other Cattle. 

An Act, Jo continue ſeveral Laws for the Enceuragtment 
of the making of Sail-Cloth in Great Britain, and of the Silk 
Manufatures of this Kingdem; and for allcauing a Draw- 


back 


of Weſtminſter to the oppoſite Shore in the County of Surrey, An. 18. Geo. II. 


An. 16. Geo, II. back on the Exportation of Copper Bars; and to explain 4 


1742. 
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Clauſe of an At made in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 1 
prohibit the E xportation of Corn, and other Things therein 
mentioned ; and to give farther Time for the Payment or 
Duties omitted to be paid for the Indentures and Contra#; 
of Clerks and Apprentices. 

Alſo to Eight Acts relating to the Repairing the following 
Roads, viz. From Wendover to Buckingham: Alſo, between 
the Horſeſhoe Houſe, in the Pariſh of Stoke Goldington, 
Co. Bucks, and the Town of Northampton, and the Road 
from the North Bridge of Newport Pagnal, Co. Bucks, 5 
the Horſeſhoe Houſe. Alſo, From Bromſgrove to Dudley, 
Co. Worceſter ; and from Bromſgrove t Birmingham, Ce. 
Warwick. Likewiſe, The Highways between Tyburn and 
Uxbridge, Co. Middleſex ; and from Brent-Bridge, over 
Hanwell Heath, through the Pariſhes of Hanwell, New 
Brentford, and Ealing, to the great Weſtern Road in the 
Said County. Alſo, From Sheet Bridge in the Pariſh of 
Petersfield, 70 Portſmouth, Co. Southampton. Likewiſe, 
From Cirenceſter Toxwn's-End to St John's Bridge, Co. Glou- 
ceſter. Alſo, From Stump-Croſs 7 Newmarket-Heath, and 
the Town of Cambridge; and from Foulmire to Cambridge. 
Likewiſe, From Ledbury, Co. Hereford, ts the ſeveral Place; 


tberein mentioned. 


And to 46 Private Bills. 
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A REPORT from the COMMIT- 
TEE of SECRECY, appointed to eu- 
quire into the Conduct of ROBERT 
Earl of OR FORD, during the laſt Ten 
Tears of his being Firſt Commiſhoner of 
the Treaſury, and Chancellor ana Under- 
Treaſurer of his Majejiy's Exchequer. 


their Enquiry, by the Obſtinacy of Mr. Nicholas 174% 
Paxton upon his ſeveral Examinations, are under a 

Neceſſity of laying that whole Tranſaction before the Houſe, 
(together with a ſhort State of his Behaviour, as Solicitor of 
the Treaſury and a public Accomprant) as alſo an Account 
of the Behaviour of Gwyn Yaughan Eſquire, on his Exami- 
nation. | 

Your Committee now think proper, in order to avoid Re- 
petition, to acquaint the Houſe, that, in purſuance of their 
Orders, all the Perſons. examined before the ſaid Committee, 
were examined in the moit folemn Manner; and Mr. Ni- 
chael Gibbons being examined, ſaid, he was Agent to John —— * 
Boteler Eſquire, who ſtood Candidate at the Electfon for a . 
Member of Parliament for the Borough of Hendower in the 1735. 
County of Bucks, in 1735 ; that Mr. Hoteler did, the Sa- Examination of 
turday Night before it came on, adviſe with the Examinant, 4s das wal 
what was proper to be done; that the Examinant told him, 3 "49 
Nothing could be done without 5 or 600 J. that on this, he 
believes, Mr Boteler told him, that he had not ſo much Mo- 
ney, but he would write a Letter to Mr Paxten; that the 
next Morning one Mr Jahn Jones who was a Friend of Mr 
Boteler, was ſent to London, and returned on the Monday 
Morning to Wendover, and on his Return told the Exami- 
nant, that he had delivered a Letter to Mr Paxton, and Mr 
Paxton had given him 500 J. he having at the fame Time in 
his Hand a great Number of Bank Notes, which he told the 
Examinant was the 500 J. in Queſtion, and which he imme- 
diately carried in to Mr Boteler, who ſoon after came out, 
and informed the Examinant the 500 /. was come. 

Mr John Jones, being examined, ſaid, that he had no And ra Jones 
Interelt in the Borough of Wendover, but was employed by 
Mr Boteler as a Friend; that, befdre the Day of the Electi— 
on, Mr Boteler deſired the Examinant to go to Town with a 
Letter to Mr Nicholas Paxton for Money ; that he found Mr 

1742. — Faxen 


* OUR Committee finding themſelves obfiruted in An. 15. Geo. II. 


Ne 


— —— — . 


An. 15. Geo. II. Paxton at Fulham, and gave him the Letter, and Mr Pax. 


1742. 


ſohn Boteler, 
Etſqz examined 


2 Report of te SECRET COMMIT TEE 


ton, on reading it, deſired the Examinant to meet him the 
next Day at Roger Williams's Coffee-houſe; that he did 
meet him accordingly, and Mr Paxton gave him a Parcel of 
Money (of which the greatelt Part, if not the whole, was 
in Bank Notes) and told him, on delivering it, Here is your 
* Anſwer,' the Sum, he believes, might be about 500“. 
that he carried it the ſame Morning to Wendover, and deli. 
vered the ſame, or the greateſt Part thereof, to Mr. Bote/cr. 

John Boteler, Eſquire, being examined, ſaid, that when he 
ſtood Candidate at Wendover, in 1735, he did, on Occaſion 
of that Election, and not long before it, make an Acquain- 
tance with Mr Paxton Sollicitor to the Treaſury ; that the 
Examinant was puſhed at the Election, and wanted Money, 
and thinking he had ſome Pretenſions to Favour, on Account 
of his having been ill uſed in his former Election, and know- 
ing Mr Paxton was a Perſon about the Treaſury that might 
have an Intereſt where the Money might be had, the Exa- 
minant, as he could not come away from Wendover without 
Money to defray his Charges, ſent Mr John Jones to London, 
with a Meſflage to Mr Paxton for Money, which Meſſage, 
the Examinant believes, was a Letter for 500 J. that Mr 
Jones returned with the Money to the Examinant a little be- 
fore the Election; that the Examinant did never give either 
Bond, Note, or Receipt for the Money, nor has Mr Paxton 
at any Time ſince made a Demand either of the Money, or 
any Security for the ſame, nor did he conſider himſelf as a 
Debtor for the Sum thus received. 


And Mr Pexton Mr Nicholas Paxton being examined, ſaid, that he knows 


Mr John Jones very well, and has known him for ſome 
Years ; that he likewiſe knows Mr Boteler, formerly a Can- 
didate at Wendover, and has known him ſeveral Years ; he 
believes, that Mr Boteler ſtood Candidate for Wendover in 
the Year 1735, but that he was not an Agent for Mr Bote- 
er. 
Mr Paxton being further aſked, if he advanced any Money 
to Mr Vones, on the Account of Mr Hoteler, about the Time 
of that Election? | 

He ſaid, * Iwill not anſwer that Queſtion, as it may tend 
to accuſe myſelf.” 

The Committee deſired he would conſider of it. To which 
he anſwered, 

I deſic no Time to conſider of it.” 

Then he was ordered to withdraw. 

And being again called in, the Queſtion was read to him, 
and he was informed by the Chairman, that it was the una- 
nimous Opinion of the Committee, tnat an Anſwer to this 


Queltion 
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. Queſtion did not tend to accuſe himſelf, and therefore the An. 15. Geo, II. 
Committee did inſiſt on an Anſwer. To which 1742. 
He ſaid, I deſire to be excuſed.” 

Then he was again ordered to withdraw. 

And being again called in, the Chairman repeated the 
Queſtion to him, and informed him, that the Committee did 
inſiſt on an Anſwer, and would not excuſe him. To which 

He ſaid, © I will not anſwer that Queſtion ; and perſiſting 
in his Refuſal, was ordered to withdraw. 

Mr Paxton being, on the next Day, taken into the Cuſto- 
dy of the Scrjeant at Arms, by Order of the Houſe, was on 
the Day following brought before the Committee, in order 
to be examined, and being again aſked, if he did advance any 
Money to Mr 7ohn Jones, on the Account of Mr Boteler, 
about the Time of the Election at WYVerdower, in the Year 
1735? | 

He ſaid, © I adhere to my former Anſwer ;* upon which 
he was ordered to withdraw. 

And being again called in, the Chairman by the Direction 
of the Committee, repeated the ſame Queliion to him, and 
acquainted him, that they expected he ſhould give a poſitive 
Anſwer thereto. Upon which 

He ſaid, © If you will have me give a poſitive Anſwer, I 
do ſay, I will not anſwer that Queſtion, as it may tend to 
* accuſe myſelf.” 

Your Committee in the next Place, proceeded to examine 
Mr Richard Banks, late Partner with Mr Paxton, who ſaid, p,.ination of 
that he became a Partner in Buſineſs with the ſaid Mr Pax- Mr Banks, relat- 
ten, about the Year 1731 or 1732, and continued to act with ins to the Bo- 
him as ſuch, till within theſe four or five Years ; that in" of Orford. 
their private Buſineſs he, Barks, generally received the Mo- 
ney from the Clients, tho' not always; that in other Buſi- 
neſs, which he apprehended related to the Public, he gave 
the Bills to Mr Paxton, who allowed them to the Exami— 
nant upon Account, as Money ; that the Examinant had one 
Bill of near 3000 J. for Proſecutions relating to the Borough 
of Orford in Sault, in which Mr John Lawton, of the Ex- 
chequer, appeared to be the Client; that Mr Lawton paid 
the Examinant ſeveral hundred Pounds for carrying on this 
Proſecution, and ſometimes he had Money for the ſame Pur- 

poſe from Mr Paxton, for which the Examinant gave him 
a Receipt ; but this was, for thz mol! Part, when Mr La- 
ian was out of the Way, and when they met again, Mr 
Paxton uſually gave up ſuch Receipts to the Examinant, 
wo then gave Mr Lawton others in Ticu thereo! ; that twice 
Mr Maſtermas received Coils from Mr Mien who was 
concerned on the other Side, ubout 200 J. the firit, and a- 
bout 50 J. the ſccoud Time, and theſe Coll being allowed 

1742. 1 2 10 
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An. 15. Geo. II. to the Examinant by Mr Maſterman, who taxed the Bills, 

1742 the Examinant gave Mr Lawton a Receipt to their Amount, 
and, the Examinant beheves, that he gave no Receipt to an 

Perſon, except as aforeſaid, for Money advanced in this Af. 

fair, but to Mr Lawton, from whom molt of the Money 

came ; that at firſt the Examinant did not know whether this 

Proſecution was a public or private one, but he did at lail be- 

lieve it was anſwered by Public-Money ; that it was under- 

ſtood by all Mr Lawtor's Friends, as the Examinant believes, 

that the ſaid Proſecutions were carried on with Public-Mo. 

ney, and that Mr Lawton did not bear the Expence thereof ; 

that the Examinant, being at Bury, was one Evening in 

Company with Mr Prime and Mr Lawton, when Mr Prime 

took Occaſion to talk to Mr Lawton, as not thinking he had 

received enough in that Cauſe, Mr Lawton told Mr Prime 

that Mr Banks had Orders to fee him handſomely, and aſhed 

Banks, what he had given him, who anſwered, five Guineas 

on each Information; and the Examinant informed the Com- 

mittee, that there were ſeveral Informations ; he further 

added, that Mr Prime ſaid to Mr Lawton, I do not doubt, 

but this is an Exchequer, or Treaſury-Proſecution (one or 

other Expreſſion the Examinant was ſure of) Mr Lawton then 

ſaid to Mr Prime, Why do you aſk me that Queſtion } Mr 

Prime replied, I ſee there is Abundance of Care taken in 

theſe Proſecutions, and a Thing carried on by a private Purſe 

would ſcarce have had two Sollicitors ; that thereupon angry 

Words paſſed between Mr Lawton and Mr Prime, and that 

at laſt Mr Lawton, ſaid to him, I aſſure you, there has been 

* no Money diſburſed hitherto, but what has been our of my 

Pocket, but I do not pretend to ſay, I ſhall not be reimburſed 

© it again; * that the Examinant has ſometimes jocularly aſked 

Mr Paxton, if theſe Proſecutions were not on the Public Ac- 

count, but that Mr Paxton has been on the Reſerve, and 

evaded it by telling the Examinant, What is that to you, 

* as long as you are paid ?' that there remains Seven hun- 

dred and odd Pounds unpaid of the Bill for theſe Proſecuti— 

ons: That Mr Paxton has likewiſe charged himſelf with ano- 

And al as to a ther Bll of the Examinants as Money inan Accompt * to paſs 

Paragraph in the hetween them in a Proſecution 404101 a News-Writer for de- 


es Women? 
re faming Sir CHa es Gonter Nicho!, juſt after his Death, for 
on Sir C. G. Ni having accepted of a red Ribbon; that Counſellor Czute re- 
Clol, commended Mr Paxton to Lady Nichel, and Mr Paxton gave 
Orders to the Examinant for this Proſecution ; and that a 

good while afterwards, the Examinant aſked Mr Chute, who 

he ſhould make out the Bill to; that Me Chute told the Ex- 

aminant, 


The Paragraph in the London Evening-Poſt was to this Effect, In 
his caily Days he acted like a Man cf Honour, and a true Friend to his 
* C:nvtry, but he changed his Principles for a Red Ribbon, and voted tut 
© that pernicious Project, the Excis x. 


— — 
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aminant, that he ſhould be no Loſer by it, but that he thought An. 15. Geo. II. 
it was to coſt Lady N7cho/ Nothing; and that he apprehend- 3 
ed Mr Paxton was to pay it; on which the Examinant went 

to Mr Paxton, who at firſt made a little Demur about it, but 

aſter a while he did agree to allow the Bill to paſs in Ac- 

count, as aforeſaid; but the Examinant never did apprehend 

it to be at Mr Paxton's own Expence ; nor doth the Exami- 

nant know, that Mr Pax/-n ever charged himſelf with the 

Examinant's Bills as Money, before he had actually received 

them, unleſs in what the Examinant apprekends was diſ- 

charged with Public Mcney ; but that Mr Paxton has en- 

gaged himſelf under his Hand, to anſwer for the before- 

mentioned Bills as Money in his Account with the Exami- 

nant. 

Mr Leonard Martin, who has been Partner with his Fa- Examination of 
ther-in-Law, Mr Paxton, ſince Michaelmas 1737, being ex- Mr Martin, re- 
amined, ſaid, that he was concerned for the Borough of Rad __ 9 
nor, but not till they came to apply for a new Charter; that "oe n 
he received his Directions from Thomas Lewis Eſquire, who nor, 
told the Examinant, as he believes, that he ſhould be paid by 
the Government ; that he conſulted Mr Paxton, as well as 
Mr Lewts, and, to the beſt of his Remembrance, Mr Lew;s 
told him, Mr Paxton was to pay him; that the Examinant's 
Bill for ſolliciting, and paſling the new Charter, and for de- 
fending three Intormations ia the Nature of Quo FFarrants, 
againſt three Members of the Corporation, was 1234 /. of 
which upwards of 1200 J. was on Account of paſſing the 
Charter, and it was paid him by Mr Paxten above a Year 
ago; that this new Charter was for an Incorporation, the 
old Corporation being broke up by Proſecutions and Judg- 
ments of Ouſter ; that i= apprehends the Petitioners for this 
Charter were only Perſons ſet up by Mr Lewis; for he was 
the Perſon that had it at Heart, and who chiefly follicited, 
and puſhed it forwards. | 

Thomas Lewis Eſquite, a Member of this Houſe, being ex- And of Thomas 
amined, ſaid, that he applied to have the Expences of an Lewis, Eſq; 
intended new Charter for the Borough of Radzor born by the * wy the 
Crown ; that he had a favourable Anſwer ; and believes Mr. sh. 
Paxton has told him, he bad Directions to take Care of it; 
that Mr Martin acted as Sollicitor in procuring and paſting 
the Charter, and furniſhed the Money for that Purpoſe ; but 
the Examinant believes, Mr Parton paid Mr Martin again; 
that the Examinant paid foine Fees to the Counſel for artend- 
ing the Attorney and S2l//icitor General in this Aﬀiir, which 
amounted to about 40 or ro; that he delivered a Bill for 
the farne to Mr Paxton, who repaid him; that Mr Paxton 
in the fame Manner ſupported the Fxpence of defending three 
Informations which were brought during the paſling of the 
Charter 


An. 15. Geo. II. 
1742. 


Account of Mr 
Paxton's Peha- 
viour as a Public 
Accomptant. 
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Charter, againlt the Bailiff and two Aldermen of Raanor ; 
on which Informations they were ouſted from their Offices 
as Bayliff and Aldermen. 

Your Committee proceeded, in the next Place, to exa- 
mine into Mr Paxton's Behaviour as a publick Accomptant ; 
and find, that he entred on his Office of Solicitor of the 
Treaſury on the 22d of December 1730, from which Time 
till the Month of 7aly 1734, being four Years and up- 

wards, they find that he had pa Fg no Account, nor was 
he in Readineis to paſs the ſame ; for it appears to your 
Committee, that, on the 2d of Ju 1734, he procured a 
Warrant from the "Treaſury for ſtopping Proceſs till the 
Hillary Term lollowing ; but it does not appear to your 
Committee, that, ſince that Time, Proceſs has ever been 
revived againlt | nim, or that any other Steps were taken to- 
wards his paſling any Account, till about twelve Months 
ago, when his Account, ending the 22d of December 1732, 
was deliver'd into the Auditor's Office. 

That, beſides the Account juſt mentioned, there is another 
of Mr Paxton's ending the 22d of December 1734, now un- 
der Examination, which was delivered in to the ſaid Office 
lait April was twelve Months; there lies alſo before the 
Auditor a third Account, ending the 22d of December 1736, 
which was delivered in the 8th Day of February laſt. 

And your Committee find, that, on the 8th of Februar; 
laſt, a State of the Account af Mr Pavia: from the 22d of 
Necember 1730, (the Day of his Appointment to his Office) 
8 tie 22d of December 1732, amounting to the Sum of 

8,235/.c09 d. g. and the Diſcharge whereof amounted 
to 5 J. 45. 5 d. was ſubmitted to the Lords of the 
Treaſury by Mr andere Baug ham, Deputy- Auditor, who 
has oble-ved at the Foot of the Account, that for 3251 /, 
17 5. Part of the Cravings of the ſaid Mr Paxton, no Re- 
ceipts, or Bills of the Particulars, were produced; and that 
it appears by the Warrant of the Trea/ary, which direct the 
Accomptani's Allowance of 500 /. per Annum payable out 
of the Exchequer, that the ſaid Allowance is to be, as well 
in lieu of Termly, ard other Fees and Allowances, which 
he might claim for his own Pains and Service, as for Clerks, 
Coach-hire, and ſuch other the like Charges, incident to 
the Execution of the ſaid Office; bat that it is alledged by 
the Accomptant, that the Services betore mentioned are 
foreign to his Buſineſs as Sollicitor of the Treaſury ; and that 
he was directed, by facial Orders, to attend the ſame ; 
the greateit Part of which were before his Appointment, 
and required his Attendance in the Country; and it ap 
pears, that this State of the ſaid Account, though it bears 
Date on the Sh of Fetus, was not in Fact delivered into 

the 
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the Treaſury till the gth of February laſt, when your Com An. 15. Geo, II. 


mittee, to their great Surprize, find, that, nctwithitanding 
theſe Obſervations laid betore the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
fury by-the Deputy Auditor of the Impreſt, they did, the 
very lame Morning, iflue their Warrant to one of the Au- 
ditors of the Impreſt, to authorize the paſſing and allowing 
of the ſaid Account. 

But though, by this Means, the Treaſury did grant to 
Mr Paxton all the Favour in their Power, his Accounts are 
not yet paſſed ; for they muit be firſt declared, and the De- 
claration is the judicial Act of the Chancellor of the F xche- 
quer; in which he can reviſe, and, if he ſees Cauſe, diſ- 
allow them or any part of them, notwithſtanding the War— 
rant of the Treaſury, and the Allowance of the Auditor, 
founded thereon. 

Your Committee finding, that Mr Paxton had actually 
paſſed no Account, during the whole Time of his being Sol- 
licitor to the Treaſury, proceeded to enquire, whether any 
large Sums of publick ſuloney had been intruſted to him, 
and find, that he ſtands Inſuper 5, 382 J. :85s. 1 d. for Mo- 
ney paid over to him by Mr Cratcherade, when the ſaid 
Mr Paxton was his Aſliſtant; they alſo find, that he ſtands 
charged upon the Impreſt Rolls with a Sum of 89,314 /. 
10 3. 2 dJ. 4. upon Account; ſo that the whole Sum of pub- 
lick Money, with which he ſtands charged, is no leſs than 
94,097 J. 175. 3d. x. 

It alſo appears to your Committee, that, beſides the ſaid 
Sums, they have already diicovered, that Mr Thomas Lowu- 
ther, one of the Meſſengers of the Yreaſury, has paid to 
the ſaid Mr Paxton one Sum of 1500 J. by virtue of a Mi- 
nute of the Treaſury ; for which Sum neither the ſaid Loxw- 
ther, nor the ſaid Paxton, are publick Accomptants. 

But your Committee are utierly unable to diſcover, by 
what Arts and Methods Mr Paxton could evade paſting any 
Account during the Time of his being Sollicitor of the Irea— 
ſary, which is upwards of eleven Yea:s ; eſpecially as it ap- 
pears to your Committee, that it was the Duty of the ſaid 
Treaſury, to oblige him to proſecute all ſuch Accomptants, 
as ſhould appear to be in Arrear by the Certificates of the 
Auditors of the Impreſts; for i our © mmittee find, from a 
Report of the ſaid Auditors, (which is hereu!.to annexed 
by way of Appendix) that, by a Warrant of the Treaſury 
dated the 16th of Auvy/! 711, and ſigned Oxford, tne 
Sellicitor of the Treaſury is ditect d to take Care, that the 
Procets be regularly iiT-ed againſt ſuch impreit Accamptants 
as ſhall appear ta bein Arrear, by the Certificates of the 
Auditor; 0! the Impreils, tue Queen's Rewembrancer ; as 


WT 21/0 againk all Perions finding Intuper upon an Impreſt, 
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An. 15. Geo. II. or other Accounts; which Warrant was confirmed in his 
1742. late Majeſty's Reign, as follows, vix. 


Whitehall, Treaſury- Chambers, 18 November, 1717. 
Preſent | 
Lord Stanhope, Lord Torrington, 
Mr John + Wallop, Mr Baillie. 
Renew the Order to the Sollicitor of the Treaſury to 
* proſecute Supers upon Accomptants.” 


And your Committee are at a Loſs to determine, what 
Motives could induce the Commiſſioners of the Trea/ury, to 
continue the ſaid Mr Paxten ſo many Years in the Office 
of vollicitor of the Treaſury, and to direct, that ſuch large 
Sums of publick Money ſhould, from time to time, be lodg- 
ed in his Hands; when they muſt have been informed, by 
the Half-yeaily Certificates, delivered in to them by the 
Auditors of the Impreſts, that he had paſt no Accounts from 
the Time of his firſt Appointment to be Sollicitor of the Trea- 
fury, which was on the 22d of December 1730. 
Further Exemi- Your Committee, the better to be enabled to diſcover, 
nation of Mr by what Services the ſaid Mr Paxton could deſerve ſuch fin- 
Paxton, gular and extraordinary Indulgence, did, on Friday laſt, 
direct the Keeper of Newgate to bring him before them; 
and, upon his being called in, the former Queſtion was again 
repeated to him, viz. 
Did you advance any Money to Mr John Jones, on the 
Account of Mr Boteler, about the Time of the Election at 
* Wendover in 17357 
| Upon which he deſired, that his former Anſwer to the 
ſaid Queſtion might be read. 
Which being read accordingly ; 
He repeated the very ſame Words, viz. © I will not an- 
* {wer that Queſtion, as it may tend to accuſe myſelf.” 
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Whereupon he was asked, Whether the Apprehenſion 1 

that it might tend to accuſe himſelf, was his only Reaſon . 

for not anſwering? = 1 

He ſaid. That is my principal Reaſon.“ = . 

Whereapon he was ordered to withdraw. my . 

And Gywn Gtoyn Vaughan Eſquire 4. being examined, he was asked, , b. 


Vaughan Eſq; If he knew of any Sum, or Sums of Money, paid out of the 8a- 1, 
lary, or Profits, of any Place, or Office under the Government? | 
10 which he anſwered, * I do not know of any, at this Time““ - 
Being then farther asked, If he knew of any paid witi- Py b. 
in theſe ten Years ? 1 
He deſired to know, Whether he was to include himſe!, 


or only others? T 


+ Now Lu! V count Lymington, 1 A Commiſſioner of the Coſtow 3 
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He was then informed, that the Qucitiun was gencral, An, 15, Geo. II. 


and included all Perſons. 


1742. 


Then he ſaid, that he was apprehenſive, that an Anſwer ww x 


to that Queſtion might in part affect himſelf; and there- 
fore deſited to be excuſe d anſwering. 


Whereupon he was ordered to withdraw. 
And upon his being called in again; 


He was acquainted by the Chairman, that the Committee 


had conſidered of his Objection to the Queltion put to hun, 
and would not preſs it farther at that Time. 


Your Committee are now proceeding, with all poſſible Diſ- 
patch, in proſecuting the Enquiry into the Conduct of the 
Earl of Orford, during the laſt ten Years of his being firſt 
Commiſſioner of the 7rea/ury, and Chancellor and Under- 
Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer ; but they cannot con- 
clude this Report, without repreſenting to the Houſe, thegreat 


Difficulty they labour under, from this obſtinate and contemptu- The Obſervati— 


ous Behaviour of Mr Paten, who appears to have been direct— 


Ons of the Come 
mittce on Pax - 


ly or indirectly concerned in molt of the Tranſactions, into ton's otinate 
which they have hitherto enquired ; and when they conſider and contemptu- 
the very large Sums, which have been iſſued to him, during ou Behaviour, 


the Time of his being So//icitor to the Treaſary, and that no 
effectual Methods were ever taken to oblige him to account 
for any Part thereof, (a Circumitance, which could not ariſe 
from meer Negligence or Inattention) when they conſider 
that the ſtrong and well-grounded Remarks made on his 
Accounts by the Depaty-Auditor of the Impreſts, were in- 
ſtantiy followed by a Warrant of the 'Treaſury, directing the 
Auditor to allow his Accounts; when they conſider, what 
ſtrong Suſpicions muſt ariſe from the foregoing Evidence, 
that ſome Part, at leaſt, of the Money in his Hands, may 
have been employed in Practices dangerous to the Liberties 
of this Nation, and deſtructive of the Independency of Par- 
liaments; they cannot help oblerving, that this Perſeverance 
in refuſing to anſwer, ſeems to take its Riſe from a preme- 
ditated Scheme, to obſtruct and fruſtrate their Fnquiry ; 
and, ſhould it paſs unregarded, may probably communicate 
itſelf to other Perſons, whom they ſhall have occaſion to call 
before them; and, by that means, render it impofible to 
lay a clear State of Aﬀairs before the Houſe. 

Your Committee therefore thought themſelves obliged in 
Duty to Report theſe Matters ſpecially to the Houſe, and do 
humbly ſubmit the ſame to their Conſideration. 
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ATTEND X 


TO A 
Report of the SECRET COMMIT TE 7. 


Gentlemen, 

An. T5. = N Y Lord Treaſurer is pleaſed to order, that you, to. 

Lact gether with Mr Herres the Sollicitor for the Affiirs of 
* e the 'Treaſury, do attend Mr Attorney, and Sollicitor Gen 
vir LOWNncdes s 
Letter to the val, and adviſe with them of the moſt eſfectual Methods 1: 
Auditors of the making out the Proceſs of the Exchequer from Time to 
Impreſt, Time, "againſt Accomptants in Default, and for Execution 

of the ſame. 


Jan. 
Treaſury Chambers, Gentlemen, 
4 June, 1711. Your moſt humble Servan!, 


Wi LLIAM Low N DEE. 


To the Right Honourable Robert Earl 


Auditors wird Oxford and Earl Mortimer, Lord 1111 
Treaſurer of Great Britain. 
Their Repreſen- IN Obedience to your Lordſhips Order of the 4th of Zane, 
tat ion to the Earl I we have attended Mr Attorney and Sollicitor General, and 
of Oxford, Lord adviſed with them of the moſt effectual Method for making 
Treaſurers out the Proceſs of the Exchequer, againſt Accomptants in 
Default, and for the due Execution of the ſame ; and by 
whoſe Approbation do humbly propoſe, 
That the Sollicitor of the Treaſury be directed to take 
carc that the Proceſs be regularly iſſued, againſt ſuch Im- 
preſt Accomptants, as ſhall appear to be in Arrear, by the 
Certificates of the Auditors of the Impreſts, to the Que 
Remembrancer; as alſo againſt all Perſons ſtanding Intvpc;, 
upon any Impreſt, or other Accounts. 
"That the like Directions be given with Reſpect to the 
Receivers of the Land-Tax, who are behind with thor 
Accounts; as alſo to the Sollicitors of the Cuſtoms, Excite, 
Poſt-Office, Salt and Stamp Duties, with reſpect to the Per. 
ſons ſtanding inſuper upon the Accounts of the Revenues ; 
and that the Effect of ſuch Proceſs may appear, it is kumb!! 
propoled, that the ſame may be repreſented, by each 80 
Citor, in the Beginning of every Term to your Lordſhip, in 
the following Method; and that a Copy thereof, be each 
Term tranſmitted to the Auditors of the Impreſts, and the 
Auditor of the Land-Revenue. 
And whereas many of the Accomptants have no vi6v!2 
Eſtate in Land, and it has been found by long Experience, 
tha! 
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that the iſſuing Diſtringas od Computandum, have had very An. 15. Geo, II. 
little Effect; it is therefore propoied, That in all Caſes 1742. 
where a Diſbringas has once been iſſued without Effect, the "ww TW>H 
j.veral Sollicitors ſhould be directed to take out a Capias ad 
Computandum the next Term, to ſecure the Perſon of the 
Accomptant, till he gives Security for his rendering a due 
/\ccomprt. 


E. Harley, I approve of the Method propoſed 
4. Mainwwatiring, Edwvard Northey, 
July 20, 1711. 

I likewite approve of this Method, 
Robert Raymond, 
TJuty 30, 1711. 


Accomptants | Proceſs iſſued, Reaſon why , Accompts 

appearing to} againſt, and ex- Proceſs has brought into 
be in Arrear | ecuted upon | not been exe- | the Auditors 
by the Certih-| ſuch Accompt-, cuted, ſince the iſſu- 
cates of the; ants, ing of Proceſs, 
Auditors of 
the Impreſt, 


| 


Perſons ſtand- Proceſs iſſued Reaſon why Inſuper Ac- 
ing inſuper up- againit,and ex- Proceſs is not compts 


on the Ac- ; ecuted upon | executed, brought in 
compts of theſ ſuch Accompt- ſince the laſt 
Army, Cc. for] ants. Certificate, 
which no Ac- | 
compt has been | 
rendered. | 

1742, b 2 After 
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An, 1c; Geo. II. Fter my hearty Commendations, having conſidered the 
1742. Repreſentation, of which the within written is a true Co- 
>> py, and approving thereof; theſe are to authorize and direct you 
His LorolÞ's to take Care, that all Matters and Things therein and there. 
33 "= e by preſcribed, for the Sollicitor of the Treaſury to do, be 
Treaſny, upon Carefully and duly done and performed by you; and that 
that Occaſion. your Proceedings thereupon be, from Time to Time, repre- 
ſented in the Manner, and according to the Method there- 


by propoſed ; and for fo doing this ſhall be your Warrant. 


Ihitehal!, Treaſury Chambers, 
10th Auguſt, 1711. OXFORD. 


To my very loving Friend William Borret, 
£fquire, Sollicitor for the Aﬀairs of the 


Treaſury. 
Cs or- Which Warrant was confirmed in his late Majeſty's Reign, 
I 35 * ' as follows, wiz. 
Treaty, Anno IWhitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 18 November 1717. 
1717. Preſent 


Lord Stan hope, Lord Torrington, 
Mr Fohn Wallop, Mr Baillie. 


Supers upon Accomptants, Renew the Order to the Solli- 
about Protecutions, citor of the 'I'reaſury to proſe- 
cute Supers upon Accomptants. 


It is ſubmitted, whether the Certificates from the Sollici- 
tors, ſhould not be every iſſuable Term, inſtead of every 
'Term. 


Books in the Office of the Auditors of the Imprelts. 


Ed. : < Deputy Auditors. © 


Ja. Thomas, 
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A Farther REPORT from the CommiTTre / 
SECRECY, appointed t9 inquire into the Condutt of 
ROBERT Earl f ORFORD, during the 
Iaſt Ten Mars of his being Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, and Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of his 
Majeſty's Exchequer. 


OUR Committee having, in their former Report, An. 16. Geo. II. 


Y laid before the Houſe the Obſtructions they met 


1742. 


with in the Courſe of their Inquiry, and finding that — — 


the Lords had refuſed to concur in the Means propoſed by 
this Houſe to remove them, by rejecting the Hill for indem- 
nifying ſuch Perſons as ſhall, upon Examination, make Dif- 
coveries touching the Diſpoſition of publick Money, or con- 
cerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or any Payments or Agree- 
ments in reſpect thereof, or concerning other Matters relating 
to the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, have not thought 
it adviſeable to enter upon any new Matter relating to the 
Tranſactions of the Earl of Orford. But as previous to the 
rejecting of the ſaid Bill by the other Houſe, they had ſeve- 
ral Matters before them of the higheſt Conſequence and 
Importance to the Succeſs of the War with Spar, and to 
the domeſtick OEconomy and good Order of the Kingdom, 
to the Payment of the Troops Abroad, to the Freedom of 
Elections at Home, and to the Quantity and Method of iſ- 
ſuing publick Money for the ſecret Services of the State, in 
all which the ſaid Earl appears to have had the principal, it 
not the ſole Direction; your Committee thought it their 
abſolute Duty to lay theſe Matters before the Houſe, and 
were preparing to do it with as much Clearneſs and Perſpi- 
cuity, as the many notorious Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
this Inquiry has labour'd under would permit. But in the 
Execution of this Deſign, they were again interrupted by a 
new and unforeſeen Obſtruction to one of the molt material 
Points in Queſtion, which therefore, together with the other 
Matters abovementioned, they find themſelves under a Ne- 
ceſſity of laying before the Houſe. 

As the vigorous and ſucceſsful Proſecution of the War in 
America ſeems to have been the great Object of the Inte- 
reſts and Inclination of the People of Great Britain; and as 
an Expedition to a Climate ſo diſtant and dangerous, mult 
unavoidably be attended with an immenſe Expence both of 
Men and Money to the Nation, your Committee therefore, 
conſidering how eſſentially it mult affect the Glory of his 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Majeſty's Arms, and the Juſtice due to this Nation, tha: 
1742. thoſe of their Countrymen, who chearfully undertook a Ser- 
vice, where the Enemy was the leaſt Danger they were en- 
poſed to, ſhould be juſtly and fully paid the great Sums raiſ- 
ed to ſupport them, have thought it their Duty to inquire 
into the Contract made for ſupplying his Majeſty's Forces 
going upon the Expedition with Lord Cathcart, and to ex- 
amine whether it had been eſtabliſhed on the moſt juſt and 
advantageous Foot, for Troops ſo peculiarly deſerving the 
Care and Attenticn of the Publick. And in proceedins 
therein, 2 
Account of the Your Committee find, that the Money, or rather the 
Contract for ſup- Currency of Jamaica, is of a leis Value than Sterling Mo- 
plying Money ney ; and, by the Examination of Merchants, it appears 
or paying the » %% 
Forces fre rs that for ſome Years before the Commencement of the War 
the WeR-Inties, With Spain, the Rate of Exchange between Jamaica and 
England was from 135 to 140, but generally at 140, very 
few Bills haviug been drawu under that Rate; that is, Per- 
ſons at Jamaica generally paid 140 J of the Currency of 
that Country, for a Bill which intitled them, or their 

Agents, to 100 J. Sterl. in England. 
Your Committee find, that on the gth of Faly 1740, the 
following Propoſal was made to the Treaſury for furniſhing 
Me. Burrel!l'; Money at Jamaica for the Expedition under Lord Cathcart, 
and Briſtow's by Peter Burrel and Tabu Briſtow, Eſqrs. Members of this 

Propoſal for that Houſe, 


Purpoſe, ; 
; 75% the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Maje- 
O' Treaſury,the Propoſal of Peter Burrel and John Briſtow, 


* That they are ready to furniſh at Jamaica his Majeſty's 
Forces going upon the intended Expedition with Lord 
© Cathcart, with any Sums of Money, and at the Times 
* which the Service ſhall require, at the Rate of 100 J. Sterl. 
* for every 120 J. paid at Jamaica in the Currency of that 
* Iſland ; that the Sum of 27,000 J. be paid to them be- 
fore the Departure of the '['roops, they furniſhing their 
« Bills at Sight on Jamaica for the Amount thereof, at the 
© abovementioned Rate of 100 J. Sterl. for 120 J. Jamaica 
© Currency. That the ſubſequent Payments be made upon 
their producing the Deputy-Pay maſter's Bills or Receipts, 
who thall be directed to give the ſame for the Sums they 


« ſhall receive from Time to Time. 
London, Fuly 9, PETER BURRELL. 
1740. JOHN BRISTOW. 


This Propoſal was the ſame Day agreed to by the Com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury, the Earl of Orford being then 


preſent at the Board, which appears the more extraordinary 
c 


* 
. 
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* 
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Relating to RobRERT Earl of OR TOD. 15 


to vour Committee, becauſe the Commiſſioners of the Trea- An, 16. Geo. IT, 


firy (had they thought fit to inquire) mult have found, that 


1742. 


{or ſeveral Months preceding the Date of this Propoſal, all L 


the Bills drawn from Jamaica for the Service of his Alajeſty's 
Navy and Ordnance, were drawn at the Rate of 140 J. for 
ico J. Sterl. as appears by the Appendix (No. 1.) | 

Your Committee alſo obſerve, that at the Timo of the 
Delivery of this Propoſal, it could be no Secret to Mr PZ 
ei and Mr Brifow that the Exchange from Jamaica was 
140 J. for your Committee find in the Minutes of a Court 
of Directars of the South-S:a Company, when Mr Burr 
Sub Governor, and Mr Briftloxw Deputy-Gouvernor, were 
preſent, the following Order : 


Friday, March 16, 1738-9. 
© Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Cor- 
© reſpondence to conſider, and report their Opinion concern- 
* ing the Exchange from Jamaica, which is now at 140 /. 
for 100 J. Sterl. and yet the Company are not credited 
* for the Dollars, Piſtoles, and Bar-Gold, more than uhen 
the Exchange was at 135 per Cent.“ 


The Circumſtances which preceded and occaſioned this 
extraordinary Tranſaction, as far as your Committee have 
been able to trace them, are of a very ſingular Nature ; 


, 


for it appears by the Examination of Captain Alerand'y Framinition of 


Wilſon, who was Agent to Lord Cathcart, when he was 
preparing for the Expedition to the J/e/-1ndics, which is 
annexed in the Appendix, (No. 2.) That in May or June 
preceding this Contract, the Paymaſter- General communi— 
cated to Lord Cathcart a Method of paying the FTrocns, 
which his Lordſhip approved of this was by ſending a Sun 
of Money by the Deputy-Paymaſter, who was to attend 
the Expedition, and impowering him to draw why Bills 
ſou!d be neceſſary, and directing the Troops to be paid at 
Jamaica, at ſuch a Rate of Exchange, as ſhould appcar to 
Lord Cathcart and the ſuperior Officers to be moſt advanta- 
geous to the Troops ; and it being intimated ſome Time af- 
ter to Lord Cathcart. that a Contract for paying the T:00;'s, 
at 120 J. Jamaica Money, for 100 J. Sterl. was then de— 
pending before the Treaſury, he immediately procured a 
Meeting with Mr Hanbury William, Paymaſter of the Ma- 
rines, Mr Burrel and Mr Briflow, with a View, if poſiible, 
to get the Fr ops paid in a more advantageous Manner, for 
he did not apprehend the Contract was at that Time paſled. 
At this Meeting he mentioned the Inconveniercies Mich 
might ariſe from the paying the Men at a Rate fo mucn 
lower than the known Exchange, and the Danger there was 
from what he had obſerved Abroad, of its producing Di{- 
contents 


Et. Wilſon 
relating theretos 


— — — — — — — 
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r . 


An. 16. Ceo, II. 
1742. 


And of MecſT. 
Burrell and Bri- 
tow, 


Alſo of Charles 
Hanbury Willi - 
ams, Elq; 


And of James 
Knight, Eſq; 
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contents and Mutiny ; and after ſeveral Arguments raiſed gn 
both Sides, their Meeting ended on Mr Burrel!'s or Mr Brig 
toau's declaring, that they had made an Agreement with the 
Treaſury already, on the Terms of 120 /. Jamaica Money 
for 100 J. Sterl, and that they could not do it for leſs Profit. 

From the Examinations of Mr Burre// and Mr Brifexy, 
(which are annexed in the Appendix (No. 3.) it appears, that 
they applied for this Contract to the Earl of Orford, and 
to no other Perſon ; for when it was publickly known that 
the Troops were going to Famaica, Mr Burrell acquainted 
the ſaid Earl, that he had Correſpondence in Jamaica, on 
the Sourh-Sea Company's Account, who were Men of great 
Credit, and had the greateſt Command of Money of any 
in the Place, and he thought, if Money was wanted there, 
he could ſupply the Government as well as any Body ; and 
that afterwards, conſidering the great Importance of the 
Affair, he thought it too much Hazard for himſelf alone, 
and mentioned it to Mr Briffow, and they together ſettled 


the Terms of their Propoſal ; and about the Month of 


Fane, 1740, the Parliament being then prorogued, they 
waitcd on the Earl of Oed, and propoſed to him the ſame 
Terms, which were afterwards agreed to by the Treaſury ; 
the ſaid Earl aſked them if theſe were the lowelt Terms, and 
hoped they would not aſk more than was reaſonable, or what 
any Body elſe ſhould complain of; that he would not take 
it on himſelf, but deſired them to make their Propoſals to the 
Treaſury, which ſeems to your Committee to have been en- 
tirely Matter of Form; for it appears that when this Propo- 
ſal was accordingly delivered to the "Treaſury, the Gentle- 
men cannot recolle& to whom it was delivered, nor when, 
nor by whom they were informed of its being accepted ; nay 


one of the Gentlemen even does not remember, whether they 


themſelves went with the Propoſal when it was preſented. 


And your Committee having alſo examined Charles Hau. 
bury Williams, Eſq; a Member of this Houſe, touching the 


Converſation that paſſed between Mr Burrell, Mr Briſtozv, 
and Lord Cathcart, at Mr Williams's Office, have alſo ad- 


ded his Examination to the others in the Appendix (No. 3) 


to which they beg Leave to refer. | 
Your Committee cannot find that any Notice or Intimation 


was given to any Perſon, except what paſſed between the 
Earl of Orford and the Contractors, as is before mentioned, 


of the Intention of the Treaſury to make this Contract; 
for it appears by the Examination of James Knight, Eſq; 
which is annexed in the Appendix (No. 4.) that when he 


heard the Troops were going to Jamaica, and was told the © 


Treaſury would contract with private Perſons for paying 


them, he did himſelf intend to make an Offer of Rr | 
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| he Money, but in very few Days aſter, he heard the Trea- An. 16. Geo, II. 
. ury had agreed with Mr Burrell and Mr Briſtoxv, at the 1742. 
2 Rate of 120 J and he did not believe the Treaſury ever 
f gave any Notice of their Intentions to make any ſuch Con- 
tract. That what he expected was not a formal publick 
Notice, but that it ſhould have been communicated to Mer- 
chants, as he has heard has been practiſed in Queen Arcs 
Wars, and had this been done, he believes ſeveral beides 
himſelf would have propoſed, and that he himſelf would 
have furniſhed the Money at 130 J per Cent. for 100 /. 
Sterl. and ſhould have thcught it a good Bargain, pro- 
vided he could have had the ſame Money advanced to 
him which he has heard was advanced to Mr Barrel and 
| Mr Briſtow ; that after the firſt Dithculty, which would be 
on the Arrival of the 'Troops, was over, he did not doubt 
but he could have contrafted with the People of the Iſland 
do furniſh the Money at the Rate of 1374, and if the whole 
W½V;MMoney was advanced to him here betorehand, and he was 
only to ſend it over and furniſh it at Jamaica at the Rate of 
130 J. per Cent. he thinks he ſhould make 12, or 15 per 
Cent. fer Annum of the Sums he turniſhed, by returning the 


1 i 

lame Money twice a Year. 

59 This led your Committee into a Computation of the Pro- 
> fits which might have been made on this Contract, which 


they conceive to ſtand thus : 

If the Value of 100 J. Szerl. be ſent to Jamaica in Moi- The Commit - 
dores, it appears they will produce 143 J. 10 5s. Jamaica tec's Oblervati- 
Currency; but by this Contract, only 120 J. Famaica ons = on _ 
Currency was to be paid at Jamaica for every 100 J. Sterl. OMG ON 
received here: Jo this 120 J. Jamaica Currency, all the ne- the pullick by 

$ ceſlary Charges mutt be added, which your Committee con- the above Con- 
3 ceive to be 1 /. fer Cent. Commillion, 2}, per Cent. Inſu- track. 
FF rance, 1 J fer Cent. Freight, aud per Cent. for the Charges 
of Shipping; in all, 4 J. 15 s. per Cent. which on 120 /. 
Jamaica Currency, is 5 J. 14. 5. of the ſame Currency, in all 
125 J. 145. Jamaica Currency. So that the Profit to be made 
on lending Moidores, was the Difference between 125 J. 14 5. 
and 1437. 10s. which is 17 J. 16 s. Jamaica Currency, or 
278714. Sterl. out of every 100 Ster. which is 144359. 
2 d. 4. per Cent. Sterl. And your Committee obſerve, that 
if half of the Sum ſent had been in Six and Thirty-Shilling 
. Pieces, and only half in Moidores, 100 J. Stcrl. fo ſent 
' FF would have produced 141 J. Famaica Currency, which is only 
& 2/7. 105. Jamaica Currency leis than Moidores alone would 
I have produced. 0 
And your Committee cannot help obſerving, that if the 
Treaſury had thought fit to fend in Moidorcs to Jamaica, 
on the Account of the Publick, the fame Sums 61 Money 
1742 * which 
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An. 16. Geo. II. which they actually advanced to the Contractors, then every 


1742. 


100 J. Sterl. ſo ſent would have produced 143 J. 105. 
Jamaica Currency, except what may be allowed for Inſu- 


Trance, which your Committee is informed amounts to about 


2 1 per Cent. on Money ſent by Ships of War. Nor could 
frequent Opportunities have been wanting of ſending, on 
Board his Majeſty's Ships, ſuch farther Supplies of Money as 
might at any Time have been neceftary for that Service, 
But if it had been thought more advileable to have fupplicd 
Part of this Expence by Draughts from thence, there can 
be no Doubt but that the Deputy-Paym.ſter being fürn 
ed with a proper Proportion of Specie from hence, would 
have been able to keep up the Exchange at 140 /. and in that 
Caſe no Charge would have attended that Part ſo ſupplied. 

It further appears, that in the Courte of this Aﬀair, and 
before the Departure of Lord Cathcart, ſtill greater Indul 
gences were granted to the Contractors; for by their lil! 
Propoſal the Sum of 27,000 /. only was to be advanced them 
by the Treaſury before the Departure of the Troops, but 
the ſubſequent Payments were rot to be made to them til] 
they produced the Deputy-Paymilter's Bills or Receipt: : 
And yet on the zoth of September following, which was be 
fore the Departure of the *i'roops, 12,9200 J. was further ad- 
vanc'd to them by the Paymalter-Genera!, for their Bill of 
that Date; and on the 1ſt of OZzber 9500 J. more was ad- 
vanced to them by the Paymaſter of the Marines, for the,. 
Bill of the zoth of September; and on tlie 23d of Decer:- 
ber a Sum of 12000 J. was advanced by the Pay maſter-Ge. 
neral, for their Bill of that Day's Date; and on the ch 
oO: 7 anuary, a farther Sum of goco J. was advanced by 
the Paymaſter of the Marines for their Zu of the zift ot 
December. All in Conſequence of Minutes of the Treaſury, 
as in the Appendix, No. 5. 

Here your Committee cannot help obſerving that the pay- 
ing theſe Sums amounting to 42,502 J over and above the 
27,000 J. originally advanced before there had been any Diſ- 
burſements on the Part of the Contractors, altered the Na- 
ture of the Contract, and render'd it much more beneficial 
than as it was originally propoſed by the Contractors them- 
ſelves. 

Mr Burre! ſaid, he did offer the Half of his Share to his 
Brother, and a Gentleman engaged in Buſineſs with them, 
but they thought it too great a Riſque for them to run: He 
likewiſe mentioned it to another Gentleman (whom he did 
not name) who would not accept of it, that theſe Refuſal; 
were very early before any Thing was done in it, more than 
paſſing the Contract, And that he mentioned them, to ſhew 
that he thought ke had no great Bargain of it. And from 


* 
MN 
4 


: 
I 94 1 Fe WAIIEA. 898 8 


= SM 
x", SIS. 


777 SE woacgces outoo 


5 * — Ss m—_ yq- 2 


R 2 wt g Fae n 8 F oe Shs 9 
* -= — 4 » * 0g" 4 _— * 4 5 P - X 


— T's c 


©, 


hi 


Relating ts RoBERT Earl of ORForn. 19 


the Examination of Mr Burrel and Mr Briftozv, it farther An. 16. Geo. r. 


appears, that ſome Time after the making of the Contract, 
they offered Mr Monſon, a Member of this Hquſe, one 
fourth Part of it, as far as it related to the Payment of the 
Troops in the Office where he is Deputy, which he accept- 
ed of, and has ſhared accordingly the Profits of this Con- 
tract from the Beginning; and ſome Time after the Earl of 
Orford mentioned to Mr Barrel, that Mr Hanbury Milli- 
ams had defired him to ſpeak to him, Mr Barrel, that one 
of Mr Williams's Friends might have a Share in the Re- 
mittances, but he added, You are to do jult as you pleaſe, 
I don't aſk you to let any Body in, for the Contract is yours; 
and ſoon afterwards Mr Hanbury Williams ſpolce to the Con- 
tractors, and told them, that he had a Relation, one Mr Han- 
bury, a Hel- India Merchant, to whom he had Obligations; 
and as he had Money and Effects at Jamaica, he deſired 
he might be concerned one fourth Part with them for the 
future, which he has accordingly been, in what relates to 
the Payment of the Marines in Mr Hanbury Williams's 
Office. 

And it appears to your Committee, that neither the one 
nor the other of thoſe Gentlemen advanced any Money, or 
were concerned in the Management, but were to be Shar- 
ers of the Profit or Loſs only. 

And it farther appears to your Committee, that on the 
Arrival of the Troops at Jamaica, and the tendering the 
Money to them at 120 /. Famaica Currency, great Dit- 
contents were expreſſed by the Officers, and ſome actually 
refuſed to receive it, and with Time the Diſcontent increa- 
ſed, and nothing was talk'd of ſo much among the Officers 
of the Army, as the Hardſhip of being paid at 120 /. when 
the Exchange was at 140 /. every one of them became a 
Calculator, and complain'd he loſt 1G J. 6 s. on every 100 J. 
he being paid his 120/. Zamaica Money, with 62 Moidores, 
which is no more than 83 J. 14 s. Sterl. all which appears 
by the Letters of Colebroke and General Wentworth, an- 
nexed in the Appendix, No. 6. ſo truly were the Fears of 
Lord Cathcart verify'd. 

And this Uneaſineſs among the Troops was greatly in- 
creaſed by the peremptory Refuſal of the Agents of Mr Bar. 


vel and Mr Briſtow, to furniſh the Deputy- Paymalter at 


Jamaica with any Money upan their Credit, ariſing, as Mr 
Colebroke ſays in his Letter of the 2oth of February, 1740, 


Mark'd (B) in the Appendix, (No. 6.) from their Views of 
= appropriating the Profit to themſelves, and being dazzled 
= with the Proſpect of getting 15 or 20 fer Cent. inſtead of 
| 2 per Cent. their Commiſhon. Upon this the Deputy-Pay- 


= malter tcok up Money from cther Perſons, and gave 


1742 4 2 them 


1742, 
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them Bills on the Paymaſter- General; and tho' there were, 
as appears by the Extracts of Letters of the Deputy-Pay- 
maſter, of the 2zoth of February, and the 23d of March, 
1740-1, which are mark'd (B and D) in the Appendix, 
(No. 6.) Combinations to diſtreſs him, yet the firſt Bills he 
thus drew were at the Rate of 130 7. and he, by Degrees, 
raiſed the Exchange, ſo that at laſt he drew at 140 /. 
whilſt the Troops ſtill continued to be paid at 120 J. 

And it further appears to your Committee, that on the 
5th of June, 1741, there is entered in the Treaſuty-Books 
the following Minute : 


Mr Bri/tow, one of the Remitters for the Ve- Indies, | 
* 1s called in, and acquaints my Lords, that he and Mr | 


* Burrel have diſcharged ſuch of their Factors and Agent; 


* at Jamaica, as misbehaved themſelves in their Conduct 


* about ſupplying the Money for the publick Service there ; 


and that as General Wentworth has applied for the Troops | 
to be paid at the Rate of 125 per Cent. he will take | 


Care that the Remittance ſhall be made accordingly.” 


And on the 1oth of July following, the Commiſſtoners | 
of the Treaſury agree and order, That Meſſrs, Bur: e/l and 


* Briſtow pay the Troops in America at the Rate of 125 J. 


* Famaica Currency for 100 J. Sterl. from the 24th of 


* April preceding. 


Now your Committee obſerve, on this new Contract, firſt + 
propoſed on che 5th of June, 1741, and finally regulated on 
the 1oth of July following, that Mr Co/cbr2oke, the Deputy- | 


Paymaſter at Jamaica, did on the 24th of Feb. preceding, 
being 19 Weeks before the ſettling of the ſaid Contract, 
draw Bills on the Paymaſter-General to the Amount of 
1250 J. all at the Rate of 130 J. and did in his Letter of the 


23d of March before mentioned, acquaint the Paymaſter- 


General that he had happily overcome all Oppoſition, and 
could afſure him on good Grounds, that whatever Money 


might be neceſſary to be raiſed for the Service, would be found 


at Jamaica, for Bills on the Paymafter-General for 130 “ 
and upwards, and this laſt Letter is dated above ten Weeks 
before the Propoſal of Mr Burre/ and Mr Briſtow, to amend 


their Contract, and above fifteen Weeks before the final Ac- _ 


ceptation of that Propoſal by the Treaſury ; and it is worthy 
of Obſervation that in the Months of January, February, 
March, April and May, preceding the Fuly in which this 
ſecond Contract at i25 J. was eltabliſhed by the Treaſury, 
there were drawn from Jamaica, no leſs than 39 Bills for 
the Service of his Majeſiy's Navy, moſt of them at the Rate 
of 135 J and the Remainder at the Rate of 140 /. 


And it appears to your Committee, that ſeveral Bills a- 


mQunting to the Sum of 11392 J. 17 5. were drawn on the 
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of F:b. 1740, and the it of Avgyft, 1741, Part of which 


bruary, preceding the new Contract; chat theie Bills were 
paid by Mr Burrel and Mr Briji2w, and that Money was 
iſſued to them for that Purpoſe by the Paymaſter of the Ma 
rines. But, your Committee have not been able to diſcover 
at what Rate of Exchange they were drawn, nor does it ap- 
pear whether Mr Gurrc//and Mr Briffow have been allowed 
to take the Profit ariſing from the Difference between 1201. 
the Rate of the Contract, and the Rate of Exchange the 
Bills were drawn at. 

And it further appears to your Committee, that the Bills 
drawn by the Deputy-Paymaiter from Jamaica, on the 
Paymalter-General, when the Agents of Mr Purrc! aud Mr 


1. 
238 


; % 
* 2 Oy Firs 
1 8 by OT. 
1 - 


Soo diet ab es oo a fc oC GOA iced” Lo Aer a recs 


292151. 55s. 3 4. and which were drawn in the Months of 
February and March, 1740, and in April. May, Fane, July 
and Avouſt, 1741, at 1301. 1357. 137 J. and at laſt at 
140 J. were ſent for Payment to Mr Burrell and Mr Priſdaau, 


to diſcharge the ſaid Bills; altho' it does not appear to your 
Committee what Pretence of Right the Contractors could 
have to the Profit ariſing from any of theſe Bills, after the 
Forfeiture of their Bargam by the Refulal of their Agents to 
furniſh the Deputy-Paymaiters at Jamatca. 

But tho' theſe Bills were thus paid by Meſſ. Burrell and 
Briſtow, yet your Committee find that on the 15th of D-- 
cember laſt, the Paymaſter-Gencral made a Repreſentation 
of this Matter to the "T'reafury, as in the Appendix (No. 79) 
praying a Direction of the Commitſhoners whether the Profit 
or Difference ariſing by the Exchange on the {1d Bills ſhould 
be accounted for, and paid to the Agents of the fad Con. 
© tracers, or reſerved in the Hands of his Deputy for the Ute 
and Benefit of the Public: And your Committee find the fol 
lowing Minute in the Books of the Treafury : 

Whitehall, Treafury-Chamber, 29th Dec. 1741. 
Read alſo to my Lords a Memorial from the ſame Pay- 
maſter, dated the 15th Inſt. relating to the Remittance of 
Fay for the Troops in America, with reſpect to the Ja- 
naica Currency, and ordered a Copy thereof to be ſent 
to the Remitters for their Anſwer therets ? 

# To which the Remitters gave in their Anſwer, anncxed in 
the Appendix (No. 8.) in which it is remarkable, that in 
© itating the ſeveral Charges upon ſending over Specie to Fas 
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aica, they make one Charge in the following Words; 


Wo ; + 2 * 2 a . « . 
x! aree per Cent. Commiſſion we pay in Jamaica: Whereas 


Cent. 


Briſtow refuſed to ſupply him, amounting to the Sum of 


and alſo that Money was iſtu d from the Pay-Oſtice to then, 


Paymalter of the Marines by his Deputy, between the 18th An.16. Geo, II. 


1742. 


Bills amounting to 5000 J. were drawn in the Month of Fe. — — 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Cent. only to their Agent, Mr Colebrocke, for the Morey 


1742. {ent out with Lord Cathcart. 


This Anſwer was received on the 5th of Fes. laſt, aud | 


Nothing appears to have been done upon it while the Earl gf 
Orford continued in the "Treaſury. 

Your Committee have been obliged to dwell the longer 
upon this Contract, becauſe the whole Behaviour of the Fat! 
of Orford, who had the ſole Direction of it, ſeems ſo extra. 


ordinary, that they fear this Part of their Report woull | 


want Credit, if they had not deſcended into the moſt minute 
Particulars of it. 

Here they find a Contract entered into upon the good 
Faith of the Propoſers only, with an Ignorance of the Value 
of the Exchange, whether real or affected does not appear to 
your Committee; and that Defect ſo far from being endea. 
voured to be ſupplied, by admitting Propoſals or Information 
from any other Merchants, that it ſeemed a determined Point 
to ſhut it out, even when it ſeemed to obtrude itſelf, upon 
him, from the very Offices ſubject to his Inſpection. 

But as if this Injury to the Troops and Injuſtice to the Na. 
tion, had been too litcle, he rendered this Contract more ad- 
vantageous to the Contractors than their molt ſanguine Ex 
pectation originally ſuggeſted to them. 

For tho' by the Terms of the Contract the Public was to 


advance 27000 J. only, in Money, yet we find the further 
Sum of 420. advanced to them before the Arrival of the | 


Troops in America. 


And your Committee obſerve, that the Shares of the Pro- | 


fits of this Contract were dealt out to the Deputy of the Pay- 
Office, and to a Friend of the Paymaſter of the Marines, at 
the Requeſt of the ſaid Pay maſter, without any Advance of 


Money or Trouble on their Part, and it is very remarkable 


that theſe Shares were confined to the Sums iſſued from the 
reſpettive Offices. 

And here your Committee muit obſerve, from the whole 
Courſe of this Proceeding, that neither the Intereſt of the 


Soldier, or the Public, ſeemed to have been the Object of the 


Earl of Orford's Attention. 

The Cries of the injured Soldiers, who had loſt one Day's 
Pay in ſeven, where Proviſions of all Kinds bear an exceſlive 
Price, made fo little Impreſſion, that the only Relief they ob. 
tained was an Advance of their Pay upon the Contract from 
1207. to 125 J tho' there had been drawn upon the Navy- 
Office, during the fix Months preceding, ſeveral Bills, none at 
leis than 1354. and ſome at 140 J. and tho the Deputy to 
the Paymaiter-General likewiſe, 19 Weeks before, had 
drawn upon the Office at 130 J. and 15 Weeks before had 


written to the Paymaller-General, that he might depend 
upon 


* 
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© Bu upon being farniſhed with whatever Sums ſhould be wanted Au. 16. Geo. II. 


IE at 130 l and upwards, nor could there be any Reaſon to A 
„ ſtar a Diſappointment, in relying upon thoſe Aſſurances of 
1 the Deputy-Paymaſter, becauſe to his Care wholly it was ow- 
£ ing, that they were not diſappointed upon the Refuſal of the 
Contractors Agents to furniſh him with Money. 
al FS your Committee cannot but obſerve that the Treaſury, 
+ FT in eſtabliſhing this new Contract, where the Contractors pro- | 
ud } , poſed the Advance from 120 J. to 125 J. to commence from 


e the zth of June, 1741. order it with a Retroſpect, and to | 
commence from the 24th of April preceding, and are great- | 
od | ly at a Loſs to find if the firſt Contract was upon jutt and | 

equal Terms, why the Contractors ſubmitted to any Advance 

iat all; and if it was not upon equal Terms, why the Trea- 

ſury did not extend their Retroſpect, and order it to be recti- 

Zfed from the Commencement. 

And ſo little was the Public to avail itſelf of this Injuſtice 

to the Soldier, that when the Contractors could furniſh no 

Money at all, from their Agents refuſing to anſwer their Cre- | 
\ it, and conſequently the Contract was diſſolved, and the Ar- 

my muſt have ſtarved, if the Deputy-Paymalter, who is the 

-* © Officer of the Public, had not procured Money by Draughts | 
* Þpon the Pay-Office, at 130, 135, up to 140 Jamaica Cur- | 


wy Fency, for 100 J. Sterling; yet thoſe very Bills were ſuffered 
er * Ro be paid by the Contractors, and public Money iflued to 
the | hem to pay the ſame, but by whoſe Orders does not appear 
0 your Committee; as if the Profits ariſing from the advan- vi 


ed Prices of thoſe Bills, drawn by a public Officer upon the | 
/ Public, had belonged to the Contractors. | 


tr And your Committee obſerve, that when on the 15th of 1 | 
of December laſt, the Paymaſter prayed Directions from the WIT 
bie Treaſury, whether the Profits on thoſe Bills ſhould be paid 
the the Contractors, or reſerved for the Benefit of the Public, 

Even that could not be obtained, while the Earl of Orford 
2 Femained in the Treaſury. . 
the | 


Fart which the Earl of Orford appears to hive had in ſeveral tce's Remarks 


ys 2Trinſaftions which nearly concern the Freedom of Elections, the Earl of 1 


Four Committee now proceed to lay before you, the great The Commit- 
| 
| 

»Orford's Fran- | 


mw Wd the Independency of Parliament, and they have the great- gull ue, 1 
ob. n Reaſon to believe, that had the Perſons employed in theſe to — — , 
on fark TranſaQtions been properly indemnified, many Diſco- | 
) Pries would have been made of the utmoſt Importance. | | 
en Your Committee having in their former Report laid be- 17 
to ihre you the Share which Mr Paxton and Mr Lawton had | 
had carrying on Proſecutions relating to the Borough of Orford, | 
ha 54 particularly that Lawwton had declared, that he did not yl 
end tend to ſay he ſhould not be re-imburſed his Expences on 1 
"Ss that it 
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An. 16. Geo, 11, that Head, think fit now to acquaint you, that Mr Aora ban 
1742. Farley being examined, ſaid, that about January, 1736, Alt 
Lawton told him there was an Order made out at the ILiea. 
NN of fury, in his (Far/ey's) Name, for 1200 J. and bid him gg 
"24 Oy 4 7 = and receive it, which he did, and paid it over immediateſy 
rough of Orford ; to the laid Lawton. 
1 And Mr Richard Bands, upon his Examination, ſaid, that 
Ad of 
a Jan Lawton, Eſq; of the Exchequer, appeared to be his 
Client in the Proſecutions relating to Orford, tho' he did not 
know what Relation Mr Lawton had to the Borough of 
Orford, but believed, that what Mr Lawton did was to obl.ve 
Sir Robert Ii u, to whom he apprehended Lawton w 
under Obligations; that the whole Bill of near 3000 J. which 
the Proſccutions amounted. to, was never ſatisfied; that Mr 
Lawton, Paxtin, and he (Banks) met about it, and after x 
good deal of Time allowed to examine the Bill, they on the 
15th of December, 1730, came to a {tated Account, When 
there was a Balance of 1200 and odd Pounds in his (Han 
Favour, which Mr Lasten agreed he would pay in a lor: 
nicht's Time, and he did ſoon after pay 500 J. to Paxi::, 
who paid Banks 100 J. thereof, and promiſed ſoon to pi 
more, the remaining 700 and odd Pounds have not been yet 
Paid ; that he (Banks) did about two Years ago file a ci 
againſt Paxton in Chancery, to bring him to an Account; 
that in this Bill Mr Lawton was made a Defendant, and that 
Lawton in his Anſwer did ſwear, that he detaincd the 700 
1n his Hands, to reimburſe himſelf what was due to him 
from Paxton, and to ſecure the 200 J. ſtill unpaid to \;: 
1£7aſlerman for his Bill. 


Alſo of Mr Leonard Martin, an Attorney, and Partner with I! 


Mr Martin, Father-in-Law, Mr Paxton, being examined, faid tlio: 
has been concerned in ſeveral Suits about the Borough c: 
(.o/chrjter, and that he had his chief Directions therein 1:01 
Ivir Donal, an Attorney at Co/che/ter, tho“ Myr Lawton font 
times interiered, and that ſoon alter Lawton's Death, hc te- 
ceived a Letter from Daniel, as annexed in the Appen!!, 
(No. 9.) that he received 133 J. for Fines, to which the 
P'roſecùtors were entitled, that he believed he adviſed wit 
Lawton about framing a Petition to the Treaſury for the 
King's remaining two Thirds of the Fine, that Lagoon (who 
ſeemed very deſirous of Succeſs in the Affair of that Corpo 
ration) approved of it, and he believed Lasten might ſay le 


would ſpeak about it, that he (Martin) thereon drew tte 


Draught of a Petition, and {ent it to Daniel to get ſigues, 
and on its Return he procured a Warrant from the Treat“ if 
directing Paxton to pay him 280 4. that the Warrant ws 
dated the 107 of July, 1741, and that he received the Nis 
ney on the 26th of Fanuary laſt, and did imagine ee Pro- 
ecutior 
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ſecutions were with a View of influencing the Election, and An. 16. Geo, II. 


to turn the Borough, and to get out the Mayor, and get the 
Returning Officer. 

By all this it appears that the Management of this Affair 
was lodged in the Hands of Paxton's Partner and Son-in-Law, 
and the Expences attending it were in Part paid by the ſaid 
Paxton in Conſequence of a Warrant of the Treaſury. But 
tho' your Committee here met with a freſh Inſtance of the 
Sollicitor of the Treaſury intermedling in Matters relating 
to Elections, yet they did not think fit to examine him again, 
having little Reaſon to expect he would make any Diſcoveries 
after the other Houſe had rejected the Bill by which he would 
have been indemnified. And your Committee cannot deter- 
mine what could induce the Earl of Orford to continue 
Paxton in his Office upwards of 11 Years, and to ſuffer him 
to defer accounting for any Part of the large Sums, which 
were from Time to Time iſſued to him till the 92h of Febru- 
ary laſt, and then to account for two Years only in ſo pre- 
cipitate a Manner, but mult ſubmit to the Judgment of this 


Houſe, whether that Indulgence was owing to a criminal Ne- 


glect, or to a more criminal Confederacy. 
Your Committee now proceed to lay before you a Tranſ- 
action relating to the Borough of Weymouth. 


Mr Richard Fordan being examin'd, ſaid, That he was Examination of 


73 Mr ſordan, telat- 
Mayor of Weymouth and Melcomb Regis in the Year 1740. ing Jo Chg 


rough of Wey- 
: a , mouth and Mel» 
to him (Jordan) and deſired his Vote and Intereſt for himſelf comb Regis. 


That on the 16% Day of June, in that Year, Mr Pear/e and 
Mr Olmius came down to Weymouth ; that Mr Pearſe applied 


and Mr Olmius, and two others in petto, whom he did not 
name ; and told him at the ſame 'Time, that there would 
be a Letter produced, obliging him and all the Officers in the 


Service to vote for Mr Pearſe and his F riends. That then 


Mr Pearſe deſired him to go with him in private: That 
when they were alone Mr Pearſe {aid he was deſirous to have 
the Corporation filled up, and that a Hall ſhould be called 
for that Purpoſe. And he further requeſted, that he (Jordan) 
would meet him (Mr Olmius) and ſome other Friends; but 
Mr Jordan refaſed to meet Mr O/mius ; and then Mr Pear/e 
left him. That on the 18th of June Mr Pear/e came to his 
Houſe about Noon, and told him, that if he wonld come 
into the Meaſures of him (Pear/e) and his Friends, and fill 
up the Corporation, in order to have a Returning-Officer, or 
Words to that Effect, he had it in Commiſſion to ſay, That 
he (Jordan) ſhould have the Collection of the Port of Wey- 
mouth in a Month's Time, and a Letter from Sir Robert Mal- 


Pale, under his own Hand, to make good that Promiſe. Mr 


Pearſe then went from his Houſe, and return'd about Four 


of the Clock of the fame Day, and brought to him a Liſt 


1742. d of 


1742. 
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An, 16. Geo, II. of ſuch of the Revenue Officers as were to be diſplaced, He 


took this Liſt, which was wrote in Pearſe's own Hand, and 
read it over; and after My Pearſe was gone he wrote it down 
from his own Memory. And it appear'd to your Committee, 
by this and the ſubſequent Examinations, that ſeveral of the 
Perſons therein-named were difplaced accordingly. And Mr 
Jordan farther ſaid, That on the ſame Day, as he thinks, 
Mr Pearſe told him he did not doubt of prevailing on Mr 
Charles Taver and Mr John Carſecell, who were Aldermen, 
and others, that he ſhould wait upon them and convince them 
that they were going againſt their own Intereſts, the Intereſt 
of the Government, and their Duty to his Majeſty ; and again 
preſſed him (Jordan) to fill up fix of the Vacancies with 
Friends of his (Pear/e's) who are moſt of them ſince provided 
for. That he farther told Zordar, that if he was ſure of the 
Returning- Officer, Sir Robert Walpole would ſend down two 
other Candidates. That Mr Pear/e ſoon after went to Lon— 
gon, but return'd to Vermouth on the 30th of June, and ſent 
a Meſſage to him (Jordan) by Mr Richard Arbuthnot, de. 
ſiring to ſpeak with him at Captain T7:/zzard's ; but he (J. 
dan) told the Meſienger, That Mr Pearſe knew very well 
where he lived, and he ſhould not go to the Captain's Houſe. 
That the Meſſenger reply'd, Mr Pearſt had a Letter from 
Sir Robert Walpole to ſhew him. That when Mr Arbuthno! 
found that he would not go to Mr Pear/e at Captain Js. 
gard's, he told him he would go and fetch the Letter, and 
accordingly went and brought the Letter, which he (order) 
read, and took it to be addreſs'd to Mr Pear; the Purport 
of which was, that whatever Mr Pearje promiſed to him 
(Jordan) Sir Robert Walpole would make it good; and that 
Jordan's Brother-in-Law, Mr Frank/in, a Clergyman, ſhould 
have the firſt Living that fell, in the Gift of the Crown or tle 


Seals, worth his Acceptance. That with much Perſuaſion 


he did meet Mr Pear/e at Mr 77zzard's Summer-Houte : 


That Mr Pear/e there ſhewed him this Letter again, ard 3 


told him it was Sir Robert Walpsle's Letter, that it was 
ſigned R. H'alpele, and he apprehends it was all wrote in 
the ſame Hand with the Signing. That at this Meeting 
Mr Pear told him, You have four Aidermen now abſent, 
I would have you call a Hall and fill up the Corporation: 
That he reply'd, He thought Mr Pear/e had been lorg 
enough acquainted with him to think that he would not be 
prevail'd upon by baſe Means to betray his Friends. And be 
further ſaid, That on the 19th of Septamber, in the fare 
Year, being two Days before the Election for Mayor came 
on, a Letter was produced to him from the Commiſkoner: 
of the Cuſtoms, importing, that his Deputation as a Lord. 
walter was ſuperſeded, and Robert the Brother of Ric/ ar: 
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Arbuthnot, who firſt brought Sir Robert Walpole's Letter to An. 16. Geo, II. 
him, was to ſucceed him; and he ſaid he had been employed 1742. 

in the Cuſtom-Houſe ever ſince the Year 1712, and had been WW De 
Land-waiter in the Port of Weymouth from the 4th of May 

1729 to the Time of his Diſmiſſion. 

The Reverend Mr Frankl;n being examin'd, ſaid, That And of the Rev, 
on the 1ſt of July, 1740, Mr Pearſe being then at Wey- Mr Franklyn, 
mouth, ſent for him to ſhew him, as he ſaid, how much he 
had his (Frankl;n's) Intereſt at Heart; but that he was ſor- 
ry to tell him he was afraid his Brother Jordan would ſpoil 
all his Endeavours to ſerve him, for that Mr Jordan had 
promiſed to come into his ( Pear/e's) Meaſures, but now at- 
tempted to evade his Promiſe ; but, however, M. Pearſe, 
to convince him what a Friend he intended to have been to 
him, ſhew'd him a Letter, which was ſign'd R. Walpole; 
the Purport of which was, * You have given me ſo good a 
Character of Mr Jordan, that whatever Preferment you 
* ſhall think reaſonable to offer him, ſhall be made good: 

* And as for his Brother-in-Law, Mr Franklyn, he ſhall have 

* the firlt Living that he will accept of which falls in the Gift 

of the Crown, or the Seals.“ That Mx Pearſe, at the ſame 

time, told him, that he expected his Brother Zordan would 

call a Hall and fill up the Corporation; which he ( Frank/;n) 

took to be to get a Returning Officer. And My Pear/e ſaid, 

ſince his Brother Zordarn had refuſed him, he had nothing to 

truſt to unleſs he ( Frank/zn) could influence him; that he 

told Mr Pearſe, he did not like the Affair and would not | 
meddle with it, and Mr» Pear/e then reply'd, if fair Means | 
would not do, foul muſt ; and he thought M. Pearje ex- | 
plain'd what he meant by foul Means, for he ſaid he mull 

have at their Charter: And he thinks their Charter has been 

ſince attack'd ; for three Months after Mr Pear/e attempted 

to ſet up a Mayor in a Manner contrary to the uſual Cuſtom 

of the Place, and Mx Pear/e's Friends have filed ſeveral 

Informations in the King's Bench againſt the Corporation. 

Thomas Pearſe, Eſq; being examined ſaid, that ſome time Alm of Thomas 
before the laſt general Election, Mr Tojcux of Weymouth was Pearſe, Li; 
ſent up to London by his ( Pearſe's) Friends, with a Scheme 
for the Removal and Promotion of ſeveral Officers of the Re- 
venue at the Port of Weymeuth, without which Alterations, 
tho' he ( Pearſe) himſelf might be choſe at the general E- 
lection, yet it was impracticable to carry all the four Mem- 
bers. Part of this Scheme was to remove William Clapeoti 
= Fila; from being Governor of Poland Caſtle, and My 
* ;hard Tucker from being Recciver of the Hawkers and 
Pedlars, and Surveyor of the King's Quarries in Portlazd; 
wich Jaſt with the Salary of 500 J per Antum, and 40 J. 
bor a Clerk, was to be divided between Mr Tizzard, the | 
1742. 6:4 ben | 


— — 
— 1 


— — — — ——— a =_ —e—¼ 
. — — — — —— ̃¶ ꝓ VUA — 


Pa — —— — 


— _ 


An, 16. Geo. II. 
1742+ 


And of Telin Ol. 
mus. Eſq; 
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then Collector, and Mx Bryor, which Alterations took Place; 
that Mr Olmius generally tranſacted with Sir Robert Walpole 
every thing about the Election; that he ( Pearſe) apprehen- 
ded that all the Removes that were to be made were with a 
View to influence the Election; and Mr Olmius and he went 
together to Sir Robert Waſpole to conſult on Meaſures for 
carrying on the Election, but he believes that the Scheme 
was not ſhewed Sir Robert Walpole but only talked over with 
him. He further ſaid, that when he was at Weymouth in 
the Summer 1740, he was told by Mr Jordan, the then 
Mayor, it he was made Collector in the Room of My Tizzard, 
that he would fill up the Corporation in order to choſe a re- 
turning Officer againſt the general Election; but that he 
(Jordan) would not think of doing any ſuch thing unleſs he 
ſaw a Letter of it under Sir Robert Walpsle's own Hand: 
That when he came to London he did acquaint Sir Robert 
with the Deſire of Mr Jordan, and he ( Pearſe) had a Let- 
ter from him, the Purport of which was, that whatever 
Friends Mr Pearſe ſhould recommend, he (Sir Robert Mal- 


pole) would endeavour to provide for: That he is well ac- 3 
quainted with Sir Robert Walpole's Hand, and believes the 
Letter to be of his Writing: That Mr Frankhn, a Clergy- 7 
man, Brother-in-Law to Mr Joraan, was particularly men- 


tioned in the Letter; Sir Robert Wa/pole faying he would 


uſe his Endeavour to get him any Living that ſhould become | 
vacant in the Gift of the Crown, or of the Lord Chancel- 3 


lor: That he (Pearſe) returned with this Letter to in- 


mouth, and did ſhew it to Mr Frankl;z, and he believes to | 4 


Mr Jordan, and he thinks it was in a Converſation he bad 
with Mr Jordan in Mr T:zzard's Summer. Houſe; but that 
Mr Jordan flew from the Propoſal, ſaying, Employments 


might be given one Day, and taken away the next; which © 5 


much ſurpriſed him, and in a Day or two he quitted the 


Borough and came to London: That he did not know but 3 
after the Election was over he might ſay to Mr Frant#ln, 7 
Have at your Charter: That he did not know what was 


become of Sir Robert Malpole's Letter, but he believed he 
has ſince burn'd it. That when he returned from Vemoutb, 


after Mr 7ordan's Refulal, he call'd on Sir Robert Walpole, © P 
and told him he had been diſappointed in his Scheme; that 
Sir Ralert encouraged him to proceed, and he was told by 


Mr Olmius, that Sir Robert Walpale had recommended to him 
(Olmius Mr Chalmondeley and Mr Plummer, to join with 
him (O/mirs) and that he (Pearſt) did join with them. 
John Olnius, Eſq; being examined, ſaid, that there was 2 
rough Scheme of Alteration in the Officers of the Revenue at 
Vo meuth, which was talk'd over at Mr Pearſe's, and was in- 
tenced to facilitate the Election at Weymouth: That the * 
who 
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who were mentioned to be advanced had all Intereſt in Jy. An. 16. Geo, II. 


month; that he and Mr Peay/e were with Sir Robert Walpole to 
defire that the Surveyor's Place might be given to Mr Ti 
and Mr Bryor, but he does not recollect if the whole Scheme 
was ſhew'd to Sir Robert Walpole or no; nor can he recollect Sir 
Robert Walpole's Anſwer about the Scheme; but Sir Robert 
Walpole was very flow in promoting Tizzard and Bryor : That 
Mr O/mizs had an old Servant whom ke wanted to provide 
for, and he told Mr Tizgard and Mr Bryor that as he had 
ſo much Trouble to get them the Place, he expected they 
ſhould give his Servant 50 /. per Annum, which they agreed 
to, but it has not yet been paid, for they have not as yet 
received their own Salaries : That Sir Robert Walpole ſaid 
one Day to this Examinant, that Colonel Cholmonaeley and 
Mr Plummer were very good Men, on which Mr Ohn:us ſaid, 


| he would give them all the Intereſt he could. 


Your Committee find that tho” theſe Endeavours of the 


> Earlof Orford to influence the Voters of Weymouth, and to 
> procure a proper returning Officer by thus placing and diſ- 
placing the Officers of the Revenue, did at that Time prove 
ineffectual; yet juſt before the Election came on, another 
2 Attempt was made of the ſame Nature, tho' with as little 
* Succeſs as before. 

* For Mr Ezekiel Pomeroy, Chief Clerk to the Clerk of the Mr Pomeroy's 
*= Cheque at Deptford, being examined, ſaid, That on or Examination 1. 
about Monday the 27th of April 1741, Eight or Ten Days "8 ue the fad 
> before the Weymouth Election came on, the Reverend Mr 


f L Morgan came to his Houle at Deptford, between Five and 


Six o' Clock in the Morning, and asked him if he was 
= willing to go on a particular Meſſage to Mr Tucker at II e 
mouth, which would be of ſingular Service to Mr Tucker as 
well as to him ( Pomeroy) ; that he anſwered, he was willing 

= to do any Thing which could be of any Service either to 
Mr Tucker or himſelf, but that he muſt have Leave to be ab- 
= ſent from Duty: Mr Morgan told him he was going to Town 


to wait on Sir Robert Walpole, and he would return as ſoon 


as poſſible ; and about Two o'Clock in the Afternoon of 

the ſame Day Morgan returned to him again, and told him 
he had got Leave for him, for Sir Robert Walpole had writ- 
© ten a Letter to Sir Facoh Achavorth for Leave, that Sir 
# Robert had inquired much of Morgan who Pomeroy was, 


and if he might be ſafely depended on; and that Mage 


© ſaid he had anſwered to Sir Robert IWalpole for his Fidelity ; 
| 3 between Three and Four o Clock in the Afternoon of 
| bo carried him to the Coton Tavern behind the Ex- 
cſarge, Where they met Mr Omis, and they three dined 
together; and after Dinner Mr Oluins told him (Pomeroy) 


the ſame Day, he ( Pomeroy) came to Town with Morgaz, 


chat 


Borough. 


1742. 
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An, 16. Geo, II. that he found by Mr Morgan he was willing to go on a Me. 


1742. 


ſage to Mr Tucker ; he (Pomeroy) then asked him, what the 


\— VN Mciige was, and Mr O/nius told him, if he would go 


down to Mr Tucker, and tell him that if he would but agree 
to take him, (Olmius) Mr Pearſe, and another Friend who 
was not mentioned, he (O/nius) was commiſtoned by Sir 
Robert Walpole, to aſſure him (Tucker) that every Friend 
of his that had been ditplaced, ſhould have their Places again, 
or any others that Mr 7ucker ſhould pleaſe to aſk ; and as for 
Mr Tucker himſelf, he ſhould have any Thing he would be plea- 
ſed to aſk, and that if he (7ycer) doubted of the Veracity of 
the, Meſſage, and either he or his Brother would come to Town, 
they ſhould be fully tatisty'd of the Truth of it; and that he 
(Pomero\) was not to communicate this Meſſage to any Perſons, 
but to the Tuckers, and his ( Poxeray's) Father, who had been 
Poſt-malter, but was then out; upon this he obſerved to Mr 
Olmius, that Mr Pearſe,who was his Patron, was then in Dor. 
fetjvire, that he would wonder to ſee him, and would alk 
him Queitions ; and he deſired to know if he might be a: 


Liberty to acquaint him, (Pearſe) with the Meſſage. On this 


Mr O/mius ſaid he would write to Mr Pear/e, and he did 
write a Letter to him, which he gave unſeal'd to him, (P. 
mercy) Who read it two or three "Times, and it was in Sub. 
{lance as follows. 


MrOlmiussLet- Sir, Mr Pomeroy comes on a ſpecial Meſſage from our 


ter on that Oc- © good Friend S. X. V. (which he, Pomeroy, ſaid he un- | 


Calion, 


* deritood to mean Sir Robert Walpole) which Meſſage he i: 


not to communicate to any Body, but thoſe to whom he; 


« ſent, therefore aſi: him no Queſtions; but be aſſured that 
Nothing ſhall be done or tranſacted but what ſhall be for 


« your Interelt, as well as for that of your humble Servant, ; 


FOHN OLMIUS. 


In Conſequence of this, he (Pomersz) ſet out Poſt the next 


Morning, which was on Tue/day, for Weymouth, and arrived 
there on Wedneſday at Nine in the Morning; that he waited 
on Mr Tucker, and found him and his Brother both together; 
he told them the Particulars of the Meſſage from Mr Olmius, 


and he was anſwered by Mr Tucker, that a Propoſal of that 
Kind was abſolutely too late, that his Word and Honour 


was engaged, and he would not go from it for any Conſidera- 


tion. He farther ſaid, that Mr Tucker aſked him if he bad 
brought any Letter from Sir Robert Walpole, to which he 
ſaid, No. He farther ſaid, that Mr Mos gan and Mr Olniu | 


had often told him, that if Mr Tucker and his Friends refuſed 
to agree with Mr O7/»7us, and join their Intereſt to his, it 
would be the total Ruin of Mr Txcker and his Brother, and 
he Overthrow of the Charter. 


1 
f 4 


# 
ww 


— . ̃⅛˙7ũꝙ f. Oe 


7 ² ü ˙Ü Ss 


the collecting and diſpoſing of it, againſt the People ; and by 


ged to be at, by making it neceſſary to the Preſervation of 


OConteſt is plain and viſible. It is, whether the Commons 


7 and 
& * MrPearſe and Mr Tucker wore Members for Weymouth in the laſt 
$ Parliament ; but upon the latter's accepting the Offi-e of Surveyor of 


: the King's Qarries in Porthnd, Mr Olmiu- wa: tected in his Room, 
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John Olmius Eſq; being again examined, and not recol- An. 16, Geo. II. 
letting ſeveral Things which had been mentioned by Mr Vo. 1742, 
meroy, Mr Pomeroy was calied in, and he repeated the fame 0 
Evidence which he had before given, and the Minutes taken Who is cxamin d 
by the Clerk of that Evidence were alſo read in the Preſence * 1<cond Tine, 
of Mr Olmias, who then recollecting himſelf confirmed the 
ſame: And further ſaid, that he did communicate to Sir 
Rubert Walpole his Intention to fend a Mcilage to Mr Tucker; 
that he told him he had got Mr Poco, who was a Relation 
of Mr Tucter's, to go down to ute his Intereſt with him; that 
Sir Robert ſaid, by all Means do. That he told Sir Robert 
Walpole that if Mr Tucker came to Town, in Conſequence 
thereof, his (Sir Robert's) Aſtiſtance would be neceſſary for 
the replacing of Mr 7ucker's Friends ; * that Sir Robert Mal- 
pole ſaid, it was a very good I hought, that he would do every 
Thing that lay in his Power to ferve him and his Friends; 
and that this was the Subſtance of what paſſed between them. 

The Reverend Mr ohn 1irga being examined, and not OE a 
readily recollecting ſome Circumſtances mentioned by Mr Po- t Revee M 
meroz, he was ordered to attend the Committee with Mr Pe- Morgan. 
meroy, who then repeating what he (Pomero)) formerly ſaid 
on his Examination, Mr Morgan did then agree, that the 
principal Part of what he (Pomero) aſſerted to have paſſed 
between them, was true; and further and particularly faid, 
that Sir Robert Walpele did write a Letter in his Pretence to 
one of the Commiſſioners of the Navy, for Leave for Pomeroy 
to be abſent, which Letter he (Morgan) carried to Sir Jacob 
Ackworth, | 

To ſuch notorious Attacks as theſe upon the Freedom of The Conn 
Hlections, your Committce apprehend, are owing the great, ted's Obſery ut - 
and poſhbly unwarrantable Expences that particular Perſons 9% on the At- 
may have been drove to engage in. Some Fxpences the Laws 3 VEE 
allow, by regulating the Manner of them ; and thoſe who Wb 
engage in illicit Expences, are ſubject to heavy penal Laws, above P: oed- 
but there are none particularly adapted to the Cafe of a Mi- ings. 
niſter who clandeſtinely employs the Money of the Public. 
and the whole Power and profitable Employments that attend 


this Profuſion and criminal Diſtribution of Offices, in ſome 
Meaſure juſtifies the Expence that particular Perſons are obli- 


0 all that is valuable to a Free Nation. For in that Cafe the 
4 ; gf : N : : : : 
80 ſhall retain the Third State in their own Horde, whilit this 
} whole Diſpute is carried on at the Experce ot the People; 
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An.16. Geo. II. but on the Side of the Miniſter, out of the Money granted 5 

1742. to ſupport and ſecure the Conſtitutional Independency of the 
Three Branches of the Legiſlature. 

This Method of Corruption is as ſure, and therefore your 

Committee apprehends as criminal a Way of ſubverting the 

Conſtitution, as by an armed Force. It is a Crime produc. 7 

tive of a total Deſtruction of the very Being of this Go- | 

vernment ; and is ſo high and unnatural, that nothing be: 

the Powers of Parliament reach it ; and as it can never meet 

with parliamentary Ani madverſions, but when it is unſucceſſ. 

ful, it muſt ſeek for its Security in the Extent and Efficacy 

of the Miſchief it produces; and therefore your Committee 

apprehend it is the more neceſſary for your Conſideration, 

for while it wants of Succeſs, it leaves an Opportunity to pre. 

ſerve and maintain your Independency for the future. 

The E. of Or- Your Committee now proceed to lay before you the Con- | 

ford's 3 duct of the Earl of Orford, with relation to the Quantity 

2 3 and Manner of iſſuing and receiving that Part of the Public 

3 Money, granted for the Support of the Civil Government, 

which has been employed in what is commonly called Secret 

Services. 1 

Your Committee, having been informed that this Moneß 

had been iſſued under three different Denominations, called 

for an Account hereunto annexed, (No. 10.) of all the Sum 

iſſued for Secret Service, or for his Majeſty's immediate r 

ſpecial Service, (the Money iſſued to his Majeſty's privy Purſe ©” 

excepted) or to reimburſe Expences during the lait Ten Years 

in which Robert Earl of Orford was firſt Commiſſioner of the 

Treaſury, &c. And the Account having been laid before 

them from the Auditor of the*Exchequer's Office, there ap- 

peared to be iſſued under theſe three Heads only, including 

the annual Sum of 3000 J. paid to each of the Secretaries of FF 

State for Secret Services, the Sum of 1,453,400 J. 65. 34. 

Ihe iſſuing ſuch an immenſe Part of the Money, given for 

Remarks of the the Support of the Civil Government, to theſe particular Uſes, 

eee during a Time of profound Tranquility till the late Rupture 

thereupon, with Spain, greatly alarmed your Committee, and put them 

upon examining what Sums had been iſſued for the ſame Set- 
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vices in a Tier Period of the like Number of Years. Ard 


your Committee beg Leave to repreſent to you that exorb!- 
tant as this Sum may ſeem, they would have ſuppreſſed thi 
Part of their Report, if by the Compariſcn they had entre 
upon, they could any Ways have reconciled their Silence upon 
this Head, to thei> Duty to this Houſe, and the Nation; 
and your Committee hope, that the Period they have pitchec 
upon, will evince the 'I'ruth of this Intention, as it compre 
hends a general and molt expenſive War Abroad, a Demi 
of the Crown, the happy Eſtabliſtunent of the preſent bony 4 
Fam) 
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Family upon the Throne, and an open and dangerous Rebel. An. 16. Geo. II. 


a. lion at Home; in ſhort, every Event that can liappen to juſ- 1742+ 
tify extraordinary Expences in carrying on the Buſineſs of 
= Government. And it is not eaſy to expreſs the Surprize of 


your Committee, when they found by the Account laid be- 
fore them, which is annexed, (No. 11.) that from the ½ 
Day of Auguſt, 1707, to the % Day of Auguſt 1717, there 
was iſſued under the aforeſaid Heads, no more than the Sum 
of 337,960 J. 4s. 5 d. halſpenny. 
* Your Committee, obſerving that the Sollicitors of the 
Treaſury for the time being, are the only Perſons to whom 
any of theſe Sums have been iſſued that are accountable for 
the ſame; and there having been iſſued to Mr. Paxton, the 
preſent Sollicitor 68,800 J. in the laſt ten Years, in which 
the Earl of Orford was firit Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
and the Sum of 58.516 J. 2s. 10 d. to Mr Borret, and 
Mr Cratcherade ſucceſſively Sollicitors, between the 1½ of 
Auguſt, 1707 and the firſt of Auguſt 1717. Ilheſe Sums 
ſubſtracted from their reſpective Totals, the Remainder will 
be 1,384, 600 J. 65. 3 4. iſſued for Secret Services, during 
* > thelaſt ten Years, and 279,444 J. 15s. 7 d. halfpenny, iſſued 
bor the like Services from the Year 1707 to the Year 1717 
by which it appears, that the Sum expended on theſe Services 
during the laſt Ten Years, amounts to near Five 'l ;mcs as 


* 
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| much as what was expended for the ſame Services in the 
„len Years ending the firſt of Auguft 1717 ; and your Com- 
de mittee cannot fee that any Exigency of Affairs, any Dimi- 
re ll nation of the National Debt, or Acceſſion of Wealth to the 
p Nation, has happened to juſtify ſuch Profuſion. 
ng And though your Committee very well apprehend, that 
„ no Form of Government can ſubſiſt, without a Power of 
employing publick Money for Services, which are, in their 
* Nature, ſecret, and ought always to remain ſo; yet when 
os i ſuch exorbitant Sums are iſſued for thoſe Services, as by paſ- 
_ Z ling through the Hands of a Minilter, may become dange- 
em bous to the Liberties of the People, your Committee thought 
er- themſelves indiſpeniably obliged to lay it beiore you 16 all 
the Lights which the very imperfect Evidence they have been 


ble to procure, can throw upon this nice and dangerous 
= Branch of Service. 
Four Committee now proceed to lay before vou the Proofs 
* that the Money iſſued under the Tatee Heads of Sccret Ser— 
vice, of Special Service, and to Reimburſe Expences, were 
= underſtood to mean one and the ſame Thing. 
= Chriflopher Jian. I Eſq; a Clerk in the Treaſury, and Examination of 
= who came into that Office in the Year 1684, ſaid on his Exa- = K e de 
1742. e mina - Saru M 


4 Service Money. 
I Member for Leftwithicl, f l 
i Member for Cricklade In the firſt Parliament cf K. George II. 
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An. 16. Ge" 11, mination, * That he look'd on all theſe Monies to be of the 
$740» ſame Nature ; that they are all without Account excep: 
as to what relates to the Sollicitor of the Treatury, nor is 
there any Entry in the Treaſury of the Application of any 
of theſe Sunis of Money.” 

And of Jahn Shepherd, a Deputy-Meſſenger of the Treaſury, who 
John Shepherd. has received very large Sums under each of theſe Three 
Heads, being examined, faid, * That the Warrants upon 
which he received Money at the Excheguer under any of 
theſe Three lieads, whether in his own Name, or in the 
Name of other Perſons, were all without Account, and that 
he made no Diſtinction, whether the Orders were for 

Special, or Secret Service, or to Reimburſe Expences.' 

But vour Committee obſerve, that all the Money iſſued 
under the Head of Secret Service, is iſſued in the Name of 
Joln Scrope, Eiq; * Secretary of the Treaſury, but the Or- 
ders for the Sums which were iſſued under the Heads of Spe- 
cial Service, or to Reimburſe Expences, are payable to Mr 
Lowther, Mr Kichards, and Mr Shepherd, Meſſengers of 
the Exchequer, and to a great Variety of other Names, for 
which Sums no Receipts appear to have bcen given ; but 
none of thoſe to whoſe Names thetic Orders are payable, un- 
der either of theſe Three Heads, appear to have any In- 
tereſt in the Suins thus iſſued. 

And your Committee have the greateſt Reaſon to believe 
that many of the Orders for this Money were iſſued un- 
known to the Perſons to whom they were made payable ; for 

Alſo of Mr Mr George Campbell, Banker, in the Strand, did, on his 
Geo, Campbell j Examination before the Committee declare, That he was 
deſired by the Earl of 7/ay to go to the Treaſury, and take 
up an Order which he would there find iſſued in his own 
Name, and to carry it to the Earl of Orford; that he ac- 
cordingly went to the Treaſury, where he received from 
one of the Clerks an Order for the Sum of 2231 J. 4 5. 69. 
for Special Service; that he carried this Order to the Earl 
of Orford, and indors'd it; and then the ſaid Earl deſired 
the Examinant to leave it for him at the 'I'reaſury ; that 
he accordingly did leave it at the Treaſury with Mr Lowe, 
one of the Clerks; that being at the Treaſury about ſome 
other Afﬀairs, in February laſt, he accidentally ſaw an Order 
that was made out in his Name for a Sum of Money, 
which he believes had been ſigned two or three Days be- 
fore, but that he had no Notice from the Earl of Lay, 
or any other Perion, that ſuch an Order would be made 
1 out in his Name 8 | ; 
Mr Farley. And Mr Avraham Farley being examined in Relation to 
an 


* Member for Lyme-Regis in this Parliament, and formerly one ot 
the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland. 


* 7 
ben 2 * 8 wr 
ig ufo = x i; wy * Fre 


r 


. tt. a i. 


© 9s oy * & 
* ld n * 


my 


* 


Relating to RoBERT Ear! of OrrorD. 35 


| the Month of January 1736, Mr Lawton told him that 
Y there was an Order made out in his Name, aud bid him 
| go and receive it ; that he did receive it, but not for his 
own Uſe, for he paid it over immediately to Mr Lawton, 


and that he did not know what Lagoon did with it, nor 
did he ( Farley) know that any ſuch Order was made out, 
till Mr Lawton told him of it, and ſent him to re- 
5 ceive it.” 
; And Mr Edzvard Bryant, formerly Under Door-keeper to the 
/ Treaſury, now Meilenger, being examined before the Commit - 
tee, in relation to two Orders, one tor 3961 J 6s. 8 d. and 


| the other for 2700 J. which were iſflued in his Name, 
1 ſaid, That Mr T7://9n called him to indorſe thoſe Orders, 
which he accordingly did, and then gave them to Mr 
Tilſon ; and that this is all that he knew about it, for he 
never did receive the Money for thoſe, or for any other 
Orders at the Exchequer, nor does he know who did.” 
And your Committee alſo obſerve, that there have been a 
great Number of other Orders, which do not appear to have 
been communicated to the Perſons whoſe Names were made 
Uſe of therein (if any ſuch Perſons there were) altho' their 
Names were indorſed on the Back of the reſpectwe Or- 
ders, as having received the Amount af the Sums therein ſpe— 
cify d; for a Liſt of Perſons in whoſe Names Money was 
iftu'd during the Term of the Enquiry, lying before the 
Committee, many of theſe Names were read over, (a Liſt 
of which is annex'd No. 12) to Mr 77% u, Mr Fane, and 
Mr Shepherd, and they all declar'd they knew no ſuch 
Perſons, tho' Mr Shepherd in particular had received Money 
on many of thoſe Orders, and ſaid he has wonder'd he 
never ſaw the Perſons who endorſed for large Sums.“ And 
tho' neither Mr 7il//on, Mr Fane, nor Mr Shepherd knew 
who theſe Orders were indorſed by, yet Mr Fare ſaid, * That 
ſuch Orders where the Perſons were not known, have been 
ſometimes taken away by the Earl of Orford, and other 
Lords of the Treaſury, to be indorſcd ; and that they 
have often been ſent away to be indors'd, and when they 
were thus Tent away, it was generally to the Earl of Orford. 
In the next Place your Committee lay beſore you, That 
though they have the greateſt Reaſon to believe, that the 
whole Sum of 1,384,600 J. 6 5s. 3 d. ( excepting the annual 
Allowance to the Secretaries of State for Secret Service) 
was under the ſole Direction avd Diſpoſiion of the Ear! of 
Orford; yet in order to proceed with the utmotl Care and 
= Caution, they think it becomes them to dihinguiſh to the 
5 Houſe thoſe Sums Which they can trace into the Hands of 
4 particular Perſons, from thoſe which were cvidently lodged 
5 L742. e 2 With 


W 
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- an Order in his Name for 1200 J. ſaid, That about An. 16. Geo. II. 


1742. 


— wwrmnnd 


And of 
Mr Bryant. 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 


Account of 

$0,077 - 18 $, 
to Political 

be. Vritet » &c. 


Examination of 
Mr Middleton, 
relating to 
0,119 l. 4s, 
bar on the E. of 
Thay*s Account. 
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with the ſaid Earl, or with Mr Scope, Secretary to the 
Treaſury, and which your Committee have the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon to believe, from collateral Proofs, ( having not been 
able to obtain the direct ones) were deliver'd over by Mr 
Scrope to the ſaid Earl. 

And they begin with Mr Loewther, to whom the Sum of 
177, 610 J. 115. 6 4. has been iſſued within the Term of 
the Enquiry, which has been diſpoſed of by him, trom 
Time to Time, purſuant to Minutes of the Treaſury, and 
he has paid in that Interval no lets a Sum than 50,077 J. 18 x. 
to Authors and Printers of News-papers, ſuch as Free- Briton, 
Daily-Conrants, Perſuaſives to Candour and Impartiality, 
Corncutter's Journal, Gazetteers, and other political Papers, 
as appears by the Appendix (No. 13.) And your Com. 
mittee leave it to the Judgment of the Houſe, whether this 
particular Sum was leſs under the Direction of the Earl of 
Orford than if it had paſs'd through his own Hands. 

The next Sum to be ranged under this Head is a Sum of 
30, 119 J. 4 s. which has been paid to Mr Middleton, 
Banker in the Strand, on the Earl of 7/ay's Account, being 
27,769 J. 43. iſſued in his own Name, and 23500 paid 
binn by Shepherd. Mr Middleton being examin d, ſaid, 
That all the Sums iſſued in his own Name, and what Was 
paid him by Sh-pherd, was received by him on the Ear] of 
//ay's Account, out of which about 1500 /. Was paid for Fees: 
nat the Earl of Ila has kept Caſh with him for ſeveral 
Years; and that he rape no Account of theſe Sums of 
Money diſtinct from his general Caſh- Account with the 
Farl of Lay, and that theſe Sums were drawn out of his 
Hands in the ſame Manner with the reſt of the Kal of 
Iiey's private Money. That perhaps 5 or 6000 J. fer 
lunum of the Earl of 7/azy's Money may have paſs'd thro' 
this Examinant's Hands; that this Examinant cannot 
charge his Memory that any large Sums were drawn cut 
at any J'ime, except for Purchates and buying of India 
Bonds; nor has this Examinant remitted any Money into 
Scotland for Lord lay, nor does he remember that 
Jord Jlay has drawn on him from Scorland for more 
than one Sum, which was about 400 J. payable to a Mer- 
chant; nor did any Perſons come to him for Money, ac- 
cording to the belt of his Memory, but Servants and 
Traideimer, 

In the next Place, vour Committee lay before you an 
Account of a Sum iſtued for his Majeſty's Service, Which 
tno' in itielf not conſiderable enough to deſerve the Attent!- 
on of the Houte, yet is accompany'd with fuch Circum- 
ale particular 


!ances as make it their Ndiper, ble Du d do d 
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For Mr John Lever, High Bailiff of the City of es- An. 16. Geo, II. 
min/ter, having incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of this Houſe, by 1742. 
acting at the general Election in an illegal and arbitrary Mau- 
ner, in prejudice of the Rights and Liberty of the Electors 
of the ſaid City, and in manifeſt Violation of the Freedom 
of Elections; and being in Cuſtody of the Serjcant at Arms lating to 1500 
attending this Houſe for the ſaid Oſtence, your Committee paid to the High 
find that 1500 J. iſſued under the Head of Money to reim- Bailift of Weſt- 
burſe Expences for his Majeſty's Service, was (during his be- Minſtes. 
ing in Cuſtody) apply'd to the uſe of the ſaid Lever; tor John 
Shepherd (aid, That Mr Scrope ſent for him and pull'd out of 
his Pocket an Order for 1500 J. which was in his (Shepherd's) 

Name, and told him he mult carry it to Sir Char/es Wager 
and endorſe it, and leave it with Sir Carles; that he went 
accordingly to Sir Charles, took the Order of him again, 
paſs'd it as uſual, and reeeiv'd the Money, and deliver'd 
the 1500 J. Nett-money, into Sir Cher/cs's own Hand. And 


Examination of 
Mr Shepherd re- 


* Francis Gaſhry, Eſq; a Member of this Houſe being exa- Mr Gaftry's Fx. 
Z min'd, ſaid, That Sir Charles Wager told him, that he was 
in Expectation of getting ſume Money for Mr Lever, the 
* High-Bailiff of Weſtmin/ter. 


amination relat- 
ing thereto, 


And when he (Garn) one 


Day return'd from the Navy-Board, Sir Charles told him, 
that in his Abfence 1500 /. had been brought him by one of 
the Treaſury, and Sir Char/es defir'd him to take the Money 
and pay it to Mr Lever; and that he receiv'd the 1500 / 
from Sir Charles the 2d of Zanuary laſt, and has ſince paid 


it to the Uſe of the ſaid Lever, as will more fully appear by 
his Examination hereunto annexed (No. 14) 


Beſides theſe Sums there are two other Sums of 428 J. 12 4. 


and 2, 110 J. 13 3. to be added to this Account, iſſued to Mr 


Ne Name of Mr Scrape, or under the Heads of ſpecial Ser- 


Le Heup, which he ſaid were to anſwer Bills drawn from Examination ©: 


abroad. Theſs Sums already mentioned, together with the Mr Le Heup. 


Money iſſued zo the Sccretaries of State for Secret Service, 


are all the Money which your Committee has been able to 

trace into the Hands of particular Perſons, and amount in 
the whole to the Sum 271,769 J. 0s. 6d. and this being 
WMaken from the Sum of 1,384,600 J. 6:5. 3 4. the whole 
ſſued under the three Heads for Secret Service, there re— 
mains the Sum of 1,112,831 /. 5s. 9d. which Sum your 
Committee conceive they have traced more immediately in- 
o the Hands of the Earl of O-ford or Mr Scree, and do 
pow proceed to lay the Probs thereof before you, as alſo 
he Circumſtances which induced them to believe that what- 
Ever Sums were paid into he Hinds of Mr Scrope, were by 
Dim paid over to the Earl of Orford. 


They firſt obſerve that this alt Sum of 1,112,831 J. 55. gd. 
ath either been iſſued under thc Head of Secret Service in 


vice 
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An. 16. Geo. II. vice, and to reimburfe Expences in che Names of Nicharas, 


r 


a 290 


—— 


Farther Fxami- 
natien of Mr 
Shepherd relat- 
ing to Secret 


Sei vice Money, 


And of 
Mr 'Tilſon, 


Allo of 
Mr Fane, 


Shepherd, and others, tne ztreateſt Part of which hath been 
received at the Exchequer by Shepherd or his Predeceſſor 
Richards. 

For John Shepherd being examined ſaid, * That he haz 
received at the Exctiequer ſeveral Sums of Money by Or 
ders made out in his own Name, and other Sums by Or. 
ders made out in the Name of Perſons unknown to him; 
and that he has gencraily received the Secret Service Money 
which is in Mr Ses e s Name: That the Orders for theſe 
Sums were generally given to bie by Mr Fane, or Mt 
Scrope, and ſometimes by Mr i, or an under Clerk, 
but chiefly by Mr Fare; and that he uſually repaid the 
Money when he kad received it, to thoſe from whom þ 
received the Order, unleis they particularly directed hin 
to pay it to other Perſons ; and that all his Warrants were 
without Account; and he made no Diſtinction whether 
the Orders were in his own Name or Mr Scrape's, or in 
unknown Names; nor whether for Special or Secret Ser. 
vice, or to reimburſe Expences: That he has ſometime; 
paid Money which he has thus received to the Ear] of O. 
ford; and this has ſometimes been the Secret Service- 
Money which is in Mr Scrope's Name, amounting to z, 
6, 7, or 8,000 J. at a Time; and that he has paid him 
likewiſe Money that was iſſued in his (Shepherd's) Name, 
but that he has not made theſe Payments often ; and that 
what he had been employed in had been formerly cone by 
Mr Richaras, but when Mr Richards died it was put on 
him (Shepherd. 1 

Mr Tiſſon being examined ſaid, That he has had Secret 
Service · Movey brought to him, but that he never did te. 
ceive any Money at the Exchequer himſelf, Shepherd al- 
ways brought it to him; but that he has always delivered 
ail Moneys he has received, whether for Secret Service, 
Special Service, or to Reimburſe Expences, to Mr Farr, 
Mr Scrope, or the Earl of Orford: That he has, to be ure, 
paid very conſiderable Sums of Secret Service-Money to 
the Earl of Otrd, but has no way of aſcertaining by 
Book what he has paid, the "Tranſition was ſo quick.“ 

Henry Fane Viig; a Clerk of tl.c Freaſury ſaid, * That 
he has received verbal Orders from the Earl of O 
to prepare Warrants for the King to Sign, and to bring 
to him, the ſaid Earl, the Money. That Sums of Money 
for Secret Service have been {requent!y put into his Hands, 
which were ſometimes brought him by a Meſſenger ; an 
that he delivered this Money either to the Larl ot Or f 
himlelf, or to Mr. Scree, to carry it to the ſaid Ear 


That when he gave it to Ir Scree it was for hin to carry 
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to the Earl of Orford, and he believes all ſuch Sums came An. 16. Geo. II. 


ino the ſaid Earl's Hands, excepting ſome tr iſliug Sums 
of 40 or 50 J. which he has paid to overs. That he has 
paid many Sums to the ſaid Farl, but kept no Acccount ; 
nor could he recolle&t the particular Sums he has thus paid, 
That what he has received and paid, and what he has 


acted in theſe Affairs was by the ſaid Earl of Orford's 


Directions either from himſelf or fignified to him by Mr 


gerate; and he does not know that any other Lord of the 
Treaſury has ever given him Directions for either re- 
ceiving or paying any Secret Service-Money, 

And he farther ſaid, * Ihat the Orders he has received to 
prepare Warrants upon the three Heads of Secret Service, 
Special Service, or to reimburſe Expences for his Majelty's 
Service, have been either directly from Lord Orford him— 
ſelf, or from other Perſons who ſignified to him chat thoſe 
Orders were from Lord Orford 


1742. 


Your Committee next obierve, that the Sum iſſued in Parther pe 
Mr Scrope's Name for Secret Service, during the Pime of marks of the 


the Enquiry, amounts to 815,819/. 5s. 2d. And there 


has been iſſued in the Name of Shepherd, within the ſame 
Time, excluſive of what he paid to Mr Middleton, and Service. 
Sir Charles Wager, the Sum of 78,633 J. 145. 24. and 
in the Name of Richaras, 45,546. 18s. 64, and out of 


32 Orders in various Names, which the Committee call'd 


for, 26 of them, amounting io the Sum of 119,211/. 85. 44. 


appear to have been received by Shepherd ; for he ſaid he 


always ſigned them on the Back, as a Witneſ- when they 


were not in his own Name. "TI hele Sums, thus iſſued in the 
Names of Mr Scrope, Shepherd, Richards, ard of other 


«4 -* 2 0 


Perſons received by Sepberd. amount in the whole to 
1,059, 211 J. 6s. 2d. And this Sum your Committee think 


they have traced into the Hands of the Farl of Oerd, or 
Mr Scrope, who, Mr Fane believes, carried all he received 
to the ſaid Earl. There is ſtill wanting to make up the 
Sum of 1,112,831 J. 5 5. 9 d. the Sum of 53,6197. 195. 74. 
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And this laſt Sum hath been iſſued by Orders, fix of w hich, 
amounting to 23.650 J. were in Names not known, and 
witneſſed by Perſons belonging to the "Treafury, tho" not by 
Shepherd; and the Remainder were generally for ſuch ſmall 
Sums, that your Committee did not think it neceſſary to 


enter into a more minute Examination about them. 


It farther appears to your Committee, that beſides the 


Saum of 1,453,400 J 65. 3 4. already mentioned, there has 
been paid in the ten Years preceding the. 1oth of Fe- 
vary laſt, the Sum of 45,675 / without Account to the 
Society of the Poit-Office for the Time being, as by an Ac- 
count hereunto annexed, (No. 15.) by virtue of a Warrant 


from 


Committee e- 
latin to Money 
lllucd for Secrot 


1742. 
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An, 16. Geo, II. from the "Treaſury ; and this for a Service formerly incon- 


ſiderable. Your Committee find, by Papers laid before them, 
hat the firſt Payment of this Kind was in the Year 1718, 
and amounted to 446 /. 25. o d. and the ſucceeding Pay. 
ments for ſome Years were about 750 J. per Annum, from 
whence it has gradually increaſed to 4700 J. the preſent 
annual Allowance ; and the preſent Secretary, John Davia 
Barbutt, Eſq; being examined as to this Allowance, {aid, 
That the greateſt Part of this Money is for defray ing the 
Expence of a private Office for the inſpecting foreign Cor- 
reſpondence; that he cannot ſay as to the firſt Eſtabliſhment 
of this Office, having been but three Vears and an half in 


the Polt-Office ; but he apprehends there was always an | 


Office of this Kind, and that it was defrayed formerly by 
the Secretaries of the State. The Eſtabliſhment in this 
Office ſeemed fo extraordinary to your Committee, that they 
have added the Particulars, as contained in the Examina. 
tion of Mr Barbutt, hereunto annexed, (No. 16.) Your 
Committee cannot but obſerve, that this Method of givin 
Warrants for Money, without Account, on the Offices, where 
any Part of the Civil-Liſt Revenue is received, is -ighly 
irregular, as it tends to diſguiſe the Sums iſſued for Secre: 
Service, and may conceal the Amount of the Revenue it- 
ſelf ; for if the Sums paid by ſuch Warrants are deducted 


from the Receipt of the Revenue before it is accounted for, 


and the Balance only paid into the Exchequer, the Revenue 
mult appear to be leſs by ſo much as the Deductions a. 
mount to. 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you the lat 
Tranſactions of the Earl of Orford, as firſt Commiſſioner of 


gw 
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the Treaſury ; by which it will appear that beſides the vat 


Sums they have already mentioned, he not only exhaulicd | ; 


the Remains of the Public Treaſure, which his former Protu- 7 


ſion nad left in the Exchequer, but even preſumed to antici- 


pate the Revenues of his Majeſty's Civil-Liſt for a conſiderable © 4 
Sum, and by altering the regular Courſe of Exchequer-Pay- 3 


ments, did avail himielt of that Anticipation, and got a large 


Sum of Money into his own hands, diſguiſed under three 
different Orders. For on the gth of February laſt, which was 
but two Days before he quitted his Employments, Order: 
were ſigned by him for the Payment of 23,641 J 7 5s. 64. for 
Secret Service, and to reimburſe Expences, beſides two other 
Orders payable out of the Civil-Liſt- Revenues, which he 


ſigned on the ſame Day, for 5047 J. 16 3. 3 d. 2, there : 


being then other Orders in the ſaid Revenue, ſtanding ou! 
and uncomplied with; for the Sum of 1562. gy. $4 
amounting in the whole to the Sum of 30,2577. 125. 114 
notwithſtanding, that on that Day there was but 14,284 

. 1 
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175.04. + in the Exchequer, applicable to the Uſes of his An. 16. Geo, IT, 
Majeſty's Civil Government, as appeared to your Committee, 1742. 

by a State laid before them of the Caſh of the Civil-Liſtt- ww We 
Revenues, on that Day; and in order to ſhew the Irregu- 

larity which the ſaid Earl was guilty of in the Courſe of 

this Affair, it is neceſſary to lay before the Houſe an Ac- 

count of the regular Courſe of Payment at the Exchequer. 

John Shepherd being examined, ſaid, that the Courſe of Account of the 
receiving Money in the Exchequer, is thus: The King iſſues regale Courſe of 
his Sign Manual for a certain Sum, which is counterſigned receiving Money 
by the Lords of the Treaſury, and thereon the Lords of the we Naehe 
Treaſury direct a Warrant, ſigned by them to the Auditor of 
the Exchequer, who on the Receipt of it makes out an 
Order, ſignifying that Order is taken that Payment ſhall 
be made; this Order is ient to the Treaſury, and ſigned 
by the Lords, and then one of the Secretaries of the 'Lrea- 
ſury ſigns a Letter to the Auditor, direfting the Money to 
be iſſued when the before-mentioned Sign Manual, War- 
rant, and Order, are produced ; that theſe Initruments, to- 
gether with the Letter, are carried to the Auditor, who 
directs the Payment of the Order to one of the Jellers, and 
then ſends it to the Clerk of the Pells, in order to its being 
recorded, but keeps the Sign Manual and the Warrant till 
the next Morning, when upon applying to him he del: vers 
them up to the Perſon who 15 to receive the Money, who 
carries them to the Clerk of the Pells, where they are com- 
pared with the Order, and then the Clerk of the Pells 
writes them upon the Order, under the Auditor's Directi— 
on, Recorded ſuch a Day; then the Order being carried to 
the Tellers, the Money is paid. 

By this it appears that according to the regular Coutſe of 
the Exchequer, there muſt be many Steps thro' the diſte— 
rent Offices between the ifluing of the Warrant and the 
Receipt of the Money from the Tellers, which were not 
obſerved in the caſe of the Sum, which the Earl of O- ford 
did, on the 9% of February, get into his own Hands ; for 
it appears, that this Sum was received in conſequence of 
two Warrants, iſſued in the Name of Mr Scope, for Secret 
Services, one for 8442 J. and the other for 5569 J. and one 
other Warrant, iſſued in the Name of Shepherd for Special 
Service, for 3050 J. and was paid to the Earl of Or fad on 
the very Day the Warrants were ſigned by him the {aid Earl. 
This was effected by depoſiting the Orders with the Bank- 
Officer at the Exchequer, before they were properly di- 
rected by the Auditor, for Mr Matthew Coliet, the principal 
Bank. Clerk, who attends at the Exchequer, being cexamin2*, 
ſaid, that he paid the longy for thoſe Orders to Ir Pane, 

1742, t ON 
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An. 16. Geo, II on Tue/day the gth of February laſt, that the Orders were not 
1742. directed by the Auditor, till the 11th of February following, 
and he did not receive the Sums for thoſe Orders at the Ex. 


. hequer, till the 17th ; and Mr Fane being examined, faid, 


count of 174611, 2 


paid by him to That he received on the gth of February laſt the three Sums 


the E. of Orford of 8442 J. of 5969 J. and 3050 J. as Secret Service Money, 
eee ee That it was from the Bank-Officer that he received this 
e Money, and left the Orders with him, and that the ſame Day 
between the Hours of 11 and 1, he paid them altogether in one 
Payment to the Earl of Orford in his Cloſet at his Houſe in 
Downing-Street ; that he took his Directions from the ſaid 
Farl, to prepare the Warrants for theſe three Sums, and waz 
at the ſame time ordered to bring the Money to him ; and he 
being again farther examined, ſaid, that on the 7hur/da 
preceding the Earl of Orford's Reſignation of his Employ- 
ments, being the 4th of February, Mr Scrope ordered Mr: 
Fare, to draw a Warrant for a Penſion of 4000 J. per An. 
num to the Lord Orford, during the joint Lives of the 
King, and of the Earl, which he accordingly did, and gave 
it to Mr Scrape, who returned it him the next Day, and ſaid, 
the Earl of Oe had peruſed it, and approved of it with 
ſome immaterial Alterations; and when it was wrote over 
fair, Mr Scrope took it again, and as Mr Fare believes, left it 
with the Earl of Orford. 

hd It appears to your Committee, that one of the Orders, 
rpg ry - ſign'd * ſaid Earl, on the gth of February, was for 
lating to a Bill 2000 J. payable to Major Forth, under the Head of reim- 


of 70001. drawn 4 . i 
bythe D. of Bol- burſing Expences for his Majeſty's Service. 


ton on the E. of ; 
Orford, vanc'd a Sum of Money to the Duke of Bollan, for which 


he was to receive 7000 J. at 1000 /. each half Year ; and that 
the Duke drew a Bill, directed to Sir Robert Walpole, which 
run thus: * I defire you will pay to Major Forth 1000 /. or 
* his Order, every half Year, for three Years ard a half, to 
* commence from Laay-Day laſt, Value receiv'd, 16 M, 


* 1738.” That Sir Robert Walpole verbally accepted this 
Bill, but would not indorſe it : That he has receiv'd 5000 /. 


at five different Payments, from Sir Robert Walpole's own 7 
Hands in Bank Notes; and that Lord Orford told him, a. 
bout the gth of February laſt, that a Warrant was ſign d for 
the 2000 J. unpaid, which was the firſt Order that had paſ d 


through the Treaſury. 


litten ae Your Committee being further defirous to inform them- 


connt how Mo- 


„ ized for ſelves in what Manner the vaſt Sums iſſued for Secret Ser. 


<-crot Servics Vice Were accounted for to his Majeſty, ſent for Mr 77%, 
» 15 1cc0unted for who being examin'd, ſaid, That when his Majeſty ſign d a 
en bol. Sign Manual for the paying of any Sum of Money to Mr 
Sc roße, for Secret Service, he allo ſign'd at the ſame time 

a f 


And Major Forth being examin'd, ſaid, That he ad- 
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a Receipt to Mr Scrope for the ſame Sum, but that there was An. 16. Geo. 11, 
always a Blank left for the Date, and the Dates are at the 1742. 
ſame time put in at the Treaſury to the Warrant, the Or- 

der, the Sign Manual, and the King's Receipt ; and this is 

uſually done by the Entering-Clerk, who wrote the Sign 

Manual, that it may all appear in the ſame Hand : That 

the Date of the Receipt is always made the ſame as the Date 

of the Order. And he produc'd to your Committee a Paper, 

the Copy whereof is here inſerted, and is as follows: 


8. GEORGE R. 


We acknowledoe to have receiv'd of our truſly and well be- 
lrved John Scrope, Eſq; the Sum of 596g l. being the jame 
Sum which in purſuance of an Order, bearing Date this Day, 
was iſſued to him, at the Receipt of Our Exchequer for Our 
Secret Service. Given at our Court of St. James's, the 9:15 of 


February, 1741, in the 15th Year of Our Reign. 
GEORGE R. 


on OE A 


E xamined. OR FORD. 


And your Committee being inform'd, that the Paper de 
liver'd by Mr Tn was the Hand-writing of Mr 7% 
Wilkin, ſent for him; and he being examm'd, faid, "That 
the ſaid Paper was his Hand-writing, and was by him copied 
from a Paper deliver'd to him by Mr Z., and he believ'd 
was an Original: That he has never ſeen the King write, 
but he has ſeen many Sign Manuals, and he thinks there 

was the ſame Hand to that Paper: That he has never ſeen 
the Earl of O- ford write, but what was to the Paper, he 
copied, was like what he had ſeen for the Earl of Os 
Hand : That he believes the Copy he made was not exa- 

Xx min'd, but he copied it exactly, Word for Word, and took 
the Sums and Dates exactly, and he believes it was a true 
Copy. | 

5 Your Committee cannot but obſerve, that this Receipt is 
for one of thoſe very Sums which Mr Fare recciv!!, by An- 
ticipation, of the Bank-Officer, the 9th of February, and 
which was not really iſſued at the Receipt of the Exche- 
quer till the 17th of Februory, and never went into the 
Hands of Mr Scrope; but was immediately carried to 
Lord Orford. | 

Your Committee were at a Loſe to now, what was meant. 
by thoſe Words, Examined, Ogrorn, it beicg impoilible 
to mean the witnefling to his Majelly's Receipt of it from 
Mr Screpe on that Day; for Mr Scr never had the Nlo— 
5 i. 2 ney, 


Examination at 
Mr Wilkin rc. 
lating thereto, 
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Mr Scrope. 
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ney, therefore conld not pay it into his Majeſty's Hands, as 
tnat would imply. Nor have your Committee been able to 
inform themſelves, whether or no this is conformable to any 
antient and regular Way of diſcharging Perſons for the 
Receipt of ſuch Sums, or a modern Invention. 

And in order to clear up this, and other Matters of far 
greater Importance, your Committee apply'd to the Houle 
for Leave to examine 7ohn Scrope, Eſq; in conſequence 
whereof he did attend on the 4th of June inſtant, when 
he did acquaint the Committee, 'That he had read the Oath 
and found it to be a ſtrong one, and deſir'd the Opinion 
of the Committee how he was to behave : That if they in- 
tended to examine him about the Secret Service Money, he 
doubted he could not anſwer without having his Majelly's 
Leave : And he ſaid he was tender of doing any thing that 

might leave a Stain upon his Character; the: ragh he believes 
he can give no Information to the Committee more than 
what they have already got. And then he withdrew. And 
then Mr Scrope was again call'd in, and the Chairman inform'd 
him, That the Committee had conſider'd of what he had 
ſaid, and he was directed to accqaint him, that they did 
not think themſelves to be in a Situation to direct or adviſe 
in the Affair ; but the Committee deiir'd to know, whe- 
ther he would ſubmit to take the Oath or not? To which 
Mr Scree anfwer'd, J hope yoa wil give me Time to con- 
ſider of it, as being a Matter of great Conſequence; and 

then he withdrew: Upon which the Committee appointed 
hin to attend on the 14th inſtant Jane 3 on which Day he 

did accordingly attend, and your Committee being inform'd, 
tt at he deſir'd to ſpeak with the Chairman and the Com: 
mittee, he was call'd in and ask'd. What he had to ſay ? 

Whercupon Mr Screpe iaid, He was extreamly forry that 
he ſhould give the Committee ſo much Trouble, for he did 
alture them, that his Refuſal was not premeditated, for he 
came the other Day reſolved to take the Oath, tho' he had 
then Doubts if he Aeg inſwer in what related to Secret 
Service Money, and he thought he might have made his 
Objections, v hoy he was examin'd to it; and according!y 
began to take the Oath ; but when he came to the general 
Words, he found them to be fo ſtrong, and general, that! he 
doubted if he ſhould not be guilty of Perjury, it be ſhould 
take the Oath and not an ſwer. 

That he had improved the Time the Committee had 
been ſo kind to give him, and had conſulted with the abet 
Lawyers and Divines, and they have made his Scrup'ss 
ſironper ; and that he did not do it to obſtruct the Enquiry, 
but could not as zn honelt Man, and with a ſafe Conſcience, 
take the Oath ; 2 that he had] aid his Caſe before the Ring. 


r eee gs oa 8 . 1 1 - 


— 1 
th tl 


* 0 


Relating io ROBERT Earl of ORroRD 45 


and was authorized to ſay, * That the Diſpoſal of Money ©": 16. Geo. II. 
« i{ſa'd for Secret Service, by the Nature of it, requires the __ 

« utmoſt Secrecy, and is accounted for to His Majeſty only, Who refuſes to 
and therefore His Majeſty cou'd not permit him to diſcloſe take the Oath, 
gan Thing on that Subject, and to anſwer 

That he had well conſidered with himſelf, and conſulted “n 2 
other Perſons, and thinks he ſhould be criminal if he took u, mm 
a general Oath, when there were particular Queſtions which 
he did not intend to anſwer; that he hoped he ſhould not 
incur the Diſpleaſure of the Committee, for if the Oath 
was confined, he was ready to be examined. 

Which Behaviour of Mr Scrope greatly ſurpriz'd your Regnatks of the 
Committee, conſidering the Intormation they had received Committee 
from the many Papers relating to the Secret Service, which thereupon, 
had been laid before them, and from the Bxamination of 
the Meſſengers, and the moſt knowing and active Clerks 
in the Office where he is Secretary. 

Mr Scrope having thus refuſed to anſwer to this material 
Part of this Enquiry, your Committee beg Leave to obſerve, 
that thoſe Sums which are ſpecity'd to be for Secret Ser- 
vice, and which have always been iſſu'd in Mr Scrope's 
Name, are the only Money for which His Najcity gives a 
Receipt, and may therefore be all that the Crown conceives 
to be iſſu'd without Account; for the ſpecious Titles of 
Special Service, and to reimburſe Expences, frem, from the 
very Phraſe, to imply ſome Account ; and what is iflu'd to 
the Sollicitor of the "Treaſury, under the Head of reimbur- 
ſing Expences, is actually accounted for, ſo that His Ma- 
jeſty may poſſibly be led to believe, that all the Money 
1fTu'd under theſe Heads is accounted for, as he gives no 
Receipt for the ſame; and thus it may happen, that by the 
Artifice of a Miniſter, ſuch Sums of Money may be iſſu'd 
under the Heads of Special Service and to reimburſe Ex- 
pences, as may endanger the publick Liberty, while the 
Crown may be ignorant of the ſame, and by attending on- 
ly to what is ſpecify'd to be for Secret Service, may belicve 
that Service is kept within reaſonable Bounds. 

Theſe are the moſt remarkable Particulars that your Com- 
mittee think proper to lay before you, relating to the Head 
of Secret Service, which, if it be conſidered either by Com- 
pariſon, or by its Conſequence, either by the Sum, or 
the Manner of its Iſſue and Receipt, are equally exorbitant, 


dangerous, and deſtructive. 


It it be conſidered by the groſs Compariſon, then it ſtands 


as above; as 1,384,600/. 65. 34d, to 279,444 74. 15. 7 4. 


Halfpenny ; if by deſcending into Particulars, therf it will 


appear, the two remarkable Years 1733 and 1734, amount 


to 
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An. 16. Gor. II. to 312,128 J. 195. 74. being conſiderably more than the 


1742. 


Total of the whole Ten Years, from 1707 to 1717. 

And what 15 molt aſtoniſhing, the Demands for Secret 
Services, in the ſix Weeks immediately preceeding the Re. 
ſignation of the Earl of Oord, amount to more than the 
whole Expence, apon that Head, in the Three Years ending 
Auguſt 1710, and the Draughts upon the Excheguer for 
that Uſe, in one Day only, being the gth Day of Februar, 
laſt (the laſt indeed he fat at the Treaſury ) amount to a 
greater Sum than was iſſued for that Service, in any one of 


the aforemention'd Three Years, ſo gloriouſly diltinguiſhed 


by repeated Victories. 
And if the Conſequences of this Proſuſion be conſidered, 
what can they be but the Alteration of a Government, which 


ſo lately was ſupported in that Branch for one fifth Part of F* 


the Expence upon the medium of the Ten Years. Your 


Committee have informed you how the Power, the Influ- -- 


ence, the Offices of the Government have been imployed by 
him towards violating the Freedom of your Elections; and 


they apprehend they have juſt Grounds to ſuſpect that Part 


of theſe iramenſe Sums have been expended for the ſame 


molt pernicious Purpoſes ; and the rather when they con- 


ſider from what Queſtion the obſtinate Silence of Paxton 


took its Riſe, as alio what Sums have been given towards the 
defraying the Expences of the new Charter at Radnor, and 
to carry on the Proſecutions at Celchefter, as alſo the ſtrong © 


Probability of the ſame Practice being carried on with Re- 
ſpect to the Borough Orford ; beſides the remarkable 


Sum to Lever, as a Reward to a moſt unjuſt returning 
Oticer, cenſur'd by, and actually under the Puniſhment of 


Parliament, as a Violator of the Liberties of his Country. 


Nor are the Apprehenſions of your Committee at all 
leſſened when they conſider the Manner of iſſuing and re- 


ceiving theſe great Sums ; For here they find the regular 
Courſe and Order of the Exchequer was, on the qgth of 
February laſt, overturned by pawning the Orders to a Bank- 
Man for immediate Payment, by which Means the Earl of 
Orford got 17,4617. into his own Hands, one of the laſt 
Days he remained in the Treaſury, which was diſguiſed in 


three Warrants, and was much more than there actually was 


in the Exchequer applicable to the Uſes of the Civil Go- 
vernment. 

They alſo find the Sums iſſued under the two Heads of 
Special Services, and to reimburſe Expences for his Majeity's 
Service, tho' they ſeem to imply open and determinate Ulcs, 
vet they are iſſued without Receipt from his Majeſty as well 
as without Accqunt, except what relates to the Solicitors of 
the Treaſury ; ſo that it is poſuble the Sums under theſe two 
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Heads, amounting to 508,781 /. 1s. 1d. may be jſſued An, 16. Geo. II. 
and imployed for Uſes, which the Crown itſelf may look 1742. 
upon as no ways making Part of the Article of Secret Ser- 
vice; and if a profuſe and deſigning Miniſter ſhould by 
theſe Means get a Power of ſquandering ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Secret Service Money upon his own arbitrary Dehgns, while 
the Crown may be milled to imagine that this Branch of the 
Government is carried on at a moderate and juſtifiable Ex- 
pence, your Committee apprehend that the King may be 
1mpoveriſh'd, the Civil Liſt exhauſted, the juſt Debts un- 
paid, ang the People in Conſequence loaded with new Bur- 
thens to replace that Profuſion which may be ſo dangerous 
to their Liberties. 

Your Committee have now laid before you the Conduct 

of the Earl of Orford, with relation to the Payment of the 
N Troops, the Freedom of your Elections. and the Quantity 
3 as well as Manner and Conſequence of iſſuing and receiving 
the Publick Money, ſuppoſed to be imploy ed for Secret Ser- 
# vices of the State, notwithſtanding the Obſtruftions they 
have met with either for want of Power to compel or in- 
demnify the unwilling Witneſs or Accomplice, and from 
their Inability to protect and ſupport thoſe who might have 
been more ready to do their Duty to the Publick. 
> * Your Committee are now proceeding in the Examination 
of the Copies of the Papers and Letters, and Extracts of 

Letters relating to the Convention, referred to them by the 
Houſe, which they will report with all poſſible Diſpatch. 
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15 April, 1742. 


O T HS 


N Account of all Sums of Money 


drawn by Bills from Jamaica,  } 
the Service of his Majeſty's Fleet, ſince 
the Commencement of the War again | 
Spain, and at what Rates of Exchange the | 


ſaid Bills were drawn. 


Date of the 
Bills. 


Account of Bills 26 Oct. 
drawn from Ja- 
maica for the 
Service of the 
Fleet, 


I 
8 


13 Ditto, 
18 Ditto. 
Ditto, 


25 
14 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
21 
23 
25 
21 
22 
23 
<+ 
26 


27 


28 
21 
23 
24 


Dec. 
Jan. 


Feb. 


Ditto. 
March 
Ditto, 1740. 


Ditto 


Ditto. 


April 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 


May 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Jane 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
25 Ditto, 


1739. 


| 


_ 


By whom drawn, 


Mr George Hinde, 
Naval Officer at 
Jamaica. 


—-> 
2 


Dre 


Date of the 


Bills. 


6 b 26 June, 1740. 


2 July 
3 Ditto. 


b 4 Ditto. 


; Auguſt 


) 


£ 


2 
19 
april 1741. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


6 Ditto. 
N 9 Septemb. 


0 


Ditto. 


October 


Decem. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Dec. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


January 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


February 


Ditto. 
March 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 


Ditto. 


2 
* 
- 
; " & 
* 


Ditto. 


[Mr George Hind”, 
\ Naval-Officer at 
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By whom 


th An, 16. Geo, II. 
1742. 


— 


© 
O 
uo 42d 2Junyax 


oo 1 


NO 
14 Ditto, 
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1742. 
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14 April 1741. | 


20 
21 


23 


et) 8 


+ G&©=1 


An. 16. Geo. II. Date of the 


Bills, 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
May 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
June 

Ditto. 
July 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Auguſt 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 
Ditto, 
Ditts. 
Sep. 


By whom 
ar aWwNn. 


Mr George Hinde, 
Naval-Offcer at 
TFamaica. 


Sum. 
1 
100 oo 
200 oo 
150 oo 
150 oo 
200 oo 
100 oo 
100 oo 
50 oo 
170 oo 
400 oo 
600 oo 
150 oo 
100 oo 
150 oo 
200 oo 
248 oo 
100 oo 
200 oo 
400 oo 
600 oo 
150 oo 
130 OO 
200 oo 
150 oo 
160 oo 
150 oo 
200 oo 
70 OO 
100 oo 
100 oo 
70 OO 
70 oo 
164 11 
200 oo 
500 oo 
250 oo 
200 oo 
100 oo 
100 oo 
100 oo 
200 oo 
100 oo 
200 oo 
150 0 
150 oo 
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Date of the 
Bills. 


5 Sep. 1741. 


8 Ditto. 
14 Ditto. 
Ditto. 


* 23 Ditto. 
22 January 
6 February 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
8 Ditto. 
9 Ditto. 
29 Dec. 1739. 
18 March 


14 July, 1740. 


Ditto. 
23 Sept. 
27 Nov. 


27 3 
L 0 


22 Ditto. 
24 Ditto. 
* June 
22 Ditto. 
; 28 Auguſt 
5 31 Ditto. 
J 3 Sept. 
> 13 Oct. 
19 Ditto, 


| 


F 
| 


14 April, 1741. 


4 


By whom 
drawn, 
J. 

150 

200 

1000 

400 

800 

168 

200 


Mr George Hind, Too 


Naval-Officer at 2000 


Jamaica. 100 


300 
300 
1000 
500 
200 
1000 
100 
1200 
200 
100 
90 
110 
150 
200 
200 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


By Robert Kerby, 
Naval- Officer at 
Port Antonio. 


Sum. 


J. 
OO 


tt An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 

d. — 
00 
OO 


zuo 42d 2Zungax 


0 


OO _ 
oo 


OO 

OO 
0035 
OO 

OO 


OO 
O0 
OO 
00 
O0 


40 


« Richard Haddock, John Fowler, Ja. Ackworth, John 
at * Thomas Pearſe T. 


Saget Cane; ntl les EP. 


cs. i 
af, _— 1 
a; 06? as. 


8 2 


+ See the Report, p. 25. 


Member for Harwich in this Parliament. 


An 
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An. 16. Geo. II. Received Advice of the following Bills drawn from Ja- 
1742 maica, but as they are not yet arriv'd, the Rates of Ex- 
change are not known. 


Drawers. Dates. Sum Sterling, 
E „ th 

1741 Oct. 27) 100 oo oo 

280 429 10 oo 

286 174 oOo oo 

Dec. 4) 150 oo oo 

Major Jonathan Lewis. May 18 600 oo oo 


John Turner. 


Office of Ordnance, 
April 17, 1742. 


W. R. EARTE (a), Clerk of the Ordnance, 


Nu uz. II. 


| ? APT. Alexander Wilſon being examined in the moſt 
| Capt. Wilſon's ſolemn Manner, this 21ſt Day of April, 1742, ſaid, 
r he was an Agent to Lord Cathcart when he wa: pre- 
Cs paying Paring for his Expedition to the Jef? Indies. That in or 
the Troops ſent about May or June, 1740, Lord Cathcart received from 
| to the Weit In- Mr Pelham (5) a rough Draught of Inſtructions, which Mr 
. Pelham propoſed to give to his Deputy Pay-Maſter, that 
was to attend the Troops under Lord Cathcart. That this 

Examinant peruſed the ſaid Draught together with Lord 

Cathcart. That it contained Directions to the Deputy to 

pay the Troops at Jamaica, at ſuch a Rate of Exchange, 

as ſhould appear to Lord Cathcart and the ſuperior Officers, 

to be molt advantageous to them. That this Rate of Ex- 

change ſhould be conſtant and invariable; and that the ſaid 

Deputy ſhould keep an Account current of what he thus 

paid ; and if any Advantage accrued from the Currency thus 

ſettled, the Publick were to be entitled to it ; but if there 

was any Loſs, the Publick were to make it good : And 

| it was alſo propoſed, that the Deputy ſhould carry with him 
| a Sum of Money for this Purpoſe, and ſhould be autho- 
| rized to draw the neceſſiry Bills on the Paymaſter-General. 
That Lord Cathcart approved of theſe Inſtructions; but on 
or about the latter End of June, or the Beginning of July, 
17-40, it was intimated to the Lord Cathcart from the Pay- 
Ofice, or by Meſſieurs Burrell (c) and Priftoxw (d), that the 


Trea- 


(Member in this Parliament for Malmsbury. 
Member in this Parliament for the County of Suſſex, 
() 

(-) 


Member in this Parliament for Haſlemere. 
Member in this Parliament for St Ives. 
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Treaſury were of Opinion, that the Troops were not to be An. 16. Geo. II. 
left to the Uncertainty of finding Money Abroad, ſince., 742. 
Merchants might make their Advantages of the Neceſſities 
the Troops might ſometimes be under, and that in Conſe- 
quence of this Opinion, a Contract for paying the Troops 
at the Rate of 120 J. Jamaica Money, for 100 J. 
A Sterl. was then depending before the Treaſury, That 
FA Lord Cathcart immediately on this Information, appli- 
[2 ed, by this Examinant, to Mr Villiams (e) and Mr Monſon's 
1 (f) Offices for a Meeting. His declared Purpoſe in pro- 
curing this Meeting, was, if poſlible, to get the Troops 
paid in a more advantageous Manner, for he did not appre- 
J hend that the Contract was already paſs'd, but only that it was 
then depending. That at this Meeting, which was at Mr 
Williams's Office, between the 4th and 13th of Fuly, 1740, 
there were preſent Lord Cathcart, Mr Hanbury Williams, 
Paymaſter of the Marines, Mr Burrell, Mr Briftow, and 
this Examinant; Mr Pelham was then in York/bire with 
Mr Arundel, as he believes. Lord Cathcart took Notice of 
the Inconveniences which might ariſe by paying Men only 
120 J. Jamaica Money for 100 J. Sterl. when, by the con- 
curring Reports from Jamaica, and of Merchants, the Ex- 
change was at 135 to 140. That he hereupon mentioned 
what he had obſerved in Armies Abroad, particularly what 
happened at Ghent and Bruges in 1712. where the Troops 
mutiny'd on Account of ſome ſmall Deductions for Camp 
Neceſſaries and Bread, which were talen from ſome Regi- 
ments and not from others. That this Examinant ſaid at 
the ſame Time, that as the Troops from North America, un— 
der Colonel Blakeney, were paid at the full Currency of the 
Exchange in thoſe Parts, he apprehended, that if they re- 
ceived leſs Money, when they jvin'd Lord Cathcart, than 
what they had before, they might begin a Mutiny, and by | 
informing Lord Cathcart's Men, might occaſion Diſcon— | 
tents and Mutiny amongſt them alſo, The Contractors an- 
ſwered to this, that the Difference of Currency in the North 
F Provinces of America, from whence Colone! Blakeney's 
Troops came, was rather more to the Advantage of thoſe 
7 Troops than the intended ay ment of 120 J. per Cert. "That 
the Contractors explained themſelves on this Particular, in a 
1 Manner that this Examinant could not anſwer, nor indeed 
underſtand. '! hat Lord Cathcart was filent. The Con- 
tractors reckoned up ſeveral Art cies of the Charge it would | 
> be to them, ſome of which were the Iuſurance of the Mo- I! 
* ney, the Freight, the Commiſion which they were to pay 
their Correſpondents in a, with other incident Charges 
Which 


(-) Member in this Parliament for the County of Monmouth, 
() Member in this Parliament for Lincoln. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. which this Examinant cannot remember. All theſe together, 


1742. 


they ſaid, was the Cauſe why they could not contract for leſs 
Profit, than what they ſhould get by paying 120 J. Ja mai- 
ca Cu rency, for 100 J. Ster/. There was tome other Talk 
upon this Affair, which all ended in Meſſieurs Burrell and 
Brijlowv (but thinks it was Mr Burrell) declaring, that they 
had made an Agreement with the Treaſury already upon 
theſe 'Terms, and that they could not do it for leſs Profit. 
That this Declaration of Mr Burrell's put an End to the 
Debates, and the Meeting, for Lord Cathcart acquieſced in 
what the Treaſury thought fit, as he was under Orders. He 
was a polite Man, and did not choole to ſignify his Diſap- 
probation when it was of no Conſequence : So, on the ſaid 
Declaration, he ſaid he was to be determined by ſuperior 
Powers; but in private Converſation afterwards with this 
Examinant, he wiſhed it had been better. That this Exa- 
minant cannot, of his own Knowledge, ſay what Steps had 
been taken with the Treaſury with Relation to the firſt in- 
tended Inſtructions, nor does he know of any publick 
Notice given by the 'Frealury for receiving Propoſals, nor 
has he heard of any Propoſals from others but Meſſieurs 
Burrell and Briſtow: : But he is not in the Way of I reaſu- 
ry Affairs. 

Being further examined on the 27th Day of April 1742, in 
Relation to the rough Draught of the Inſtructions mentioned 
above, ſaid, That Mr Pelham, in Converſation with Lord 
Cathcart, when this Examinant was preſent, delivered it as 
his Opinion, that the Troops might be ſupplied in the Man- 
ner there laid down, eſpecially as he ſuppoſed that Money 
would be brought into Jamaica by taking of Prizes. 
That the rough Draught was delivered to Lord Cathcart af- 
ter theſe Converſations. That it began with the Style of 
Inſtructions, in the ſame Manner as was cuſtomary to give 
to all Deputy Pay-mallers Abroad, impowering him to take 
up, and draw Bills for the Supply of the Troops, &c. 
"hat it was written in a running Hand, and, as he thinks, 
in two Sheets of Paper, Folio-way, but all the Sides were 


not filled. That as it was to be peruſed by Lord Cathcart 


as a Plan, on which, if approved of, Inſtructions were to 
be formed, there was Room left for Additions and Alterati- 
ons; but that Lord Cathcart finding, that ſo far as it re- 
lated to himſelf, it was complete, and wanted none, neither 
Lord Cathcart ner this Fxaminant made any therein, but 


returned it to the Pay- Office unaltered. That this Exami- 


nant betieves Lord Cathcart's Secretary carried it back, or 
perhaps Mr Pellam's Deputy might call for it. That this 
Lxammant ſaw the final Inſtructions given to the Deputy 

Pay. 
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Pay- maſter, but he only looked over it tranſiently; however An. 16. Geo, II. 
he read ſo much as to be ſure, that the Power of drawing 1742. 
upon the Pay- maſter in Caſe of Neceſſity or Diſappointment, 

. was therein contained, tho' he cannot expreſsiy ſpeak to 

4 thoſe Words. This Examinant adds, That he has been in- 

formed by one of the Clerks of Mr William's Office, that 

Meſſieurs Burrell and Bri/low did enſure the Money they 

ſent to Jamaica, but he does not know at what Rate. 

25 ALEXANDER WilsoN, 


Nu uk. III. 


Eter Burrell, Eſq; being examined in the moſt ſolemn Examination of 
Manner, this zoth Day of April, 1742, ſaid, That Mr Burrell re- 
about the latter End of the Year 1739, going down Stairs —_ 
from the Houſe of Commons, he was asked by Sir Robert nt of rar 
IWalpelc, if he, this Examinant, or his Acquaintance, had Troops, 
any Money in the Northern Colonies. That about Three 
Weeks or a Month afterwards, he told Sir Robert that he 
could not meet with any Perſons, whom he could depend on, 
who had. And Sir Rcbert then replied, he believed there 
would be no Occaſion for any. That as ſoon as it was pu- 
blickly known that Troops were going to Jamaica, this 
Examinant took Occaſion from this Incident to apply to Sir 
Rebert Walpale, and to acquaint him, that as he, this Exa- 
minant, had Correſpondents in Jamaica on the South-Sca 
Company's Account, who were Men of Credit at Jamaica, 
and who had the greateſt Command of Money of any in the 
Place, this Examinant thought he could ſupply the Govern- 
ment as well as any Body, it Money was wanted there: To 
Which the Examinant then received no poſitive Anſwer. 
That after this, this Examinant conſidering with himſelf 
the great Importance of this Aﬀair, he thought it too much 
> Hazard for himſelf alone, and thereupon asked Mr Briſlo tu, 
if he thought it could be undertaken without a great Riſque. 
"That when they had conſulted together, they agreed on the 
Forms on which they would propoſe it, and about the Month 
of June, the Parliament being then prorogued, they waited 
on Sir Robert Ialpole at Chelſea, and made an Offer of 
furniſhing any ſuch Sums as might be wanting for the Pay- 
ment of the Troops, on the ſame Conditions, which were 
afterwards agteed to by the 'I'rcaſury. That Sir Robert 
Ialpole asked them, it thoſe were the lowelt Terms, and 
hoped they would not ask more than what was reaſonable, 
; nur What any Body ſhould complain of. And the Exami- 
3 1742. h nant 


1 * Sub-Governor of ths South-Sca Comnany, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. nant aſſured him, that, upon the beſt Calculation, they 


1742. 


——— 


had not. That he would not take it upon himſelf, but de- 
fired them to make their Propoſals to the Treaſuty. That a 
few Days after this Converſation with Sir Robert Walpol:, 
they did lay this Propoſal before the Treaſury, without any 
Thing elſe paſſing between them and Sir Robert Walpole in 
the Interval ; nor had the Examinant any Converſation with 
any other Lord of the Treaſury before he offered his Propo- 
ſal to the Board. That on Delivery of theſe Propoſals, he 
does not recolle& whether he was called in or no, nor can he 
ſay when he received the firſt Notice of his Propoſal being 
accepted, nor by whom he was informed of it ; but he 
thinks, if any Thing particular had happened on this Occa- 
ſion, he mult have remembered it; nor does he recollect of 
meeting Mr Hanbury Williams the Morning this Propoſal 
was delivered. This Examinant does indeed remember that 
he one Morning met Lord Cathcart, or Capt. Wilfhn, who 
deſired a Meeting at Mr Hanbury Milliams's Office, but he 
is not ſure that this was the Day of his Contract's being 
agreed to, but rather believes it was a Weck or a Fortnight 
after. That the ſame Day this Meeting was deſired, Mr 
Briflow and this Examinant met Lord Cathcart and Capt. 
Milion, and Mr Hanbury Milliams., who came after. That 
this Examinant does not conceive, that Lord Cathcart would 
deſire a Meeting, or could have any Thing to do with this 
Examinant and his Partner, but as Contractors; and there 
tore he thinks this Meeting was after the Contract was paſled ; 
and that he-ſuppoſes the Intention of this Meeting was, that 
Lord Cathcart might be ſatisfied, that the Troops would 
not be diſappointed, but that due Care would be taken to 
ſupply them with Money when Abroad. That at this Meet- 
ing Lord Cathcart talked to Capt. Vin of the Manner in 
which the Troops were to be paid; ſaying to them, that if 
the Troops going to Jamaica were not paid at the ſame 
Rate of Exchange as thoſe from North America, it might 
occaſion Diſcontents, as he remembered a Mutiny had like 
to have happened in Flanders, on the like Account. That 
they ſaid they had nothing to do with the paying of the 
Troops, what they had contracted for, was to deliver the 
Money at ſuch a certain Rate. That this Fxaminant takes 
it for granted, that Lord Cathcart by his Enquiry, wanted 
to know in what Specie the Troops ſhould be paid, and not 
at what Rate the Money was to be furniſhed to the Deputy 
Pay maſter. That this Examinant does not remember there 
were any Diſputes at this Meeting, whether the Contract 
was a good or a bad Contract, or indeed whether there was 
Mention made about it; and he believes at the Beginning of 
the Converſation Lord Cathcart knew of the Contract being 
paſted ; 
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paſſed ; and he is perſuaded that Capt. J//on knew it, be- An. 16. Geo, IT, 
1742. 


cauſe the Gentleman who is gone over Deputy Pay- maſter, 
was informed by the Examinant with every Step taken in this 
Affair, and he was intimate with Capt. Hilſon. That this 
Examinant does not remember to have told Capt. 7 7//on that 
the Contract was paſſed, but if he had met him, he believes 
he ſhould have told him, but he takes it for granted, that it 
was underſtood to be done in their whole Converſation at that 
Meeting; and he does not remember that either Lord Cath- 
cart or Capt. Vin ſhewed any Surpriſe at that Time, on 
hearing it was done; and that he thinks that this Meeting 
with him and Mr Brow, was on the Footing of their be- 
ing Contractors for the Money. That Lord Cathcart asked 
them how they would ſupply the Money ; and they told him 
they would ſend Foreign Gold; but this Examinant cannot 
remember if there was any Lalk about Inſurance, Freight, or 
other Items. That in this Converſation, which he does not 
know laſted half an Hour, many Things of another Nature 
were talked of between Lord Cathcart and Capt. Wil/on, 
as about the Embarkation of the Troops, &c. That tho” 
this Examinant had contracted at 1 20 / he does not recollect, 
that the Rate was mentioned at this Meeting. The Reaſon 
for fixing the Price at 120, was upon the Conſideration of 
the probable Fall of the Exchange at Jamaica, when ſo 
great a Demand muſt be made, upon the Payment of ſo 
large a Body of Troops. That as the Exchange had advan- 
ced ſince the laſt War from 111 to 135, during which Time, 
there not having been any extraordinary Demand for Money 
in that Iſland, the Reverſe might reaſonably be expected when 
a Demand of Money was made, that greatly excceded the 
natural Currency. This plainly appeared upon Col. Bla fe- 
ney's Arrival with but 2000 Men, who, with great Difficul- 
ties, raiſed between ꝙ and 10,090 J. at 120, and could not 
have procured more at above 110, at leaſt that was the De- 
mand from thoſe who had Money by them. In regard to 
the Par of Exchange between Jamaica and London, I am not 
informed by what Rule that Calculation is made, unlels it be 
from the Value they have ſtamp'd on the Silver Specie of 
this Kingdom, a Shilling paſſing there current for Fifteen 
Pence, which anſwers to the Hæchange of 125 J. for 100 /. 
From the Uncertainty of obtaining Money at Zamaica, I 
defired Mr Colebroole to enquire at what Rate he could pro- 
cure Bills on that Place; and he informed me, he could no: 
get Bills at any fixt Rate, not even at 120 /. nor any other 
Price, than what ſhould appear the current Exchange of the 
Iſland, as the ſame ſhould happen 0 be, at the l'ime their 
Bills ſhould appear there. We had then no ocher Reſort, 
1742. h 2 but 
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An. 16. Geo. II. but to ſend out ſome Specie to ſupply the Want of Currency 


1742. 


in Jamaica, and in that there was no Certainty as to its Va- 
lue, as whatſoever was the nominal Price there appeared no 
A&t of Council to oblige any one to receive it ; and the Va- 
luation is ſo out of Judgment that no Man could conceive it 
to be made but by Chance, as a Moida of 27 s. is above 3 
per Cent. higher than a Moida of 36s. in proportion to the 
intrinſick Value of each; which determined us to buy heavy 
Portugal Money of the Bank, not only to prevent any Com- 
plaint, if received by Tale, but to anſwer their full Value, 
if received by Weight. The firſt Parcel ſent being heavy 
Money of 36 s. each, which if had been obliged to ſell at 
Jamaica by the Ounce, would have rendered Loſs inſtead of 
Profit to the Contractors. The Inſurance of this Money was 
at 2 + per Cent. which went by the Men of War with the 
Troops, but we apprehend we had the Riſque of a Devia- 
tion, if the Ships had been ordered to Carthagena, or any 
other Port but to Jamaica, which would have thrown the 
Riſque on us; but if from any Accident the Ship where our 
Money was had not arrived with the Troops, we had then 
been at the Mercy of the Inhabitants, and in ſuch a Caſe, I 
would willingly have compounded for 10 per Cent. Loſs. We 
agreed for one per Cent. Freight, for all but what we ſent 
with the Troops, but we are informed one of the Captains 
has ſued our Agents for a Freight of 2 ; per Cent. The 
Charge of Shipping is put at one per Cent. for the Expence 
of Guards, Iron Cheſts, Servants, and Coaches to attend it, 
and for the Riſque and Charges of ſending the Money in a 
Boat from Port/mouth to St. Helens. 

That in regard to the nominal Value of the Gold Species 
at Jamaica, at a Medium, deduQting the Commiſſion and 
Charges, we allow there doth not remain a Profit of 3 per 
Cent. upon the preſent Contract. That no other Perſons but 
Meſſieurs Burrel and Briſtoxv were conſulted or concerned in 
the Contract, when they firſt engaged in it; that after the 
firſt Imbarkation, and this Examinant believes after the ſe- 
cond, but before the Contract was raiſed to 125 J. Sir Robert 
IWalpole ſpoke one Day to this Examinant and told him, that 
Mr Hanbury Williams had deſired him to aſk the Contrac- 
tors, that a Friend of his, a Wet India Merchant, might 
have a Share in the Remittances. But he added, © Youare 
to do juſt as you pleaſe: I don't afk you to let any Body 
in; for the Contract is your's.' "That ſome little Time 
afterwards Mr Hanbury Williams ſpoke to this Examinant 
and Mr Br:/toww, telling them, that he had a Relation, one 
Mr Hanbury a Weſt India Merchant, to whom he had Ob- 
ligations, and as he had Money and Fffects at Jamaica, he 
deſired he might be goncerned, for the Future, one fourth 

Part 
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Part with them: And ſince that Time he has been accord- An. 16. Geo. 11. 


ingly concerned one fourth Part in what relates to the Pay- 
ment of the "Troops in Mr Hanbury Williams's Office. That 
Mr Hanbury had wrote, as he told the Examinant, to his 
Correſpondents at Famaica, that in Caſe any Money was 
wanting, he might pay it into the Hands of their Agents, 
and receive their Bills for the ſame ; but the Examinant ſaid, 
that though Mr Hanbury wrote, no Uſe has been made of 
it. That before this Sir Robert Halpole never recommended 
any Perſon to be concerned with the · Contractors, nor had any 
Knowledge of any one that was; but that ſome Time after 
the Contract was paſſed, he (the Examinant) aſked Mr Mon- 
ſon, Deputy Pay-maſter to Mr Pe/ham, whether he would 
take one fourth Part of it; telling him, that though the 
Profits might not be great, yet unleſs ſome unforeſeen Acci- 
dent happened the Loſs could not be much. That Mr Mor- 
fon accepted of it, and has one fourth Part of the Contract, 
as far as it relates to the Payment of the Troops in the Ot- 
fice where he is Deputy. And being aſked if Mr Manon had 
any Effects at Jamaica, he ſaid he could not tell; nor had he 
any there himſelf, nor has he (Mr Mon/on) advanced any 
Money, nor has had any Share or Trouble of the Manage- 
ment, but is to ſtand his Share in the Profit or Loſs ; and be- 
ſides theſe, no Perſon elſe is concerned with them, to the 
Knowledge of this Examinant ; that this Examinant did offer 
half his own Share to his Brother, and a Gentleman engaged 
in Buſineſs with him ; but they thought it too great a Riſque 
for them to run. He likewiſe mentioned it to another Gen- 
tleman, who would not accept of it. That theſe Refuſal; 
were very early, before any Thing was done in it, more 
than paſſing the Contract; and that he mentions them to 
ſhew that he thought he had no great Bargain of it. A Co- 
' py of a Minute of the Treaſury lying before the Committee, 
> dated the 29th of January 1740-1. relating to the Refuſal 
of the Agents of the Contractors at Jamaica to ſupply the 


Troops under Col. Gooch and Blakeney with a Sum of Money, 


70 being read to the Examinant, and it being therein ſaid that 
Mx Burrell agrees, that thoſe Troops were always underſtood 


and intended as contained and included in his and Mr Bri- 


: ftow's Propoſal to the Treaſury; this Examinant ſaid, that 
© Minute had miſtaken their Meaning; for their Agreement 
was for the Troops under Lord Cathcart, and thoſe he ſhould 


find at Jamaica; and that this Examinant never underſtood, 


that the Troops under Col. Gooch and Col. Blakeney would 
be included in the Contract betore the Arrival of Lord Cath- 

cart at Famaica. That this Examinant believes, that it was 
about June or July 1741, that he had the firſt Account from 
'* Jamaica of the Refuſal of his Agent's to comply with the 
| Demands 


1742. 
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An. 16 Geo, II. Demands of the Deputy Pay-maſter. That the Contractor 
1742 having Advice from Jamaica, that there was no Money in 
the Ifland, and that it was propoſed, that Notes of Hand 
ſhould have a Currency, they had applied to the Treaſury 
for the Advance of a ſecond Sum; and that in December fol. 
lowing there being a ſecond Imbarkation, they procured 3 
third Sum from the Treaſury on Account of the Convenience 
they had of ſending it. 

And being further examined, this 15th Day of June, he 
ſaid, That Mr Col/ebrooke, the Deputy Pay-maſter, who went 
with.Lord Cathcart, ſupplied the Place of an Agent for the 
Examinant and the other Contractor; and that Mr Col:br::4+ 
had a Commiſſion of one per Cent. only. And, he added, 
that there never had been any Money advanced to the Con- 
tractors, without their delivering a Memorial to the Treaſury. 

Tune 23. | P. Burrell. 


33 of Jobn Briſtow. Eſq; + being examined in the moſt ſolemn 
lating ro the ad Manner, this zoth Day of April, 1742, ſaid, That the firſt 
ating to the ſal . a A 

Contract. Notice he had, relating to the Remittances, was from Mr 
Burrell, who told him, that probably there would be a Con- 
tract for ſupplying the Troops under Lord Cathcart with 
Money; and he thinks Mr Burrell mentioned his having 
talk'd with Sir Robert Walpole about it, but he cannot be po- 
ſitive. That Mr Burrell aſked him, (this Examinant) if he 
would be concerned. To which he agreed; and then, be- 
tween them, formed a Propoſal to be laid before the Lords 
of the Treaſury. That previous to their laying of it before 
the Treaſury, they waited on Sir Robert Walpole, who was 
then at Che//ea, the Seſſions, as this Examinant believes, be- 
ing ended. That in this Propoſal, he thinks, they mentioned 
120 per Cent. as the Rate at which, they would agree to fur- 
niſh the Money. Sir Robert ſaid, that he expected they 
ſhould offer it at a reaſonable Profit, that the Publick may be 
well ſerved. That this Examinant cannot recolle& any other 
Converſation that paſſed, either with Sir Robert Walpole, or 
any Body elſe, before their Propoſal was communicated to 
the Treaſury, nor does he believe that they ſpoke about it to 
any other Lord of the Treaſury. That when it was laid be- 
fore the Treaſury, he does not remember whether they went 
with the Propoſals themſelves, but is inclined to believe they 
did, and that they delivered it to ſome Perſon in Office, who 
Carried it in. That he cannot remember, whether there were 
any Debates about it, nor whether he was called in or no; 
but from a Copy of a Minute of Treaſury lying upon the 
Table before the Committee, he thinks the Propoſals were 
immediately accepted; and he is pretty ſure he had Notice 


+ Deputy Governor of the South-Sea Company. 


of . 
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of it when it was accepted, though he cannot ſay by whom, 
nor can he be ſure that at that Time he acquainted Mr Han- 
bury Williams he had agreed. That he remembers the Meet- 
ing of Lord Cathcart, Mr H. Williams, and Capt. Vin, 
at Mr H. Williams's Office, where Mr Burrell was likewiſe 
preſent ; but he is pretty ſure no Body from Mr Pe/hamn's 
Office was there, and believes it was in Zuly 1740, and be- 
lieves it was after the Contract was paſſed, tho' he cannot ſav 
if it was that Day; nor can he remember who firſt propoſed 
this Meeting, tho' he believes Lord Cathcart ; nor where or 
when the Agreement to meet was made. That the Subſtance 
of the Converſation, at this Meeting, was the Manner in 
which the Troops were to be paid. That Lord Cathcart 
talked about the Pay of the Troops, but this Examinant cn- 
not tell if Lord Cathcart ſuppoſed the Contract to be paſſed, 


or to be only a Propoſal, though he apprehends that the Con- 


tract was then made, and that Lord Cathcart knew it was 
made, becauſe otherwiſe they, as Contractors, could have 
nothing to do with Lord Cathcart, That this Exam inant 
believes it might be poſhble Lord Cathcart might except to 
the paying of the 'Troops at a low Rate. That this Exami- 


* nant and his Partner ſaid in Subſtance, that the Rate the 
Troops were to be paid at was no Concern of theirs. 'That 
their Buſineſs was only to fupply the Money at a certain 
Rate; but this Examinant does not apprehend, that the 


Troops were to be paid at a lower Rate than what they had 


* contracted for. That this Examinant thinks Lord Cathcart 
| defired to know in what Specie they intended to ſend out 
© their Money. That they told him in Portugal Gold. That 
the Contractors propoſed the Rate of 120 /. Jamaica Mo- 
> ney, for 100 J. Sterling, for the following Reaſons ; that 
they were to furniſh Money in a Place where there was not 
much; that thereſore in caſe a conſiderable Sum was demand - 
| ed at once, the Owners of the Money would make the moſt 
Uie of it they could, and lower the Exchinge under the 


Rate of 120 J. at which they had contracted; tor that Colo- 


nel Blakeney, before Lord Cathcart's Arrival, drew on the 
* Pay-Office for a ſmall Sum, and this with Difficulty, as he 
has heard, at or under 120; and had he wanted a larger 


Sum, he muſt have doubtleſs drawn even itil} lower. hat 


this put them under a Neceſſity of {ending out Funds or Mo- 


ney to ſupply the Want of Currency in that Place. That as 


© Men of Buſineſs, it was natural for them to conſider the ſe- 
veral Species of Money, which might be proper to fend thi- 
ther. That in this they found a great Variety. That they 


could not find there was any Law to ſettle the Currency of 


different Species of Coin, and the different Species of Coin 
nere actually at different Proportions of Value in their Cur- 


rency ; 


An. 16, Geo, II. 
1742. 
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An. 16.Geo.IT, rency ; the Guinea in particular being at a lower Rate than 


1742. 


the Thirty-Six Shilling Pieces, and both theſe lower than the 
Twenty-ſeven Shilling Pieces. That this Examinant is not 
ſure, that any conſiderable Sum of Moidores or Thirty-ſix 
Shilling Pieces were there before ; and they were apprehen- 
hve, that the Sum ſent out by the Contractors, which was 
the greateſt Part in Thirty-ſix Shilling Pieces, and the reſt in 
Moidores, might on its Arrival at Jamaica, be reduced to 
an Equalityqvith Guineas ; and in order to prevent in ſome 
Meaſure the Loſs, which muſt attend an Alteration in the 
Value of theſe feveral Species, which was not improbable, 
when the Diſproportion ſhould come to be conſidered in the 
Iſland of Jamaica, the Contractors ſent the major Part of 
the Supply by the Fleet under Sir Chaloner Ogle, in weighty 
Portugal Gold of Thirty. ſx Shilling Pieces, that at all Events 
they might be the Value in Gold. That the Contractors 
ſent their Money on board three Men of War, and inſured 


it; but notwillanding this, they were liable to many Riſques F 5 


and Accidents; for had the Men of War been ordered to 
any other Plaee, this would have been a Deviation from the 


Voyage, and would have vacated the Inſurance; and that 


the very Want of Money at Jamaica, or even what was on 


board one Ship only, though it had not been loſt, would have F 


ſunk the Exchange ; and that this was no improbable Acci- 


dent, for three or four of the capital Men of War were ac- Þ 
tually ſeparated from the Fleet and driven to Lisbon; and 
had the Money been on board either of theſe Ships, the Con- 
tractors would have been under great Diſadvantages, as they 


mult have rais'd it at Jamaica, at a great Loſs ; and as it 
was, all the Money ſent out had, upon the Arrival of the 


Fleet, no more Effect than to raiſe the Exchange to 130, and 
ſmall Sums ſoon after got up to 135 and 140. Soon after“ 


which the Contractors came to a new Agreement at 125. 
That they have deen told lately that the ViRualling and Na- 
vy have drawn at 135 and 140; but this being for Stores, 


and Proviſion is not like Money, but is really no Exchange 
at all. And this Examinant did not inform himſelf of the 


Rates at which the Navy and Victualling drew, when he 


was deliberating about his own Contract. He added, that he | 
has fince been told, that the Independant Companies at 7a- | 
maica are paid at 125. That he believes, that he might 


communicate a Memorial, containing the Reaſons for fixing 
the Currency at 120, to Lord Orford, before this Exami- 


nant's Memorial of the 5th of Febuary laſt was laid before | 
the Treaſury, That ſoon after Lord Cathcart's Arrival, | 
Meilrs. Merexwether and Manning, their Correſpondents, from | 
2 Miſunderſtanding, did refuſe to furniſh Money for the 


Hoops, but the Deputy Pay maſter, Mr Coiebrooke, drew on- 
Mr: 


r , a_Miaca\ ̃—⅝ꝙiũ ..... X eo 
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Mr Pelham. That this Examinant believes, that the Rea- An. 16. Geo, IT, 

ſon of the Refuſal of their Agents, was their thinking they wht ane 
could make a greater Advantage of their Money from the 
Neceſiity of the Public, than what they could get by com- 
plying with our Commiſſion. The Reaſon urged by them, 
was the indefinite Demand of Mr Co/lebrooke, who refuſed to 
ſpecify either the Sums, or the Times when they would be 
wanted. That as the Contractors were to pay the Difference 
of theſe Bills drawn on Mr Co/2broohe, if they had been un- 
der 120 or 125 per Cent. they thought they had a Right to 
thoſe Bills, when drawn at a higher Rate, and they accord- 
ingly took them up and paid them as ſoon as due, with Mo- 
ney they received from the Pay-Office ; but theſe Bills are 
ſill in Diſpute, and our Contract does not ſubſiſt any longer; 
for the Lords of the Treaſury have within this Day or two 
given Order to the Deputy at Jamaica to draw on the Pay- 
maſter : That no Perſons were concerned with them in their 
Contract 'till after it was made; but that now Mr Morgan, 
| Deputy Paymaſter to Mr Pelham, and Mr Hanbury, a Mer- 
| chant, are Sharers. Mr Monſon has One fourth Part of 
what is paid in the Office where he is Deputy; Mr Hanbury 
has from a certain Time been intitled to One fourth Part of 
What relates to the Marines, which are paid in Mr H. . 
*FÞ /iams's Office. That the Offer to Mr Monſon was made joint- 
> ly by the Contractors, on their own Motion, and without 
the Defire or Knowledge, as he believes, of any other Per- 
' ſon whatſoever, and before any Remittances were made; 
and he never offered a Share to any Perſon but Mr Man hon. 
/ E That as to Mr Hantury, Sir Robert Walpole mentioned to 
them, that Mr H. Williams deſired his Relation, Mr lan- 
bury, ſhould have a Part. That Sir Robert had been ſpoke 
to by Mr Villiams about it; but he (Sir Robert) told the 
Contractors, he left it to themſelves ; and it is moſt proba- 
„dle Sir Robert Walpole mentioned this to the Contractors be- 
IF: fore Mr H. Williams ſpoke to them. That neither Mr 
> Monſon nor Mr Hanbury have advanced any Money on this 
ze Affair, nor indeed have the Contractors themſelves properly 
advanced any Money ; fer on delivering their Bills drawn at 


he Sight on Jamaica to the Paymaſter here, he furniſked the 
he Money for them, as is the conſtant Practice of the Pay. Office, 
x whenever Bills of Exchange are furniſh'd payable in foreign 


ht | Parts by the Drawers of ſuch Bills, or by Draughts from 
">|: Jamaica on the Pay Office, to make good ſuch Sums, as 


are raiſed for the Service in the Ifland. 
x And being further examined this Twenty-ſecond Day of 
al, 


Jane 1742, ſaid, that the Contractors allowed to Mr Cate- 
be brooke, who carried out the Money ſent with Lord Cathcart, 
the one per Cert. Commiſſion ; but the further Sums, which have 

N 1742, ö bren 
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An. 16. Geo. II been ſince ſent out, and all other Tranſactions relating to this 


1742. 


Frxamination of 
Mr Hanbury 
Williams, rcelat- 
11g to the ſaid 
Contract. 


Affair, have been managed by their Agents at Jamaica, to 
whom they are to pay two per Cent. 

And further ſaid, that an Action has been brought a- 
gainſt their Agent at Jamaica by Capt. Knowles for 2 +; per 
Cent. Freight, for the Money which he carried out at the 
Time of Lord Cathcart's going on the Expedition, for which, 
as the Examinant is informed, Capt. Az9wles has obtained a 
Verdict; which if the Contractors ſhall be obliged to pay, 
will be a Precedent for other Captains of Men of War, by 


whom Money was ſent out at the ſame Time. 
JOHN BRISTOVW. 


Harles Hanbury Williams, Eſq; being examined in the 
moit ſolemn Manner, this zoth Day of April, 1742, 

ſaid. That on the gth Day of July lalt, as he thinks, being 
in his Chariot, he met Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, who 
told him, that they had made an Agreement with the Trea- 
ſury for remitting Money to pay the Troops, at the Rate of 
1207. Jamaica Money for 100 J. Sterling. That after meet- 
ing Meſlieurs Purrel/ and Briſlow, he went to the Treaſury, 
and he thinks he ſaw Lord Cathcart in one of the Rooms of 
the Treaſury, and thinks he talked of what Meſſieurs Burrell 
and Bri/tow had told him to Lord Carhcart, but he is not 
poſitive. That the ſame Day there was a Meeting at his Ot- 
fice in Scot/and-Yard, at which were preſent Lord Cathcart, 
Capt. Alexander Wilſon, Mr Burrell, Mr Briftow, and this 
Examinant, but he cannot ſay any one elſe in particular: 
He cannot ſay Mr Mon/on was preſent. That this Meeting 
was deſired that Morning either by Lord Cathcart, or by 
Capt. Vilſon, at his Inſtance, but he cannot tell which. He 
thinks they all met at the Treaſury, and went from thence 
to the Office. That the Converſation, which laſted two 
Hours, turned on the proper Means of carrying Meſſieurs 
Burrell aud Briflow's Contract into Execution, and prevent- 
ing the Troops from being diſappointed for want of Money. 
'That he inclines to imagine, that Lord Cathcart knew that 
the Agreement was made. 'This Examinant aſked Meflieurs 
Burrell and Briftow what Money they had ſent over, and 
what Credit they had eſtabliſhed for this Purpoſe ; but that 
this was a Queſtion ariſing from his own Care and Curioſity 
only. That he believes Lord Carhcart ſaid, he had heard, 
that the Exchange in the City was 130 or 135 ; that if the 
'I'roops were paid at 120, the Difference might occaſion an 
Uneaſineſs amongſt them. That what Lord Cathcart ſaid, 
was rather repining and diſliking the low Rate of Exchange 
they had agreed for, than diſputing about it. That in 
conſequence of this Diſlike of Lord Cathcart's, Meſſieurs 
Burrell 
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Burrell and Briſtoav entered into a Detail about Exchanges, An. 16. Geo. II. 
endeavouring from thence to ſhew, that they could not aftord 474. 

to remit cheaper; but this Examinant did not underſtand all 

they ſaid upon this Head. That Meſſicurs Burrell and Bri- 

flow talked of their Agreement as made, but whether at the 

Beginning or End of the Meeting he cannot ſay. That he 

cannot ſay or remember, that Mr Burrell, at the End of the 

Converſation told them, he had agreed with the '['reaſury ; 

nor can he ſay, that he heard Lord Cathcart mention the 

American Troops, as then paid at a higher Rate of Exchange. 


N. B. Charles Hanbury Williams, Eſq; being now at Bath, 
could not fign his Examination, but it was read over to 
the Committee twice, and was found to be agreeable to 
the Minutes then taken. 


Nu uz. IV. 


Ames Knight, Eſq; being examined in the moſt ſolemn Fantnation ot 
Manner this Third Day of May, 1742, faid, That he Mr Knight te- 
lived many Years in Jamaica , from whence he came to lating to the 
England about five Years, and that he has many Effects, jane” Prevange 
Rents, and a Plantation in that Iſland. That when he lived and Lowign. 
there, he acted as a Factor to the Gaince Merchants, and 
has ſold ſeveral Cargoes of Negroes to the South-Sea Com- 
pany, which were paid for in Bills of Exchange at London, 
and had, by his Employments, the Means of being acquaint- 
ed with the Remittance from that Iſland, both in Specie and 
in Bills. That the Exchange between Jamaica and London 
has, for ſeven Years paſt, varied very little, being from 
140 to 135, but generally 140, very few Bills being drawn 
under that Rate, excepting particular Contracts in the Sales 
of Negroes, Eitates, or other Effects, when the Exchange 
has ſometimes been agreed on at 35, and ſometimes at 37 ;, 
the Difference in Exchange being conſidered in the Purchaſe. 
The South-Sea Company in particular ſettled their F.xchange 
at 35 per Cent. at which Rate they drew fer conſiderable 
Sums ; and in Conſideration of the Exchange, and the Num. 
ber of Negroes they bought, they had them at a Price ac- 
cordingly, the Planters paying 35 and 30 per Head, in Bills 
at 40 per Cent. and 38 and 40 J. in Sugars, or other Pro- 
duce of the Iſland ; when the Company, by Means of their 
Bills being at a lower Exchange, furniſhed the Merchants at 
31 and 32 J. per Head, Jamaica Currency. That he has 
now a Bill of 600 J. drawn on the Ordnance at 140, and he 
has had two others of 500 J. euch drawn on the lame Or- 
ice, and other publick Bills as well as private, at the fume 
1742. ; i 2 Kate, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. Rate, within the laſt twelve Months. That the Indepen- 


174%. 


dant Companies conſtantiy draw at 140. as he has heard and 
believes, except one or two Officers, who have had Credit. 
That he believes, before the War, the Bills remitted from 
Famnica to England, including thoſe drawn by the South- 
Sea Company, may have amounted to 100,090 J. per Annum. 
That there are beſides great Sums ſent from thence to Eng- 
land in Specie. That before the War, it was common for 
ſingle Men of War to bring 40 or 50.000 /. from thence ; 
and he believes, including the Money ſent over by the South- 
Sea Company, upwards of 500,000 J. per Annum in Specie, 
was uſually remitted from Jamaica at a Medium before the 
Commencement of the War. That the Specie in Jamaica 
conſiſts chiefly in Span; Coin: There are ſome Spaniſb Pi- 
floles and Doubloons. That there is a Law in Jamaica, 
made about the Year 1681, which aſcertains the Currency of 
Spaniſoꝰ Money, and makes it Felony to diminiſh or falſify it; 
tho' he has known Perſons tried upon the Law, yet it is not, 
in general, much obſerved, the Coin being commonly clipt 
and diminiſhed of its true Weight, and the Portugal Money 
is not included in it, becauſe there was then none upon the 
Iſland, That when this Examinant heard that the Troops 
were going to Jamaica, he enquired how they were to be 
paid; and on being told, that the "Treaſury would contract 
with private Perſons for that Purpoſe, he did himſelf intend 
to make an Offer for the furniſhing of the Money neceſſa- 
ry; but in very few Days he heard, that the 'Treaſury had 
agreed with Mefheurs Burrell and Briftew, at the Rate of 
120 J Jamaica Money, for 100 J. Ster/. That this Exa- 
1minant does not believe, that the Treaſury ever gave Notice, 
that they intended any ſuch Contract. That indeed he 
does not know, that a formal, publick Notice has ever been 
given by the Treaſury on ſuch Occaſions ; but he has heard, 
that in Queen Anne's War, the Treaſury, when they had 
ſuch Contracts in View, have communicated their Intentions 
to Merchants, which was, in Effect, the ſame Thing, and 
was what this Examinant expected in the preſent Caſe ; and 
had this been done, this Examinant believes, that ſeveral 
others beſides himſelf, would have propoſed to have farniſh- 
ed the Government with Money at Famauica. That this 
Examinant would have furniſhed the Money at 130 per Cent. 
proviced he could have obtained the ſame Advancement, 
which he has heard was made to Meſſieurs Burrel and Bri- 
loge; for in Proportion to his Advancement, he propoſed 
to have made his Offer of furniſhing the Troops with Mo- 
ney, otherwiſe he could not have afforded ſuch an Exchange, 
ard ſhould have thought it a good Bargain. That he ſhould 
have thought hunfelf ſecured againſt any Diſappointment for 
the 
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the Want of Currency at Jamaica, by ſending over in An. 16. Geo. II. 
Specie one third Part of what he might be ſuppoſed to want 27 
in Six Months Time; for that he apprehends the only Dif- 
ficulty would have been at firſt, when the People there, on 
the Arrival of ſo great a Number of Troops, might endea- 
vour to lower the Exchange ; that afterwards he does not 
doubt, but he could have contracted with People on the Iſland, 
to have furniſhed the Money at the Rateof 137 J per Cent. or 
by other Means provided the Money to anſwer the Occaſion. 
That if the whole Money was advanced to him here before- 
hand, and he was only to ſend it over, and ſo furniſh the 
Money at Jamaica at the Rate of 130 per Cent. he ſhould 
think that he might make 12 or 15 per Cent. per Annum, of 
the Money which he thus ſupplied, becauſe he could return 
the ſame Money twice in the Compaſs of one Year. He 
added, that he believes the Inſurance of Money on Men of 
War from London to Jamaica might be done at 2 per Cent. 
to pay 84. That the Commiſſion which he pays to his 
Agents at Jamaica lor tranſacting his Affairs, is 5 per Cent. 
but if he was to negotiate 30 or 40,000 /. for the Govern- 
4 ment, he would have done it, when at Jamaica, for 2 4 
fer Cent. with all his Heart; and doubts not but other Per- 
ſeons of Credit and Reputation in Jamaica, would have un- 
dertaken the ſame for the lilce Commiſſion, or leſs. 
James KNIGHT. 


[4 NuMB. V. 
Ta the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, 
May it pleaſe your Lord/hips, 

R Burrell, one of the Contractors for the Remit- Repreſentation 

tances for the Marines to Jamaica, hath delivered from the —_— 
mne Letter hereunto annexed, into the Office of the Pay- 2 0 8 
malter of the Marines; wherein he propoſes that a farther 1074. 3 15 
Sum of 9, 500 J. may be iſſued for Subſiſtance to the Ma- Treaſury, for 
rines going on the intended Expedition. I humbly pray 9, 300 l. 
your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to order the ſaid Sum to be 
iſſued to the Pay maſter of the Marines, for the Uſes here- 
after to be appointed, vix. 


R E N 


/ . J. 
On the Order for 118,214 1 — 7125 
DOa the Order for 33,429 O — 2375 


Pay Office, 23 Sept. 


1740. . 9500 
All aobich is humbly Sabmitted. 


Eomunoy JoxEs, Deputy. 
SIA,, 


—.—ĩüü . ——•— 4 ð 
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0 Sons f HE Troops under the Command of Lord Cathcart 
Mr Barrels being detained ſo long at Port/mouth, that the Mo. 


Letter on the ney ſent by them will become due before they can arrive at 
fame Occafion, Jamaica; we therefore beg Leave to repreſent to you, that 
we apprehend it will be for his Majeſty's Service, that ar ad- 
ditional two Months Pay may be ſent by them, that at all 
Events they may be ſecured from any poſſible Diſappoint- 
ment. 
We therefore beg Leave to requeſt, that a further Sum of 
9,500 J. may be advanced to us, for the better enabling us 
to forward ſuch Supply. 


We are, for Mr John Briſtow and Self, 
Your moſt Humble Servants, 


PETER BURRELL, 
To the Hon. Charles Honbury 
Williams, Paymaſter of 
the Marines. 


London, Sept. 23, 1740. 


PR 


WuirTe-Hari, Treaſury-Chambers, Sept. 24, 1740. 
P R ESE N Ty 


Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Sundon *, 
Mr Earle Þ. 

1 alſo out of the ſaid Funds to the Paymaſter of 

Order for the . i . 
Payment there- the Marines the Sum of 9,500 /. upon Account for the 
of Subtiltance of the ſaid Regiments, to anſwer the Value of 
Bills of Exchange to be given by Meſſieurs Burrell and 
Briflow, according to their Agreement in that Behalf, 


for their furniſhing Money at Jamaica for the Expedition 
under Lord Cathcart. | 


—___ 
1 —— _ ́— —' 


To the Right Honourable the Lox vs Couuissiox ERS of 
His MajzsTY's Treaſury, 


The PRorosAL of Peter Burrell and John Briſtow. 


HAT the Forces under the Command of the Lord 
Propofal of Meſſ. Cathcart intended for an Expedition to the Ve In- 


Burrell and Bri- „ ; " : 
Row to the Lords Jen, having been detained ſo long at Per!/mouth by contrary 


of the Treatury, Winds, it is apprehended, that upon their Arrival at 7a- 
| maica, 


Then Member for Weſtminſter. 
+ Then Member for Malmesbury. 
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maica, a farther Sum will be wanting, than what is already An. 16. Geo. II. 
remitted for that Service to the 24th of December 1740. 1742. 

That they are ready to furniſh their Bills for 12,000 J. 
Sterling, for the Subſiſtance of his Majeſty's Forces under 
the Command of the Lord Cathcar:, from the 25th of De- 
ember 1740, to the 23d of February following, at the Rate 
of 100 /. Sterling for every 120 J. paid at Tamaica in the Cur- 
rency of that Ifland. 

Which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips, 
For John Briſtow and Self, 

London, Sept. 25, PeTEeR BuR&RELL, 


1740. 


E 


WIT E-H ATL, Treaſury- Chambers, Sept. 25. 1740. 
, 
Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Sundor, Mr Earle. 


Lords, upon reading a Memorial from the Pay- Order for Pay- 
maſter of the Forces, dated the 25th Inſtant, for ing them 

carrying on the Subſiſtance of the Forces under the Lord 824 I. 15 8 
Cathcart, from the 25th of December 1740, order 11,024 J. 
155. 54.4 to be iſſued to the ſaid Pay maſter on the Order 
in his Name, for Part of the 200,000 /. appropriated to the 
Extraordinaries of the War, to be appointed towards the 
Service of the Expedition to the Weſt- Indies. 


n 


Wulrr-HaA L, Treaſury- Chambers, Dec. 19, 1740. 
inne, 
Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr Winnington , 


* 


Lord Sundon, Mr Treby . 


Lords agree to a Propoſal now read, of Peter Bur- Andalſo z 10001. 
rell and John Briſtow, dated the Inſtant, for more. 
ſupplying a further Sum of 21,000 /. at Jamaica, for the 
Pay of his Majeſty's Forces gone upon the Expedition with 
Lord Cathcart, finding that the Rate of their Bills is the 
ſame as was agreed to upon their Propoſal of the gth of July 
laſt, viz. in Bills payable in Jamaica at Sight, at the Rate 
of 120 J. Jamaica Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling. And 
their Lordſhips order a Copy of this Minute to be tranſmitted 
to the Paymaſter of his Majeſty's Forces and Marines, ſo as 
the ſaid Sum of 21,000 J. may be iſſued for the ſaid Bills ac- 


cordingly. 
NUMB. 


Then Member of Parliament for Drcitwick. 
+ Then Member of Parliament for Plympton, 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 
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Nums. VI. 


Extratts and Copies of Letters from Bri- 


gadier General Wentworth and Mr 
Colebrooke. 


(4) 


Extract of a Letter from Brigadier General Wentworth, 
ta his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle. 


Jamaica, Jan. 20, 1740-1 

Muſt beg Leave to repreſent to your Grace , that the fix- 
1 ing of the Payment of the Troops at 120 Jamaica Cur- 
rency, will, I apprehend, be attended with Inconveniencies, 
Upon the Money's being tendered to the Paymaſters, great 
Diſcontent was expreſſed by the Officers, and ſome actually 
retuſed to receive it ; of which being immediately apprized, 
J have taken Meaſures to put a Stop to any further Com- 
plaints. But as we ſhall have a Detachment from the Inde- 
pendant Companies who are paid at 125 per Cent. I believe 
it will be difficult to prevent the Diſcontent from getting a- 
mongſt the private Men. As the Exchange is always fluctu- 
ating, the Payment of the Troops according to the exact 
Currency, when their Pay ſhould become due, would be at- 
tended with great Inconveniencies. But was there a proper 


Medium fixt, (even ſo low as 125 per Cent.) I believe all 
would be made eaſy. 


(B) 
Mr COLEBROOKXKE to Mr PELHAM®. 
SIR. King flon, Jamaica, Feb. 20, 1740-1. 


OU will certainly have learnt from Meſſieurs Burrell 

and Briftew, before this Time, that their Correſpon- 
dents, Mereauether and Manning, had declined executing 
their Orders to pay to the Deputy Paymalter ſuch Sums of 
Money, as thoſe Gentlemen had by their Contra& with the 
Lords of the Treaſury agreed to furniſh here for the Service 
of the Expedition ; but it is probable thoſe Gentlemen were 
not informed, that the Motive of that Refuſal was, that 
theſe Factors had a View of appropriating the Profits - 
| ariſe 


+ One of his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
* Pay-maſter Cenetal of his Majeſty's Forces, 
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ariſe by ſuch Supply, to themſelves. What Reaſons they An. 16. Geo, II. 


may have given to their Principals, I cannot ſay ; but at this 
Place, to jultify, or at leaſt excuſe, ſo uncommon a Proce- 
dure, they ſay Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow did not propoſe 
to allow them a ſuihcient Commiſſion or Proviſion ; that it 
was not worth their while to undertake it for a Conſideration 
of One per Cent. to each of them. The Truth is, they 
were dazzled with the Proſpect of getting 15 or 20 inſtead 
of 2 per Cent. and reckoning that a much greater Sum than 
thoſe Gentlemen receiv'd from the Treaſury, in 7, would 
be due to the Forces before they arrived here, finding Nowem- 
ber almoſt out, they made their Calculation, that they ſhould 
be able to ſet their own Price upon what they imagined the 
Deputy Paymalters would be under a Neceflity of taking 
from them. But the further Supply you iſſued to Meſſieurs 
Burrell and Brijlow in September, and for which they gave 
their Bill upon me, has put me in a Condition to anſwer all 
Occaſions hitherto, and dilconcerted all their Meaſures. 

perceived the General iuclined to think favourable of the 
Intentions of theſe Perſons, and yet it was not till the 25th 
of Januar), that he appeared convinced that they never in- 
tended to furniſh Money upon the Account of the Gentle- 
men in England; at which Time Mr Manning declared in 
expreſs Terms, in the Preſence of General Wentworth, Mr 
Stewart, Lieutenant Governor of this Iſland, and other 
Gentlemen, that they would not anſwer Meſſieurs Bartel and 
Briſtow's Credit. This was the 16th Day after I delivered 
Meſſieurs Burrell and Priſtocy's Letters of Credit to them, 
and made my Demand on them. What paſt between me 
and them, and with General Wentww2:th, in that Interim, 
you will pleaſe to ſce by the Copies of the Letters I ſend 
herewith, 

Upon the Refuſal of Mere vwoether and Manning to furniſh 
Money, General Wentworth deſired me to ſtay in this Place, 
and endeavour to raiſe Money for the Uſe of the Troops, 
which I have undertaken, parſuant to the Inſtructions you 
have honoured me with ; and I hope my Zeal for His Ma- 
jeſty's and your Service, will receive your Approbation. 

I have Reaſon to think, that as Merewether and Manning 
expected to ſupply what Money the Troops might have Oc- 
caſion for, at an immoderate Prokt to themſelves, that I hail 
meet with all poſſible Oppoſition from them and their Adhe— 
rents, otherwile I could not have failed of finding all the Mo- 
ney I can poſſibly want for Bills. What the Event will be 
I cannot ſay with ſufficient Certainty, more than that my 
Endeavours will be faithful, and, I hope, citectual. 

Meſſieurs Merexwwether and Manning - cquuinted me the 
gth of Januars, that they had ſo long ag as the End of No- 

1742. K Dember, 


1742. 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
, 1742. 
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vember, wrote to Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtoau, to tell them, 
that whatever Sums were wanted here for the Forces, mult 
be ſent in Specie from England. They knew that an An- 
{wer to thoſe Advices could not well come back to this Iſland 
till April or Ma, and expected in the mean Time to have 
ſupplied Money to the Troops upon their own unjuſt Terms, 
This faithleſs Treatment of their Principals, muſt have aſto- 
niſhed and deceived Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, till the 
Truth comes to be developed by ſubſequent Letters ; and 
upon what you will have heard from them, you have cer- 
tainly been induced to ſend over more Specie, a Thing that 
would have in no Caſe been neceſſary, if theſe Perſons had 
not enter'd into the moſt ungrateful and unnatural Combi- 
nation, to diſcredit their Benefactors, and diſtreſs the pu- 
blick Service; and inſinuating to Brigadier Blakeney, that 
themſelves only were in a Condition to ſupply the Troops, 
which, for the Sake of the Service, as an Act of great Me. 
rit, they would find Means to do at the Rate of 110, this 
Currency, for 100 J. Sterl. 


(C) 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 


King flon, Feb. 24, 1740. 

S 7 R; 

Gave Notice that I had Occaſion for a Supply of Money 

for the Service, and offered my Bills at 130 Jamaica 
Currency, for 100 J. Ster/. and notwithſtanding ſeveral 
Things combine to make Money ſcarce, I have made a Be- 
ginning, and paſſed Bills upon you for 1250 J. Steril. as is 
noted at the Foot. 


L. 500 to Fohn Hamilton, Eſq; Value of the ſame. 
200 to Rebert Wilſon, Value of John Hamilton, 
300 to John Eaſt, Value of Samuel Spofforth. 
100 to Samuel Spoforth, Value of the ſame. 
150 to Jacob Mendes da Coſta, Value of David Bravo. 
L. 1250 all under this Day's Date, payable at three Days 
Sight. Which Sum of 1250 J. Sterl. at the 
Rate of 130, making 1625 J Jamaica Cur- 
rency, | paſs to the Credit of the Right Hon. 
Henry Pelham, Eiq; 


Mr 


X, 
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(D) 
Mr COLEBROOKE wo Mr PEL HAM. 


SIX, Kingſton, Jamaica, March 23, 1740. 

Have now the Pleaſure to acquaint you, that the Combi- 

nation that had been formed here to reduce the Price of 
Bills for the Publick Service to 110, is entirely diſſipated. 
The Confederates lately made a new Effort to put a Stop to 
the Supplies of Money, which they found coming into my 
Hands, by endeavouring to borrow all the Money they could 
hear of ; but I have now happily overcome all Oppoſition, 
and can aſſure you on good Grounds, that whatever Money 
may be neceſſary to be raiſed for the Service, will be found 
here for Bills on you at 130 and upwards. I fay this with 
Confidence from the State and Courſe of the Trade here; 
and I dare venture to adviſe you not to ſend any more Mo- 
ney from England in Specie, upon Account of any Doubt of 
my finding all that can poflibly be wanted for the Uſe of his 
Majeſty's Forces; and I think I am not miſtaken in my 
Concluſion, if a War ſhould break out with France, I ſhall find 
Money at 140 this Currency, for every 100 J. $er/. becauſe 
the Riſque of ſending Money Home will be greater, the 
Premium of Inſurance muſt riſe in Proportion, and People 
will give a greater Price for ſuch Bills of Exchange, as they 
find by Experience are regularly diſcharged. 

Here-under is an Account of all the Bills I have paſſed 
upon you ; the 24th of February, for 1250 /. at 130, is 
1625 J. the gth of March for 2420 J. at 130, is 3146 and 
the 18th of March, for 1285 J. Sterl. at 130, is 1670 J. 10 5. 
for all which Sums I make myſelf Debtor according to the 
reſpective Dates. 


Bills drawn by John Colebrooke, for the Uſe of his Majeſty's 
Forces in America, wpon the Right Hon. Henry Pelham, 
E/q; Pay-Maſter General of his Majeſty's Forces. 


Feb. 24. NO. 1. 500 J. Sterl. Order John Hamilton, Eſq; 

| | Value of the ſame. 

. 200 J. Order Robert Wilſon, Value of 

Tohn Hamilton, Eſq; 
3. 300 J. Order John Eat, Value of Sa- 
muel Spofforth. 
4. 100 J. Order Samuel Sjofforth, Value of 
the ſame. 

5. 150 J. Order David Mendes da Co/la, 
Value of Dawv'd Bravo. 

1250 J. Sterl. at 130, makes Jamaica 

Currency _ 16285 J. 

1742. 1 Marc 


3 


An. 16, Geo. II. 
1742. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. March g. NO. 6. 500 J. Sterl. Order Edward Trelawn 


| "II Eſq; Value of the ſame. 
7. 1207. Order John Hamilton, Value of 
the ſame. 
8. 250 J. Order Pat. Taylor, Value of the 
ſame. 
9. 200 J. Order John Douce, Value of Fob: 


Peete. 
10, 500 J. Order Juda Supino and Son, Va- 
lue of Fac. Pareira Mendes. 
11. Foo J. Order James Douglas of London, 
Value of Murray Crimble. 
12. 300 J. Order James Murray, Value of 
the ſame. 
13. 50/7. Order Fof. Nett, Value of the 
—— ſame. 
2420 J. Sterl. at 130, makes Currency at 
Jamaica, — 3146 % 


Mar. 18. No. 14. 200 J. Sterl. Order Strachan and Wi!l- 
ſon, Value of the ſame, 
15. 200 /. Order Papillonand Benjamin Ball, 
Value of Murray Crimble. 

16. 200 J. Order John and James Porter, 
Value of the ſame. 

17. 100 J. Order Robert de Lap and Comp. 
Value of the ſame. 

18. 80 J. Order James Taylor, Value of 

the ſame. 

19. 130 J. Order Alexander Barclay, Value 

of David Barclay. 

20. 325 J. Order Robert and Fohn Hamilton, 

Value of the ſame. 

21. 50 J. Order Mattheau Cleveland, Value 
of Robert and John Hamilton. 
1285 J. Sterl. at 130, makes Jamaica 

Currency — 15670 J. 10 5. 


Total 6441 : 10 


— 


(2E 
Mr COLEBROOKEwOMIPEL HAM. 
S. 1 . King ſton, Jamaica, May 1, 1741. 


Adviſed you of the 23d of March, of having drawn 
upon you 21 Bills of Exchange, under ſeveral Dates, 
«mounting to 4955 J. Seri. 


1 
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I have ſince drawn 7757 /. 115. 2 4. in other 24 Bills, An, 16. Geo. II. 
as here-under, and make myſelf Debtor for the reſpective 1742. 


Sams under each Date. 
am now quite ſure of raiſing Money at 130 /. and up- 
wards, to any Amount that ſhall he required, provided a 


proper Notice is given. 


Account of BILLS drawn by John Colebroke, upon 
the Right Honourable Henry Pelham, E/; Pay-majtcr 
General, for the Uſe of the preſent Expedition. 


1741. - No. . 
March 24. F 22 3oo Sterl. to Alexander Campbell, Value 


of the ſame. 


} 23 100 to Ditto Ditto 
R to Abr“ Van Iloorn, John Ha- 
millon. 
25 looo to David Tavares himſelf. 
April 6. 726 oo to Pando/a and Paniero them- 
ſelves. 
27 200 to John Ferguſon, Tho. Stratton. 
28 50 to John Hamilton himſclt. 
29 100 Ditto Ditto. 
30 150 Ditto Di to. 
31 400 Daniel Dias Fernandss, A. and 
S. Dias Fernandos. 
32 300 Aaron Louſada, J. and F. 
4. 4. d. Louſada. 
5407 11 20 33 450 Samuel Stork, John Cartin. 
34 1000 Jſaac Fuertado himſelf. 
35 200 Ab. de Fonſeca, M. and A. La 
Mera. 
36 150 Pereira i5 Lima, A. La Mera. 
37 207 11 2 Jacob Brandon himſelf. 
338 800 Daniel Mendes da Coſta himſelf 
59 500 Juda Supino and Son, Jaa 
P. Mendes. 
40 200 Pat. Taylor himſelf. 
841 200 Ditto Ditto, 
April 24. C42 100 IV il!liam Groves himſelf. 
43 200 TJ ac. Mendes da Cofta, Dawid 
850 J. Bras. 
44 350 Tof. Pelander himſelf. 
45 200 Taylor and Jackſon themſelves. 


Which Sums of 1500 /. Sterling, drawn the 24th of 


March, and 5407 I. 115, 2 4. the 6th of April, and 850 /. 
the 
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An. 16. Geo, II. the 24th of April, I paſs to the Credit of the Right Ho. 


1742. 


nourable Henry Pelbam, Eſq; at the Rate of 130 Jamaica 
Currency for 100 J. Sterling, in his Account of Exchanges, 
under the reſpective Dates. 

Jonx COLEBROOKE, 


* 


2 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 


A. Dated Sept. 1, 1741. 

N purſuance of your Command, in the ſecond Paragraph 
I of your Letter of the Twenty-fifth of May, about the 
Diſcontent of the Troops, on Occafion of their being paid 
at the Rate of 120/. Jamaica Currency, for 100 J. Ster- 
ling, it is my Duty to acquaint you, that the Par of Money 
between England and Jamaica is, 


* 1 
Piſtoles at o 16 8 Sterl. 1 3 9g Jamaica 142 
Guineas at — 11 189 1383 
Moedas —— 1 7 — 1189 — 143 
Portugal Pieces 1 16 — 2 10 138; 


To which adding 6 per Cent. for Freight and Inſurance 
from Jamaica to London, the Medium upon Gold is 149 
Pieces of 8, 75s. 3d. per Ounce Jamaica 
5 J. Od. London Par. 13915 
Small Pieces 75. 2 d. 6. 64. 147 

Medium 135 ; to which adding 6 per Cent. for Freight 
and Inſurance as before upon Silver, 1s 143 

I mentioned in my laſt of September 12, that the Officers 
of the Independent Companies here draw for their Pay ac- 
cording to the Courſe of Exchange, now 140, and pay the 
private Men at 125. 

J have learnt, that when the Regiments of Cope and Hay 
arrived in this Ifland, the Aſſembly, in Conſideration of the 
Dearneſs of all Neceſſaries, then paſſed an Act to make 
them an Allowance of Proviſions at the Country's Expence ; 
and I am well informed, that Proviſions are at this Time 
hfty per Cent. dearer than they were then. 

I confirm, that the Officers of the Independent Compa- 
nies, have an Allowance of twenty Shillings, and each pri- 
vate Man five Shillings per Week, for which 10, oco J. is 
raiſed annually by the Aſſembly. 

My Duty requires me to ſecond your Zeal in his Ma- 
zelty's Service to the utmoit of my Ability, in the Depart- 

Ment 
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ment you have pleaſed to honour me with; and it is with An. 16 Geo, II. 
ſoy that I can inform you, that by Occaſion of the great ple yet 
Sum of Money iſſued by you, and brought to this Place in 
Specie, the Combination entered into to diſtreſs me in raiſing 
Money for the Uſe of the Troops by lowering the Exchange, 
has been entirely broken ; and from thence, and the State 
of the Trade to the Spanih Coalt, there is Reaſon to be 
aſſured that the Exchange will keep up to 140, not without 
a Probability of its being raiſed higher by proper Manage- 
ment; and as this favourable Circumſtance may be the 
Means of producing very conſiderable Relief to the Troops, 
by paying them at a higher Rate hereafter ; I hope you 
will look upon it as an Inſtance of my Ambition to make 
my Services agreeable to you, that i offer my ſelf to under- 
take to draw Bills upon you at the beſt Courle of the Ex- 
change. 

The Intereſt of the Merchants ſending Goods to Jamaica 
is againſt the Riſe of the Exchange, but 1 perſuade myſelf 
| ſhall be as ſucceſsful in this Attempt, as I have been 
hitherto in your Service; and I am ſo wel! aſſured of what 
advance, that ſhould you prefer the having a certain Price 
fixt, I am ready to furniſh any Sum of Money wanted for 
his Majeſty's Forces at 135 certain Price, without any 
Charge, and that my Bills bear no lets ferm than four 
Months after Date, or ſixty Days after Sight; and that 


I will not trouble the Office with ſmall Bills, but pals one 


in two Months, or one Month the ofteneſt. 

| IT ſent farther to Mr Pitt, for the Uſe of the Forces on 
Cuba 6285 J. 15 s. by the Defiance, Capt. Trevor, lich ſailed 
” Yelterday. J am, Sir, 

| Your moſt Obediont, and 

Aung ſſon, Jamaica, moſt humble Servant, 

Sept. 1, 1741. Joux ColEZROOKE. 


1 
Mr COLEBROOKE ( MrpPELIAAI. 


1X, Dated Jamaica, Sept. 7, 1741. 
HE Diſſatisfaction of the Officers receiving their Pay 
8 at 120 this Currency, for every 100 f. Sterling, in- 
= Creaſes every Day, and now I have found Means to bring 
the Exchange to 140. they complain of it as a very great 
= Hardſhip. I had formerly repreſented to the General upon 
this Occaſion, that the Price of 120 was fixed by Contract 
ol the Treaſury with Melts, Burre// and Brito, That 
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An. 16. Geo. II. your Inſtructions to me to pay the Troops at that Rate was 
2 in Conformity to that Contract, under the Suppoſition tha: 
it was the moſt that could be obtained. 

That it was not to be imagined, that ypu could order 
the 'Troops to be paid at a higher Exchange than the 
Price fixt with the Contractors; but that as the Contract 
was not anſwered by the Agents of Burrell and Briſtorv, | 
thought it probable I might receive your Orders to pay the 
Troops at a higher Rate, when you were informed of my 
Succeſs in railing the Exchange. 

This I have happily executed, contrary to the Inclina. 
tion and Intereſt of ſome Perſons, and to the Opinion and 
Apprehenſions of others; not only unaſſiſted by the Per. 
ſons, whoſe particular Stations required their ſupporting IF: 
my laudable Attempt, but oppoſed and obſtructed in my 


Meaſures. 
(MH) 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PEL HA 17. 
SIX, King ſton, Jamaica, Sept. 12, 1741. 


Have the Mortification to acquaint you, this Diſcontent 
of the Troops increaſes every Day, the more, as the) 
come to underſtand that the Exchange is brought co 140, 
and that the private Men of the Independent Companie: 
here are paid one Royal, or 7 Pence this Currency for 
6 4. Sterling, which anſwers to 125 Currency for 1000 
Sterling, and the Officer draws his Bills according to the 
Exchange, which is now at 140. Beſides which, the Af. 
ſembly in Conſideration of the Dearneſs of all Neceſſaries, 
allows every Capt. and Lieut. 20 Shillings Currency, and 
every private Man 5 5. a Week additional Pay, called here 
Country Subſiſtance. 5 
his puts the Condition of theſe Independent Companies 
on ſo much better Footing than the Forces on the Expedi- 
tion, that theſe latter are continually expreſſing their Un- 
eaſineſs on the Compariſon, 3 
] can now aſſure you, that you may depend upon my Þ 
keeping up the Exchange to 140, and raiſing whatever 
Sum may be wanted for his Majeſty's Forces, and that Bills] 
upon you will have the Preference of all private Bills, 2 


Mr Þ 
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An. 16. Geo, IT, 
1742. 
9 | 
Mr COLEBROOKE toMrPELHAM. 


1 Kingſlon, Jamaica, Oct. 8, 1741. 
1 SI R, 


1 Here is nothing talked of ſo much among the Officers 
1 of the Army, as the Hardſhip of being paid at 120, 
© when the Exchange is at 140. Every one of them is be- 

come a Calculator, and complains, that he loſes 16 J. 65. 


oa every 100/. For 120 Jamaica Currency is paid with 
1 ® 62 Moidores at 385. 9 d. each; which 62 Moidores is no 
more than 83 J. 14 5s. Sterling, and I have been told, that 
M - moſt of them have wrote to their Friends at home to apply 

for Redreſs, finding themſelves very much ſtraitened in a 


; Place, where every Neceſſary is exceſſive dear. 

As the General ſeems not inclined to order the Payment 
of the Troops, otherwiſe than Sums of Money upon Ac- 
count, notwithſtanding his ſtrict Injunctions to me to be al- 
ways ready, it is probable I may not be obliged to take up 
Menies ſoon ; which 1 ſhall be very glad of, that I may be 
inſtructed by you, whether I am to receive Money from 
Meſſieurs Gray and Woolley, as they now offer, at 125, or 
paſs my Bills to the Publick at 140 ; on which Price, and 

4 my finding all the Money that may be wanted for the Scr- 

. vice, you may hence- forward depend. 

„ 

5 

J. ' 

ne Mr COLEIDROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 

4 

2 Z Kingſton, Jamaica, 12 Feb. 1741 2. 

ad Have received the Honour of two of your Letters of the 

re 18th of 7u/y, and the 1ſt of O. with a Copy of the 
Lords of the Treaſury's Agreement with Meſſieurs Burrell 

es | ard Briſtow. Your Order that it be complied with, has 

in| been already executed, and the Additional 5 per Cent. upon 

n- © all Payments for Subſiflance from the 24th of April, has been 
paid to the reſpective Paymaſters, and the Payments ſince 

ny | the 25th of Dec. made at 125 J. 

er J have this Day paſſed my Bill on you ſor 4800 J. No. 

s 93, at 3o Days Sight, payable to Peter Burrell and John 


Britax, Efqrs. for Value of Meſſ. Gray and Moolley, at 125, 
is 6000 Jamaica Currency. | 


RI. FE 1742, 1 i Extract 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 


Mr Pelham's 
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Extract of a Letter to the Pay-maſter of the Marines, fron: 
his Deputy in Jamaica, Aug. 22, 1741. 
Eneral Guiſe has wrote to Mr Co/ebrooke, that it is his 
Opinion, he ought not to take the Money from Mr 
Gray at 120 for 100 /. Sterling, when he can draw at 139 
and 135. That as the Agents of Burrell and Briſtow would 
not ſupply Money according to the Contract with the Trea- 
ſury, that it is void; and that he ought to keep drawing till 
he hears from Mr Pelham. There is great Murmuring a- 
mongſt the Troops being paid at 120. I think if it had 
been ſettled at 125 /. it would have done better, which 
would have anſwered to the Currency of Silver here, 7 3 for 
6 d. Sterling. 
I don't doubt, but if I was to take all Opportunities for 
drawing, but I could be always ſure of ſupplying at 
130 J. Ec. 


NumsB. VII. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſbbi ps, 
Humbly beg Leave to lay before your Lordſhips, Copies 


Memorial to the I of three Letters lately received from Mr 7 Colebroek, 
Freatury, relat- at Jamaica, the Perſon deputed by me to pay the Troops em- 


ing to the Con- 
tract with Mr 
Burrell, &c. 


ploy'd upon the Expedition to America, relating to the 
Exchange of Monies between London and Jamaica; which 
I thought proper to communicate to your Lordſhips, with 
a Repreſentation of this Affair, as the ſame appears to me. 

That your Lordſhips were pleaſed, by Minute of the gth 
of 7uly 1740, to contract and agree with Meſſieurs Burrell 
and Briſtogu, to furniſh Money for the Payment of the ſaid 
Troops, at the Rate of 120 J. Jamaica Currency, for e- 
very 100 J. Sterling; in Purſuance whereof, my Deputy 
was inſtructed to take up Money from the Agents of the 
ſaid Contractors or Remitters at Jamaica, and draw his 
Bills upon me payable to them for the ſame. 

That upon a Repreſentation from Major General Mut- 
<vorth, Commander in Chief of the Forces upon the ſaid 
Expedition, ſetting forth the Diſcontent among the Troope, 
occaſioned by their receiving no more than 120 J. Jamaica 
Currency, for every 100 /. Sterling ; your Lordſhips were 
pleaſed, by Minute of the 5th of June, 1741, to make a 
new Agreement with the ſaid Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſsotu, 
that the Money ſhould be furniſhed by them, at the Rate of 

125 
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125 J. Jamaica Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling, and that An. 16. Geo. II- 


the Troops ſhould be paid at the ſame Rate. 


1742. 


That my Deputy, upon his Arrival at Jamaica, did ap- — 


ply to Meſheurs Merewerher and Manning, Agents for the 
Contractors, who refuſed to ſupply the Money that might 
be wanted for the Service of the Expedition, at 120 J. Ja- 
maica Currency, for 100 J. Sterling; and that the ſaid Con- 
tractors did upon notice thereof, in the Room of Meſſieurs 
Mereavether and Manning, appoint Mr John Gray, their 
Agent, who made an immediate Offer of all Sums as were 
or ſhould be wanting for His Majeſty's Service ; but, pre- 
vious thereto, my Deputy, apprehending a Combination was 
enter'd into, among ſome monied Men of the Ifland, to 
prevent his getting any more than 110 /. Jamaica Cur- 
rency, for 100 J. Sterling, found himſelf under a Neceſſity 
of making uſe of the Credit and Power given him by his 
Inſtructions, to draw Bills upon me, as Pay-maſter-General, 
at the belt Rate of Exchange that he could obtain; and 
hath actually drawn Bills upon me to the Amount of 29,216 /. 
55. 3 d. at 130, 135, and ſome at 140 J. Jamaica Cur- 
rency, for 100 /. Sterling, and makes no doubt but he ſhall 
be able to draw for all Monies that ſhall be wanted for the 
Service of the Troops, for the future, at 140 /. Jamaica 
Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling; which is confirmed by 
Brigadier-General GC, as his Opinion alſo, in a Letter of 
the 4th of September, a Copy whereof is hereunto annexed. 

That he hath Kept a diſtint Account of the Profit of 
Difference between the Rate, at which the "Troops have 
been paid, and the Rate at which his ſeveral Bills have been 
drawn according to his Inſtructions; but that the ſaid Re- 
mitters have been furniſhed with Money from my Office, to 
take up, and diſcharge the Bills fo drawn by my Deputy 
upon me; they concluding, that by Virtue of their Con- 
tract with your Lordſhips, they have a Right to the ſaid 
Profits or Difference, and expect that the ſame ſhould be 
carried to their Account, and paid over into the IIands of 
their Agents at 7amatca. 

I therefore humbly pray your Lordſhips Orders and Di- 
rections, whether the ſaid Profit, or Differences, ariſing by 
Exchanges, ſha!l be accounted ior and paid to the Agents of 
the ſaid Contractors, or reſerved in the Hands of my De- 
puty, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Publict:. 


IWhich is humbly fubmittcd to your Lord its. 


Pay Office, Horſe Gunrd-, 
. 7 9 * , F 4 


1 2 Brigadier 


An. 16. Geo. II. 
1742. 
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Brigadier GUISE to Mr PEL H AM. 


Kingſton, Jamaica, Sept. 4th 1741. 

S IX, 

Fter the Expedition of Carthagena, I arrived in this 

Place, and had a violent Fit of Sickneſs, that | was 

not in a Condition to ſerve in the Expedition in the Iſland 

of Cuba. I find that Mr Co/ebrooke can have Money e- 
nough at 140 Currency, at Co Days Sight. 

We have had great Number of Officers fick here, and 
tis incredible the Expence they have been at; and they flat- 
ter themſelves, that ſince Money can be had at fo eaſy a 
Rate, they may reap the Benefit of it. I am, with great 
Reſpect, 

S 1 R, 


Tour moſt humble Serwant, 


J. Guis E. 
Nu uz. VIII. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſbips. 


Meſſienrs Burrell E having received, by Order of your Lordſhips, a 


and Briſt.w*'s 
Repreſentation 
to the Treaſury 


relating to their 


Contract, 


Copy of a Memorial from the Paymatiter-General of his 
Majeſty's Forces, dated the 15th of December laſt, containing 
a State of the Tranſactions at Jamaica, relating to the Ex- 
change, and Pay of the Troops there, and referring to ſe- 
veral Letters from his Deputy in that Iſland, dated the 14t, 
7th, and 12th of September laſt ; alſo a Letter from Briga- 
dier General Gui, dated the 4th of September, to all which 
your Lordſhips are pleaſed to require our Anſwer ; in Obedi- 
ence thereto, we beg Leave to lay before you, in the firit 
Inſtance, the Reaſons upon which our Contract was founded 
in its original Price of 120, and Augmentation afterwards 
to 125. The Rule for fixing any Price of Exchange could 
only be found by the Probability of the Rate at which 
Money might be raiſed in Famaice ; and in order to attain 
that Knowledge, we endeavoured to procure Bills here on 
Jamaica, but could not ſucceed even at :20 J. It is well 
known the Iſland of Jamaica has no Species of its own, but 
is ſupplied chiefly, if not entirely, by what it draws from 
the Spani/h Weſt-Indies for Balance of Trade, and of this a 
very ſmall Quantity does or can remain in the Ifland ; for 
this Reaſon, becauſe Silver, in which that Balance is paid, 
bears a. higher Price in Fxgland, in Proportion to the Ex- 
change, than it does at Jamaica; and the Currency of the 

ilind 
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Illand is ſo inconſiderable, that it is extremely difficult to An. 16. Geo, II. 


recover Debts of any Kind, but in Sugar, or ſome other 
Produce of the Plantation. 4 

The Par of Exchange between England and Jamaica is 
deemed to be 125 J. for every 100 J. Sterl. but as the Exchange 
between any two Places depends upon many Contingencies 
and Incidents, no fixt Price or Courſe can be aſcertained, but 
as more or leſs Money is to be paid at one Place or the other, 
it muſt eternally vary. The Exchange might be at 125 or 
higher, whilſt the Iſland of Jamaica remained on the ſame 
Footing with regard to England, which it had been for ma- 
ny Years; but the Moment England was obliged to pay ſo 
large a Sum in Jamaica, for Subſiſtence of the Troops, the 
Caſe mult alter, as it did with regard to Colonel Blakeney, 
who, before the Arrival of the Forces under General Hent- 
aworth, could, with Difficulty, raiſe a ſmall Sum for Subſiſ- 
tance of the American Regiment at 120 ; and had not this 
inevitable Conſequence been foreſeen by us, and the Money 
for the Whole to have been raiſed upon the Iſland, no Man 
can ſay at what Rate the Perſons in Poſſeſſion of the Cur- 
rency would have given it, or what Price the Exchange 
would have fallen to; but if a Judgment may be formed 
from the above Inſtance, it muſt have been greatly under 
120. The Pay of ar Independent Company cannot bear a 
Parallel with the preſent Caſe, as there is no Proportion in 
the Sums to be raiſed. Upon theſe Conſiderations it became 
incumbent on us, for the publick Service, as well as fo; our 
own Safety, to remove the Difficulties, which attended the 
railing the Money there. And the only Expedient left to 
avoid the Impoſition of the Perſons, who were in Poſſeſſion 
of the Currency, was to provide a new one, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, independent of them. This we did, by ſending out, 
at our own Riſque and Charge, the proper Funds for that 
Purpoſe. And your Lordſhips were pleaſed to direct the 
Payment of a Sum of Money to us, upon our furniſhing the 
Paymaſter-General our Bills at Jamaica for the Amount; 
which was accordingly done, and the Bills punQually dif- 
charged. The Receipt of this Money at Famaica had the 
defired Effect, as it broke a Combination, which was actual- 
ly entered into, to lower the Exchange and diſtreſs the Ser- 
vice, and by which Monies were ſoon raiſed by Draughts 
ſrom thence at 130, which enabled us to alter the Price from 
120 to 125. 


And as this Monev was the ſole Cauſe of ſupporting the 


Exchange in the Beginning, ſo to that, together with what has 
been fince ſent out, and the great Reduction of the Pay 
trom the fatal Mortality among the "Troops, mutt be attri- 
buted the further Riſe of the Exchange to 135, and 140. 

Abd 


1742. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. And we beg Leave to remark, that had the Money ſent out 
1742. by us miſcarried, the Exchange muſt have been governed by 
the arbitrary Will of the Perſons poſſeſſed of the Currency 

of the Iſland. 

Meſhneurs Merewether and Manning, whom we appointed 
our Agents at Jamaica, did refule to comply with a De. 
mand made on them by Mr C7/ebrooke, for the immediate 
Payment of a Sum of Money, and alſo what might be fur. 
ther wanted for the Service of the Expedition, at 120 ; and 
the Reaſon alledged for this Refuſal was, Mr Colebrooke's ab- 
ſolute Denial of their Requeſt to be informed what Part of 
the Money brought out by the Deputies, had been iſſued, 
what Sums were then wanted, and what Sums would be ne- 
ceſſary from Time to Time to be raiſed fof carrying on 
the Service. This Denial of Mr Calebroode, and his peremp. 
tory Demand without Limitation, we conceive mult have 
been calculated to deter our Agents from the Execution of 
our Orders, and he thereby get the Tranſaction of the 
whole Affair into his own Hands. 

As ſoon as we received Notice of what had happened be- 
tween the Deputies and Meſſieurs Merewether and Manning, 
we made an Alteration in our Agency, acquainting your 
Lordſhips therewith, and in the Room of the former ap- 
pointed Mr o Gray our Agent, who made an immediate 
Ofger of all ſuch Sums as were or ſhould be wanting for hi: 
Majelty's Service, at 125, agreeable to a new Engagement 
we had entered into with your Lordſhiyps. 

As Mr Colebrooke could no longer pretend Refuſal on the 
Part of our Agents, of the Payment of any Sum of Money 
which he ſhould require, he pleads the want of Orders, and 
that our Contract was at an End, notwithſtanding Notice 
v/as given him of the new one made with your Lord- 
ſhips at 125, and under theſe Pretences he refuſed to accept 
of the Offer made him by our Agent, and continues to draw 
himſelf on the Paymaſter-General. 

The Aſſurance that Mr Co/ebr294e gives to the Paymaſter- 
General, that the Exchange muſt be kept up at 140, appears 
to us molt extraordinary, as we think nothing in Nature 
can be more precarious or uncertain than the Courſe of tha: 
Exchange. | 

The Computations made by Mr Co/ebrooke in his Lettc: 
of the 11t of September are erroneous in Part, and extrer2cly 
fallacious in the whole. Piſtoles, inſtead of the Price uhich 
he mentions of 16 5s. 8 4. are not to be bought under 1 
2 d. and Moidores of 27 s. not to be found for auy large 
Sum, the Non-Coinage of this Particular Specie for many 
Years having render'd it very ſcarce. The Addition ot © 


t » 


—_— 1— =. „3% O a,Jmo — a—cU 3 


ed dS 


is 


©. 


0 
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fer Cent. to this Computation for Freight and Inſurance An. 16. Geo. II. 


from Jamaica to London, is placed directly contrary to 
what it ought to be. It is a neceſſary Charge upon the 
Remitter, who ſends it from hence, and at whoſe Expence 
it got thither, and by which Means alone the Exchange 
bears any Price at all. His Computation on Silver is equally 
erroneous ; the Price which he mentions to be 5 5. 6 4. in 
England, has been, fince the Commencement of the War 
with 5pain, and will probably remain ſo during the Conti- 
raance of it, from 55s. 7 d. to 55s. 74d. for Pieces of 
Eight, and fo in Proportion for {mall Pieces, which upon 
a Medium of 75s. 3 4. and 7s. 2 d. Jamaica Currency, 
forms an Exchange of about 128 4 per Cent. 

Mr Colebrooke, to complete the whole, ventures, in his 
Letter September 7, to write to the Pay-maſter General, that 
by his Succeſs, his Majeſty's Troops had been ſupplied 20 
to 30 per Cent. better or cheaper than they would have 
been by our Agents. In order to give your Lordſhips all 
the Light in our Power, we beg leave to lay before you 
the real State of the following Species mentioned in Mr 
Colebrooke's Letter, in reſpect to their Price here, their Va- 
lue in Tamaica, and what the Produce is to the Remitter, 
after Deduction of the Charges they paid for the ſame, wx. 


Piſtoles at 17 s. 2 d. each Sterl. paſs in Jamaica at 1/7. 25. 


9 4. is for 100 J. Sterl. 1083 
Jamaica Currency. 

Guineas at 14. 15s. Ditto. 1 8. 94. 13612 

Moedas at 1 7 Ditto, 11 18 9 143; 

Ports 3 Ditto. $430 138! 


The Medium of the above Species produce for every 
100 J. Sterling Jamaica Currency about 1394 
Deduct there out the following Charges paid by us on 
Remittances to Jamaica: 
L. 1 per Cent. Shipping and other Charges in England. 
2 + fer Cent. Inſurance. 
1 per Cent. Freight to Jamaica. » 
3 per Cent, Commiſlion we pay in Jamaica. 


L. 71 per Cent. Computed on 1394 the above Medium 


129 
The Price contracted for now being 100 J. Sterling for 
125 Jamaica, deduR the ſaid 125 


Then their remains a Profit, Jamaica Currency the Sum 
of JJ. on 139 r not quite 3 per Cert. which we preſume 
will not be thought by your Lordſhips unreaſonable, con- 

ſidering 


1742. 


An. 16. Cœo. II. 
1742. 


Mr Daniel's Let 
ter relating to 
the Corporation 
of Colcheſter, 
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ſidering the Truſt we are obliged to put in Agents, at tha! 
Diſtance, and the great Hazard that attends all Tranſacti. 
ons in thoſe Parts; to which we mutt again repeat, that 
as the Riſe of the Exchange was entirely owing to the 
Money ſent only by us, had that Money miſcarried, we 
muſt have felt the Inconveniency of a want of Currency for 
the Subſiſtance of the Troops, and been expoſed to the 
Mercy of thoſe Perſons, who were engaged in a Combina- 
tion to make their Advantage of it, and the Profit now 
made, no way equal to what we mult in that Caſe have 
{uffered. And this leads us to take Notice of what the Pay- 
maſter General deſires in his Memorial, that your Lordſhips 
will give Orders, and Directions, for diſpoſing of the Profits 
for Difference by Exchange, on the Bills drawn upon him 
by his Deputy. As we humbly conceive by our Contract 
with your Lordſhips, we engaged and obliged ourſelves to 
furniſh the Pay of the Troops, at a certain Rate, and had 
the before-mentioned Combination taken Effect, and the 
Exchange thereby fallen under that Rate, or the Fund: 
ſent out been attended with Loſs, ſuch Difference or Loſs 
muſt neceffarily have been borne by us. Therefore we 
humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhips, that we are in Equity 
entituled to the Profit, that ſhall ariſe from ſuch Draught, 
and that the ſame be carried to our Account and paid over 
to our Agents at Jamaica. 

Peter Burrell. 

Jobn Briſtow. 


NU M3. IX. 
J R. 


8 

Neloſed is the Affidavit as deſired. I ſhould be glad to 

know how the Petition ſucceeds for Coſts out of the Ju- 
ſtices Fines. 

am exceeding ſorry for the Death of Mr Lanwtor. 
Where to have ſuch another for publick Affairs, I am at a 
Loſs. Sure I am, had he been living and well, our Com- 
miſſion of Juſtices would have been determined one way or 
other, c'er this Time. If you have any Intereſt, I beg 
you would preſs it ſtrongly. With it, the Corporation 15 
our's ; without it, it is hazardous, and will be attained 
(if ever) with great Difficulty. 

beg you'd proceed no farther in any of the Motions 
you and I are and have been coneerned in, than Mr Brook:+ 
bank anſwers Payment for both to you, and me, who am, 

S R, Your humble Servant, 

WILLIAM DAN IEA. 
My Clerk was in London, when 

I firff received your Letter for Colcheſter, 

the Affidavit. . Jan. 17, 1740. 


y 10 Sed [ CL. 
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NUMB. 


89 
. 


An ACCOUNT of all Sums iſſued for Secret Service. or 
for his Majeſty's Immediate or Special Service, the Money iſlucd 
to his Majeſty's Privy Purſe excepted, or to reimburſe Expences for 
his Majeſty's Service, diſtinguiſhing the Cauſe aſſigned for iſſuing the 
ſame, the Time when, and Perſons to whom the ſame has been 
iſſued, from the Toth Day of February 1731, to the 10th Day of 


February, 


Sums iſſued for;Sums iſſaed for 


1741, diz. 


his Majeſty's his Majeſty's 


Secret Service 


| 


Sums iſſued to 
reimburſe Ex- 
pences. 


iſſued. 


n 


The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued. 


„„ 


2016 6 © 


Service, or ſpe- 
cial Service. 
. 3. 
loc00 O o 
2000 © © 
199 11 6 
3961 6 8 
2700 © © 
2000 © © 
1050 OO o 
427 17 of 
2231 4 6 
3000 © o 
2000 © 0 
5000 o © 
2000 © o 
615 18 4 
1200 0 © 
$330 28-0 
11000 © o 
3000 © 0 
2000 © © 
$358 13 6 


5 July 1739 
29 Aug. 1741 
27 Mar. 1732 
20 Apr. 1733 

Aug. 1732 
15 Jan. 1732 
27 June 1733 
13 July 1734 
30 Sep. 1738 
15 Dec. 1736 
30 Sep. 1738 
23 Dec. 1736 
23 Aug. 1737 

6 Sep. 1737 
14 OR. 1741 
6 Apr. 1734 

7 Feb. 1739 

5 Feb. 1740 
21 July 1741 
4 Jan, 1741 
26 Oct. 1737 
4 Jan. 1741 
27 Apr. 1734 
17 Jan. 1736 
29 Apr. 1738 
22 Jan. 1738 
22 Apr. 1734 
14 Oct. 1741 


9 July 1739 


1742 M 


—— 


Richard Allen 
Robert Adams, Gt. 
Thomas Bowen 

ditto 
Samuel Buckley 

ditto 

ditto 

ditts 

ditto 
John Barnaby 

ditto 
William Blair 
Edward Bryant 

ditto 
Tho. Burton, Eſq; 
William Catton 
Abraham Caſtres 
Geo. Campbell, Gt, 
Henry Carleton 
George Denton 
John Egerton 
Francis Edwards 
Thomas Ford 
Abraham Farley 
Will. Frazier, Gent. 
Ardrew Forſter 
William Farmer 
Will. Framming- 
ham, Eſq; 


Thomas Gibſon 


14 May 1737 John Hall, Eſq; 


dow. 


W — ꝶ10ů‚àA— 


— * 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for;Sums ifſued to The Time when{Perſons to whom ily}, 
his Majeſty's | his Majeſty's | reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
Secret Service. Service, or ſpe- pences. 
cial Service. 
// S005 $44 
12000 © © 30 Mar. 1738 Joſcph Hardiſty 
743 19 © is Dec. 1738|Will. L. Harrington 
y 2000 o © 4 Jan. 17410 Rich. Harriſon, Eq; 
5000 o © 26 Oct. 1737jRobert Jackſon 
3800 © o 12 Jan. 1739 William Johnſon 
4000 o o 13 May 1740 Will. Jeſterſon, Eſq; 
1981 46 26 June 1740 Will. Jackſon, Eſq; 
428 12 © 6 Sept. 1737 Peter Leheup, Eſq; 
2110 13 © 11 April 1739 ditto 
500 © ©/11 Mar. zi Thomas Lowther 
1000 o 0122 ditto ditto 
1500 o 29 dit. 1732 ditto 
1000 © 0j20 April ditts 
1000 o oſig May ditto 
500 o oſꝛò ditto ditto 
1500 o o| 8 June ditto 
500 o o 1 July citto 
1000 O oſ⁊2 ditto ditto 
500 © o| 9 Augult ditto 
1000 oO oſj1g ditto ditto 
ooo o 0[20 September ditto 
1000 o 0[lg October ditto 
1500 © of 6 November ditto 
| 500 © oi December ditto 
1000 © 0130 ditto ditto 
| 1000 © o[12 January ditto 
1000 o o 8 February ditto 
1000 © ©[28 ditto ditto 
1000 o o[22 March ditto 
1500 o 17 Apr. 1733 ditto 
1000 o o 2 June ditto 
500 © oflg ditto ditto 
| 2500 © ©1390 ditto ditto 
| $500. © o 2 July ditto 
| 1:99 © c[14 Augult ditto 
1090 g <[15 ditto ditto 
500 © -/ 11 September ditto 
1000 o ©| 2 Ottober ditto 
| 1500 © © 19 ditto ditto 
ic © ©} 16 November ditto 
| 1000 oO o iq ditto ditto 
| 1000 o oi December ditto 
| 100 © of 4 January | ditto 


Sum: 


Ch” 
E 4 
ee 


ifs Majeſty's 


8 


Sums iſſued for 
his Majeſty's 
Service, or ſpe- 


sums iſſued for 


Secret Service. 


Sums iſſued to 
reimburic Ex- 
penccs. 


iſſucd. 
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The Time when Perſons to whom 1Tuxd, 


| 4 3 


m 


. 
2000 
1000 
1000 
2009 
2500 
2000 
2000 
1000 
2500 

5OO 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1500 
1500 
1 500 
i 000 
3900 
1500 
2000 
1500 
2500 
2000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
1000 
2000 
1000 
1500 
1500 
15co 
I 500 
1000 
1500 
I 55 YN 
2000 
I 000 
1200 
10880 


153 


Garen —1 


2 


— 


17 January 
26 ditto 

22 February 
26 Mar. 1734 
11 April 

3 May 

13 ditto 

10 July 

8 ditto 

7 Auguit 

24 September 
8 October 
25 ditto 

6 November 
12 Decemb. 
4 January 

17 February 
26 ditto 

19 April 

16 May 

14 June 

10 July 

20 Auguſt 

27 ditto 

5 September 
26 ditto 


| 20 Ottouber 


7 November 
20 December 
3 February 
5 ditto 

4 Mar. 1735 
10 April 1736 


3 June | 


Q ditto 


0130 ditto 
[it Augilt, 


6 ( taber 


io November 
is December 


ooo soo ooo ooo oOo 0 0 0s %—s 0s OOO OoOoOoOoO ooo Oo o 00 0 o, 


18 January 

19 February 

29 Mar. 1737 
m 2 


Thomas Lowther 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditta 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Citto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Sums iſſued for 
his Majeſty's 


Service, or ſpe- 


Sums iſſued for 
his Majeſty*s 
Secret Service. 


Sums iſſued to 
reimburſe Ex- 


pences, 


APPENDIN t the Fatther Report, &c. 


The Time when {Perſons to whom iſſued, 


— 


J. 
1500 
2000 
2300 
2000 
1500 
1500 
2000 
1000 
2000 
1000 
1000 

500 
2000 
1000 
2600 
1000 
I 200 
1000 
1500 
1 000 
1200 
I 500 
1500 
3500 
I 000 
10900 
3500 
2000 
1500 
2000 
1000 
1500 

200 
1500 
1300 
3110 
2000 
20CO 
1000 
500 
ICCO 


— 


1592 


O * 


0 o 
eo Gen 


0000000000000000 


7 Apr. 1739 


2 April 1740 


23 Auguſt 


6 Novemb, 


9 February 


5530 Wo Wo OoOoOoOoO OOo OOO oo oo oo Oe 222222 


7//ͤ Pee 


— — 


1 March 


rr 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Thomas Lowthes. 


Sum: 
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q Sums iſſued for 
7 his Majeſty's 


Sums iſſued for 


his Majeſty's 


ums iſſued to 
reimburſe Ex- 


The Time hen 
| iflued, 
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Perſons to whom iſſued. 


q J. 


Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| pences. 
cial Service. 
1 „ & - 8%: . 
50 © ens Apr. 1741 Thomas Lowther. 
| icoo © cj21 May ditto 
100 © of 2 July ditto 
500 © of 4 ditto Citto 
2000 © ot ditto | ditto 
1000 © 0of20 Augull ditto 
1500 o September ditto 
2000 © 0130 Dec. ditto 
2000 © 0j21 January ditto 
2400 © © 2 July 1733/George Middleton. 
5000 © © 30 Apr. 1734 ditto 
1675 © © 22 Apr. 1735 ditto 
1966 12 0 20 Oct. 1735 ditto 
2090 19 of 3 July 1736 ditto 
2090 19 © 23 Dec. 1736 ditto 
2090 19 0 11 May 1737 ditto 
2090 19 0 28 Jan. 1737 ditto 
2090 19 © 27 July 1738 ditto 
2090 19 © 3 Feb. 1738 ditto 
2090 19 0 19 May 1739 ditto 
2090 19 © 25 Oct. 1739] ditto 
500 © of11 Aug. 1735 William Marſhal, 
3030 © © 4 Mar. 173%) Thomas May. 
243 Oo of 7 June 1746) Horatio Mann, Efq; 
5 32 18 c{39 Sept. 1735,James Payzant. 
638 16 © 25 Oct. 173% Danie! Prevereau. 
96 "a 19 Jan. 1736 ditto 
256 15 ©] 4 Oct. 1738;]. Burnaby Parker, 
469 © ©| 5 Sept. 1741 ditto ¶ Eſq: 
1000 © of 4 Mar. 1731 Nicholas Paxton. 
1500 © of24 Apr. 1732 ditto 
1000 o of17 June 1732 ditto 
1000 © c[19 Auguſt ditto 
1200 © ©| 4 October ditto 
2000 © 9022 January d itto 
1000 © of 2 June 1733 ditto 
1000 o 0©|2z ditto ditto 
1200 © 0130 ditto dito 
1000 o oz; Cdober ditto 
1000 o G20 November ditto 
1200 © of 4 January | ditto 
1000 © 7 March dito 
100 © © 9 May 1734 ditto 
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| Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Sums ifſued to[The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued, 


: a Wh” Ss 
e 1 


his Majeſty's i his Majeſty's reimburſe Ex- iiTued, 
Secret Service. Service, or ſpe-; Pencecs. 
cial Service. 
J. J. 4. 4 = 4. J. 4. a. 
1000 © 0/26 July Nicholas Paxton | 
500 © of 2 October ditto [ 
1200 © o| 6 November ditto 5 
1000 o 0,77 ditto ditto 
1500 © O22 Apr. 1735 ditto 
1000 o v[17 May ditto N 
1000 o ol1o July ditto 4 
1000 © of 83 Nov. ditto | 
1000 o oz December ditto 
1500 Oo o 18 February ditto 
1500 0 o 11 March ditto 
1000 o oi June 1736 ditto 
1000 o of17 July ditto 
1000 o 31 Auguſt ditto 
| 1000 © of 4 October ditto 
| 1500 o o 3 November ditto 
1000 O of 3 February ditto 
2000 oO of15 March ditto 
2500 o o[30 Apr. 1737 ditto 
1500 © g July ditto 
1500 © of-4 September ditto 
1000 o | December ditto 
of i500 © of February ditto 
1500 © of23 June 1738 ditto 
1500 © of12 July ditto 
1500 © * 4 October ditto 
2000 © 2 ditto ditto 
1:00 o of19 February ditto 
1000 © of 4 March ditto 
1500 © o-0 May 1739 ditto 
t500 oo Auguſt ditto 
1000 o gz“ October ditto 
1500 © of} 1 March ditto 
? 1500 o of39 May 1740 ditto 
1:00 © of 7 October ditto 
1500 © ce December ditto 
| 2000 © c 4 July 174; ditto 
| 1009 o dt Augoſt ditto 
2600 o c'9 Jan. 1741 ditto 
$899 © 0 8 Mar. 1-31] William Richards 
5000 o Mi 15 April 1732 ditto 
2-00. © of ; Auguſt ditto 
2100 oo 31 October ditto 


Sum 


sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for 
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Sums iſſued to 


The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued. 
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his Majeſty's his Majeſty's | reimburſe Ex- illued, 
Secret Servise. Service, or ipe-| pences, 
| cial Service, 
JVC 
2065 o 0 22 Feb. 1732 William Richards 
3000 © o 5 May 1733 ditto 
2700 © o I 16 Aug. ditto 
15000 © o 28 ditto ditto 
2000 © © 17 September ditto 
1000 © O 21 November ditto 
3800 © o 9 Mar. 1733 ditto 
3722 ©00 12 July 1734 ditto 
300 o 0130 July ditto 
1276 10 6| 8 January ditto 
428 12 of 13 February ditto 
1812 © 0[27 ditto ditto 
3004 o 0[22 April 1735 ditto 
booo o 0119 May ditto 
1476 O 0| 5 July ditto 
862 16 o 7 November ditto 
5452 00 25 Feb. 1731 John Scrope, Eſq; 
5810 o o 22 March ditto 
4800 © o 19 Apr. 1732 ditto 
5990 o o 2 May ö ditto 
6700 © o 13 ditto ditto 
6800 o 0 2 July ditto 
6678 © o 28 ditto ditto 
5000 o o 16 Auguſt ditto 
5905 o o 17 ditto ditto 
2000 o o 16 September ditto 
7255 0 o 19 October ditto 
109000 o o 31 ditto ditto 
7600 © o 23 December ditto 
1200 © 0 19 January ditto 
6222 0 0 5 February ditto 
5160 o o 2 March ditto 
5450 o o 7 Apr. 1733 ditto 
4800 0 o 5 May ditto 
7100 0 o 23 ditto ditto 
7700 © o 8 June ditto 
5400 © o 21 ditto ditto 
11500 0 o 28 ditto ditto 
7610 ᷣ oo 2 Auguſt ditto 
ooo o o 14 ditto ditto 
10000 o o 22 ditto ditto 
5493 o 0 19 September ditto 
6399 © o 10 October ditto 


— — — 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for 
his Majeſty's 
Service, or ſpe- 


his Majeſty's 
Secret Service. 


| 


reimburſe Ex- 
pences. 


J. 
6876 
6067 
6000 
6850 
7328 
7822 

10300 
7650 
2000 
5250 
6800 
6732 
6000 
4513 
6621 
6059 
$750 
5000 
1500 
5300 
£459 
2600 
7900 
ooo 
7200 
G500 
7500 
5165 
5090 
6471 
7000 
6400 
6500 
8500 
8725 
7750 
5300 
6450 


Noooo0 00 goo ogcooongooooooogoooeeocordos5 


0003000000000 


+» 
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= 
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XI 


eeeeeeeeeeeee2ee 


©0009 
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2eeeeeeeeaQooooooOo Oo 0 


0 


13 Sept. 


1 ued 


| | 
o Nov. 1733 John —_ Eſq; 


22 Decemb. 

12 January 

19 ditto 

11 February 
9 March | 


3 Apr. 1734 
22 ditto 

2 May | 
6 June 

12 July 
26 Auguſt 


3 Ottober 
6 Nov. 
ro December 
5 Feb. 
27 ditto 
26 Mar.1735 
22 April 
12 May 
19 ditto 
28 June 
6 Auguſt 
16 ditto 
30 ditto 
39 Septemb. 
20 October 
8 Novemb. 
16 Dec. 


3 January 


29Mar. 1736; 
17 April 
13 May | 
27 ditto 

3 July 
6 Auguit 


6 Nov. 


| 


' 


| 


217 Jarunry 


'15 Septem. 
15 October 


4 Dec. 


25 Feb. | 


'Sums iſſued to The Time when Perſons to whom iſſuci. 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
d'tto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


ditto 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


. 


: 


Sums iſſued for 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued to- 


The Time when 


his Majeſty's | his Majeſty's | reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| pences. 
cial Service. 
VVV 
1000 o o 
4390 © o | 4 March 
6320 0 0 9 April 1737 
8259 00 27 May 
7790 o o 20 june 
6200 0 o 7 July 
8059 © o 17 Aug. 
500 o o 5 September 
2523 0 © 30 December 
3557 10 0 26 October 
4690 17 © 3 Dec. 
2861 o o 22 ditto 
12000 o o 7 January 
4560 00 11 February 
3941 0 o 8 March 
5244 12 © 112 Apr. 1738 
6959 o 0 io May 
7250 00 31 ditto 
4300 © o 7 July 
8000 o o 10 Auguſt 
5800 o o zo September 
11000 o o 13 October 
6890 o o 6 November 
3200 0 o 23 December 
6000 o o 27 February 
8159 16 0 31 Mar. 1739 
12000 © 0 2 May 
8900 o o 30 ditto 
6620 © © 23 June 
3220 0 0 5 July 
7800 Oo o 9 Auguſt | 
7200 © 0 15 September 
6414 15 5 23 October 
7795 © o 2 November 
4250 0 o 29 December 
8700 o 0 12 January 
6600 o o 4 March 
7850 o o 28 Apr. 1740 
8000 o o 13 May 
8666 13 © 5 June 
C000 o © 23 ditto 
6000 O © 16 Aug. 
bo%ο O o 10 September 


1742 0 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditta 

ditto 

diito 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditco 
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Perſons to whom iſſued - 


1 Feb. 1736 ohn Scrope, Eſq; 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued toſ The Time when Perſons to u hom iſſues. 
his Majeſty's | his Mafeſty's | reimburſe Ex- iſſued 
Secret Service. | Service, or ſpe-ſ pences. 
cial Service, 
„ 
6000 © © 13 October [John Scrope, Eſq; 
Go00 © © 7 Novemb. ditto 
8000 © © 2 5 ditto ditto 
7250 0 © 31 Decembei ditto 
8474 © © 24 January ditto 
7333 16 4 3 March ditto 
7718 18 10 20 Apr. 1741 ditto 
7300-0: 0 9 May ditto 
5000 ©. © 6 June ditto 
5009 OO o 8 ſuly ditto 
5000 © © 8 Auguſt ditto 
5000 O © 2 5 ditto ditto 
ooo © © 15 October ditto 
FO00 O © 1 Dec. ditto 
7994 8 8 11 Jan. ditto 
8544 © © 23 ditto ditto 
2000 © o 4 Feb. dirto 
5000 © o 4 May1732|James Sarkey 
41600 o oJ une 1733|Francis Smith 
2900 © ©| 9 Jan. 1734|John Shepherd 
1500 © oſtio Jan. 1735 ditto 
2000 © oſ21 ditto ditto 
2000 O o 4 Feb. ditto 
3269 15 7 25 ditto ditto 
4000 © © 7 Apr.1736 ditto 
2820 © 426 June ditto 
| 2000 © © 11 Auguſt ditto 
2979 18 © 3 Septem. ditto 
2900 © o 15 October ditto 
| 1400 © oi Decemb. ditto 
640 © o 13 Jan. ditto 
2900 o o zoSept. 1737 ditto 
3054 © © 29Aug. 1738 ditto 
6280. 7 3 16 Dec. ditto 
2000 o o 17 March ditto 
2583 16 0 7 June 1739 ditto 
2983 6 © 23 ditto ditto 
1321 2-0 3 Ott. ditto 
2900 © © 7 Nov ditto 
| 1900 © © 29 Dec. ditto 
1321 36 8 Jan ditto 
3000 0 o 17 Mar ditto 
1322 8 3 Apr. 1740 ditto 


Suns 
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Sums iſſued for ums iſſued forgSums iſſued to The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued. 
his Majeſty's | his Majeſty's | reimburſe Ex- ilſued. 
Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| pences. 
cial Service. ; 
FW 3 | 
I 6 May 1740!John Shepherd 
- 4 22 ditto ditto 
2715 8 10 8 Auguit _ ditto 
1059 7 © 23 February ditto 
1584 19 © 21 March ditto 
3000 © © 4 Apr. 1741 ditto 
2350 0 0 21 May ditto | 
2900 © © 3o ditto John Scrope, Eſq; 
795 11 cz July ditto 
1500 © c 4 Jan ditto 
$23- &. © 7 ditto ditto 
. 8 ditto John Shepherd 
3050 © © [7 Feb. 1738] William Sperrin 
$147: 2-0 [9 May 1739]John Smith 
541 16 8 10 Mar. 174 [Arthur Stert, Eſq; 
500 © © 1 Feb. 1741]Geo. Stephens, Elq; 
4150 o © 2 June 1732fHenry Wilſon 
389 10 2| 7 July 1733fJohn Waſſe 
79 18 © 23 Mar. 1733 ditto 
532 18 © 3 Jan. 1734 ditto 
533 8 G12 June1736 ditto 
658 6 c|28 Apr. 1737 ditto 
692 8 6[z1 Jan. 1737 ditto 
131 © ( 5 Feb. 173 ditto 
10000 O © 4 Apr. 1734]John Williams 
1963 8 8 | 7 July 1737 ditto 
849 2 © 1; Feb. 1 734; Joſias Wordſworth 
5000 © 0 26Aug. 1734 Edw. Williamſon 
5058 © © 16 Aug. 1735 Henty Walters 
2000 © © 20 OR. 1735 Andr. Wilſon, Eſq; 
500 © d 3Nov. 173; Geo. Wilkins, Eſq; 
10000 O o 4 July 1738 Daniel White 
323 9 of 3 Sep. 1741, Tho. Wilkins, Gent. 
1000 © c 4 Jan. 1741,Cha. Watſon, Gent. 
Memorand' 
Here is iſſued to the two Principal Secretaries of State, by 
Privy Seal, the Sum of 3000 J. per Aunum each, pay- 
able Quarterly, for his Majeſty's Secret Service. 
E xchequer, 
April 19, 1742. J. DAWSON. 


Nui. 
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Nu uz. XI. 


An ACCOUNT of all Sums iſſued for Secret Service, or 
for the Immediate or Special Service of the Crown, the Money 
iſſued for the Privy Purſe excepted, or to reimburſe Expences for 
the Scrvice of the Crown, diſtinguiſhing the Cauſe aſſigned for 
iſſuing the ſame, the Time when, and the Perſons to whom the 
ſame has been iſſued, from the 1ſt of Augu/t 1707, to the iſt 
of Auguſt 1720, viz. 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued to The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued, 
Service, or ſpe- reimburſe Ex- 
cial Service, 


„ 


iuſued. 
pences. 
J. +. 4. 
11 Nov. 1713 Daniel Arthur, Eſq; 
16 Jan. ditto 
3 Apr. 1714 ditto 
13 May ditto 
16 June 17160 Moſ. Bererger, Eſq; 
7 Aug. ditto 
6 July 1717 ditto 
16 Nov. ditto 
29 Jan. ditto 
13 March ditto 
13 Dec.1716|Samuel Buckley 
11 Jan. 1717|Henry Bendyſh 
22 Jan. 1716|Gerge Bubb, Eſq; 
19 July 17038|Henry Baker 
23 July 1719]Jac, de la Motte 
[Blagny 
500 o 0/23 Sept. 170% William Borret 
500 © ©| 6 Dec. ditto 
400 © o 4 Feb. ditto 
1000 o oft May1i708 ditto 
500 o o[25 Nov. ditto 
500 o of 7 Jan. ditto 
500 © O| 4 May1t70g ditto 
500 o o 7 July ditto 
500 o oſz7 Aug. ditto 
5co o 0{[21 Nov. ditto 
200 o o 5 Apr. 1710 ditto 
300 o ojto May ditta 
150 o oli June ditto 
350 © 012 July ditto 
500 o 26 OR. ditto 
500 o ©'14 Mar. 4 ditto 


Soms 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued to The Time when Perſons to whom iſlucd. 
Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
| cial Service, | pences. 
E 64-6: 6 4-1-6 Se 
500 © ©0128 July 1711]|William Borret 
500 © O18 Aug. ditto 
500 © ©[23 Nov. ditto 
250 © of 7 Mar. ditto 
250 © o[27 Mar. 1712 ditto 
300 © o[tg April ditto 
200 © of 9 May ditto 
500 © o 2 July ditto 
500 © 0131 Oct. ditto 
500 © o[2g Nov. ditto 
500 © o1[31 Jan. ditto 
500 © ©o| 6 May 1713 ditto 
700 © oſi Aug. ditto 
1000 o Nov. ditto 
500 © ol 1 Feb. ditto 
500 © oſ26 ditto ditto 
500 © o[2g Apr. 1714 ditto 
500 © o[22 June ditto 
500 o o| 1 Sept. ditto 
500 © of13 ditto ditto 
109 0 017 ditto ditto 
300 o of 2 Oct. ditto 
? 600 © o[11 ditto ditto 
; 22500 © oſ12 Nov. ditto 
N 177 7 6¼¹6 ditto ditto 
b ooo o o 6 Dec. ditto 
F 6000 0 © 17 Feb. ditto 
N ' 1000 o of 5 May 1715 ditto 
| 83 5 of 16 July 1719 Col-RalphCongreve 
N 1500 © © 27 Aug. 1715 Will. Cadogan, Eſq; 
1706 10 © 4 May 1717|Will. LordCadogan 
; 406 10 o 7 April 1718 ditto 
530 4 10 25 May 1717|James Craggs. 
. 16300 O Oo 2 5 June 1719 Geor. Cliflord, Eſq; 
27000 © © 2 July 1720 ditto 
i 441 8 6 10 Aug. 1709 Charles Callmell. 
ö 500 Oo 0 16 June 1715 Anth. Cratchrode, 
. 1738 15 4 22 July ditto {[Eſq; 
500 O 0 22 ditto ditto 
; 500 © 0 22 Oct. ditto 
500 00 10 Nov. ditto 
7 500 O O 1 Dec. ditto 
7 | 1500 © © [24 ditto ditto 


Sums 


„„ ³ 22 ð—- . 8 
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Sums iſſued for 
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Sums iſſued for 


Sums iſſued to The Time when 


Perſons to whom iſſued. 


Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
cial Service. pences. 
&: 6 . 
1000 © © 18 Feb. 1715|Anth. Cratchrode, 
2000 © © 9 Mar. ditto [Eſq; 
1000 o © i1 May 1716 ditto 
2000 © o 7 June ditto 
2000 0 o 6 July ditto 
1000 © © 25 Aug. ditto 
2000 © © 24. Sept. ditto 
3000 0 © 19 Nov. ditto 
2000 © 0 7 Jan, ditto 
4000 © © 11 Feb. ditto 
2500 o 0 4 May 1717 ditto 
1000 © o 15 June ditto 
1000 o © 13 July ditto 
2000 © C 8 Aug. ditto 
1500 © o 17 Dec. ditto 
1500 © © 31 Mar. 1718 ditto 
| 1000 © © 17 May dicto 
500 o © to July ditto 
1000 o © 9 Aug. ditto 
1000 © o 21 ditto - ditto 
1000 © o 24 Sept. ditto 
1000 o © 11 Dec. ditto 
1000 © © 5 Jan. ditto 
2000 © o 9 March ditto 
1000 o o 25 June 1719 ditto 
2000 © © 10 Oct. ditto 
800 © © 29 Feb. ditto 
500 o © 21 May 1720 ditto 
500 © © 31 ditto ditto 
1000 o © 4 June Gitto 
1300 o © 11 Dec. 17110I[ohn Drummond, 
1237 10 c[24 Apr. 1712 ditto [Efq; 
1038 0 0 14 May Matt. Decker, Eſq; 
1038 0 © 20 Auguſt ditto 
389 18 3 30 Oct. ditto 
1038 o o 4 Feb. 1713 ditto 
2064 5 © 13 May 1714 ditto 
34 0 © 28 Mar. 1716|Geor. Dumereſque 
100 © zi Mar. 1709|Char. Harriſon, Gt. 
1 100 o oſio May 1710 ditto 
200 © o©[19 July ditto 
100 o o ic Sept. ditto 
| Sum: 
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| S$ums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued to The Time when|Perſons to whom iſſued. 
| HSGecret Service. Service, or ſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
3 cial Service, | pences. 
_ = „ n 
3 100 © o 3 Jan. 1710 Char. Harriſon, Gt. 
e, 50 © of 4Sep. 1711 ditto 
** 100 © of1g March ditto 
100 © 0131 Jan. 1712 ditto 
100 © of 7 Oct. 1713 ditto 
200 o o Nov.1714 ditto 
3600 o o 7 Jan. 1715 [Sir Joſ. Hodges, Bt. 
1320 0 o 15 Dec. 1710|[Charles Johnſon 
500 Oo o 19 Jaly 17160 Will. Leathes, Eſq; 
352 17 © 11 Apr.1717 ditto 
263 14 6 11 June1718 ditto 
500 o o | 2 Aug. 1707| Will. Lowndes,Eſq; 
1000 © o 3 Septemb. ditto 
1500 © 0 26 ditto ditto 
1000 © o 21 October ditto 
2000 © © 19 Novemb. ditto 
1657 16 14 25 ditto ditto 
2161 12 104 27 ditto ditto 
1000 O o 27 Mar. 1708 ditto 
500 © © | 15 April ditto 
1000 0 0 4 May ditto 
1000 © © 12 ditto ditto 
l000 0 © 19 June ditto 
ooo o o 6 July ditto 
10 O o 21 Auguſt ditto 
500 © 0 3 Sept. | ditto 
500 0 © 9 ditto *. ditto 
500 o © 16 ditto | ditto 
500 O 0 7 October ditto 
500 © 0 14 ditto ditto 
500 © 0 27 ditto ditto 
: 500 0 © 30 ditto ditto 
a; Ico00 o © 11 Decem. ditto 
q; lo00 © o 27 ditto - ditto 
1000 © © 10 February ditto 
1000 © © | 22 ditto ditto 
2000 © o Apr. 170 9 ditto 
1 30 ditto ditte 
161 12 10 io May ditto 
+ 70 0:0 | 19 ditto ditto 
1000 © © 30 June ditto 
lo00 Oo © 13 July ditto 
CS; | 3 Augut | ditto 


— go 
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sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for|[Sums iſſued to|The Time when |Perſons to whom iſſues, 
Secret Service, | Service, orſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. , 
cial Service, | pences, 4 

s. d. EE LH © KS 

oO o 1 2 Aug: 1709] Will. Lowndes, Eſq; 
O-O 3 Sept. ditto iz 
oO © 1 October ditto Fe 
0 © 16 ditto ditto @ 
0 © 12 Nov. ditto 1 
o © 3 Decemb. ditto 7 
oO © 29 ditto ditto $ 
oO o 22 March ditto . 
0 © 5 Ap. 1710 ditto 4 
0 © 3 May ditto 8 
oO Oo 10 ditto ditto A 
3 14 June ditto 3 
7 12 21 ditto ditto 5 
12 104 28 ditto ditto 

oO © 19 July ditto 

oO O 9 Auguſt ditto 

oO o 9 Sept. | d:tto 

o oO 27 ditto ditto 

oO © 19 Oct. ditto 

oO o 24 ditto ditto 

0 o 3 Novemb. ditto 7 
oO o 13 Decemb. ditto by 
oO O 10 Jan. ditto | 
oO o 17 ditto ditto 

oO o 3 Feb. ditto 

oO o 15 ditto ditto 

Q o 7 March ditto 

o O 24 ditto ditto 

7 Ix 26 Ap. 1711 ditto 

oO o ditto ditto 

oO © 28 ditto ditto 

oO © 12 June ditto 

oO © 30 ditto ditto 

oO o 4 July ditto 

oO © 26 ditto ditto 

0 © 18 Auguſt ditto 

oO © 6 Sepft. ditto 

0 o 13 ditto ditto 

© © 20 ditto ditto 

o o 26 ditto ditto 

0 © 11 October ditto 

© o 21 Novemb. ditto 

o o 24 dio ditto 
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Secret Service 
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The Time when 


Sums iſſued forgSums iſſued to 
Service,or ſpe- 


reimburſe Ex- 


iſſued, 


Perſons to whom iſſued 
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1742 0 


cial Service, J pences. 9 
CCTV 
800 o 0 4 Dec. 17110 Will. Lowndes, Eſas 
1200 0 C 11 ditto ditto 
1500 0 C | 15 ditto ditto 
1000 OC 24 ditto ditto 
1500 0 © 7 Jan. ditto 
1250 OC 8 May 1712 ditto 
1000 o © 4 ditto ditto 
1500 O © | 20 ditto ditto 
1000 o © | 4. June ditto 
1000 o o 8 ditto ditto 
1000 0 o 25 ditto ditto 
1000 Oo © 9 July ditto 
o © 8 ditto ditto 
o © 12 Auguſt ditto 
O © 29 ditto ditto 
o © 6 September ditto 
O © 25 ditto ditto 
o © 22 October ditto 
O 30 ditto ditto 
o © [2 November ditto 
© 24 December ditto 
© 22 January ditto 
O 2 February ditto 
o of 19 ditto ditto 
O 28 ditto ditto 
0 30 May 1713 ditto 
O 10 June ditto 
o 2 july ditto 
o © 8 ditto ditto 
© © {+> ditto ditto 
o © 28 July ditto 
o © (4 Auguſt ditto + 
o © 19 ditto ditto 
O O / 29 ditto ditto 
O © 10 September ditto 
0 © 6 October ditto 
O O 12 November ditto 
oO © 17 December ditto 
o © 9 ditto ditto 
O 9 ditto ditto 
O o 3 January ditto 
O © 9 ditto ditto 
oO O 11 March ditco 
© O 23 ditto Citto 
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cial Service. 
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Sams iſſued to The Time whenjPerſons to whom iſſued, 
reimburſe Ex- iſſued, 
pences. 
0 
8 May 1714 Will. Lowndes, Eſq; 
13 July ditto 
17 ditto ditto 
24 ditto ditto 
20 Auguſt ditto 
17 Dec. 1715 ditto 
to March ditto 
6 June 1716 ditto 
19 Nov. ditto 
7 Dec. ditto 
11 Jan. ditto 
8 Feb. ditto 
6 Apr. 1717 ditto 
11 May ditto 
24 ditto ditto 
1 June ditto 
13 July ditto 
22 ditto ditto 
6 Aug. ditto 
5 October ditto 
23 Nov. ditto 
| 9 Jan. ditto 
18 ditto ditto 
8 Feb. ditto 
10 Mar. ditto 
18 ditto ditto 
27 ditto 1718 ditto 
31 ditto ditto 
7 April ditto 
17 ditto ditto 
21 June ditto 
23 July _ ditto 
12 Aug. ditto 
16 ditto ditto 
29 ditto _ ditto 
15 Sept, ditto 
3 Nov. ditto 
18 ditto ditto 
29 ditto ditto 
10 Jan, ditto 
7 Feb. ditto 
3 Apr. 1719 ditto 
6 Aug. ditto 
2 ditto | ditto 


Sums 
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. Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Some iſſued togThe Time when|Perſons to whom iſſued. 
1 Secret Service.] Service, or ſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
cial Service. pences. 
k J. 1. d. „ 
= 5000 o © 12 Dec. 1719] Will. Lowndes, Eſq; 
6550 O0 © 22 Feb. ditto 
4650 © © 12 March ditto 
1525 © 21 April 1720 ditto 
500 o 21 June ditto 
23250 © 1 July 1720 ditto 
322 6 co[28 Apr. 1709 Thomas Lowther 
224 18 ©| 1 Sept. ditto 
338 4 o 3 June 1710 ditto 
154 3 024 Jan. ditto 
569 14 6128 Sept. 1711 ditto 
412 : 5 of 3-Jan. ditto 
187 15 627 Feb. ditto 
744 3 6118 March ditto 
761 4 628 ditto 1713 ditto 
175 17 10] 7 November ditto 
764 o of 5 Feb. ditto 
416 13 0ſ29 July 1714 ditto 
1000 o of 7 December ditto 
1000 Oo Oo 9 April 1715 ditto 
1607 10 oſzz May ditto 
1000 o of12 July ditto 
500 o oli Sept. ditto 
502 O o/ Nov. ditto 
500 o oli December ditto 
500 © oli Jan. ditto 
500 o oſio March ditto 
500 o of14 May 1716 ditto 
500 © 0©[28 June ditto 
1000 o o 2 Aug. ditto 
156 19 ol 8 September ditto 
500 o 931 Dec. ditto 
5000 o 0 18 Feb. ditto 
1000 o o 6 April 1717 ditto 
500 o of27 May ditto 
500 O o iz July ditto 
500 o o 3 Aug. ditto 
500 o olſz5 September ditto 
500 © ©[23 November ditto 
1000 o oi December ditto 
1000 © o zi January ditto 
500 © © 8 March ditto 
1000 O © 20 ditto ditto 
| 3000 0 © 26 ditto 1718 ditto 


| Sums |} 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued to 
Service, or ſpe- 


his Majeſty*: 
Secret Service. 
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The Time when Perſons to whom iſſued. 


ilued 
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0. O0OO00O0SN00OD DWDOHge 0 
© 50 00 0 


28 July 1716 
3 Dec. 

25 Feb. 

4 May i717 
27 ditto 

12 October 
9 Dec. 

21 May 1718 
16 Auguſt 

4 March 

9 Miy 1719 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


— — — — ͤ q — — —2— 


16 May 77180 Thomas Lowther 
15 Augult ditto 
20 Nov. ditto 
13 Dec. ditto 
5 Jan. ditto 
30 Apr. 1719 ditto 
14 July ditto 
20 Auguſt ditto 
7 Nov. ditto 
6 Jan, \ ditto 
16 Jan. ditto 
4 Feb. ditto 
29 ditto ditto 
2 3 March ditto 
ditto ditto 
16 Apr. 1720 ditto 
14 June ditto 
| 5 July ditto 
26 ditto ditto 


16 Mar. 1714/Ja. D. of Montroſe 


16 May 715 ditto 
2 July 1508;Sir Da. Nairne, Kt. 
12 Oct. 1709 ditto 


19 Feb. 1714 Matt. Prior, Eſq; 

17 Jan. 1716 Will. Robinſon, Eſq; 

15 Nov. 17 10, John Robinſon, Eſq; 
1 OR. 1715 John E. of Stair 


26 Jan. 1516]Auguſtus Samſon 
4. May 1717] John Scot 
19 June 1718}Sir Robert Sutton 
13 Dec. 1718] Atex. Stevenſon 

29 Dec. i719] FempleStanyan,Eſq 


Sums 
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Sums iſſued for Sums iſſued for — iſſued toſ The Time when [Perſons to whom ĩſſuod. 
Secret Service. Service,or ſpe-| reimburſe Ex- iſſued. 
cial Service. | pences. 
„%%% 1 SW i, 
1000 © © 12 Nov. 1718|F. Louis de St. Sa- 
785 Oo © 23 July 1719 ditto [phorin 
800 © © 14 Dec. 1719 ditto 
2364 4 © 7 Aug. 1718jChriſtopher Tilſon 
2518 9g © 28 Jan. ditto 
2441 11 6 | 1 July 1719 ditto 
2441 11 6 1 July 1720 ditto 
500 O o 127 Aug. 1715 Leon. Welſted, Gt. 
200 o 6 April 1916 Horatio Walpole 
300 0 9 31 May ditto 
66 11 4 25 May 1717 ditto 
11900 © o 18 Jan. 1717] To Henry Kellfall 
to buy 10000 J. S. 
SeaStock,tobe tranſ- 
terr'dto his Majeſty. 
12000 © © 10 May 1718] Toditto to reward 
good Services to his 
| | Majeſty perform'd. 


| Exchequer, May 5, 1742. 


JOHN DAWSON. 


* Richard Allen, 
Robert Adams, 
Thomas Barton, 
William Catton 
Henry Carleton 
George Denton, 
John E gerton 
Francis Edwards, 
William Frazier, 
Andrew Fo ſter, 
William Farmer 


vii 


Nu ug. XII. 


Will. Framingham, 


John Hall, 


Joſeph Hardeſty, 
Richard Harrilon, 
Robert Jackſon 
um Johnſon 
Wallam Jefferſon 
William Jackſon, 


JI nom May 


Jame Startkey, 


1 acis Smith 


HE Names of the Perſons for which Orders were made out of the 
; Exchequer for large Sums of Money, from the 19th of February 

N iy to the 1oth of February 1741, which being read over to Chriſte 
8 prer Tilſon, Henry Fane, F.\qrs. and John Shepherd, were to them unknown. 


William Sperrin, 


John Smith 


Heury Wilſon 
John Williams 

John Williams, 
Edward Williamſon 
Henry Walters, 
Andrew Wilſon, 
Daniel White, 
Charles Watſon, 


Nun. 
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An. 15. Geo, II. 


Nu uz. XIV. 7762 
CoA rn — 


Rancis Gaſory, Eſq; a Member of the Houſe of Com- p;amination of 
mons, being examined in the moſt ſolemn Manner this Mr Gafhry re- 

zd Day of June 1742, in Relation to an Order for 1 500 J. lating tothe cho, 7 

which Mr Shepherd, in his Examination, mentioned to have mags 7 Bat. 

a > the High BU 

been carried to Sir Charles Wager, when Mr Gaſbry was if of Weſtmin- 

preſent. And it being in particular asked this Examinant, ſter. 

if Sir Charles Wager did not ſay to this Examinant, 

What ſhall we do in this Aﬀair? and if Sir Charles did not 

inquire of Mr Shepherd whether the Fees were to be paid, 

or if Sir Charles Wager did not defire Mr Shepherd to receive 

the Money? The Examinant ſaid, that ke does not recol- 

le& any of theſe Circumſtances, nor can he remember that 

he was preſent when any ſuch Order was brought to Sir 

Charles Mager: That Sir Charles Wager did ſay to the 

Examinant, that he was in Expectation of getting ſome Mo- 

ney for Mr Lever, the High Bailiff of Weſtminſter, to aſſiſt 

him, Mr Lewer then being in great Diſtreis; for he being a 

Brewer had loſt his Cultomers, and was forced to keep at 

Home to avoid his Creditors. That when the Examinant 

returned one Day from the Navy Board, Sir Charles Wager 

told him, that in his Abſence 1500 J. had been brought 

him by one of the Treaſury, and Sir CVarles deſired this 

Examinant to take the Money and pay it to Mr Lever: 

That the Examinant received the 1500 J. from Sir Charles 

Wager the 2d of January laſt: That Mr Lever ſometime 

before this, tho' the Examinant believes it could not be a 

Fortnight, applied to Sir Char/es Wager, and mentioned the 

Diſtreſs he was in for Money to pay his Maltſter; that Sir 

Charles had been told the King would give him ( Lewer ) 

ſome Money, and thereupon Sir Charles lent him 500 7. 

for which the Examinant thought it proper to take a Bond, 

That on the zd of January lait, Mr Lever had of this Ex- 

aminant 1000 J. that is 500 /. in ready Money, and 500 /. 

| to pay off the aforementioned Bond. That on the th of 

January Mr Gooftree brought to the Examinant a Bill of 

Coſts on an Information againſt Mr Lewer, Cc. relating, as 

this Examinant imagines, to the Election at B*eftminſter, 

which amounted to 124 /. 14 s. and this Bill the Examinant 

paid on Mr Lewver's Account. That on the gth of February 

the Examinant paid a Bill of 107 J 12 5. 6 4. for Fees and 

| Expences during Mr Lever”; being in Cullody with the Ser- 

| jeant at Arms; and that on the 27th of February, the Exa- 

minant paid to Mr Lever 267 J. 19 s. which, he conceived to | 

be the Balance remaining in his Hands of the 15co /. and 

for which he has Mr Lever's Receipt, but by what Acct- | 
1742. p dent | 


1742. 


Fxamination of 
the Secretary of 
the Poſt-Office, 
relating to Mo- 
ney paid him by 
Warrant from 
the Crown, 
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An. 15. Geo, II. dent the laſt mentioned Sum exceeded the real Balance by a 


few Shillings, the Examinant cannot recollect. 


FRANCIS GAS H Rx. 
Nu MaB. XV. 


An Acccunt of all Warrants from the Croton, directiug 
the Payment of any Money to the Secretary of the 
Pofl-Office without Account, from the 10th of Febru- 
ary 1718, 1% the 11th of February 1741. 


L. L. 

1719 September 19 King's Warrant 750 

1721 May 6 Additional Warrant for 750 1500 

1722 April 30 Additional ditto 1000 2500 

September 28 Ditto 200 2700 

1723 Auguſt 17 Ditto oo 3600 

1-25 Auguſt 19 Ditto 300 3900 
1727 October 31 King George IId's War- 
rant to confirm the 

former 3900 

1729 September 17 Additional 100 4000 

1733 November 15 Ditto 300 4300 

1734 May 6 Ditto 200 4500 

1735 July 8 Ditto 200 4700 


GeoRGE STONE, Receiver General 


NuMB. XVI. 


Ohn David Barbutt, Eſq; Secretary to the Poſt-Office, be- 
ing examined in the moſt ſolemn Manner, this 18th Day 

of May 1742, and being asked as to the Diſpoſition of the 
Money paid into his Hands without Account, by a Warrant 
from the Crown, ſaid, That there is in the Poſt-Office a 
private Office for the inſpecting foreign Correſpondence, and 
that the greatelt Part of that Money is for the defraying the 
Expence of this Office. That the Accountant General and 
Receiver General, who have inſpected the Books, have told 
him, that the firſt Traces they find of any Money thus paid 
by Warrant, was in the Year 1718. That this Examinant 
cannot ſay as to the ficſt Eſtabliſnment of this Office, hav- 
ing been but three Years and a Half himſelf in the Poſt Of- 
fice ; but he apprehends there was always an Office of this 
Kind, and that it was defrayed formerly by the Secretary ol 
State: That he is a Stranger to the Buſineſs of the Office, 
having never been in it, for they pretend to be independent. 
ard 
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and receive their Inſtructions from the Secretaries of State, An. 1 5. Geo, II. 
and carry their Intelligence to the Secretaries of State, tho' 1742. 
the Poſt-maſters have a Right to go into the Office. That CY RY, 


"WY 


the annual Expences of this Office are as follows, To the 
chief Decypherer, Dr Willes ®, for himſelf and his Son, 
1000 /. to the ſecond Decypherer, Mr Corbiere, 800 /. to 
the third Decypherer, Mr Lampe, 500 /. to the fourth Decy- 
pherer, Mr Zo/man, 200 l. to the chief Clerk, Mr Le Fevre, 


4 650 /. to the four other Clerks, Meſſrs Bode, Thouveis, Clark, 
. Hemmitt, 300 J. each; to the Comptroller of the Foreign 
Office, Mr Day, 60 J. to the Door-Keeper, 40 or 50 J. 
but this Examinant believes 5o /. There are beſides, acci- 
dental Charges for Seals, &c. an Account of which is brought 
0 in by one of the Clerks, which may amount to 100 J. and 
7 to Mr Lavalade, formerly Alphabet- Keeper, but now ſu— 
. perannuated, 40 J. that when theſe Sums were diſcharged, 
. the Overplus, which may amount to 90 J is divided between 
0 the two Polt-maſters and the Secretary, each Poſt-maſter tak- 
ing three Sevenths, and the Secretary one Seventh: That Mr 
Le Fewre, beſides his above-mentioned Salary, is paid ſome- 
| thing out of Incidents, ſo that his whole Salary may amount 
0 to about, as he believes, 800 J. per Annum. That his (Mr 
lie Fevre's) is a very troubleſome Poſt, it being neceſſary he 
O© I ſhould always be preſent at the going out and coming in of 
0 the Mails. That this Examinant does not know of a Penſi— 
© on of 200 /. fer Annum paid out of this Money, but Mr 
Clark, who has formerly attended, and is incapacitated at 
Ii preſent, has 200 J. paid him out of his Salary of 300 J and 
another attends for him. 
J. D. BarpBurr. 
5 Dean of Lincoln; appointed Biſhop of St David's in Auguſt 1742. 
dee the Proceedings againſt the Biſhop of Rocheſter, Anno 172 ., 
a | i TrmBERLAND's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords, Vol. 3. p. 284. 
a 
id 
ie 
1d 
Id 
a F 
* Page 87. I. 25, read 138. P'. 95, l. 4, for 15,000 read 1500, 
1 
11s 
ol 
8 
at 


Juſt Publiſhed, 
Beautifully printed in Twelve Volumes Oqᷓa vo, 


( Dedicated to his Royal Highneſs Fx EDER CK Prince of 
Walks) 


CHANDLER's EDITION 
OF THE 
HISTORY ad PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


HOUSE of COMMONS, 


From the Reſtoration in the Year 1660, to the End of 
the laſt Parliament 1741. 


Compared with the Journals of the Houſe, and con- 
neQed with the Hiſtory of the Times; the whole being a regular 
Series of Parliamentary Tranſactions. 


Printed for and ſold by Wan ꝰD and CAN DTT R, Bookſellers at 
Temple- Bar, London, in Coney-ſceet, York, and at Scarborough. 

At which Places thoſe Gentlemen who have purchaſed any Part c- 
perate,may compleat their Sets, 


VIZ. 
From the Reſtoration to the Death of Queen Ax xx, in five Vols. 
From the Death of Queen Ax x E to the Diſſolution oi the Parlia- 
ment 17:4. In three Volumes. 


From 1734 to the End of the Year 1741, containing all the Trani- 
actions of the laſt Parliament. In Four Volumes. 


Juſt Publiſhed, 
Beautifully printed in Seven Volumes Oftaws. 


HE HISTORY and PROCEED- 


INGS of the Houſe of LORDS. 
Frm the RxsTORATION in 1660, to the Diſſolution of the 
Eighth Parliament of Great Britain, 1741. 
CoNTAINING, 
The moſt remarkable Motions, Speeches, Debates, Orders, and 


Reſolutions 3 together with all the PRoTEsTs during that Period; 
and the Numbers Pro and Con upon each Diviſion. 


With an Account of the Promotions, Removals and Refignations 
of the ſeveral Peers, and the State of the Peerage in every Reign. 

Connected with the Tranſactions of the Commons, and Hiſtory of 
the Times; and illuſtrated with Hiſtorical Notes and Obſervations. 

Torether with the Debates 1n the Parliament of Scotland relating to 
the UN io. 

To esch VOLUME is added an INDEX of the Names of 
the ſeveral SpFAKERs, and allo cfthe Lords PRO Hs TORS, with 
References to each reſpective POT RST. 

Printed for ERENTZZTR TIM RTI HAND, in Ship-Yard, Temple- 
Bar, London; and told by the Bockſellers in Town and Country, 


As there is at this Time à large Body of 
Britiſh Forces in Flanders, and Embar- 
kations thither ſtill continued; we pre- 
ſume the following Account of the Total 
Monies voted by Parliament during the 
Courſe of Queen Anne's War, from 1502 
to 1712, will be acceptable. 


The ſeveral Years Proviſions are tranſerib'd from the 
printed Votes, except in one Inſtance in the Tear 1710, 
where thoſe Prints were erroneous, as appears by Com- 
paring the Fournals, in the Caſe of 20,200 l. printed 
iuſtead of 220,000 l. voted for Augmentation Troops in 
Flanders, 


L. 


Anno 1702. 3,000,000 


nn 


Anno 1703. 
OR 40,000 Men for Sea Service —— 2,080,000 
For the Ordinary of the Navy — 129,314 


For 40, ooo Land Forces 833,826 
Ordnance for Land Service —— 70, 973 
Subſidies to the Allies — 51,843 
For 10,000 additional Forces — 178,180 
For Guards and Garriſons — — 350, ooo 
3.694.136 
Anno 1704. — 
For 40,000 Men for Sea Service —— 2,080,000 
'The Ordinary of the Navy not provided for 
Forty Thouſand Land Forces — 824,07 2 
Ten Thouſand additional Forces 278,180 
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Subſidies to the Allies 55,272 
For the Portugal Service — — 150,000 
For Guards and Garriſons — 337,000 
For Ordnance for Land-Service — 118,362 
For circulating Exchequer Bills — 6,000 
3,328,836 

Anno 1705. — — 

For 40,000 Men for Sea- Service — 2,080,000 
For the Ordinary of the Navy — 100,000 
For Ordnance Stores for Sea-Service — 40, ooo 
For building a Wharf and Storehouſe at Port/mouth 10,000 
For 40,000 Land- Forces — 885,193 
For 10,000 Additional Forces — 177,511 
For 10,000 Men to ſerve in Portugal — 222,379 
Subſidies to the Allies —— 370,119 
Sublidy to the Duke of Savey — 40,000 


Recruiting Horſes loſt at Sche/lenburg and Blenheim 6,725 
Ditto for Foreign Troops in Engliſb Pay — 24,66; 
For an additional Regiment on the Portugal Eſtabl. 5,135 
For Surgeons for the Hoſpital in Portugal —— 244 
Expences in Portugal Service laſt Year — 68,546 
Ordnance for Land Service 


120, ooo 
Franſport Service — — 60,000 
Vor 5000 Troops for augmenting their Levy — 11,844 
Ditto their Pay — — 87,125 
For Guards and Garriſons — 357,000 
For circulating Exchequer Bills — 4,000 
4,670, 486 
Anno 1706. — 
For 40, oo Seamen 55 i . 2,080,000 
For Ordinary of the Navy — 120,000 
For Guards and Garrifons — — 357,000 
For 40,000 Land-Forces — — 886,223 
For 10, ooo additional Forces — 177,511 
For Intereſt Debentures — — 47,000 
For Wharf and Storehouſe at Pox:/month. | 10,000 
or Ordnance for the Land- Service — 120,000 
For Tranſport Service — I 20,000 
tor circulating Exchequer Bills — — — 3, 500 
For Subſidies to the Allies — —— 414,166 

For Ordnance Stores for 8 new Ships for thoſe 8 
joſt in the great Storn & $8,230 

( ; 8 51 

For 10,210 Men to act in Portugal —— 222, 379 
For 5,000 more in Catalonia — — 90,729 
For Subſidies to the Allies — — 48,030 


For 


During Queen Anne's IVars: 119 


L. 
For Bounty Money to the Troops that ſerv'd in 6 
Germany, 1704 — l 
For additional Charge of the Hanower Troops due 784 
For General Officers and Contingencies in Hain 7,631 
For Levy Money for Horſes dead laſt Campaign 15,670 
For ditto to Officers — 15,296 
For the Queen's Proportion for proſecuting King 
Charles's Succeſs in Spain — 2 50,000 
075,7 
Anno 1707. 3 
For 40,000 Men for the Sea. Serviſe— 2,080,000 
For Ordinary of the Navy —— 120,000 
For Guards and Garriſons — 357,000 


For 40,000 Men for Land-Service — 893,706 
For 10,000 additional Forces and Proportion for 

3000 Palatines _ 211,762 
For Intereſt Debentures — — 40, ooo 
For Wharf and Storehouſe at Por//mouth — 109,000 
For Ordnance for Land-Service 


120,000 
For Tranſport- Service _— — — 144,000 
For circulating Exchequer Bills — — 3,500 
The Queen's Proportion of Subſidies to the King 

of Denmark 37,500 


of 13,000 Men in Portugal Service 150,000 

of Subſidies to the Duke of Savyy 160,000 

of 8,000 Men ſent to the D. of Savoy 50,000 

Subſidies to the Landgr. of He Caſſe! 5,952 

to the Elector of Frier, — 5,952 

to the Elector Palatine — 4.761 

For 20,562 Men to ſerve in Spain and Portugal 445,350 
For 8,833 additional Forces for the ſame Service 180,296 
To the Duke of Savoy, expended in Defence of Turin 50,200 
Loan to the Emperor laſt Year 47,500 
Levy, &c. of the Forces under the Earl Rivers 063,001 
Pay of General Officers in Portugal 3,014 
The Queen's Proportion for 3000 Palatines laſt Year 26,692 
Agio Bread and Forage for the Prufſians — 37,012 
Ditto laſt Year — 19,755 
Levy Money for Horſes killed in Flanders — 35,753 
For Horſes dead, Engliſh, Daniſb and Hanoverian, 
1705-6 — — 36,701 
Proſecuting King Chharles's Succeſſes in Spain — 150,000 
Garriſon at Gibraltar — 3,520 
Additional Subſidies to Heſſe Caſſel — 20,000 
Expences on the He/ian I roops laſt Year — 11,730 
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Arno 1708. L. 

For 40, ooo Seamen — — 2,080,009 
Ordinary of the Navy 120,000 
Forty Thouſand Land-Forces 894,272 
Ten Thouſand additional Troops - — 177.511 
The Queen's Proportion of 3000 Palatines — 34,251 
of 4692 Saxen — 43,251 
of Bothmar's Regiment 9.269 
The Forces in Spain and Portugal ——— 586,671 
Subſidies to the Allies — 494,689 
Augmenting the Duke of Savay's Forces — Foo, ooo 
Guards and Garriſons — 511,724 
Extraordinary Subſidies to the Duke of Sage 1707, 100,000 
Heſſians employ'd in Italy 22,957 
Fortifications of Gibraltar — 12,284 
Intereſt of Debentures — 60,334 
Wharf and Storehouſe at Portſout)? — 10,000 
Circulating Exchequer Bills — — 3,500 
Tranſport · Service — 144,00 
Ordnance for Land. Service — —_ 120,000 
A Debt to Capt. Roche — — 2,126 
5,926,849 
Anno 150g. — — 
For 40,000 Men for Sea- Service — 2,080,000 
Ordinary of the Navy — — 1 20,000 
Forty Thouſand Land-Forces — 991,827 
Ten Thouſand additional Forces — 177,511 
Proportion of 3,000 Palatiness —— — 534,251 
of 4,639 Saxons — — 43,251 
of Bothmay's Regiment — 9.209 
Augmentation Troops in Flanders — 220, ooo 
Extraordinary Charges in War — — 310,745 
Subſidies to the Allies — 653,845 
Guards and Garriſons — — — 549,235 
Ordnance tor Land- Service — — — 180,000 
Intereſt of Debentures — —— 49,310 
Circulating Exchequer Bills — 3,500 
Forces in Spain and Portugal — 1,081,083 
Tranſport Service — — 144, ooo 
6,457,830 
Anno 1710. — — 


For Forty Thouſand Men for Sea-Service 
Ordinary of the Navy 
Forty Thouſand Land- Forces 


— 


— . — 


2,080,000 
120,000 
901,992 


Ten 


During Queen Anne's Wars, 121 

L. 
Ten Thouſand additional Forces — — 177, 511 
Proportion of 3,000 Palatines — — 34,251 
of 4, 000 Saxons — — — 43,251 
of Bothmar's Regiment — 9,269 
Augmentation Troops in Flanders — 220, ooo 
Subſidies to the Allies — 557.945 
Guards and Garriſons * — — 543,775 
Ordnance for the Land- Service — 130,000 
Forces in Spain and Portugal = 1,126,035 
Extraordinary Expences in the War 234,974 
Intereſt of Debentures — 49,357 
Tranſport Service — 144,000 
Circulating Exchequer Bills | — — 2,000 
6,384,200 
Anno 1711. mw — 


For Forty Thouſand Men for Sea- Service — 2,080,000 


Ordinary of the Navy 
Forty Thouſand Land Forces —— 
Proportion of 3000 Palatines — — 
of 4639 Saxons — 
of Bethmar's Regiment — 
Troops of Augmentation — — 
Ten Thouſand additional Forces ——ů— 
Guards and Garriſons 


Ordnance for Land Service — 
Intereſt of Debentures — — 
Tranſport Service — — — 
Subſidies to the Allies — — 
Forces in Spain and Portugal —— 


For Pay ment of 45,000 J. per Arnum to 1714, 
for ſpecy ing Exchequer Bills — 


120,000 
919,092 


130,000 


49,357 
144,000 


478,950 


1,500,000 


157,500 


6,609,295 


Anno 1712. — 
For Forty Thouſand Men for Sea- Service 2, 80, co 
Ordinary of the Navy — — 80, oo 
Recoinage for Scotland, and Deficiency in Coivage 4,615 
Intereſt on South-Sea Stock — — $36,332 
Forty Thouſand Land- Forces — — 880,223 
Ten Thouſand additional Forces — 177,611 
For 15,178 Troops of Augmentation — 260, 993 
Forces in $oais to Lady-day — — 225,385 
Ditto the other three Quarters — 250,000 
Forces in Portugal — — 190,452 
Ordnance for Land-Service — 111,933 


Fortifications 


— — 
— 2 — — 
— * - — 


— . 
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Fortifications of Edinburgh Caſtle — 2,500 
W 1,620 
| of Dumbarton Caſtle —— 308 
Church at Rotterdam 2,500 
Guards and Garriſons — 499, 730 
Tranſport. Service — — 80, ooo 
Deficiencies laſt Vear 589,839 
Extraordinary Charges of the War —— 243,020 
Subſidies ta the Allies — — — 328,956 
6,656,967 
Note, The odd Shillings and Pence being omit- 
ted, a competent additional Sum mult be allow'd 
for thoſe Fractions of a Pound. 
Anno. Monies woted by Parliament. 
1702 — 3,000,000 
1703 "ou "— 3,094,136 
1704 — — — 3,828,886 
1705 — — 4,670, 486 
1706 — — nn ! 4 6 + 
1707 — — — — 5,540, 167 
1708 — — — 5,926,849 
1709 — — — 6,457,830 
1710 — — — — 6,384,260 
1711 — Oey A — 6,609,295 
1712 — — — 6,656,967 


Monies vated by Parliament, 


Total 57,84 4,6 33 
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A STATE of the IWar in Flanders, Portugal and 
Spain, from the Year 1701 to the Year 1711 incluſive, 
as deliver'd into the Houſe of Commons 28 Jan. 1711, 
by the then Secretary at Mar. 


Quotas agreed upon at the Hague in 1701, to at againſt 


France. 
Men 
Y Holland —— — = — 102000 
B Deduct for Garrifons <——— 42000 
Remains for the Field — — 60000 
By England = _ — — — 400 
Total for the Field 100000 


But Holland has augmented her Troops to — 129458 
0 


Deduct for Garriſons — — 4200 
Remains for the Field — 87458 


And England has augmented their Troops to — 72197 
| Total for the Field 159655 


Altho” Englana augmenting in Proportion ought to 
have furniſh'd but —ſ'äwb— 58305 
So that England has furniſh'd more than her Pro- 


portion 13892 
— — 72197 
Altho' Holland augmenting in Proportion ought to 
have farniſh'd for the Field — 108295 
So that Holland has furniſh'd leſs than their Pro- 
portion n 


Remains as above 87458 


N. B. As the Number of Garriſons have been 
encreaſed by the Acquiſitions in the Low Countries 
during this War, they muſt neceſſatily take up a 
greater Number of Men than the firſt 42000, which 
conſequently reduces the Number for the Field, and 
then the Troops furnifh'd by Lg more than 
their Proportion would appear greater than the 
above — a — — 13892 
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And the Deficiency of Troops by Holland more 


than the above = - 20837 
A State of the War in Portugal, 1703 and 1704. 
Engl. Men 
Eleven Battalions, eight Squadrons = — 11629 
Memorandum. 


The States kept up to their Quota of one third 
till the Battle of A/manza, but ſince that they have 
not ſent one Man to Portugal, whereas the Queen 
has fince the {aid Time ſent to that Country, and 
rais'd there at her Charge 8 Battalions and 19 Squa- 
drons, making - — — 9405 


| 


In all * 21025 


Dutch. „ 
Six Battalions, four Squadrons 4000 
Memor andum. 


The King of Portugal by Treaty of 16 May, 1703, was 
to bring into the Field 12000 Foot and 3000 Horſe, on his 
Account. 

And, in Conſideration of a Subſidy of a Million of Patta- 
coons a Year, (whereof the Queen to pay two Thirds, and 
the States one Third) that King was to furniſh 14000 Men 
more; but the whole Body of his Troops ſcarcely ever 
amounted to the leaſt of thoſe Numbers, 


A State of the War with Spain, 


Engliſh Forces in 1705 and 1706 — 17322 
In 1708, Foreign Troops in Engl; Pay ——»> 165709 

Total, 37 Battalions, 34 Squadrons —— 34031 
In 1709 Foreign Troops — — 11084 


Total 51 Battalions, 36 Squadrons — 45115 
In 1710, 5 Battalions more | 


Total 48960 
In 1711, 9 Battalions, 12 Squadrons in Exgliſ Pay gory 


— — 


Total, 65 Battalions, 48 Squadrons -—— 5797 


Dutc; 
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Total, 14 Battalions, 8 Squadrons —— 12,200 


e 
Aſter the Battle of Amanga the Dutch (ent no more Forces. 
In 1711 the Dutch promis'd to fend 4 Battalions, but never 
ſent them. 
The States in this Year had no more than 6 Battalions and 
14 Squadrons in Spain. 


An Account of Subſidies payable to Foreign Princes, purſuant 
to the reſpetive Treaties, from the Commencement of the 
War in the Years 1701, 1702, 1703, 1704, 1705, 1706, 
1707, 1708, 1709, 1710 and 1711, amounting in the 
2 to 25, 270, 657 . 

Memorandum. 
At the Beginning of the War, the Subſidies were to be 
paid between England and Holland by equal Portions. 


Crowns 

But by the Account what England paid 3 
amounts to — r 
And by Holland — — — 9.480,29 6 


Making together 25, 270,5 7 


One Moiety whereof for ? | = 
England amounts to &< 12,635,328! 0 EVE 

So that Exgland paid more 5 5 15,799,381 

than the firſt Proportion 3153-037z) 

So that England, during the War, paid more than in Pro- 
portion 788,758 J. 25. 64d. and which ſhould have been 
paid by the Dutch. 

SEA SHERY 1-C-E. 

By the 'Treaties between the Crown of Great Britain and 
the States General, their Proportion of Ships of the Live of 
Battle, to act in Conjunction with thoſe of this Kingdom, 
in the Channel, and in and about the Meaiterrantan, agli 
to be three to five. 

And as to the Number of Ships of the Lire of Battle, 
which the States General have each Year, during this War, 
joined to her Majeſty, on the aforementioned Services, the 
ſame will appear, by the following Account, which hath been 
computed with as much Exactneſs as the Nature of the Thing 
will bear, ig. 

In the Vear 1702. 
Her Majeſty had 44 Ships employed 3 in the Channel ard 
Vor. XIII. Sound» 


From the Near 1701 to the Vear 1511. 125 


Dutch Forces — — — 6509 
Foreign Troops in Dutch Pay — po 


————— 
— em 
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Soundings, of the Line of Battle, and 30 in and about the 


Mediterranean, making in the whole 74, and they were 
join'd by no more than 33 of the States General, whereas | 


they ſhould have been 44. 
In the Year 1703. 


Seventy-nine of her Majeſty's Ships were employed on the 


aforcſaid Services, and but 22 of the States, which ought to | | 


have been 47. | 
In the Year 1704. 


There were 74 of the Queen's Ships, and but 18 Dutch, 4 


which ſhould have been 44. 
In the Year 1705. 


Seventy-nine Ships of her Majeſty's were employed, and : 


but 20 Dutch, inſtead of 47. 
In the Year 1706. 


Seventy-eight Ships of her Majeſty's were employed, and | 


but 15 of the States General's, inſtead of 46. 
In the Year 1707. 
Seventy-two of the Queen's Ships were employ'd, and but 
27 of the States, inſtead of 48. 
In the Year 1708. 
Sixty-nine of the Queen's Ships were employed, and but 
25 of the States, inſtead of 43. 
In the Year 1709. 
Sixty-ſeven of the Queen's Ships were employ'd, and but 
11 of the States, inſtead of 42. 
In the Year 1710. 


Sixty-two of the Queen's Ships were employ'd, and but | 


13 of the States, inſtead of 37. 
In the Year 1711, 
Fifty-nine of the Queen's Ships were employ'd in the Me- 


diterranean, and were join'd by no more than 12 of the | 


States, inſtead of 35, and not ſo much as one Ship allow'd 
by the States General to act with thoſe of her Majeſty's a. 
gainſt the Enemies Ships, at Dunkirk, and in the Channel. 


G. ByxG. 
W. DRraxe. 
J. WIS UART. 
Geo. CLark. 


Admiralty-Office, 21 Jan. 1712. 
By Command of their Lordjhips, 
J. BurcnertrT. 


NV. B. The Queen fitted out, during the War, 713 Ships 


of the Line. 
The States General ſhould have join'd them with 
431 Ships of the Line. 
Whereas they ſent but 196 


So that the States General a e : 
vere defcient £ 235 Ships of the Line. 
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raiſing the new Regiments will be very readily granted by 


feor if it be conſidered, that ſince that Time the Neceſſaries 
of Life are become dearer, and that, therefore, all Expences 


publick Frugality, a very popular Topic, which never fails 


8, 


In the foregeing Volume, Anno 14, Geo. II. P. 29. IWe 
took Notice of a Motion having been made cu the 11th of 
December 1740, for the new-rais'd Men to be incor- 
porated into the Standing Corps, as being leſs lurtheu— 
fome and expenſive than forming them into new Regi- 
ments: Since the Publication whereof, the following 
Speeches, in the Debate on that Motion, having come to 
hand, Ne think them too important to be omitted: Aud 
if hereafter any material Speeches occur, we ſhal! not 
fail to inſert them in the ſucceeding Volumes, 


N Eſtimate of the Expence of raifing the ſaid 10,000 
Men having been preſented to the Houſe, the ſame 


Was referred to the Committee of Supply: On this Occaſion 


Sir William Yonge, Secretary at War, open'd the Debate Sir W. Yonge, 
with a Speech to the following Effect: 
Sir, 
As this Eſtimate has been drawn up after very accurate 
Calculations and careful Enquiries, I hope that no Objecti- 
ons will be raiſed againſt it, and that the Sum neceſſary for 


that Houſe, which voted the War neceſlary for which they 
are deſigned. 

I hope, it will be admitted as ſome Proof of Frugality, 
that this Eſtimate requires leſs Money than one that was 
laid before the Parliament in the Reign of King William; 


are encreaſed, it will appear to be the Effect of the exacteſt 
OEconomy, that the Sum required for the ſame Service is leſs. 

I have heard indeed, Sir, that in Converſation, the Me- 
thod of raiſing Troops on this Occaſion has been cenſured as 
improper, and that in the Opinion of ſome, whoſe Judgment 
cannot be entirely diſregarded, it would be more reaſonable 
to add more Men to our Regiments already eltabliſhed, than 
to raiſe new Regiments with new Officers. 

* The chief Argument, Sir, produced in ſupport of their 
Method of Augmentation, is drawn from the Neceſſity of 


to produce Favour and Attention ; for every Man 1s naturally 
inclined to hear his Friend, and to conſider that Man as per- 
forming the Office of Friendſhip, who propoſes Methods of 

alleviating his Taxes, 
* Frogality is undoubtedly a Vertue very neceſſary to the 
Happineſs of the Nation, and ſuch as there occur frequent 
r 2 Occa- 


1 


Occaſions of inculcating to thoſe who are intruſted with the 
Superintendence of publick Diſburſements, but, I am far from 
thinking that this Eſtimate affords any Opportunity for De- 
cla mations of this Kind, and am of Opinion that the Addition 
of new Soldiers to each Regiment, would, in reality, be 
more expenſive, 

It cannot be denied, Sir, that by augmenting the Regi— 
ments, there would be immediately ſaved to the Publick 
the Expence of the Officers which are neceſſary in the Me— 
thod now propoſed ; but it is to be conſidered how much the 
Number of Officers contributes to the Regularity and Diſci— 
pline of the 'Yroops, and how much Diſcipline and Order 
promote their Succeſs. It is to be conſidered, Sir, that the 
moſt ſucceſsful Method of making War is undoubtedly the 
chcapelt, and that nothing is more expenſive than Defcats, 

If by raiſing the fame Number of Men under fewer 
Officers, we ſhould give our Enemies any Advantage; if 
a ſingle Party ſhould be cut off, a Garriſon forced, an Ex- 
pedition rendered fruitleſs, or the War protracted but a few 
Months, where will be the Advantage of this admired Fru- 
gality ? What would be the Conſequence, but the ſame or a 
greater Expence, not to gain Advantages, but to repair Loſſes, 
and obviate the Effects of our former Parſimony ? 

* In private Life, Sir, it is common for Men to involve 
themſcives in Expence only by avoiding it, to repair Houſes 
at greater Charges than new ones might be built, and to pay 
Intereſt rather than the Debt. Weak Minds are frighted at 
the Mention of extraordinary Efforts, and decline large Ex- 
pences, though Security and future Affluence may be purchal- 
ed by them; as tender Bodies ſhrink from ſevere Operations, 
though they are the certain Methods of reſtoring Health and 
Vigour. The Effects of this Timidity are the ſame in both 
Caſcs, the Eſtate is impaired inſenſibly, and the Body languiſhes 
by Degrees, till no Remedy can be applied. 

Such Examples, Sir, are frequent, and the Folly of imita- 
ting them is therefore greater, ſor who would purſue that 
Track by which he has ſeen others led to Deſtruction ? Nor 
need we ſearch for remote Illuſtrations to diſcover the deſtruc- 
tive Tendency of unſeaſonable Tenderneſs for the Publick, 
for I believe the whole Hiſtory of the Wars of King Villiaum 
will prove, that too cloſe an Attention to Parſunony is incon- 
ittent with great Atchievements. 

It may be expected that I who cannot claim any Regard 
in this Diſquiſition from my own Experience, ſhould produce 
tome decihive Evidence in favour of the Methed which I hive 
taken upon me to detend ; this PxpeRation I ſha!l endeavour 
to {atiity by alledging the Authority of the greateſt Comman- 
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ger of latter Ages, whom neither his Friends nor his Enemies 
will deny to have been well verſed in theſe Subjects, and 
whoſe Succeſs is a ſufficient Proof of the Soundneſs of his 
Principles. 

* The illuſtrious Duke of Mar/borough was of Opinion, 
that the whole Force of the French Armies conſiſted in 
the Number of the Officers, and that to be always equal to 
them in the Field, it was neceſſary to form our Troops nearly 
upon the ſame Plan ; to this Scheme he conformed in his Prac- 
tice of War, and how much his Practice confirmed his Opi- 
nion, let Blenheim and Ramilies atteſt. 

As ] pretend not to have determined myſelf on this Queſ- 
tion, otherwiſe than by Authority, and as I know not any 
Authority equal to that of the Duke of Marlborough, I can- 
not diſcharge the 'I'ruſt repoſed in me by my Country, 
any otherwiſe than by propoſing, that on this Occaſion we 
agree to grant to his Majeſty the Sum calculated for raiſing 
the new Regiments, as I believe that Method of Augmen- 
tation molt Jikely to produce Succeſs in our Undertakings, 
and conſequently to procure a ſpeedy Concluſion of the War. 


Mr. Pulteney ſpoke next to the following Effect. 
Fir, 

* I have been ſo long accuſtomed to the Debates of this 
Houſe, and have ſo often attended to the Eloquence of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, that I am never ſtartled at 
Paradoxes, nor ſhocked at Abſurdities. I can now hear with 
great Tranquility a Harangue upon the Neceſſity of Place- 
men in this Houſe, upon the Uſefulneſs of Standing Armies, 
and the Happineſs of a general Exciſe. 

I am no longer offended with Facts quoted in Oppoſition 
to Hiſtory, nor with Calculations drawn up without Regard 
to the Rules of Arithmetick ; I know that there are Perſons 
in this Houſe, who think themſelves obliged to ſpeal even 
when in their own Opinion nothing can be ſaid with Weight 
or with Propriety, who come hither prepared againſt the 
Shame of Confutation, and determined not to be convinced. 

* To reaſon with ſuch Men, Sir, is indeed no pleaſing 
Taſk, it is to fight with enchanted Heroes upon whom the 
common Weapons of Argument have no Effect, and who mult 
be ſoftened by a Counter-Charm before they can be attacked 
with any Proſpe& of Succeſs. 

There are ſome, however, of whom I am willing to be- 
lieve that they diſpute only for 'Truth, and enquire with the 
View of attaining a Solution of their Doubts. For the ſake 
of theſe, Sir, I think it neceſſary to declare my Sentiments, 
as I ſhall be deſirous, in my turn, to hear their Sentiments; 

but 
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but with regard to thoſe whoſe Opinion I know already by 
their Poſts, I ſhould think it of great Advantage to the Dif. 
patch of publick Affairs, if they would content themſelves 
with voting for their Pay, without any Ambition of other 
Service, or adding the Praiſe of Volubility to that of Steadi- 
neſs, 

* Having this Opportunity, Sir, of declaring my Opinion 
of the Meaſures purſued in regulating our military Prepara- 
tions, I ſhall not confine myſelf entirely to the preſent Queſ- 
tion, but lay before the Houſe my Thoughts upon ſome Parts 
of the Eſtabliſhment, which may perhaps require a Reform, 
and which are at leaſt proper Objects of Conſideration, though 
not abſolutely neceſſary to the Determination of our Opinion 
upon the preſent Motion. . 

I have long ago, Sir, declared, what therefore it is ſcarcely 
of any Uſe to repeat, that I know not any Advantage to be 
hoped from a Standing Army, nor can diſcover why the 
ableſt and mott vigorous of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom 
ſhould be ſeduced from the Loom, the Anvil, and the Plough, 
only to live at eaſe upon the Labour of Induſtry, only to in- 
ſult their Landlords, and rob the Farmers. I never could 
find why any Body of Men ſhould be exempt from the com- 
mon Labour of ſocial Duties, or why they ſhould be ſapported 
by a Community, who contribute neither to its Honour nor 
its Defence. 

I doubt not, Sir, buc I ſhall hear on this Occaſion of the 
Service of our Troops in the Suppreſſion of Riots; we ſhall 
be told, by the next pompous Orator who ſhall riſe up in 
Defence of the Army, that they have often diſperſed the 
Smugolers, that the Colliers have been driven down by the 
Terror of their Appearance to their ſubterraneous Fortifica- 
tions, that the Weavers in the midſt of that Rage which Hun- 
ger and Oppreſſion excited, fled at their Approach, that they 
have at our Markets bravely regulated the Price of Butter, 
and ſometimes, in the utmolt Exertion of heroic Fury, broken 
thoſe Eggs which they were not ſuffered to purchaſe at their 
own 1 erms. 

© Some one perhaps of more Penetration, may inform us of 
the Uſe which has been made of them at Elections, where 
the ſurly Burgeſſes have been ſometimes blind to the Merit of 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen, whom the Soldiers have known how 
to Eſicem according to their Deſert ; nor indeed do I ſee how 
thoſe can refuſe their Votes in Favour of our Troops, who 
are indebted for the Power of giving them, to their kind In- 
terpoſition. 

* 1o theſe Arguments, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with 


anſwering, that thoſe, who are veried in the Hiſtory of 
Bri- 
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Britain, know, that we have had Colliers and Weavers for 
many Years before a Standing Army was heard of among us, 
and that it is, nevertheleſs, no where recorded that any of our 
Kings were depoſed by thoſe formidable Bodies of Men, or 
that any remarkable Changes were made by them in the 
Form of our Government; and, therefore, till ſome Reaſon 
{hall be alledged, why ſuch Inſurrections are now more dan- 
gerous, and our civil Magiſtrates more impotent than in for- 
mer Apes, I humbly conceive that even without the Protec- 
tion of a Standing Army we might yet ſleep in Security, not- 
wichſtanding the Plots of the Colliers and the Combinations 
of the Weavers. | 

But I muſt own, Sir, theſe are not our only Enemies, for 
there is ſomewhere, yet in Exiſtence, a Perſon that lays Claim 
to the Dominion of theſe Kingdoms, and pleads an heredi- 
tary Title to diſpoſe of our Wealth, to ſubvert our Liberties, 
and deſtroy our Religion. 

If any Foreigner, Sir, unacquainted with our Affairs, were 
to be at preſent at our Debates, and hear with what Ardour 
we animate each other to an obſtinate Reſiſtance of this Pre- 
tender to the Throne, how often he is repreſented as hover- 
ing over us, and how often we have caught a general Panic, 
and imagin'd ourſelves upon the Verge of Deſtruction, how 
often our moſt zealous Patriots take Opportunities of declar- 
ing their Reſolution to die in the Defence of their Liberties, 
and how pathetically our moſt elegant Declaimers have ex- 
patiated on the Miſery of that unhappy Race whom they 
ſhould leave behind to groan under the Oppreſſion of abſo- 
lute Power, what would be his Opinion of this Pretender, 
whom he ſaw ſo perpetually dreaded, againſt whom fo many 
Alliances were formed, ſo many Armies were levied, and ſo 
many Navies equipped ? 

Would he not believe him to be ſome formidable Tyrant 
in a Neighbouring Country, the Lord of wide Dominions. 
and the Maſter of numerous Armies and powerful Fleets ? 
Would he not imagine that he could aſſemble half the Con- 
tinent at his Call, that he was {upported by powerful Al- 
liances, and that nothing but a fair Wind was required to 
land him on our Coaſts at the Head of Millions? And would 
he not, even on that Suppoſition, be inclin'd to cenſure us as 
timerous, as ſomewhat regardleſs of the Honour of our Na- 
tion, and condemn us for giving Way to ſuch Suſpicions 
and Exclamations as have a natural "Tendency to heighten the 
Apprehenſion of Danger, and depreſs the Spirits of the 
People ? 

"Bar what would be his Concluſion, Sir, when he ſhould 
be told, what in reality is true, that this dreadful Pretender is 

an 
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an unhappy Fugitive, driven in his Infancy from this Country, 
and by Conſequence without any perſonal Intereſt ; that he is 
ſupported by the Charity of a Prince whoſe Name is hated al- 
moſt by every Inhabitant of the Kingdom ; that he has nei- 
ther Sovereignty, nor Money, nor Alliances, nor Reputation in 
War, nor Skill in Policy; that all his Actions are watched by 
Britih Spies; and that the few Friends that remain to 
ſupport the Farce of a Court, are ſuch only as dare not return 
to their Native Country, and are therefore without Fortune, 
and without Dependants ? 

What could a wiſe Man conceive of a Nation held in 
continual Alarms by an Enemy like this; of a Nation al- 
ways watchful againſt an Invaſion from a Man who has nei- 
ther Dominions to ſupply, nor Money to hire, a ſingle Re- 
om ; from a Man whoſe Title all the neighbouring 

rinces diſown, and who is at ſuch a Diſtance from them, 
that he cannot be aſſiſted by them without open Preparations, 
of which we cannot fail of having Intelligence, and which 
may be defeated, without Danger, by the Veſlels regularly 
ſtation'd on our Coalts ? 

Would not any Stranger imagine, Sir, that we were a 
Nation infected with a general Frenzy, that Cowardice had 


perverted our Imaginations, filled us with Apprehenſions of F 


impoſſible Invaſions, raiſed Phantoms before our Eyes, and 


diſtracted us with wild Ideas of Slavery and Tyranny, Oppreſli- 1 


on and Perſecution ? 
I have dwelt thus long on this Point, becauſe I know the 
Pretender is the laſt Refuge of thoſe who defend a Standing 


Army; not that I propoſe to convince any Man of the Folly Þ- 
of ſuch Apprehenſions, or to fortify him againſt ſuch Terrors 
for the Time to come; for if any Man, in reality, now dreads“ 
the Pretender, Fear muſt be his Diſtemper, he is doom'd to 


live in Terrors, and it is of no Importance whether he dreads 


an Invaſion or a Goblin, whether he is afraid to diſband the] 
Army, or to put out his Candle in the Night, his Imagination 
is tainted, and he mult be cured, not by Argument, but by F* 


Phyſick. 


But the greateſt Part of thoſe who diſturb our Conſultati- | 


ons with the Mention of the Pretender, are Men of a very 
different Character, Men equally unconcerned about his De- 
ſigns, or his Motions, with thole who are molt defirous of 
ſetting the Nation free from the Burthen of an Army, and 


very often ſuch as we may diſcover, from their Conduct, to be 
determined to comply with every Government, and ſuch a: | 


have therefore nothing to fear from a Change of Maſters. 


The Men for whole ſake I am now ſpeaking, Sir, laugh | 

as much as I do at the Apprchenſions of thoſe whom the; 
COntri- © 
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contribute to terrify ; they know too well the Impotence of 
the Pretender to dread an Invaſion from him, and affect only 
to continue their Outcries, that they may not be deprived of 
a Topic, on which, by long Practice, they have attained an 
uncommon Facility of Haranguirg, which they know how 
to diverſify with various Combinations of Circumſtances, and 
how to accommodate to any emergent Occaſion without the 
Pain of torturing their Inventions. 

It may be uſeful, Sir, to inform theſe Men, that their 
Diſguiſe ought at laſt to be thrown off, becauſe it deceives no 
longer, and that the Nation cannot be cheated, but at the Ex- 
pence of more Cunning than they are willing. or perhaps 
able, to diſplay. A Maſk mult neceſſarily be thrown fe, 
when inſtead of concealing, it diſcovers him by whom it 
is uſed. | 

* Thoſe who are attempting, Sir, to deceive others, and 
whoſe Character is exalted, in their own Opinion, in propor— 
tion to the Succeſs of their Endeavours, have ſurely a Senſe 
of Shame, though they have none of Virtue ; and cannot 
without Pain, find their Artifices detected, aud themielves 
made the Objects of Ridicule, by thoſe Stratagems which 
they employ for the Deception of others. 

I hope, therefore, Sir, that, for their own Sakes, theſe 
Declaimers on the exploded Story of the Pretender, will 
change their Bugbear, that if it be neceſſary to frigliten thoſe 
whom they want Art or Eloquence to perſuade, they will 
find out ſome other Object ot Terror, which, after a little 
Practice in private Meetings, they may firſt produce in the 
Court, and then turn looſe in the Parliament. 

The World, methinks, allows them a ſufficient Choice 
of Tyrants more formidable than the Pretender. Suppoſe 
they ſhould revive the Hiſtory of the Mohocks. Ihe 1Mohocks 
are a dreadful Race, not to be mentioned without Horror by 
a true Lover of his Country, and a ſteady Adherent to the 
Houſe of Hanover; they might then very cafily encreale 
our Army, or inhance our Taxes ; for who would not be 
urged by his Wife and Daughter to agree to any Meaſures 
that might ſecure them from the Mohocks ? 

* But as an Army is at preſent likely to be kept up for 
our Defence againit an Enemy leſs formidable, it may be more 
ſeaſonable to propoſe the Regulation than the Diimiſſion of 
our Troops, and to mention thoſe Evils which ariſe from the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, rather than thoſe which are ini{cpar- 
able from the Expence of a ſtanding Force, 

* If it be neceſſary, Sir, to ſupport Soldiers, I ſuppoſe 
that it will not be denied by the Advocates for an Army, that 
we ought to levy ſuch Troops as may be of uſe ; yet in their 

Vor. XIII. 1 Practice 
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Practice they ſeem to have paid very little Regard to this 
Principle. Our Troopers are mounted upon Horſe which 
can ſerve no Purpoſe but that of Show, which may indeed 
wheel about in the Park with a formidable Air, but can 
neither advance upon an Enemy with Impetuoſity nor retreat 
from him with Expedition ; and which, therefore, though 
purchaſed by the Nation at a very high Price, and ſupported 
at a large Expence, can only grace a Review, but are of very 
little Uſe in an Enemy's Country, and mult periſh in the 
March, or ſtand unactive in the Battle. 

Nor is much more Service to be expected, Sir, from their 
Riders than from the Horſes, for there are very few of them 
acquainted with the firſt Elements of their Profeſſion, or who 
have ever learned more than a few Poſtures of Exerciſe, and 
the Meaning of a few Words of Command, but have a Num- 
ber of Officers with large Appointments, 

* The French Troops, Sir, if they are doubly officer'd, are 
officer'd and maintain'd at a leſs Expence, and to greater 
Effect; for the Soldiers are better inſtructed, and the ſame 
Number of Men coſt not, perhaps, much more than half the 
Charge of a Briti Regiment. 

« The Guards, Sir, that are maintained about this Me- 
tropolis, for no other Purpoſe than to keep up the Splendor 
of a modern Court, coſt the Nation yearly ſuch a Sum as 
would be ſaflicient to ſupport an Army of Frenchmen, for 
the Protection of their Frontier Towns, or the Invaſion of 
neighbouring Countries. 

For my Part, I cannot ſee what Injury would be done 
to the Nation by aboliſhing an Eſtabliſhment, at the ſame 
lime both uſeleſs and expenſive, and employing that Money 
which is at preſent ſquandered upon Idlers without Effect, 
upon Levies of uſeful Soldiers for marching Regiments, who 
might be employed, when Occaſion ſhould require them, in 
the Service of their Country. 

* It will doubtleſs be objected, that the Officers of this 
Body of Men, many of whom are Perſons of the higheſt 
Merit, and who have generally purcha:ed their Commiſſions, 

might very juſtly complain of being deprived, without a 
Crime, of that which they have bought at its full Value, and 
to which therefore they imagine themſelves intituled, till they 
{hall forfeit their Right by ſome Offence againſt the Laws, or 
ſome Neglect of their Duty. . 

* I ſhall not, Sir, at preſent enquire into the Juſtice of this 
Plea, nor examine, whether he who purchaſes an Employ- 
ment, which he knows to be uſeleſs, and therefore burthen- 


{ome to the Public, deſerves, that the Public ſhould be ſolicitous | | 


to ſupport him in the Enjoyment of it: But I ſhall declare, 
on 
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on this Occaſion, with Confidence, that I know many of the 
Officers of the Guards to be Men of Honour, who would 
gladly exchange their Poſts, ſo chargeable to the Nation, for 
an Opportunity of ſerving it, and who are not very anxious 
for the Increaſe of their Pay, ſo they may not be degraded 
from their preſent Rank. 

If theſe Gentlemen, Sir, might, in the Regiments that 
ſhould be raiſed by diſbanding the Guards, be advanc'd to 
higher Commiſſions, though with ſome Diminution of their 
Pay, they would imagine themſelves abundantly compenſated 
by the Happineſs of becoming uſeful Subjects, and ſerving 
that Nation by which they have been hitherto ſupported only 
to fill up the Pomp of Levees, and add to the Magnificence 
of Drawing Rooms, to loiter in Anti-Chambers, and to 
quarrel at Gaming-Tables. 

If this Scheme ſhould not be approved, the Method 
eligible, in the next Degree, ſeems to be, that of incorpora- 
ting our new Levies into the Regiments already raiſed, that 
being aſſociated with Men already acquainted with Diſcipline, 
they may learn their Duty much more expeditiouſly than in 
ſeparate Bodies, where one Officer will be obliged to at- 
tend to the Inſtruction of great Numbers, and where no 
Man will be excited to Application, becauſe no Man will ſee 
any Degree of Excellence, which he may be ambitious of 
attaining. 

* I have, indeed, heard no Reaſon alledged for the Neceſſi- 
ty of new Levies, which appeared likely to convince even thoſe 
by whom it was produced. It appears to me that our preſent 
Army is more than ſufficient for the publick Service without 
an Augmentation, and that ſome of our Regiments might 
immediately embark, not only without Danger to the Nation, 
but with far greater Hopes of Succeſs, as our Enemies would 
have leſs Time to ſtrengthen their Fortifications, and collect 
their 'Troops, and as diſciplined Forces are more formi- 
dable than Troops newly levied ; for Diſcipline muſt be of 
great Efficacy to the Succeſs of military Undertakings, or all 
Arguments which have been uſed in the Defence of a Stand- 
ing Army fall to the Ground. 

In Anſwer to this Propoſal, we ſhall probably be once again 
intimidated with an Invaſion, whether from the Pretender, 
the Spaniards, the French, or any other Power, it is of no 
great Importance. An Invaſion is a formidable Sound, the 
Sack of 'Vowns, the Deſtruction of Villages, the Captivity of 
our Children, the Ruin of our Fortunes, and the Deſolation 
of our Country are frightful Images, and may therefore be 
ſucceſsfully produced, on this Occaſion, to perplex our 
Thoughts, and embarraſs _ Enquire, 

2 0 
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© To remove therefore this Panic, and to diſſipate, for 
ever, the Phantoms of Invaſion, 1 will lay before the Houſe 
the Opinion of the Great Commander whoſe Name has al- 
ready bren introduced in this Debate. In the late Reign, on a 
Day when the great Officers of the Crown, and many of the 
Council, were at a publick Feaſt in the City, a Report Was 
ſuddenly fpread, that the Duke of Oimond had landed in the 
Welt with two thouſand Men. 'This Account was in Appear- 
ance well atteſted, and univerſally believed; all Jollity was 
therefore at an End, the Company departed, the Council 
was ſummoned, and every Man offered ſuch Expedients as 
his preieut Thoughts, confuſed and oppreſſed with the 
Proximity of the Danger, ſuggeſted to him. One propoſed 
that a Body of Troops ſhould be ſent to a diſtant Part of the 
Kingdom, to reſtrain the Seditions of the Populace ; another 
apprehended more Danger from a different Quarter, and ad- 
viſed that the Inhabitants ſhould be awed by another Detach- 
ment ſent thither ; the moſt experienced eaſily ſaw the Un- 
profitableneſs of the Meaſures propoſed, but could not ſo ea- 
fily ſtrike out more efficacious Expedients, and therefore fat 
in great Perplexity. Lord Somers particularly ſhook his 
Head, ard ſeemed to conſider the Kingdom as in the Hands 
of the Invaders, and the dreadful Pretender as ſeated on the 
Throne. 

At laſt the Duke of Marlborough, who had hitherto ſat 
filent, ask d calmly, whether they were certain that any Forces 
were really landed ? and was anſwered, that though it might 
not be abſolutely certain, yet they were to conſult and ſend Or- 
ders upon that Supoſition. Then, ſays he, I will lay down 
this great Rule to be obſerved invariably, whenever you are in- 
vaded. Attend only to one Point, nor have any other Pur- 
poſe in view than that of deſtroying the regular Forces that 
ſhall be landed in the Kingdom, without any Regard to petty 
Inſurrections, which may be always eaſily quelled, and which 
will probably ceaſe of themſelves, when the Army, by which 
they were excited, is cut cf, For this End let it be your 
Rule to keep your Army undivided, and to make no Motion 
but towards the Enemies, fight them with the utmoit Expe- 
dition, before they can fortify themſelves to receive Re in- 
forcements from the Continent. By the Obſervation of this 
plain Method of Operation, continued he, I will engage 
without any other Force than the Regiments generally ttatt- 
oned about the Capital, to put a Stop to any Troops that ſhall 
be landed on the Coaſt of Great Britain. 

So far was this great Officer, who was acquainted with 
the whole Art of War, from ſinking into Aftoniſhment at the 
Sound of an Invaſion, and fo far from thinking it neceſſary, 
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that the Nation ſhould be harraſſed by Standing Troops, to 
reſerve it from being plundered by a foreign Army. 

But though our Troops, Sir, ſhould not be neceſſary to 
prevent an Invaſion, they may be uſeful in Services of equal 
Importance : 'The Miniſtry may think the Votes of the Of- 
ficers more ſerviceable than their Swords, and may be more 
afraid of expoſing themſelves than the Nation by any De- 
tachment of their Forces. 

such is at preſent, Sir, the State of this unhappy Coun- 
try, that neither in Peace nor War are any Meaſures taken, 
but with a View of encreaſing or confirming the Power of 
the Miniſtry ; for this Purpoſe thoſe Troops, whoſe Officers 
have Seats here, are to be retained at home, and the Fate 
of our Weſt India Settlements to be committed to new le- 
vied Forces without military Skill. 

For this Reaſon is an Army to be raiſed without Ne- 
ceſſity, and raiſed in a Manner that may furniſh the Court 
with an Opportunity of extending its Influence, by the Diſ- 
poſal of great Numbers of new Commiſſions. By this Plan 
every Family that is burthened with a Relation, whoſe 
Vices have ruined his Fortune, or whoſe Stupidity diſqua- 
lifes him for Employment, will have an Opportunity of ſell- 
ing, for a Commiſſion, their Intereſt at the approaching Elec- 
tion; Dependance will be propagated, and the troubleſome 
Spirit of Liberty be depreſled. 

To little Purpoſe will it be objected, that Soldiers and 
Officers will be equally Ignorant, that Diſcipline is not in- 
fuſed inſtantaneouſly, that a military Dreſs will not make 
2 Soldier, that Men can only know their Duty by Inſtruc- 
tion, and that nothing is to be hoped from Ploughmen, 
and Manuſacturers commanded by School-boys. The Suc- 
ceſs of the Expedition is not ſo much conſidered by thoſe 
who have the Direction of the Levies, as that of the Elec- 
tion, and while they keep their Poſts they are very little 
concerned about the Affairs of the Weft Indies. 

© In Defence of this Method it has, indeed, been affirm- 
ed, that it was preferred by the Duke of Marlborough ; but 
we are not informed to whom, or upon what Occaſion he 
declared his Opinion, and therefore are left at Liberty to 
doubt, whether his Authority is not produced for a Method 
which he did not approve, or approved only at ſome particular 
Time for ſome extraordinary Service. 

It is urged that he recommended it by his Practice, and 
that his Succeſs is a ſufficient Proof that his Practice was 
founded upon right Maxims. But if it be remembered what 
was, in that Time, the Method of obtaining Commiſſions, 
and who it was that had the Diſpoſal of them, it will ap- 


pear, 
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pear not abſolutely certain, that his Practice ought to be 
produced as a deciſive Proof of his Opinion. 

« If the Succeſs of Troops be properly urged as an Ar- 
gument for the Form of their Eſtabliſhment, may not the 
Victories of Prince Eugene afford a Proof, equally convincing, 
that a few Officers are ſufficient ? And if the Arguments, 
which ariſe from Succeſs are equal on both Sides, ought 
not the Neceſlity of ſaving the Publick Money to turn the 
Balance ? 

War, Sir, is in its own Nature a Calamity very grie- 
vous to the moſt powerful and flouriſhing People, and to a 
trading Nation is particularly deſtructive, as it at once ex- 
hauſts our Wealth, and interrupts our Commerce, at once 
drinks up the Stream and choaks up the Fountain. In thoſe 
Countries, whoſe Affairs are wholly tranſacted within their 
own Frontiers, where there is either very little Money, or 
where their Wealth is dug out of their own Mines, they 
are only weakened by the Loſs of Men, cr by the Dimi- 
nution of their Dominions, and in general can only ſuffer 
by being overcome. 

© But the State of Great Britain is far different, it is not 
neceſſary to our Ruin that an Enemy ſhould be ſt-onger than 
ourſelves, that he ſhould be able to pour Armies into our 
Country, to cover the Sea with Fleets, to burn our Villages 
by Incurſions, or deſtroy our Fortreſſes with Bombs ; for he 
that can ſecure his own Dominions from our Attacks, to 
which nothing but Diſtance and ſome Advantages of Situa- 
tion are neceſſary, may ſupport a War againſt us; and he 
that can fit out Privateers to interrupt our Trade, may, 
without obtaining a Victory, reduce us to Diſtreſs. 

Our Situation, Sir, as it preſerves us from the Danger 
of an Invaſion except from that powerful Monarch the Pre- 


tender, who is indeed always to be dreaded, has likewiſe | 
the Effect of ſecuring other Nations from being invaded bj 
us, for it is very difficult to tranſport in one Fleet, and to 
land at one Time, a Number ſufficient to force their Way | 


into a Country where the Ports are fortified, and the Inha- 
bitants in Arms. 


Our Wars, Sir, are therefore to be determined by naval ' 
Battles, and thoſe Nations have very little to fear from us 


who have no Trade to be diſturbed, and no Navies to be 
deſtroyed; if they can only fit out Cruiſers which may al- 
ways be done by granting Commiſſions to foreign Adven- 
turers, they may ruin ovr Merchants by Captures, exhauſt 
the Nation by the Neceſſity of Convoys, and give neutral 
Traders an Opportunity of eſtabliſhing their Credit at thoſe 
Markets, which have been hitherto ſupplied by our Manu- 
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© This is indeed far from being at preſent an exact Ac- 
count of the State of Spain, whole wide extended Domini- 
ons are liable to Inſults, and from whom many of her moſt 
wealthy Provinces may be torn without great Hazard or 
Difficulty. The particular State of her Commerce, which 
being only carried on from one Part of her Dominions to 
another, can only be for a Time interrupted, but is in no 
Danger of being invaded by any Rival, or loſt by Diſuſe, 
at leaſt requires our Conſideration : And we ought to make 
War with the utmoſt Frugality againſt a People whom no 
Hoſtilities can really impoveriſh, whoſe Commerce may be 
ſaid to lie at reſt rather than to be ſhackled, as it will riſe 
into greater Vigour at the End of the War, and whoſe 
Treaſures, though the Want of them is a preſent Inconve- 
nience, are only piled up for a Time of Security. 

* As the only Method, Sir, of reducing this Nation muſt 
be that of invading its Colonies, and diſmembering its Pro- 
vinces, by which the chief Perſons will be deprived of their 
Revenues, and a general Diſcontent be ſpread over the 
People, the Forces which are levied for this Expedition, (an 
Expedition on which the Honour of our Arms and the Proſ- 
perity of our Trade muſt ſo much neceſſarily &&pend,) 
ought to be ſelected with the greateſt Care, and diſciplined 
with the exacteſt Regularity. 

On this Occaſion, therefore, it is ſurely improper to em- 
ploy Troops newly collected from Shops and Villages, and 
yet more irrational to truſt them to the Direction of Boys 
called on this Occaſion from the Frolicks of a School, or 
forced from the Boſoms of their Mothers, and the Softneſs of 
the Nurſery. It is not without Compaſſion, Compaſſion very 
far extended, that I conſider the unhappy Striplings doom'd 
to a Camp, from whom the Sun has hitherto been ſcreen- 
ed, and the Wind excluded ; who have been taught by many 
tender Lectures the Unwholſomeneſs of the Evening Mitts 
and the Morning Dews, who have been wrapt in Furs in 
Summer, who have lived without any Fatigue but that of 
Dreſs, or any Care but that of their Complexion. 

Who can forbear, Sir, ſome Degree of Sympathy, when 
he ſees Animals like theſe taking their laſt Farewel of the 
Maid that has fed them with Sweet-Meats, and defended 
them from Inſects; when he ſees them dreit up in the Ha- 
biliments of Soldiers, loaded with a Sword, and inveſted with 
a Command, not to mount the Guard at the Palace, not to 
diſplay their Lace at a Review, not to protect Ladies at the 


Door of an Aſſembly Room, nor to ſhow their Intrepidity at 


a Country Fair, but to enter into a kind of Fellowſhip with 
the rugged Sailor, to hear the Tumult of a Storm, to ſuſtain 
the 
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the Change of Climates, and to be ſet on ſhore in an Ene- 
my's Dominions ? | 

* Surely, he that can ſee ſuch Spectacles without Sorrow, 
muſt have hardened his Heart beyond the common Degrees 
of Cruelty, and it may reaſonably be expected, that he who 
can propoſe any Method by which ſuch Hardſhips may be 
eſcaped, will be thought entituled to Gratitude and Praiſe. 

For my Part, I ſhould imagine, Sir, that an eaſy Method 
might be diſcovered of obviating ſuch Miſery, without leſſen- 
ing that Number of Officers, which perhaps, in Oppoſition 
to Reaſon and Experience, ſome Gentlemen will continue to 
think neceſſary, and L hope that this may be no improper 
time to declare my Opinion. 

I have obſerved, that for ſome time, no private Sentinel 
has ever riſen to any Rank above that of a Serjeant, and that 
Commiſſions have been reſerved as Rewards for other Services 
than thoſe of the Camp. This Procedure, I cannot but 
think at once impolitick and unjuſt. 

It is impolitick, Sir, as it has a natural Tendency to ex- 
tinguiſh in the Soldiery all Emulation and all Induſtry. Sol- 
diers have an equal Genius with other Men, and undoubted- 
ly there might be found among them great Numbers capable 
of learning and of improving the military Sciences ; but they 
have likewiſe the ſame Love of Eaſe, and the Defire of Hon- 
our and of Profit, and will not condemn themſelves to labour 
without the Proſpe& of Reward, nor ſacrifice their Time to 
the Attainment of that Knowledge, which can have no other 
Effect than to make them diſcover the Stupidity of their Com- 
manders, and render their Obedience more difficult, as it 
will deſtroy that Reverence which is neceſſary to Subordina- 
tion. 

It is unjuſt, Sir, becauſe it is not to be doubted, that 
ſome Soldiers by the natural Force of their Faculties, or by a 
laudable Activity of Mind, have extended their Knowledge 
beyond the Duties of a private Station, and he that excels in 
his Profeſſion has an equitable Claim to Diſtinction and Pre- 
ferment. To advance any Man in the Army, becauſe his 
Father is an Orator in Parliament, or the Leading Man 
of a Borough, ſeems not more rational, than to make another 
Man a Judge becauſe ſome of his Anceſtors were ſkilled in 
Gunnery ; nor would the Lawyers have juſter Reaſons for 
Complaint in one Caſe, than the Soldiers in the other, 

It is therefore, Sir, in my Opinion, neceſſary to the Ad- 
vancement of military Knowledge, that as a Sentinel is, for 
excelling in his Profeſſion, advanced to the Degree of a Ser- 
jeant, the Serjeant, who continues his Application, and 
performs his Duty, ſhould, in time, be honoured with a 


Commiſſion. 3 
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It may be objefted indeed, that Serjeants, though 
ſkilful in Diſcipline, yet can very ſeldom arrive at any 
remarkable Skill in Politicks, and though they ſhould be 
ſo fortunate as to gain Eſtates, could never be of any uſe as 
the Repreſentatives of a Borough; and to what Purpoſe ſhould 
thoſe Men be advanced, who can only ſerve their Country, 
but can contribute very little to the Support of the Court ? 

This is, I own, Sir, an Objection which I deſpair of an- 
ſwering to the Satisfaction of thoſe by whom it will be raiſed. 
The hardy Serjeant would never cringe gracefully at a Levee, 
would never attain to any ſucceſsful Degree of Addreſs in 
ſoliciting Votes, and if he ſhould, by mere Bribery, be deputed 
hither, would be unable to defend the Conduct of his Di- 
rectors. 

In Vindication of the preſent Scheme, I believe few of 
thoſe rugged Warriors would find many Arguments ; they 
would not recommend to the Nation a Troop of Boys, under 
the Command of Boys, as the molt proper Forces to be ſent to 
make Conquelts in diſtant Countries; nor would imagine, that 


 unſkilful Soldiers could, under the Direction of Officers e- 


qually ignorant with themſelves, attain the Knowledge of 
their Duty in the ſame Time as if they were incorporated 
with regular Troops, in which every Man might receive In- 
ſtruction, and learn his Buſineſs from his Comrade. 

© I had lately, Sir, the Opportunity of hearing the Opinion 
of one of the greateſt Generals in the World, on this Subject, 
who declared with the utmoit Confidence of Certainty, that 
raw Troops could be diſciplined in a ſhort Time, only by be- 
ing incorporated with thoſe that had been already taught 
their Duty; and aſſerted, that with an Army ſo mixed, he 
ſhould think himſelf ſufficiently enabled to meet any Forces 
of the ſame Number, and ſhould not fear to acquit himſelf 
ſucceſsfully, either in attacking or defending. 

Such are the Sentiments of this great Man, to whom [I 
know not whether any Name can be oppoſed, that deſerves 
equally to be reyerenced. He has had the Honour of de- 
fending the Rights of his Country in the Senate, as well 
as in the Field, has ſignalized himſelf equally in the Debate 
and in the Battle, and perhaps deſerves leis Regard for having 
hazarded his Life, than for having been diveſted of his Em- 
ployments. 

* Since therefore, it is apparent that great Numbers of 
Officers are by no means neceſſary to Succeſs in War, ſince 
they are dangerous to our Liberty in Time of Peace, ſince 
they are certainly expenſive, and at beſt not certainly uſeful ; 
and ſince the greateſt General of the preſent Age has de- 
clar'd that our new Levies ought to be mingled with our 
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Standing Forces, I ſhall think it my Duty, to vote againſt 
the preſent Scheme of raiſing new Regiments, and ſhall agree 
to no other Supplies than ſuch as may be ſufficient for adding 
the ſame Numbers to the preſent Army. 


General Wade then ſpoke as follows. 
Str, 

* Though I cannot pretend to purſue the Honourable 
Gentleman through the whole Compaſs of his Argument, nor 
ſhall attempt to ſtand up as his Rival, either in Extent of 
Knowledge, or Elegance of Language; yet as my Courſe of 
Life has neceſſarily furniſhed me with ſome Obſervations re- 
lating to the Queſtion before us, and my preſent Station in 
the Army, may, in ſome Meaſure, be ſaid to make it my Duty 
to declare my Opinion, I ſhall lay before the Houſe a few 
Conſiderations, with the artleſs Simplicity of a plain Soldier, 
without engaging in a formal Debate, or attempting to over- 
throw the Arguments of others. 

t is obſerved, Sir, that for the greateſt Part, the farther 
any Man has advanced in Life, the leſs Confidence he places 
in Speculation, and the more he learns to reſt upon Experi- 
ence, the only ſure Guide in human Affairs; and as the Tranſ- 
actions in which he is engaged are more important, with the 
greater Anxiety does he inquire after Precedents, and the 
more timorouſly does he proceed, when he is obliged to re- 
gulate his Conduct by Conjecture or by Deliberation. 

This Remark, Sir, though it may be juſt with Regard 
to all States of Life, is yet more conſtantly and certainly ap- 
plicable to that of the Soldier; becauſe as his Profeſſion is 
more hazardous than any other, he muſt with more Caution 
guard againſt Miſcarriages and Error. The old Soldier, 
therefore, very rarely ventures beyond the Verge of Experi- 
ence, unleſs in Compliance with particular Accidents, which 
does not make any Change in his general Scheme, or in Situa- 
tions, where nothing can preſerve him, but ſome new Strata- 
gem or unprecedented Effort, which are not to be mentioned 
as Part of his original Plan of Operation, becauſe they are 
produced always by unforeſeen Emergences, and are to be 
impated, not to Choice but to Neceſſity ; for in Conſequence 
of my firſt Principle, an old Soldier never willingly involves 


himſelf in Difficulties, or proceeds in ſuch a Manner, as that | 
he may not expect Succeſs by the regular Operations of 


War. 
* It will not therefore be ſtrange, if I, who, having 


ſerved in the Army in the Wars of King William, may 


juſtly claim the Title of an old Soldier, ſhould not eaſily 


depart from the Methods eſtabliſhed in my Youth 3 Methods 
by 
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by which their Effects have ſhewn me, that they at leaſt an- 
ſwer the Intention for which they were contrived, and which 
therefore I ſhall be afraid of rejecting, leſt thoſe which are 
propoſed to be ſubſtituted in their Place, however probable 
in Speculation, ſhould be found defective in Practice; and 
the Reaſonings, which indeed I cannot anſwer, ſhould be 
confuted in the Field, where Eloquence has very little Power. 

The Troops of Great Britain, formed according to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, have been found ſucceſsful ; they have 
preſerved the Liberties of Europe, and driven the Armies 
of France before them ; they have appeared equally formi- 
dable in Sieges and in Battles, and with Strength equally 
irreſiſtible, have preſſed forward in the Field, and mounted 
the Breach. It may be urged, that this Vigour, Alacrity 
and Succeſs, cannot be proved to have been produced by 
the Number of Officers who commanded them ; but 
ſince, on the contrary, it cannot be ſhewn that the Num- 
ber of Officers did not contribute to their Victories, I think 
it not prudent to try the Experiment, which, if it ſhould 
ſucceed, as it poſſibly may, would produce no great Advan- 
tage ; and if it ſhould fail, and chat it may fail no Man 
will deny, muſt bring upon us, not only the Expence, which 
we are fo ſolicitous to avoid, but Diſgrace and Loſſes, a 
long Interruption of our Trade, and the Slaughter of great 
Numbers of our Fellow-Subjects. | 

* Thus far, Sir, I have proceeded upon a Suppoſition 
that the Balance of Argument is equal on both Sides, and 
that nothing could be alledged on one Part, but Experience, 
or objedted to the other, but the Want of it; but as I am 
now called to declare my Opinion in a Queſtion relating to 
my Profeſſion, a Queſtion of great Importance to the Pub- 
lic, I ſhould think that I had not diſcharged my Duty to 
my Country with that Fidelity which may juſtly be expected 
from me, if I ſhould omit any Obſervation that my Me- 
mory may ſuggeſt, by which the Houſe may be better en- 


abled to proceed in this Enquiry. 


I think it therefore proper to declare, that we not only, 


4 in the laſt great War, experienced the Uſcfulneſs of nume- 
rous Officers, but that we have likewiſe felt the Want of 


them on a Signal Occaſion, and that the only greateſt Ad- 
vantage which our Enemies obtained, was gained over an 
Army, rendered weak by the Wan! cf the utual Number of 


Officers. Such were the Forces that were defeated at the 
fatal Battle of Almanxa, by which almoſt all Spain * was re- 


covered from us. And it is, Sir, the Opinion of very ſkilful 


t'2 Com- 


* General Wade, at the Head of two Battalions, repulſed twenty two 
Squadrons of the Enemy in that Action, being then Colonel of a Regiment. 
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Commanders, that the Germans, only by having fewer Of. 
ficers than the French, did not ſucceed in thoſe long and 
obſtinate Battles of Parma and Guaſtalla. 

* Tt is indeed natural to imagine, that a greater Number 
of Officers muſt promote Succeſs, becauſe Courage is kind- 
led by Example, and it is therefore of uſe to every Man 
to have his Leader in his View. Shame at one 'Time, and 
Affection at another, may produce the Effects of Courage, 
where it is wanted, and thoſe may follow their Commander, 
who are inclined to deſert their Duty; for it is ſeldom 
known, that, while the Officers appear confident, the Sol- 
diers deſpair, or that they think of retreating but after the 
Example of their Leaders. 

« Where there are only few Officers, it is apparent, that 
more is left to Chance, in which it becomes not a wiſe Man 
to place any Confidence ; for if the Officers are killed at 
the Beginning of the Action, the Soldiers muſt become an 
uſeleſs, defenceleſs Herd without Order, without Unanimity, 
and without Deſign ; but, by the preſent Method, if an 
Officer happens to fall, his Place is immediately ſupplied by 
another, the Action goes forward, and the Enemy receives 
no Advantage from Confuſion or Delay. 

I am therefore of Opinion, that in raiſing Troops for 
the Expedition now intended, the eſtabliſhed Method ought 
to be followed, and that we ought not to hazard the Succeſs 
of our Attempt, by new Regulations, of which no human 
Sapacity can foretel the Event. 

* Tho" it cannot be denied, that ſome Addition might 
be made to our Companies without any viſible or certain In- 
convenience, yet the Augmentation now intended, is too 
numerous to be ſo incorporated without ſome Neglect of Diſ- 
cipline, as the Officers would be charged with more Men than 
they could properly ſuperintend. 

There is indeed, Sir, another Method of Incorporation, 
by adding new Companies to each Regiment ; but of this Me- 
thod the Advantage would be ſmall, becauſe the Number of 
Captains and inferiour Officers muſt be the ſame, and the Pay 
of only the Field-Officers would be ſaved, and this trifling 
Gain would be far over-balanc'd by the Incouveniencies which 
Experience has ſhown to ariſe from it. There have been Re- 
giments formed of thirteen Companies inſtead of ten; but it 
was found, that as the Officers of a Company may be over- 
charged with Soldiers, ſo a Colonel may likewiſe have more 
Companies than he can conveniently inſpect, and the antient 
Regulation was reſtored, as the leatt liable to Difficulties and 
Obiettions. 

+ Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the Manner in which 
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our new Troops are propoſed to be levied, it may be expected 
that I ſhould now make ſome Obſervations on the Service in 
which they are to be employed, which I cannot think liable 
to any unan ſwerable Objection. It is now, Sir, in our 
Choice whether we will ſend the new Regiments abroad or 
keep them at home ; and our Choice may eaſily be deter- 
mined by comparing the Value of our Colonies, with That of 
their Mother Country. If it be not neceſſary to have any 
Army here, to defend us againſt Inſults and Invaſions, the 
Queſtion about the Manner of raiſing or employing new Re- 
giments is ſuperfluous, becauſe none ought to be raiſed, as 
our old Troops are ſufficiently numerous for foreign Service. 
But if the Security of the Nation requires an Army, would 
it not be Madneſs to ſend thoſe Troops, to a diſtant Part of 
the World, in which we can confide moſt? Would not thoſe, 
who ſpeak with ſuch Contempt of an Expedition undertaken 
by Boys, have a better Reaſon for the Cenſure, if only Boys 
were ſtation'd on our Coaſts to repel the Veterans of the 
French ? Would not ſuch Meaſures animate our Enemies, 
and invite an Invaſion ? 

It may perhaps be urged farther, that the Troops which 
are ſent into the Veſt Indies, are more likely to ſucced in their 
Deſign, than any Regiment of antient Eſtabliſhment. The chief 
Danger to be feared in that Part of the World, is not from 
the Enemy but the Climate, with which young Men are moſt 
able to contend, though they may not be equally qualified for 
Attempts, in which Skill 1s equally neceſſary with Vigour. 

IJ am convinc'd, Sir, that this War has hitherto been 
proſecuted with Ardour and Fidelity, and that no Meaſures 
have been taken but ſuch as Experience and Reaſon have 
ſupported, and therefore aftirm, without Scruple, that if we 
are not ſucceſsful, our Miſcarriages muſt be imputed to the 
Chance of War, from which no Prudence can exempt us. 

; 4. Quarendon. 
The Lord Quarendon * ſpoke next to the following Purpoſe. 
Sir. 

Having but very lately had the Honour of a Seat in 
this Houſe, I am conſcious how little I am acquainted with 
either the Subjects or Forms of Debate, and ſhould therefore 
continue to liſten to the Sentiments of Perſons more experi- 
enced, with filent Veneration, did I not obſerve with how 
much Indulgence they are heard who mean well, however de- 
ficient in Knowledge, or in Eloquence. 

* As the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Sir, pro- 
feſles to have form'd his Opinion rather from Facts than 
Arguments, I hope I thail be indulged by the Houſe in an At- 

tempt 
Now Earl of Litchfield, 
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tempt to examine thoſe Facts which he has produced, becauſe 
I think them not iufficient to ſupport his Poſitions, which 
muſt therefore be eſtabliſh'd by ſome other Proofs, before a 
Decifion of this Queition can be fixed by them. 

* With regard to his Experience, to which undoubtedly no 
ſmall Degree of Veneration is due, he confeſſes that we have 
tried only one of the two Forms of Eſtabliſhment now in 
Competition, and that therefore, though he has had Reaſon 
to approve that with which he is moſt acquainted, he has no 
certain Proofs of the Inefficacy or Imperfection of the other, 

But Experience, Sir, may be extended much farther than 
our own perſonal Tranſactions, and may very juſtly compre- 
hend thoſe Obſervations which we have had Opportunities 
of making upon the Conduct and Succeſs of others. This 
Gentleman, though he has only commanded in the Armies of 
Great Britain, has ſeen the Forces of other Nations, has 
remarked their Regulations, and heard of their Actions, he 
has probably ated in Conjunction with our Confederates in 
the laſt War, and tho? it is known that they differ from us in 
the Proportion of Soldiers and Officers, he has mentioned no 
Diſadvantage which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe from their 
Eſtabliſhment, and therefore, I ſuppoſe, he cannot deny that 
their Behaviour and Succeſs was the ſame with that of our 
Troops. 

The Battles of Almanxa, Parma, and Guaftalla, which 
he has particularly mention'd, were loſt, as he informs 
us, by Armies not officer'd according to the Eſtabliſhment 
which he recommends to us ; but it is obſervable that his Ar- 
gument is defective in an eſſential Part; for though he af- 
firms that the Armies which were defeated had fewer Officers 
than the Enemy, he has neither ſhown, nor attempted to ſhow, 
that the Want of Officers occaſioned the Defeat, or that the 
Loſs would have been prevented by a greater Number. 

© Theſe Inſtances, therefore, can be of no Effect on the 
Determination of the preſent Queſtion ; for though it is cer- 
tain that at A/manza, and at other Places, Armies with few 
Officers, have loſt the Battle, it is not leſs common for thoſe 
Troops that are more liberally ſupplied to be overthrown by 
others which are differently model d. | 

* With Regard, Sir, to the Troops of Germany, I have 
heard them praiſed in many Parts of Europe, as not inferior 
either to thoſe of France, or of any other Nation, and have 
been informed that their ill Succeſs, both at Parma and 
Gea/talla, may be jultly imputed to other Cauſes than the 
want of Officers. 

There has, perhaps, Sir, ſeldom been an Example of Firm- 
neſs, Diſcipline and Reſolution, beyond that which was * 
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by the Germans at the Action of Parma, where they attack'd 
the Trenches of the French, ſuſtained che Fire of the Ram- 
parts of the City, and though they loſt their Commander in 
Chief and two others, towards the Beginning of the Action, 
they continued the Fight for eleven Hours, and at laſt retired 
only at the Approach of Night. 

* At Guaſtalla, Sir, they attacked the French in their 
Trenches, even with Forces inferior in Number, ſo far were 
they from any Diffidence in the Form of their Eitabliſhment 
and after a Fight of ſeven Hovrs, in which their Loſs was, 
under all Diſadvantages, not gre: than that of their Enemies, 
they retreated to their former Camp unmoleſted and unpurſu- 
ed. The French, Sir, were preſerved in both theſe Battles, not 
by the Number of their Officers, bat by their Situation, by 
Woods, Caſſines, Ditches and Intrenchments, 

Nor do I diſcover, Sir, what can be inferred from his 
Obſervation of the Influence of Example in time of Action, 
but that Officers ſnould be ſelected with great Care, and not 
be promoted by Favour, Intereſt, or Caprice; for an Ex- 
ample of Cowardice in a Leader muſt be pernicious, in Pro- 
portion, as that of Bravery is beneficial; and as, where more 
Officers are ſuppoſed neceſlary there is leſs Room for Choice, 
ſo it muſt be allowed that the '['roops, which have more 
Officers than other Forces, are in more Danger of being 
infeted with Cowardice. 

It appears therefore to me, that the Expence of the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment is a certain Evil, and that the Advantages 
are very doubtful ; and I think it demonſtrable, that the preſent 
State of the Nation requires Frugality, and theretore I ſhall vote 
for the Incorporation of our new Levies with the old Regiments. 

* By this Incorporation, Sir, our new levied Troops will 
be no longer diſtinguiſhed from our Veterans; they will be 
equally acquainted with Diſcipline, and wil learn from the 
Converſation of their Aſſociates, a Spirit of Enterpriſe, and a 
Contempt of Danger ; we may then emplcy Forces equally for- 
midable in all Parts of the public Service, and invade the Domini- 
ons of our Enemies, without leaving our own Country deſolate. 

The Arguments which the honourable Gentleman has 
offered in Defence of ſending our younger Troops to the Weff 
Indies, which may likewiſe be uſed againſt an Incorporation, 
is in my Opinion, Sir, far from being concluſive ; for it ſup- 
poſes, what will not be granted, that a cold Climate may be 
Changed for a hotter, with more Safety by a young, than an 
old Man. I have been told on the contrary, that ſuperabun- 


dant Heat is the great Diſeaſe of Youth, and that the Want 


of it produces moſt of the Iufirmities of Age; and every one 


has known the Lives of Perſons, languiſhing with Age, pro- 


long d by a Removal into warm Countries. I am therefore 


of 
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of Opinion, that the honourable Gentleman's Argument is 
defective in all its Parts, and hope that I ſhall not be charged 
with Obſtinacy or Perverſeneſs for diſſenting from him. 


Mr. Howe + ſpoke next in Subſtance as follows. 
ir, 

* Before I engage in a Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion, I cannot 
but think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the honourable Gentle- 
man, who ſpoke the ſecond in this Debate, has been very far 
from conſulting either Policy or Juſtice in his Declamation, 
and that he deviated from the Subject only to ridicule his 
Country, to exalt our Enemies, and depreſs our Efforts. 

* He has deſcribed, Sir, the Britiſb Youth, the Sons of 
noble Families, and the Hopes of the Nation, in Terms too 
contemptuous to be heard without Indignation ; he has amuſed 
himſelf with diſplaying their Ignorance and their Effeminacy, 
and has indulged his Imagination in a malignant Kind of 
Gaiety, which, hower it may divert himſelf, is very far from 
contributing either to the Reformation or Prevention of 
thoſe Practices which he cenſures. 

© I believe, Sir, it will be granted, that nothing ought to 
pleaſe but in Proportion to its Propriety and Truth ; and if 
we try the Satire that we have lately heard by this Teſt, it 
will be fourd to have very little Claim to Applauſe ; for our 
Armies mult be compoſed of the Youth of the Nation : And 
for my Part, I cannot diſcover what Advantage we ſhall gain 
over the Spaniards by informing them how little our Troops 
are accuſtomed to Danger, how ſhort a Time they have been 
acquainted with Fatigue, how tenderly they have been nurſed, 
how eaſily they may be frighted, and how certainly they will 
be conquer'd, if they but meet with Oppoſition. 

Nor, Sir, is ſuch an Account of the Youth of Britain 
more true, in my Opinion, than it is prudent. I am far from 
diſcovering any ſuch remarkable Degeneracy in the Age, or 
any great Prevalence of Cowardice and unmanly Delicacy ; 
nor do I doubt of hearing, that our Youth, if they are ſent up- 
on any Expedition, will ſhew, that the Brit; Courage is 
not vet extinguiſhed, and that, if they are ranged on the 
Plains of the Weft Indies, they will diſcover themſelves the 
Sons of thoſe that forced the Paſs of Schellenbourg. 


That the Degeneracy of the Britiſb Youth is, at leaſt, not | 


univerſal,, we have juſt now, Sir, received an inconteſtible 
Proof from the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and ſpoke with ſo 


much Elegance of Language, and Juſtneſs of Reaſoning, as | 


ſhews, that there are to be found, among the Youth of Great 
Britain, Perions very well qualified for the Parliament ; and 


+ Created Lord Chedworth ſoon after the Didolution of the Parliament: 


I =. 


kk PAM a ww 1 


g. ww weagmyF.c 


( 149 ) 
have never heard that a Poſt in the Army required greater 
Abilities. 

* The Pleaſure, however, with which I have attended 
to his Remarks, has not ſo far præjudic'd me in Favour of 
his Opinion, as that I ſhall eaſily conſent to change that Me- 
thod of Diſcipline to which our Troops have been accuſtom- 
ed, and of which we know by Experience, that it is at leaſt 
not leſs efficacious than that of any other Nation. Cuſtoms, 
if they are not bad, are not to be changed, becauſe it is an 
Argument in Fayour of a Practice that the People have ex- 
perienc'd it, and approv'd it, and every Change is diſagreeable 
to thoſe who judge only by Prejudice, of whom I need not 
ſay how great is the Number. | 

* Many Arguments may, Sir, in my Opinion, be added to 
our Experience in Favour of the preſent Eſtabliſhment. T'he 
Number of Officers But I find myſelf unable to pur- 
ſue my Deſign, becauſe I can't read my Notes, which, being 
written by another Hand, are difficult to make out, as *tis 
the Dusk of the Evening —— I ſhall therefore only make 
ſome Obſervations upon the Speech of the Gentleman who 
ſpoke the ſecond in this Debate, and hope that J ſhall be 
allowed to deviate from the principal Queſtion, ſince I do 
it only in Purſuit of another. 

.* He has obſerved, that our Troopers are mounted upon 
Horſes that are of no Uſe ; a Remark, Sir, which I never 
heard from any other Perſon, and for which, I believe, no 
Authority can be produced: They are mounted, indeed, up- 
on Horſes very different from thoſe which are uſed by other 
Nations, becauſe ſcarcely any other Country breeds Horſes of 
equal Size and Strength, and therefore, as I am inform'd, the 
French have purchaſed Horſes from this Iſland, and I be- 
lieve that all the Cavalry of Europe would be mounted upon 
our Horſes, if they could procure them. I have been in- 
formed, that their Preſſure in the Shock of Battle is ſuch as 
no Forces in the World are able to ſuſtain ; and that it was 
not leſs by the Strength of our Horſes, than the Spirit of our 
Soldiers, that the Squadrons of France were, in the Battle of 
Blenheim, puſhed into the Danube. 

Nor do I leſs diſapprove his Cenſure of the Choice 
which has been made of the Troops intended for the e 
Indian Service, which, though I ardently deſire its Succeſs, I 
cannot think of equal Importance with the Defence of our 
own Country, for tho* we may be diſgraced by a Defeat, we 
can be endanger'd only by an Invaſion ; and therefore I think 
it neceſſary to retain thoſe Troops on which we may belt rely 
for the Security of this Ifland, leſt our Enemies ſhould take 
the Advantage of their Abſence, and let the Pretender on the 
Throne. 

Vor. XIII. 1 His 


Sir Will. Vonge. 
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Sir William Yonge roſe next, and ſpoke to the Effect fol. 

lowing : 
Sir, 

* It is a ſtanding Maxim, both in private Life and public 
Tranſactions, that no Man can obtain great Advantages, who 
is afraid of petty Inconveniences ; and that he that will hope 
to obtain his End without Expence, will languiſh for ever in 
fruitleſs Wiſhes, and have the Mortification of ſeeing the Ad- 
venturous and the Liberal enjoy that Felicity, which though 
it is within his Reach, he is afraid of ſeizing. 

* When the Depredations of the Spaniards became firſt 
the Subjects of our Debates, nothing was heard amongſt us 
but Threats of Vengeance, Demands of Reparation, Aſſertions 
of Sovereignty, and Reſolutions to obtain Security : 'The Im- 
portance of our Commerce, the Neceſſity of rigorous Mea- 
ſures, the Danger of Puſillanimity, the Meanneſs of Negotia- 
tion, and the Diſadvantages of Delay, were thundered from 
every Part of the Houſe. Every Man ſeemed to imagine 
that there was no Mean between Victory and Ruin, and that 
not to humble Spain, was to betray our Country to Inſults, 

Ignominy and Slavery. 

* Far was I then, Sir, from ſuſpecting, that when tae War, 
thus vehemently urged, ſhould be declared, that the Proſecu- 
tion of it would produce any Debates. I doubted not but 


that every Man would be deſirous of ſignalizing his Zeal for 


the Proſperity of Commerce, by expediting the Supplies, and 
forwarding the Preparations, and that the only Contention a- 
mong us would be, who ſhould appear the moſt ardent 
Enemy of Spain. 

But no ſooner are Hoſtilities begun againſt this inſolent 
and oppreſſive Nation, than thoſe who expreſſed moſt Reſent- 
ment at the Prudence and Moderation by which they were 
delayed, thoſe that accuſed every Attempt for an Accommo- 
dation, of Cowardice, and charged the Miniſtry with con- 
niving at the Rapine of Pirates, begin to enquire into the Ne- 
ceſſity of the Expences occaſioned by the War, to harangue 
on the Advantages of Parſimony, and think it of more Im- 
portance to caſe our Taxes, than to ſubdue our Enemies. 

In purſuance of this new Doctrine they are now en- 
deavouring to embarraſs the Meaſures of his Majeſty, that 
they may ſave, according to their own Computation, only 
"Thirty Thouſand Pounds, which in reality I can eaſily ſhew to 
be no more than Fifteen Thouſand. 

For the Sake of this important Sum our Army is to bo 
modelled by a new Regulation, and the Succeſs of the War 
15 to be impeded, the Security of our Commerce to be hazard- 
ed, and our Colonies are to be endanger'd. 

; Frugality 


44 

«* Frugality is undoubtedly a Virtue, but is, like others, 
to be practiſed on proper Occaſions : To compute Expence 
with a ſcrapulous Nicety in Time of War, is to prefer Money 
to Safety, and, by a very preverſe Kind of Policy, to hazard 
the Whole for the Preſervation of a Part. 

* The Gentlemen, Sir, who have moſt endeavoured to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves as the conitant Opponents of the Ad- 
miniltration, have charged it, on all Occafions, with giving 
Encouragement to the $pariards, but can charge it with no- 
thing ſo likely to raiſe the Confidence and confirm the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Enemy, as the Obje&ions which they them- 
ſelves have made to the preſent Scheme of levying Forces ; 
for to how great a Degree of Poverty muſt they believe that 
Nation reduced, of which the warmeſt Patriots ſtruggle to ſave 
a Sum ſo inconſiderable, by an Experiment of ſo much Un- 
certainty ? and how eafily will the Spaniards promiſe them- 
ſelves, that they ſhall gain the Victory only by obliging us 
to continue in a State of War, a State which, by our own 
Confeſſion, we are not able to ſupport ? 

* Had any other Argument, Sir, been produced than the 
Neceflity of Parſimony, it had been leſs dangerous to have a- 
greed to this new Scheme ; but to adopt it only for the Sake 
of ſparing Fifteen Thouſand Pounds, would be to make our- 
ſelves contemptible, to intimidate our Allies, and to unite all 
thoſe againſt us, who are inclined to trample on Miſery, and 
to plunder Weakneſs. 

I am inclin'd to judge fo favourably, Sir, of the Inten- 
tions of thoſe whom I am now oppoſing, that I believe they 
have only uſed this Argument, becauſe they were able to pro- 
duce no other, and that if either Reaſon or Experience had 
been on their Side, the Poverty of the Nation had not been 
mention'd. 

* But the honourable Gentleman, who has been ſo long 
engaged in military Employments, has ſhewn that all our 
Succeſs has been obtained by the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
that the Battle in which we ſuffer d moſt, was loſt by our un- 
fortunate Deficiency of Officers. 

Nor do his Reaſons, Sir, however modeſtly offer'd, de- 
ſerve leſs Regard than his Experience, for he has ſhown, that 
a greater Number of Officers naturally contribute to preſerve 
Diſcipline, and excite Courage, and it is not neceſſary that 
a Man ſhould be much a Soldier to diſcover, that Diſcipline 
and Courage united, muſt generally prevail. 

To the Examples which he has produced in Favour of 
his Opinion, it has been objected, that ViEcories equally 
wonderful have been gained with fewer Officers, and, by the 


Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke the ſecond on this Occa- 
99 {:on, 


1 
ſion, the Actions of Eugene were oppoſed to thoſe of the Duke 
of Marlborough. 

© That Victories have been gained by Troops differently 
regulated, I cannot deny: Victories have likewiſe been gain- 
ed Sir, under every Circumſtance of Diſadvantage : Victories 
have been gained by inferior Numbers, and by raw Troops, 
over veteran Armies, yet no prudent General ever produc'd 
theſe Inſtances as Arguments againit the Uſefulneſs of Diſci- 
pline, or as Proofs that Superiority of Numbers, was ao 
Advantage, 

The Succeſs of Prince Eugene in the late War, was far from 
convincing the By:/i45 General that the German Eſtabliſh- 
ment was preferable to our own ; for he required that the 
Heſſian Troops, which were paid by Great Britain, ſhould be 
officer'd like our national Troops. In this he could be in- 
fluenced only by his own Opinion ; for he neither nominated 
their Officers, nor could advance his Intereſt at home by 
creating new Poſts to which he did not recommend; he could 
therefore only regard the Succeſs of the War, and changed 
their Model only becauſe he thought it defective. 

The Germans themſelves, Sir, are far from imagining that 
their Armies might not be made more formidable by ap- 
proaching nearer to the Br:t; Methods; for one of their 
Officers, a Man of great Reputation and Experience has 
informed me, that they were convinced of their Deſect, and 
that nothing hindered them from adding more Officers, but the 
Fear of Expences, that they imputed all their Defeats to the 
Neceſſity of Parſimony, that their Men wanted not Courage 
but Leaders, and that their Enemies gained Advantages mere- 
lv by the Superiority of their Purſes, 

In the late War it was common for the auxiliary 
Troops, when they were ſent upon any Expedition of Impor- 
tance, to be ſupplied with Officers either from their other 
Regiments, or by the Britiſb Forces; ſo neceſſary did the 
Duke of Mlarlberongb think a larger Number of Officers in 
time of Action, that where he could not alter the Eftabliſh- 
ment, he deviated from the common Methods of War, and 
transferred his Officers occaſionally into Troops over which 
they had no ſettled Authority. | 

* It is therefpre moſt evident, Sir, that the Model on which 
our 'I'roops are formed, was, by this great Commander, pre- 
ferr'd to that which is now ſo warmly recommended, and | 
know not why we ſhould recede from his Practice, if we are 
defrous of his Succels. | 

Nor can I diſcover, Sir, any better Method of ſelecting 
Oikcers than that which has of late been followed, however 
tome may cenſure or ridicule it. Jo advance Gentlemen to 
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Command ſeems to be the moſt likely way to unite Authority 
with Rank, for no Man willingly obeys thoſe to whom he has 
lately ſeen himſelf equal, or whoſe Conduct in lower Stations, 
he has perhaps had Opportunities of examining too nearly. 

The Diſtinction of Birth, however chimerical in itſelf, 
has been ſo long admitted, and ſo univerſally received, that it 
is generally imagined to confer on one Man an indelible and 
evident Superiority over another, a Superiority, which thoſe 
who would eaſily imagine themſelves equal in Merit cannot 
deny, and which they allow more willingly, becauſe tho' it be 
an Advantage to poſſeſs it, to want it cannot be juſtly conſi- 
dered as a Reproach. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, Men chearfully obey thoſe to whom 
their Birth ſeems to have ſubjected them, without any ſcru- 
pulous Enquiries into their Virtues or Abilities ; they have 
been taught, from their Childhood, to conſider them as plac- 
ed in a higher Rank than themſelves, and are therefore not 
diſguſted at any tranſient Burſts of Impatience, or ſudden 
Starts of Caprice, which would produce at leaſt Reſentment, 
and perhaps Mutiny, in Men newly exalted from a low Sta- 
tion. The more attentiveiy, Sir, we look upon the World, 
the more ſtrongly ſhall we be convinced of the Truth of theſe 
Aſſertions, and the more evidently ſhall we diſcover the In- 
fluence which operates, in a Degree ſcarcely credible, even 
to thoſe who have experienced its Power, and which is indeed 
one of the chief Means of Subordination, by which Society 1s 
held together. 

Nor are Officers of Birth, Sir, to be preferred to Men 
who are recommended by nothing but military Service, only 
becauſe they are more chearfully obeyed, but for another 
Reaſon of equal Importance. It has been obſerved, that, in 
reality, they diſcharge the Duty of Commanders in a Manner 
more likely to preſerve Dignity and encreaſe Reverence ; 
that they diſcover, on all Occaſions, a Senſe of Honour and 
Dread of Diſgrace, which are not eaſily to be found in a 
Mind contracted by a mean Education, and depreſſed by 
long Habits of Subjection. 

* It is not indeed, Sir, univerſally and unvariably certain, 
that a Man raiſed from Meanneſs and Poverty, will be inſo- 
' lent and oppreſſive ; nor do I doubt but there are many now 
languiſhing in Obſcurity, whoſe Abilities might add new 
Luſtre to the higheſt Honours, and whoſe Integrity would 


very faithfully diſcharge the molt important 'T'rult ; and in their 


= Favour, where ever they can be diſcovered, ſome Exceptions 

bought to be made; but as general Rules are generally to be 
followed, as well in military Regulations as other Tran\- 
Actions, it will be found upon the exacteſt Enquiry by no 
| Means 
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Means improper to advance Gentlemen to Poſts of Command, 
rather than private Sentinels, however ſkilful or courageous 

It is to be conſidered, Sir, that the preſent State of the 
Continent has for many Years made it neceſſary to ſupport 
an Army even when we are not engaged in an actual War; 
that this Army, tho' of late it has, for the Eaſe of the 
People, been ſometimes encamped during the Summer, is for 
the greateſt Part quartered in Towns, and mingled with the 
reſt of the Community, but governed at the ſame time by the 
Officers, and fubje& to the martial Law. It has often been ob- 
ſerved by thoſe who have argued againſt ſtanding Forces, that 
this Difterence of Government, makes different Societies, 
which do not combine in the fame Intereſt, nor much favour 
one another ; and it is indeed certain that Feuds are ſome- 
times produced, that when any private Quarrel happens either 
by Drunkenneſs, or Accident, or Claims really diſputable, 
between a Soldier and any other Perſon, each applies for 
Support and Aſſiſtance to thoſe in the ſame Condition with 
himſelf ; the Cauſe becomes general, and the Soldiers and 
1 are not eaſily reſtrained from Blows and Blood- 

* . 

It is true likewiſe that the Rhetoric of the Patriots has 
been ſo efficacious, that their Arguments have been ſo cla- 
morouſly echo'd, and their Weekly Productions fo diligently 
diſperſed, that a great Part of the Nation, as Men always wil- 
lingly admit what will produceimmediate Eaſe or Advantage, 
believe the Army to be an uſeleſs Burthen impoſed upon the 
People for the Sc oport of the Miniſtry ; that the Landlord 
therefore looks upon the Soldier as an Intruder forced into 
his Houſe, and rioting in Sloth at his Expence ; and the 
Farmer and Manufacturer, have learned to call the Army the 
Vermine of the Land, the Caterpillers of the Nation, the 
Devourers of other Mens Induſtry, the Enemies of Liberty, 
and the Slaves of the Court. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed, Sir, that the Soldiers entertain 
the ſame Ideas of their Profeſſion, or that they do not con- 
ceive themſelves injured by ſuch Repreſentations : They un- 
doubtedly confider themſelves as the Bulwark of their Coun- 
try, as Men ſelected for the Defence of the reſt of their 
Community, as thoſe who have engaged at the Hazard of 
their Lives to repel Invaſion and repreſs Rebellion, and who 
contribute more than their Part to the general Felicity, by 
ſecuring Property and preventing Danger. 

It is not to be doubted, Sir, but Sentiments ſo widely 
different, muſt produce an equal Contrariety of Claims, and 
Diverſity of Conduct; the Trader imagines, that the Man 


who ſubſiſts upon the Taxes which are raiſed only from hi- 
Labour, 


6 


en 
Labour, ought to conſider himſelf as his Inferior at leaſt, if 
not as his Hireling and his Servant ; the Soldier wonders how 
he can ever conceive himſelf ſufficiently grateful to him that 
has devoted his Life to his Defence, and to whom he muſt 
fly for Protection whenever Danger ſhall approach him, and 


| coucludes that he has an inconteſtable Right to the better Part 
| of that, of which the Preſervation of the whole depends upon 


| him. 


Thus does Self- love magnify every Man in his own Eyes, 
and ſo differently will Men determine when each is to judge 
in his own Cauſe. Which of theſe Competitors thinks moſt 
juſtly of his own Station and Character, or whether both are 
not miſtaken in their Opinion, I think it by no means ne- 
ceſſary to decide. This at leaſt is evident, that to preſerve 
Peace and Harmony, between two Bodies of Men obliged to 
live together with Sentiments ſo oppoſite, there is required 
an uncommon Degree of Prudence, Moderation, and Know- 
ledge of Mankind, which is chiefly to be exerted on the Part 
of the Soldiers, becauſe they are ſubject to more rigorous 
Command, and are more eaſily governed by the Authority 
of their Superiors. 

Let us ſuppoſe any Diſpute of this Kind, Sir, to happen 


| where the Soldiers were commanded only by private Sentinels, 
diſguiſed in the Dreſs of Officers, but retaining, what it can- 


not be expected that they ſhould ſuddenly be able to lay aſide, 
the Prejudices which they had imbibed in the Ranks, and all 
the Ardour of trifling Competition in which their Station had 
once engaged them. What could be expected from their 
Councils and Direction? Can it be imagined that they would 


enquire impartially into the original Cauſe of the Diſpute, 
that they would attend equally to the Parties, endeavour by 


Mildneſs and Candour to ſoften the Malevolence of each, and 


terminate the Diſpute by ſome addreſsful Expedient, or decent 
Accommodation ? He ſurely muſt be very little acquainted 
with the vulgar Notions of Bravery and Honour, that could 
form any Hopes of ſuch Conduct. 


The plain Soldier, Sir, has not accuſtomed himſelf to re- 


| gulate his Motions by Reaſon, nor has learned any more of 


Honour, than that it confiſts in adhering invariably to his Pre- 


tenfions, even though he ſhould diſcover that they are falſe, 
and in reſenting Affronts with the utmoſt Rigour, even when 
they were provoked by himſelf ; he is taught, that it is his Bu- 


lineſs to conquer in whatever Cauſe, and, that to deſiſt from 


eny of his Attempts, or retract any of his Aſſertions, is un- 
Worthy of a Man of Honour. 

Warm with ſuch Notions as theſe, Sir, would ſuch Ofi- 
ters, as have been recommended by the honourable Gentleman, 


apply 
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apply themſelves to the Termination of Differences, without 
any Knowledge of the Laws of Society, without any ſettled 
Ideas of the different Rights of different Perſons ; they would 
have nothing in View but the Honour of their Profeſſion, 
nor endeavour to ſupport it by any other Method than that of 
Violence. If a Soldier was affronted by a Farmer, they would 
probably lay his Territories waſte, and ravage his Planta. 
tions like an Enemy's Country ; if another diſagreed with 
his Landlord, they would adviſe him to make good his Duar 


ters, to invade the Magazines of Proviſion without Re. 


ſtraint, to force the Barricadoes of the Cellar, and to forage 
in the Stables without Controul. 

* But Gentlemen, Sir, are proper Judges of Debates between 
the Army and the reſt of the Community, becauſe they are 
equally related to both Parties, as Men who poſſeſs or expect 
Eſtates, or who are allied to thoſe whoſe Influence ariſes from 
their Property. As Men bred in Affluence and Freedom, and 
acquainted with the Bleſſings of our Conſtitution, and the 
Neceſſity of civil Government, they cannot willingly contri- 
bute to the Increaſe of the military Power, and as Members of 
the Army they cannot but be deſirous to ſupport their own 
Rank, and to hinder their Profeſſion from finking into Con- 
tempt ; it is therefore their Care to repreſs Inſolence on one 
Part, and to prevent Oppreſſion on the other, to flop Dil. 
ſentions in their Beginning, and reconcile all the different Pre- 
tenſions of the People and Soldiers, 


I am indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear the Promotion of F 


Serjeants recommended by the honourable Gentleman, who 


has ſo often ſtrained his Lungs, and exhauſted his Invention, 


to explain how much our Conſtitution 1s endangered by the 
Army ; how readily thoſe Men will concur in the Abolition of 


Property who have nothing to loſe, and how eaſily they may F 


be perſwaded to deſtroy the Liberties of their Country, who 
are already cut off from the Enjoyment of them ; who, there- 


fore can only behold with Envy and Malevolence thoſe 


Advantages which they cannot hope to poſſeſs, and which 


produce in them no other Effects than a quicker Senſe of | | 


their own Miſery. 


Upon what Principles, Sir, any Gentleman can form 


thoſe Notions, or with what View he can ſo long and fo ſtu- 
dioaſly diſperſe them, it is his Province to explain, for the 
only Reaſon that can be offered by any other Perſon for his 


inceſſant Declamations, the Deſire of ſecuring his Country | 


from the Oppreſſion of a ſtanding Army, is now for ever over- 
thrown by this new Propoſal ; which, if it were to be re- 
ceiv'd, would in a very few Years produce an Army proper 


to be employed in the Execution of the moſt — De- 


E 
ſigns, an Army that could be of no other Uſe than to gratiſy 


an ambitious Prince or a wicked Miniſtry, as it would be 


commanded, not by Men who had loft their Liberty, but by 
Men who never enjoyed it ; by Men who would aboliſh our 
Conſtitution without knowing that they were engaged in any 
criminal Undertaking, who have no other Senſe of the En- 
joyment of Authority than that it is the Power of acting with- 
out Controul ; who have no Knowledge of any other Laws 
than the Commands of their Superiors. 

To Men like theſe, Sir, to Men raiſed up from Poverty 


and Servility to Rank and Power, to Ignorance inveſted with 


Command, and to Meanneſs elated with Preferment, would 
any real Patriot, any zealous Aſſertor of Liberty, any inflexi- 
ble Enemy to the Corruptions of the Miniſtry, conſign the 
Protection of his Country, and intruſt to theſe our Happineſs, 
our Properties and our Lives ? 

Whether the honourable Gentleman has changed any of the 


> Sentiments which he has hitherto appeared to admit with regard 
to the Army; whether this new Determination is only an In- 


ſtance of that Inconſiſtency which is ſcarcely to be avoided in 
the Vindication of a bad Cauſe ; or whether he was betrayed 


* to it only by his Hatred of the Adminiſtration, which would 
prompt him to recant his own Advice, if it ſhould happen to 


be approved, I will not pretend to determine: But I mult Ja- 
ment on this Occaſion the Entertainment which the Houſe 


| will loſe, by the eternal Ceſſation of any Harrangues on 


the Army, ſince he cannot now declaim on either Part with- 
out contradicting his former Declarations, 
Nor will the honourable Gentleman find leſs Difticulty 


in proving, that Juſtice rather than Policy requires the Pro- 


| 4 
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motion of Serjeants to Commiſſions. Military Preferments 
are always at the Diſpoſal of the Crown ; nor can any Right 
be pretended to them but ſuch as ariſes from the Cuſtom 
which has been generally followed in conferring them, which 
is not only variable at Pleaſure, but has never been at any 
Time regularly obſerved. The Order of Rotation has been 


2 ſuffered ſometimes to proceed, becauſe of two Perſons other- 
: wiſe equal, he that has ſerved longeſt may plead the moſt 
Merit; but the Plea of Service has been always over-ruled by 


Birth or powerful Recommendation. And tho', Sir, it is 
natural for Men diſappointed to complain, yet as thoſe Offi- 


cers, whoſe Preſerment has been delayed, were not thought 


12 . . wo 
in reality to have received any Injury, their Murmurs have 


been the leſs regarded, | 
| It might be expected, Sir, from a Patriot, a Lamenter of 


the Degeneracy of Mankind, and an inflexible Opponent of 
Corruption, that he ſhould conſider rather Facts than Perſons 3 


that he ſhould regulate his Deciſion by the invariable Princi- 
Vor. XIII. X ples 


1 
ies of Reaſon and Jullice, and that therefore he ſhould not 
applaud at one Hime what he condemns at another. 

* But this Gentleman ſeems to have eſtabliſhed ſome new 
Maxims of Conduct, and perhaps upon new Notions of Mo. 
rality ; for he ſeems to imagine, that his Friends may ſeize 
as their Right, what his Adverſaries cannot touch without 
Roubbery, though the Claim of both be the ſame. 

It is well known, Sir, to the whole Army, that a noble 
Perſon whofe Abilities are ſo loudly celebrated, whoſe V 
tues are ſo liberally praiſed, and whoſe Removal from ba 
military Employ ments is ſo ſolemnly lamented as a public 
Calamity, obtain'd his firſt Preferments by Pretenſions very 
different from military Merit ; and that at the Age only of 
Seventeen, a Time of Life in which, whatever might be his 
Abilities, very little Prudence or Experience could be expet- 
ed, he was advanced to the Command of a Regiment, and 
exalted above many Officers whoſe known Bravery and fre- 
quent Hazard entitled them to Favour. 

I do nct aſſert that ke was undeſervedly promoted, or 
' condemn thoſe who either ſolicited or granted his Com miſ— 
ſion. I maintain only that what was then reaſonable and juſt, 
is not now either iniquitous or ridiculous, and different Per- 
ſons in the ſame Circumſtances have a Right to the ſame 
Treatment. | 

In the Reign of Queen ue, a Reign, Sir, which every 
Priten recolletis with ſo mach Satisfaction, ard which will 
for ever afford Examples of the wiſeſt Councils, and mok 
ſucceisful Wars, when new Regiments were to be raiſed it 
was far from being thought neceſſary to obſerve this Gentle- 
man's favourite Method of Rotation; Poſts were filled, not 
with the Officars of other Regiments, that Room might be 
teſt for tae Promotion of Serjeants, but with Gentlemen who 
had never {zen a Battle, or learned any Part of the military 
Diſcipline. 

* But tho', Sir, the Regulation of our Army be thus vio- 
ently attacked, the greateſt Crime of the Miniſtry is, in this 


Gontleman's Opinion, that of levying new Troops, when 


we have no Employmept for our Standing Forces; of laying 
unnecci{ury Imputitions upon the Nation, and alarming them! 


wita the Fears of un Invaſion, only that the Army might be 
encreatcd. 

On this Head, Sir, a Declaration of the Duke of 77a: 
borough has been produced. with a great Pomp of Circum- 
itances, fad ſuch a leeming Accuracy of Narration, that the 


Attention of the Houic was engaged, and the Account wait: 


receiv'd with all the Soleainity of univerſal Silence, and with 
the Veneration due to ſg high au Authority in a Queſtion 0: 
ſo much Importance, 6 The 
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© The Subject is indeed fo worthy of Regard, that I thiuks 
Sir, every Man ought to contribute to the clearing it up; and 
therefore I take the Liberty of adding to the Honourable 
Gentleman's Relation, what I hope will be heard with equal 
Curioſity, the Method by which that great Commander pro- 
poſed to put a Stop to an Invaſion with ſo ſmall a Number. 

He was very far, Sir, from imagining that he ſhould 
be able to repel them by open Force; he was far from being 
ſo confident of his Superiority in military Skill, as to imagme 
that he ſhould defeat them by Stratagem; and therefore he 
deſigned, by burning the Villages and deſtroying the Coun- 
try, to deprive them of the Means of Subſiltence, and harraſs 
them with Famine ; to hover at a Diſtance, and cut off thoſe 
Parties which Neceſlity ſhould force out to forage, till a Body 
of Troops could be aſſembled {uficient to overthrow them in 
a Battle, or to drive them back to their Ships. 

Such was the Scheme, Sir, as I have been inform'd, of 
this great Man, nor perhaps, can any other be ſtruck out by 
human Abilities, where greater Numbers are to be oppos'd 
by ſmaller. But this Scheme, though preferable, in the laſt 
Extremities, to Slavery, is ſuch as ca be mention'd with- 
out Horror, and of whic!! the Execution ovght to be avoid» 
ed by every Expedient that can be pra&is'd without the 
Danger of our Liberties. We ought certainly not to rejcct 
a nauſeous Medicine, by which that Health is preſerv*d, 
which, if loſt, can only be reſtor d by the Amputation of a 
Limb. 

As it was therefore neceſſary, Sir, to ſecure our Coaſts . 
from an Invaſion, it was neceſlary to raiſe new Troops for 
the Ve India Expedition; nor did this Method produce 
any Delay, for the Regiments were compleated a long Time 
before the Ships of War, and the 1] ranſports were ready to 
convoy and receive them, nor could the utmoſt Ardour and 
Diligence diſpatch them ſooner from our Coaſts. 

The Ships, Sir, were by the Violence of a Froſt, 
icarcely exampled, retain'd for a long Time in the Har- 
bours, without a Poſſibility of being put to Sea; when they 
were all a ſſembled at the Place appointed for their Conjunction, 
they waited for a Wind; all the Delay that can be objected, 
was produc'd by the Scaſons, of which the Regulation was 
in no Man's Power. 

* But the Lime, Sit, which was unwillingly ſpent in the 
Camp, was not however loſt or miſemploy'd, for the 1 roops 
were, by the Order of the General, every Day exercis'd, 
and inſtructed in the Art of War, 0 that what was loſt in 
lime, was more then recemfensd by tie Advantage of 
better Diſcipline 
* 2 Nor 


Mr Greenville. 
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© Nor did theſe Troops appear an Herd ſo ignorant and 
contemptible, as they have been repreſented by malicious In- 
vectives and ludicrous Deſcriptions ; there were not indeed 
among them many grey headed Warriors, nor were their 
former Campaigns and palt Exploits, the Subjects of their 
Converſation ; but there was not one amongſt them who 
did not appear ready to ſuffer, in the Cauſe of his Country, 
all that the molt harden'd Veteran could undergo, or whoſe 
Alacrity and Eagerreſs did not promiſe Perſeverance in the 
March, and Intrepidity in the Battle. 

Their General, Sir, who ſaw them purſue their Exer- 
ciſes, declar'd how much he was ſatisficd with their Profici- 
ency, applauded their Appearance, and expreſs'd his Conf. 
dence in their Courage; ; nor do I doubt, but our Enemies 
will find, that it is not neceſſary to ſend out our molt formi- 
dable Forces to humble them, and that the Youth of Great- 
Britain will compenſate their Want of Experience by their 
Courage. 

* If I, Sir, have been drawn aſide from the preſent Que- 
ſtion, it is by following, perhaps, with an Exactneſs too 
ſcrupulous, the Hon Gentleman, whoſe Propofitions I have 
now ſhewn to be erroneous, and whoſe Reproaches will, I 
believe, now appear rather the EffeQs of Diſappointment 
than of Zcal ; and therefore I think it now neceſſary to return 
to the Buſineſs before us, the Conſideration of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, from which, as it was approv'd by the Duke 
of Marlborough, and has been defended with very ſtrong 
Arguments by one of the moſt experienc'd Officers of the 
preſent Age, I cannot think it ſafe or prudent to depart. 


Mr Greenville ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
Sir, 

* As a noble Perſon has been frequently hinted at in this 
Debate, to whom my Relation is well known, and whom, 
as I know him well, I have the ſtrongeſt Motives to reve- 
rence and honour, I cannot forbear to give, on this Occafi- 
on, an Atteſtation which he will be allowed to deſerve by 
all thoſe whom Intereſt has not blinded, and Corruption de- 

raved. 

It will be allowed, Sir, that he is one of thoſe who are 
indebted for their Honours only to Merit, one whom the 
Malice of a Court cannot debaſe, as its Favour cannot exalt ; 
he is one of thoſe whoſe Loſs of Employments can be a Re- 
proach only to thoſe who take them from him, as he can- 
not forfeit them but by performing his Daty, and can only 
give Off- ce by ſleady Integrity, and a Reſolution to ſpeak 
as lie thinks, and to act as his Conſcience dictates. 

« There 
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There are, Sir, Men I know, to whom this Panegyric 
will ſeem romantic and chimerical, Men to whom Integrity 
and Conſcience are idle Sounds, Men who are content to 
catch the Word of their Leader, who have no Senle of the 
Obligation of any Law but the ſupreme Will of him that 
pays them, and who know not any Virtue but Diligence in 
Attendance, and Readineſs in Obedience. 

© Tt is ſurely, Sir, no Loſs to the noble Perſon to be de- 
barred from any Fellowſhip with Men like theſe. Nothing 
can be more unpleaſing to Virtue than ſuch a Situation as 
lays it under a Neceſſity of beholding Wickedneſs that can- 
not be reformed ; as the Sight of a Peſt-houſe mult raiſe 
Horror, though we ſhould {ſuppoſe the Spectator ſecure from 
the Contagion. 


Then Mr Ord ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: 
Sir, 
* As I cannot approve the Scheme now propos'd for aug- 


menting our Forces, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew why the Ar- Mr Ord, 


guments, by which it has hitherto been ſupported, have fail- 
ed to convince me, and ſhall lay before the Houſe ſome Rea- 
ſons againſt it, to which I ſhall expect an Anſwer, before L 
ſhall think that I can agree to it, without ſquandering the 
Money which my Conſtituents have intruſted me with the 
Diſpoſal of. 

* The Argument, Sir, with which this Motion was in- 
troduc'd, which is indeed the ſtrongeſt that has yet been of- 
fer'd, was, that this Eſtimate is leſs expenſive than one that 
was laid before the Houle in a late Reign, and that therefore 
it could not reaſonably be charged with Extravagance. 

* Let us now confider this Argument with that Care 
which is required by the Importance of the Queltion ; let us 
inquire what Conſequences will follow from it, and to 
what previous Suppolitions it mult owe its Force. 

* The Argument, Sir, evidently ſuppoſes that the Eſti- 
mate in the Reign of King William, was drawn up without 
any Intention to deceive the Houſe, or to raiſe Money for 
Purpoſes different from thoſe, for which it was really expen— 
ded. But if we ſuppoſe that Eſtimate to be fraudulently 
calculated, this may contain the ſame Fallacies in a lower 
Degree, and the only Merit that can be claim'd by the Au- 
thors of it, will be, that they are not the molt rapacious 
Plunderers of their Country ; and that however they may be 
charged with Proſuſion of public Money, they are yet more 
modeſt than ſome of their Predeceſſors. 

But it is known, Sir, that in the Reign of King Willi- 
an, very few Eſtimates were honeitly computed ; it is 

known 
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known that the Rotation of Parties, and Fluctuation of 
Meaſures, reduc'd the Miniſtry to ſubſiſt upon Artifices ; to 
amuſe the Parliament with exorbitant Demands, only that 
they might obtain the neceſſary Grants, and to pretend 
Expences which never were incurr'd, that the Supplies 
which the public Affairs really required, might not be with- 
held ; as fraudulent Tradeſmen fix immoderate Prices, that 
the Buyer may make Offers proportionate to their Demands. 

The Eſtimates therefore of that Reign are of very little 
Authority, though they might ſometimes paſs the Houſe 
without Cenſure ; for it is to be conſidered, that by the Fre- 
quency of new Elections, the greateſt Part of the Members 
were often unacquainted with the State of publick Accounts, 
and that an Army was ſo little known to this Kingdom, that 
the true Expence of it might eaſily be concealed. 

* Nor is this, Sir, the only Fallacy of this Argument ; for 
it ſuppoſes likewiſe, that the Nation 1s no leſs wealthy than in 
the Time when that Computation was offered, with which 
this is ſo triumphantly compared. For every Man knows 
that publick as well as private Expences are to be proporti- 
oned to the Revenue by which they are ſupplied, and that 
the Charges which are eaſily ſupported at one Time, may 
threaten Ruin at another. 

«© But unhappily, Sir, it is evident, that, ſince the Days of 
that King, the Nation has been exhauſted by a long and 
waſteful War, and ſince, by a Peace equally deſtructive ; :t 
is embaraſſed with an enormous Debt, and intangled in Trea- 
ties, of which the Support may call every Day for new Ex- 
pences; it has ſuffered ſince that Time a thouſand Loſſes, but 
gained no Advantage, and yet the Expences of that Time are 
mentioned as an Example to be compared with thoſe which 
are propoſed in this. 

* The Difference of the Condition of the Britiſb Nation 
at thoſe two Periods of Time, Sir, is not leſs than that of the 
Strength of the ſame Man in the Vigour of Youth, and the 
Frigidity of old Age, in the Fluſh of Health and the Languor 
of Diſeaſe, of the ſame Man newly riſen from Reſt and Plenty, 
and debilitated with Hunger and Fatigue. 

* To make ſuch a Compariſon, Sir, betrays at leaſt a very 
criminal Inſenſibility of the public Miſery, if it may not be 
charged with greater Malignity. I know not whether thoſe 
who ſhall hear of this Debate, may not impute ſuch Reflexi- 
ons rather to Cruelty than Negligence, and imagine that thoſe 
who ſquander the Treaſure of the Nation, take Pleaſure in 
reproaching that Poverty which their Counſels produce, and 
indulge their own Vanity by contemplating the Calamitie: 
from which they are themſelves ſecure, and to which they arc 

indebted 
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indebted for Opportunities of increaſing their own Fortunes, 
and gratifying their Ambition. It is evident, that an Eſti- 
mate which requires leſs than that which has been mention- 
ed, may yet exact more than the Nation can now raiſe, with- 
out feeling too great Inconveniences to be compenſated by 
the Advantages which can be expected from our new Forces. 
Nor is it ſufficient that it is lower than thoſe of former 
Times; for as it ought to be the Care of che Government 
to preſerve the Eaſe and Happineſs of the People, it ſhould 
be reduced in Proportion to the Diminution of the national 
Wealth. 

* The Right honourable Gentleman confeſſes, Sir, that 
Frugality is a Virtue, and his Argument ſuppoſes, that to con- 
tract Expences is an Argument of prudent Meaſures ; why 
then is he afraid of carrrying Virtue to a greater Height, of 
making the Burthen ſtill more light, and preferring the cheap- 
eſt Eſtimate that can be propoſed, when it is aſſerted by thoſe 
whoſe Authority is moſt worthy of Regard, that it will produce 
no Weakneſs in our Troops, nor give our Enemies any Su- 
periority ? 

© I do not pretend any other Skill in military Affairs, than 
may be gained by caſual Converſation with Soldiers, and by 
a curſory Obſervation of daily Occurrences ; but I ſpeak with 
greater Confidence on this Occaſion, becauſe I do not think 
any other Qualifications neceſſary tor the Determination of 
this Queſtion, than a Habit of juſt Reaſoning and Freedom 
from the Prejudices of Intereſt. 

Every Man knows, Sir, without a military Education, 
that it is imprudent to purchaſe any thing at a greater Price 
which may be procured ata leſs; and that when the ſame Sum 
will buy two 'Things, of which one is evidently preferable to 
the other, the beſt ought to be choſen. 

If the Application of either of theſe two Poſitions will 
decide this Controverſy, there will be no need of recurring to 
Experience, of citing the Authority of foreign Commanders, 
of comparing the Actions of the Germans and Britiſb Gene 
rals, or of enquiring how Battles have been loſt, or to what 
Cauſes Victories are to be aſcribed. 

It is evident, Sir, that the Scheme now propoſed, is twice as 
coſtly as that which is recommended in Oppoſition to it; and 
therefore unleſs it will produce twice the Advantage, it muſt 
be acknowledged to be imprudently choſen. The Advantage 
in War is to be rated by comparing the Strength of different 
Nutnbers in different Circumſtances, and enquiring what Do- 
gree of Superiority will be found. 

If we ſuppoſe, Sir, two Bodies of Men equally armed 
and diſciplined oppoſed to each other without any en, 
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of Situation, we muſt conceive that neither Party could be 
conquered, that the Balance of the Day muſt remain equal, 
and the Conteſt would continue undecided. 

© It cannot be objected to this Suppoſition, Sir, that no ſuch 
Event 1s recorded in Hiſtory, becauſe in War many Cauſes 
really act which cannot be eſtimated ; one Army may conſiſt 
of Soldiers more courageous, and more confident in the Juſtice 
of their Cauſe, unforſeen Accidents may operate, Orders may 
be miſtaken, or Leaders may be milinformed ; but all theſe 
Conſiderations ars to be ſet aſide in Speculation, becauſe they 
may equally be alledged on either Part. 

* Two Bocies of Men, Sir, equally numerous, being there- 
fore ſuppoſed equal, it is to be enquired how either may be 
ſuperior to the other. It is propoſed on one Part to produce 
this Effect by doubling the Number of Officers rather than 
increaſing that of the Soldiers; and the other, to double the 
Soldiers under the ſame Officers, the Expence being the ſame 
of both Methods. 

When two Armies modelled according to theſe different 
Schemes enter the Field, what Event can be expected? Ei- 
ther five Thouſand Men with a double Number of Officers, 
mult be equal to ten 'Thouſand differently regulated, or the 
Public has paid more for Aſſiſtance of the Officers than its real 
Value, and has choſen of two Methods equally expenfive that 
which is leaſt efficacious. 

* This, Sir, is the State of the Queſtion now before us, 
our preſent Deficiency is not of Men but Money, and we may 
procure ten Thouſand Men regulated like the foreign Troops, 
at the ſame Expence as five Thouſand in the Form propoſed ; 
but I am afraid that no Man will be found to aſſert, that the 
Addition of Officers will be equivalent to a double Number of 
Soldiers. 

* 'Thus it is evident, Sir, evident to Demonſtration, that 
the moſt expenſive Method is at the ſame time the leaſt ad- 
vantagious, and that the Propoſal of new Regiments is intend- 
ed to augment the Strength of the Miniitry rather than of 
the Army. 

If we ſuppoſe, Sir, what is more than any Foreigner 
will grant, that the additional Officers raiſz a Body of five 
Thouſand Men to an Equality with fix Thouſand, is not the 
Pay of four "Thouſand Men apparently thrown away? and do 
not the Officers receive a Reward which their Service cannot 
deſerve ? Would it not be far more rational to raiſe ſeven 
Thoufand, by which our Army would be ſtronger by a 
ſeventh Part, and as the Pay of three Thouſand would be 
ſaved, the Publick would be richer by almoſt a Third. 

© © Surely, Sir, numerical Arguments cannot but deſerve 
ſome Conſideration, even from thoſe who have learned by 
s long 
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long Practice to explain away mere Probability at Pleaſure, 
to ſelect the Circumſtances of complicated Queltions, and only 
to ſhew thoſe whici may he produced in Favour of their own 
Opinions. 

In the preſent Queſtion, Sir, there is very little Room 
for Fallacy, nor do I fee what remains to the Deciſion of 
it, but that thoſe Gentlemen, who have been acquainted 
with military Operations, ſhould inform us, what Degree of 
Superiority is conferred by any aſſignable Number of Officers ; 
that we may compare their Service with the Price, and di!- 
cover whether the ſame Money will not purchaſe greater 
Advantages. 

© The Experience of the late War may evince, Sir, that 
thoſe Troops which have the greateſt Number of Officers 
are not always victorious; for our Eſtabliſhment never ad- 
mitted the ſame, or nearly the ſame Number with that of 
the French, our Enemies; nevertheleſs we (till boaſt of 
our Victories ; nor 1s it certain that we might not have 
been equally ſucceſsful, tho' the Number of our Officers had 
been yet leſs. 

Foreigners, Sir, are very far from diſcovering the De- 
fect of their own Eſtabliſhment, or imagining that they 
ſhould become more formidable by unitating our Methods. 
When I travelled, I took Opportunities of converfing with 
the Generals of thoſe Nations which are moſt famous for 
the Valour of their Troops, and was informed by them, 
that they thought a Multitude cf Officers by no Means ule- 
ful, and that they were fo far from defiring to ſee their 
own Regulation changed, that they ſhould make no Scruple 
of recommending it to other Nations, who in their Opi- 
nion, ſquandered their Treaſure upon uſelcis Commiſſions, 
and increaſed the Calamitics of War by unneceiT:ry Bur- 
thens. 

* I hope no Man will think it ſufficient to reply to theſe 
Arguments with general Aſſertions, or will deny the Ne— 
ceſſity of Frugality, and extol the Opulence of the Nation, 
the Extent of our Commerce, and the Happineſs of our 
Condition. Such indeed, Sir, is the Method of Argumen- 
tation made uſe of by the Hireling Scriblers of the Courc, 
who, becauſe they feel none of the publick Calamitics, re- 
preſent all Complaints as criminal Murmers, aud charge 
thoſe with Sedition who petition only for Relief, Wretcues 
like theſe would celebrate our Victories, though our Coun- 
try ſhould be over-run by an Invader, would praiſe the 
Lenity of any Government by which themſelves ſhould be 
ſpared, and would boaſt of the Happineſs of Plenty, when 
half the People ſhould be languiſhing with Fania, 
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* I do not ſuppoſe, Sir, that the deſpicable Sophiſtry of 
Proſtitutes like theſe has any Effect here, nor ſhould I have 
thought them worthy of the leaſt Notice, had it not been 
proper to enquire, whether thoſe may not be juſtly ſuſpect- 
ed of ſome Inclination to deceive, even in this Houſe, by 
whom the moſt profligate of Mankind are openly paid for 
the Promulgation of Falſhood, . and the Patronage of Cor- 
ruption. 

* It is indeed, Sir, artful, in thoſe who aze daily im- 
pairing our Honour and Influence, to endeavour to conceal 
from the People their own Weakneſs, that Weakneſs which 
is ſo well known in foreign Countries, that every Nation is 
encouraged to inſult us; and by which it may reaſonably 
be imagin'd that new Enemies will, in a ſhort Time, be 
raiſed. 

* The late Changes in our military Regulations have in- 
deed taken away all the Terre of our Arms; thoſe Troops 
are row no longer dreaded, by which the Liberties of 
Europe were recover'd, and the French reduced to abandon 
their Schemes of univerſal Empire, for the Defence of their 
own Country, becauſe the Officers by whom they were 
formerly conducted to Glory and to Victory, are ncw diſ- 
miſſed, and Men advanced to their Poſts, who are neither 
feared nor known. hy 

* When the Duke of Aigle was lately deprived of his 
Command, the 2paniards could not conceal their Satisfac- 
tion; they beſtowed, however unwillingly, the higheſt Pa- 
negy ric upon his Bravery and Conduct, by ſhewing that he 
was the only Briton of whom they were afraid. Nor did 
their Allies the French diſcover leſs Exultation ; for by 
them it was declared, that the Nation was now diſarmed, 
that either no War was intended, or that none could be 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted, ſince, as they made no Scruple to 
aſſert, though I know not whether I ought to repeat it, we 
have no other Man capable of commanding Armies, or con- 
ducting any great Deſign. 

* I am informed that this illuſtrious Warrior, whoſe Ahi- 
lities are ſufficiently atteſted by thoſe Enemies that have 
felt their Prevalence, is of Opinion, that the Number of 
Officers now required is not neceſſary, and has declared that 
he ſhould with equal Confidence undertake either Invaſion 
or Defence, with Forces modelled after the German Cuſtom. 
Ard ſince I have ſhown that unleſs the Troops ſo regulated 
are equivalent to a double Number added to the ſtanding 
Regiments, Part of the Expence of the Officers is evidently 
ſquandered, I ſhall vote againſt the Motion, unleſs it be 
proved, 


10 


proved, which I believe will not be attempted, that the 
Force of a Regiment is doubled by doubling the Officers. 


General Wade ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
Sir, 

The learned Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, muſt be ac- General Ways, 
knowledged to have diſcovered a very ſpecious Method of 
Reaſoning, and to have carried his Enquiry as far as Spe- 
culation without Experience can hope to proceed, but has In 
my Opinion admitted a falſe Principle, by which all his Ar- 
gument has been perplexed. 

* He ſuppoſes that the Advantages muſt be always in 
Proportion to the Money expended in procuring them, and 
that therefore if five thouſand Men, raiſed at any given Coſt 
will be equal to ten Thouſand, they ought, if they are re- 
gulated according to an Eſtabliſhment of double the Charge, 
to be able to encounter ten Thouſand. 

But in this Suppoſition, Sir, he forgets, that the Poſſi: 
bility of Loſs is to be thrown into the Balance againſt the 
Advantage of the Expence ſaved ; and that tho' the Strength 
of the Troops be not encreaſed in Proportion to the En- 
creaſe of the Colt, yet the additional Security againſt a 
great Loſs may juſtly entitle the moſt expenſive Regulation 
to the Preference. 

* Suppoſe five Thouſand Men to be brought into the 
Field againſt fix Thouſand, if they can by multiplying their 
Officers at a double Expence be enabled to engage ſucceſs- 
fully a Body ſuperior in Number by only a ſixth Part, the 
Nation may be juſtly ſaid to gain all that would have been 
loſt by ſuffering a Defeat. 

* 'That we ought not to chuſe a worſe Method when 
we can diſcover a better, is indiſputably true, but which 
Method is worſe or better, can be diſcovered only by Expe- 
rience. The laſt War has taught us, that our Troops in 
their preſent Eſtabliſhment are ſuperior to the Forces of 
France, but how much they might ſuffer by any Alteration 
it is not poſſible to foreſee. 

* Succeſs is gained by Courage, and Courage is produced 
by an Opinion of Superiority ; and it may eaſily be ima- 
gined, that our Soldiers, who judge of their own Strength 
only by Experience, imagine their own Eſtabliſiment and 
Diſcipline advanced to the higheſt Perfection; nor would 
they expect any other Conſequences from an Alteration of 
it, but Weakneſs and Defeats. It is therefore dangerous to 
change the Model of our Forces, becaulc it is dangerous to- 
depreſs the Spirit of our Soldiers. 
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Tho' it is confeſſed, Sir, that the French, whoſe Officer; 
are ſtill more numerous, have been conquer d by our 'I'roops, 
it mult be likewiſe alledged, that they had yielded us tar 
eaſier Victories had their Officers been wanting; for to 
them are they indebted for their Conqueſts wherever they 
have been ſucceſsful, and for their Reſiſtance wherever they 
have been with Difficulty defeated ; their Soldiers are a 
jpiritleſs Herd, and were they not invigorated by the Example 
of their Leaders, and reſtrained by the Fear of inſtant Pu- 
niſhment, would fly at the Approach of any Enemy, with- 
out waiting for the Attack. 

I cannot therefoze, Sir, but be of Opinion, that the Ne- 
ceſſity of a large Number of Officers may be learned even 
from the Behaviour of thoſe Troops which have been un- 
fucceisful ; ſince it is certain, that tho' they have been often 
overcome, they have generally reſiſted with great Steadineſs, 
and retired with great Order. 

* If thoſe who are only ſpeculative Warriors ſhall imagine 
that their Arguments are not confuted, I can only repeat what 
declared when I ft attempted to deliver my Sentiments in 
this Debate, that I do not pretend to be very ſkilful in the 
Arts of Diſputation. I, who claim no other Title than that 
of an old Soldier, cannot hope to prevail much by my Ora- 
tory 3 it is enough for me that I am confident of confuting 


* 


thoſe Arguments in the Field, which I oppoſe in Parliament. 


Henry Fox, Eſq; ſpoke next to the following Effect. 
927, 

* ] am far from thinking that this Queſtion has been hither- 
to fully explained by thole who have either conſider'd it 
oaly as a Diipute about Money, or a Queſtion merely ſpecu- 
lative concerning the Proportions between different Degrees 
o Expence, and Probability of Succeſs. In a War of this 
Kind Expence is the laſt and Jowelt Conſideration, and where 
Experience may be conſulted, the ConjeQures of Speculation 
ought to have no Weight. 

The Method, Sir, by which our Troops have hitherto 
been regulated, is well known to have produced Succeſs be- 
ond our Expectations, to have exalted us to the Arbitration 
of the World, to have reduced the French to change their 
Threats of {forcing a Monarch upon us into Petitions for 
Peace, and to have «eflablithed the Liberties of almoſt every 
Nation of the World that can call itſelf free. 

* Whether this Method, Sir, fo ſucceſsful, ſo eaſy, and 
io formidable, thall be changed; whether it ſhall be changed 
at a Fime when the whele Continent is in Commotion, and 
every Nation calling Soldiers to its Standard; when the 
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French, recover'd from their Defeats, ſeem to have forgotten 
the Force of that Hand that cruſhed them in the Pride of 
Victory; when they ſeem to be reviving their former De- 
ſigns, and rekindling their e Ambition; whether 


at ſuch a Time the Regulations of our Army ſhall be changed 
to ſave, upon the higheſt Computation, only thirty thouſand 
Pounds, is the preſent Queſtion. 

On ſuch a Queſtion, Sir, I cannot obſerve, without A ſto- 
niſhment, any Man deliberating for a fingle Moment. To 
ſuſpend our Opinion in this Caſe, would be to balance our 
Lives, our Liberties, our Patrimonies, and our Poſterity, a- 

ainſt thirty thouſand Pounds. 

The Effects of our preſent Method, Sir, are well known 
to ourſelves, our Confederates, our Enemies, to every Man that 
has heard the Name of B/:nheim and Ramelies ; the Conſe- 
quences of the Eſtabliſhment, now contended for, our moſt 
experienc'd Commanders own themſelves unable to foreſee, 
and I am far from believing that theoretical Diſquiſitions can 
enable any Man to make great Diſcoveries in Military Affairs. 

* Our own Inexperience of the Method which is ſo warmly 
recommended, is not the ſtrongeſt Objection to it, tho' even 
this ought, in my Opinion, to reſtrain us from trying it at 
this hazardous Conjuncture. But ſince Arguments, merely 
negative, may be thought overbalanced by the Proſpect of 
ſaving Money, I ſhall lay before the Houſe, what Effects the 
Want of Officers has produced with Regard to thoſe Nations, 
whoſe Poverty has laid them under a Neceſſity of parſimoni- 
ous Eſtabliſhments. 

When the Germans were defeated by the French in the 
late War, I was at the Court of Turin, where the Battle 
was, as it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, the reigning Subject of Con- 
verſation, and where they did not want Opportunities of in- 
forming themſelves minutely of all the Circumſtances which 
contribute to the Event ; it was there, Sir, univerſally de- 
termined, that the Germans loſt the Day merely for want 
of Officers. 

It was obſerved alſo, Sir, that ſome Troops which were 
once courted and feared by all the neighbouring Potentates, 
had loſt their Reputation in latter Times, of which no Rea- 
ſon could be alledg'd, but that they had leſſened the Number 
of their Officers ; ſuch is the Change in the Model of the 
Walloons, and ſuch is the Conſequence produced by it. 

I am very far, Sir, from thinking, that Reaſon is not 
to be conſulted in Military Operations as in other Affairs, 
and have no leſs Satisfaction than the learned Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt but one, in clear and demonſtrative Deduc- 


tions; but in this Queſtion, Reaſon itſelf informs me, that 
Regard 


Mr. Heathcote. 


( 170 ) 
Regard ought only to be had to Experience, and that Au- 
thority unſupported by Practice, ought to have no Preva- 
lence. 

I ſhall therefore, Sir, make no Enquiry into the Abilities 
of the Generals by whom theſe contrary Opinions are de- 
fended, nor draw any Parallel between their Actions or their 
Knowledge. It is ſufficient for me that the one is pro- 

ſing a new Scheme, and that the Opinion of the other can 
plead the Practice of King Milliam, and the Duke of Marl. 
borough, and the Succeſs of the laſt War. 

Vet, Sir, if Parſimony be a Virtue at this Time fo 
eminently neceſſary, it may be urged in Favour of this Eſti- 
mate, that it will be leſs expenſive than thoſe that have been 
formerly offered; and that as all Changes ought to be gradual, 
this may be conſidered as the firſt Step towards a general Re- 
duction of the publick Charge. 


Then Mr. Alderman Heathcote ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. 
Sir, 
* It was not without Aſtoniſhment that J heard the honou- 
rable Gentleman who ſpoke lately, conclude his Remarks 
with an Attempt to renew our Apprehenſions of the Pre- 
tender, a chimerical Invader, and an Enemy in the Clouds, 
without Spirit, and without Forces, without Dominions, 
without Money, and without Allies ; a miſerable Fogitive 
that has not a Friend in this Kingdom, or none but ſuch as 
are exaſperated by thoſe, whom the Men, that mention him 
with ſo much Terror, are attempting to vindicate. 

The Vanity, Sir, of ſuch Fears, the Folly of admitting 
them if they are real, and of counterfeiting them if they are 
falſe, has been ſufficiently expoſed in this Debate, by my ho- 
nourable Friend ; but as he thought it unneceſſary to employ 
Arguments in Proof of what cannot be denied, and believed it 


ſufficient to ridicule a Panic which he ſuppoſed merely po- 


litical, I who judge, perhaps, more favourably of the Sin- 
cerity of ſome, and more tenderly of the Cowardice of others, 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that the frequent Revolutions which 
have happened in this Nation, afford us no Reaſon for fear- 
ing another equally ſudden and unforeſcen in Favour of the 
Pretender. | 

© The Government, Sir, is always ſtronger, as it is com- 
plicated with the private Intereſt of more Individuals ; be- 
cauſe, though there are few that have Comprehenſion ſufficient 
to diſcern the general Advantage of the Community, almoſt 
every Man is capable of attending to his own ; and tho' 
not many have Virtue to ſtand up in Oppoſition to the Ap- 


proach of general Calamities, of which every one may hop? 
to 
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to cxempt himſelf from his particular Share, yet the moſt 
ſanguine are alarmed, and the moſt indolent awakened at any 
Danger which threatens themſelves, and will exert their ut- 
moſt Power to obviate or eſcape it. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I have long conſidered the pub- 
lick Funds eſtabliſhed in this Nation, as a Barrier to the Go- 
vernment, which cannot eaſily be broken: A foreign 
Prince cannot now be placed upon the Throne, but in Op- 
poſition almoſt to every wealthy Man, who having truſted 
the Government with his Money, has repoſited a Pledge of 
his own Fidelity. 

But to this Gentleman, Sir, whom I am now anſwering, 
Arguments can be of very little Importance ; becauſe, by his 
own Confeſſion, he is retained as a mere Machine, to ſpeak 
at the Direction of another, and to utter Sentiments which 
he never conceived, and which his Heſitation and abrupt 
Concluſion, ſhews him to admit with very little Examinati- 
on. He had not even allowed himſelf 'I'ime to know the 
Opinion which he was to aſſert, or to imprint upon his Me- 


 mory thoſe Arguments to which he was to add the Sanction 


of his Authority. He ſeems to have boldly promiſed to 
ſpeak, and then to have inquired what he was to ſay, Yet 
has this Gentleman often declaimed here with all the appa- 
parent Ardour of Integrity, and been heard with that Regard 


| which is only due to Virtue and Independence. 


Some of his Aſtertions are ſuch, however, as require 


Confutation; which is, perhaps, more neceſſary, ſince he has 


produced an Authority for them, which many of thoſe who 


heard him, may think of much greater Weight than his own. 


He affirms, That we can ſuffer only by an Invaſion, and infers 
from his Poſition, that we need only to guard our own 


| Coaſts. I am of an Opinion very different, and having not 
ee upon myſelf to receive Notes from any other 


Perſon, cannot forbear to ſpeak what I think, and what the 


| publick Proſperity requires to be generally known. We may 
| ſurely ſuffer by many other Cauſes, by the Ignorance or 
| Treachery, or Cowardice of the Miniſtry, by the Negli- 


gence of that Perſon to-whom this Gentleman was probably 


indebted for his Notes. We may ſufter by the Loſs of our 
Sugar Colonies, which may be juſtly valued at ten Milli- 
ons. 


© Theſe Plantations, which afford us almoſt all the profi- 


- table Trade that is now left us, have been expoſed to the In- 


ſults of the Enemy, without any other Guard than two 
Ships, almoſt unfit for Service. They have been left to the 


Protection of Chance, with no other Security, at a Time 


when 
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when the Spaniards had fitted out a Squadron, to infeſt and 
ravage our Veſt-Indian Colonies. 

The Admiral, who was ſent into the Ven. Indies, was 
confined for almoſt a Year in the Ports, without Forces, 
Ships, or Ammunition, which yet might have been ſent in a 
few Months, had not Pretences of Delay been ſtudiouſly in- 
vented, had not the Preparations been obſtructed by clan- 
deſtine Expedients, and had not every Man been tacitely aſ- 
ſured, that he ſhould recommend himſelf to his Superiors, by 
raiſing Difficulties, rather than by removing them. 

Such was the Conduct of thoſe, who now ſtand up in 
the Face of their Country; and, without Diffidence or Shame, 
boaſt of their Zeal, their Aſſiduity, and their Diſpatch ; who 
proclaim with an Air of triumphant Innocence, that no Art 
or Diligence could have been more expeditious, and that 
the Embarkation was only impeded by the Seaſons and the 
Winds. 

© With Aſſertions equally intrepid, and Arguments equal- 
ly contemptible, has the ſame Perſon, who boaſted his Ex- 
pedition, endeavoured to defend the Eſtabliſhment of new 
Regiments, in Oppoſition to the Practice of foreign Nations, 
and to the Opinion of the greateſt General among us ; and, 
to ſhew how little he fears Confutation, has recommended 
his Scheme on Account of its Frugality. 

© It is not to be wondered, Sir, that ſuch an Orator ſhould 
undertake to defend the Model of the Troops ſent to the 
Weſt Indies, that he ſhould prefer Boys to Veterans, and al- 
ſert the Propriety of intruſting new Levies to unexperien- 
ced Commanders ; for he has given us in this Debate ſuch 
Proofs of controverſial Courage, that nothing can be now 
imagined too arduous for him to attempr. 

* His Strength, Sir, is indeed not equal to his Spirit, and 
he is frequently unſucceſsful in his moſt vigorous Efforts ; but 
it mult be confeſſed that he 1s generally overborn only by the 
Force of Truth, by a Power which few can reſiſt ſo reſo- 
lutely as himſelf, and which therefore, though it makes no 
Impreſſion upon him, prevails upon others to leave him ſome- 
times alone in the Vindication of his Poſitions. 

he Examples, Sir, of thoſe noble Perſons who were 
advanced early to Commiſſions, will be produced by him 
without Effect, becauſe the Caſes are by no Means parallel. 
They were not inveſted with Command till they had ſpent 
ſome Lime in the Service, and exhibited Proofs of their Cou- 
rage and their Capacity ; and it cannot be doubted, but ſome 
Men may diſcover at Seventeen more Merit, than others in 
the full Strength of Manhood. 

But, Sir, there is another Conſideration of more Impor- 
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tance, which will annihilate the Parallel, and deſtroy the 
Argument founded upon it. At the Time in which theſe 
Perſons were preferred, the Nation had but newly ſeen an 
Army, and had therefore very few old Officers whoſe Expe- 
rience could be truſted, or whoſe Services required to be re- 
warded : The Miniſters were obliged to ſele&t thoſe, who, 
though they did not underſtand the Military Sciences, were 
likely to attain them in a ſhort Time, and the Event has 
{ufficiently proved, that in the Choice no greater Regard was 
paid to Intereſt than to Judgment. 

« It was prudent likewiſe, Sir, to chooſe young Perſons, 


ſuppoſing their Abilities equal with thoſe of others, becauſe 


the Nation was likely to poſſeſs them longer, and would not 
be reduced by an Interval of Peace to make War again 
with raw Forces under the Direction of ignorant Comman- 
ders. 

* But this Proviſion, however reaſonable, the Wiſdom of 
this Miniſtry has found Means to defeat, by detaining at 
home the diſciplined Troops, and depriving the moſt experi- 
enced Generals of their Commands, at a Time when they 
are moſt neceſſary, at a Time when the whole World is in 
Arms, when the Ambition of France 1s reviving its Claims, 
and the Spaniards are preparing to invade our Colonies. 

* But, Sir, though our Generals are diſcarded, we are 
ſufficiently inform'd, that it is not becauſe we are imagined 
to be in a State of Safety ; for the Encreaſe of our Army 
betrays our Fear, of which whether it will be diſpell'd or 
encreas'd by ſuch Meaſures, it is not difficult to determine. 

* An Army thus numerous, Sir, is, in my Opinion, and of 
every honeſt Briton, of every one that reveres the Conſtitu- 
tion, or loves his Liberty, an Evil more to be dreaded, than 
any from which we can be defended by it. The moſt un- 
popular Act of the moſt unpopular of our Monarchs, was the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Standing Army ; nor do I know any 
Tning to be feared from the Advancement of the dreadful Pre- 
tender to the Throne, but that he will govern the Nation 
with an armed Force. 

* If our Troops continue to be increaſed, which we may 
reaſonably ſuſpe&, ſince, if Arguments like theſe be admit- 
ted, Pretences for Augmentations can never be wanting, the 
Conſequences are eaſily foreſeen; they will grow too nu- 
merous to be quarter'd in the Towns, and, with an Aﬀec- 
tation of eaſing them of ſuch unwelcome Gueſts, it will be 
propoſed, that after having ſpent the Summer in a Camp, 
they ſhall retire in Winter to Barracks. Then will the Bur- 
then of a Standing Army be impoſed for ever on the Nation ; 
then may our Liberties be openly invaded, and thoſe who 
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now oppreſs us by the Power only of Money, will then throw 
aſide the Maſk, and deliver themſelves from the Conſtraint 
of Hypocriſy ; thoſe who now ſooth us with Promiſes and 
Proteltations, will then intimidate us with Threatenings, and, 
perhaps, revenge the Oppoſition of their Schemes by Perſe- 
cation and Sequeſtrations. 


Lord Gage ſpoke next, to the following Effect: 
Sir, 

If the Weakneſs of Arguments proved the Inſincerity 
of thoſe who produce them, I ſhould be inclined to ſuſpect 
the Advocates for the Eſtabliſhment of new Regiments, of 
Deſigns very difterent from the Defence of their Country ; 
but as their Intentions cannot be known, they cannot be 
cenſured, and I ſhall therefore confine mayſelf to an Examina- 
tion of their Reaſons, which they have offered, and the Au- 
thoritics which they have cited. 

* 'The German General, who has been mentioned on 
this Occaſion, with ſo much Regard, is not leſs known to 
me than to the honourable Gentleman; nor have I been lets 
diligent to improve the Hours in which I enjoy'd his Friend- 
ſhip and Converſation. Among other Queſtions which my 
Familiarity with him inticled me to propoſe, I have aſked 
him to what Cauſes he imputed the ill Succeſs of the laſt 
War, and he frankly aſcribed the Miſcarriages of it to the 
unhappy Diviſions by which the German Counſels were at 
that Time embarraſſed. 

Faction produces nearly the ſame Conſequence in all 
Countries, and had then influenced the Imperial Court, as of 
late the Court of Great Britain, to diſmiſs the moſt able and 
experienced Commanders, and to intruſt the Conduct of the 
War to Men unequal to the Undertaking ; who, when they 
were defeated for want of Skill, endeavoured to perſuade their 
Patrons and their Countrymen, that they loſt the Victory 
tor Want of Officers. 

They might, perhaps, think of their Countrymen, what 
our Minilters ſeem to imagine of us, that to gain Belief a- 
mong them, it was ſufficient to aſſert boldly, that they had 
not any Memory of paſt Tranſactions, and that therefore 
they could not obſerve, that the ſame Troops were victori— 
ous under Eugene, which were defeated under the Directi- 
on of his Succeſſors; nor could diſcover that the Regulation 
was the ſame, where the Effects were different. 

* Thus in every Place, it is the Practice of Men in Power, 
to blind the People by falſe Repreſentations, and to impute 
the publick Calamities rather to any other Cauſe than their 
own Miſconduct. It is every where equally their Practice, to 
oppreſs and obicyrs thols who owe their Grieazuels 85 their 
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Virtue or Abilities, becauſe they can never be reduced to 
blind Obedience, or taught to be Creatures of the Miniſtry ; be- 
cauſe Men who can diicover Truth, will ſometimes ſpeak it, 
and becauſe thoſe are belt qualified to deceive others, who can 
be perſuaded that they are contending for the Right. 

«* But it is ſurely Time for this Nation to rouze from Indo- 
lence, and reſolve to put an End to Frauds that have been ſo 
long known. It is Time to watch with more Vigilance the 
Dittribution of the publick Treaſure, and to conſider rather 
how to contract the National Expences, than upon what Pre- 
tences new Offices may be erected, and new Dependences cre- 
ated. It is Time to conſider how our Debts may be leſſen- 
ed, and by what Expedients our Taxes may be diminiſhed. 

Our Taxes, Sir, are ſuch at preſent, as perhaps no Na- 
tion was ever loaded with before ; ſuch as never were paid to 
raiſe Forces againſt an Invader, or impoſed by the Inſolence 
of Victory upon a conquered People. Every Gentleman 
pays to the Government more than two thirds of his Eſtate 
by various Exattions—'This Aſſertion is receiv'd, I ſee with 
Surprize, by ſome whoſe ample Patrimonies have exempt- 
ed them from the Neceflity of nice Computations, and with 
an affected Appearance of Contempt by others, who inſtead 
of paying Taxes, may be ſaid to receive them, and whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to keep the Nation ignorant of the Cauſes of its Mi- 
ſery, and to extenuate thoſe Calamities by which themſelves 
are enriched. 

© But, Sir, to endeavour to confute Demonſtration by a 
Grin, or to laugh away the Deductions of Arithmetic, is 
ſurely ſuch a Degree of Effrontery, as nothing but a Poſt of 

Profit can produce; nor is it for the Sake of theſe Men, that 
I ſhall endeavour to clear up my Aſſertion, for they cannot 
but be well informed of the State of our Taxes, whoſe chief 
Employment is to receive and to ſquander the Money which 
ariſes from them. 

It is frequent, Sir, among Gentlemen, to miſtake the A- 
mount of the Taxes which arc laid upon the Nation, by pal- 
ling over in their Eſtimates all thoſe which are not paid imme- 
diately out of the viſible Rents of their Lands, and imagin- 
ing that they are in no degree intereſted in the Impoſts upon 
Manufactures or other Commodities. They do not conl:der 
that whenever they purchaſe any Thing of which the Price is 
inhanced by Duties, thoſe Duties are levied upon them; and 
that there is no Difference between paying ten Shillings a 
Year in Land-Taxes, and paying five Shillings in Land-'I'ax- 
es, and five Shillings to Manufactures, to be paid by them to 
the Government. . 

It would be in reality equally rational for Man to 
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pleaſe himſelf with his Frugalicy, by direQing half his Ex- 
pences to be paid by his Steward; and the Event is ſuch as 
might be expected from ſuch a Method of OEconomy : For as 
the Steward might probably bring in falſe Accounts, the 
Tradeſman cammonly adds two Pence to the Price of his 
Goods for every Penny which is laid on them by the Govern- 
ment ; as it is eaſy to ſhew, particularly in the Prices of 
thoſe two great Neceſſaries of Life, Candles and Leather. 

Now, Sir, let any Gentleman add to the Land-Tax, 
the Duties raiſed from the Malt, Candles, Salt, Soap, Lea- 
ther, diſtilled Liquors, and other Commodities uſed in his 
Houſe ; let him add the Expences of Travelling ſo far as 
they are increaſed by the Burthen laid upon Innkeepers, and 
the Extortions of the "Tradeſmen which the Exciſes have oc- 
caſioned, and he will eaſily agreee with me that he pays more 
than two T hirds of his Eltate for the Support of the Govern- 
ment. 

It cannot therefore be doubted that it is now neceſſary 
to ſtop in our Career of Expences, and to enquire how much 
longer this Weight of Impoſts can poſſibly be ſupported. It 
has already, Sir, depreſs'd our Commerce, and over- borne 
oor Manufactures ; and if it be yet increaſed, if there be no 
Hope of ſeeing it alleviated, every wiſe Man will ſeek a 
milder Government, and enliſt himſelf among Slaves that 
have Maſters more wiſe or more compaſſionate. 

* We oughtto conſider, Sir, whether ſome of our preſent 
Expences are not ſuperfluous or detrimental, whether many of 
our Offices are not merely Penſions without Employment, 
and whether Multitudes do not receive Salaries, who ſerve 
the Government only by their Intereit and their Votes. Such 
Offices, if they are found, ought immediately to be aboliſhed, 
and ſuch Salaries withdrawn, by which a Fund might be 
now eſtabliſhed for maintaining the War, and afterwards for 
the Payment of our Debts. 

It is now, Sir, in my Opinion, a Queſtion whether we 
ſhall chooſe the deareſt or the cheapeſt Method of encreaſing our 
Forces, for it ſeems to me not poſſible to ſupply any new Ex- 
pences. New Troops will require more Money to raiſe and 
to pay them, and more Money can only be obtained by new 
Taxes z but what now remains to be taxed, or what Tax can be 
encreaſed ? The only Reſource left us is a Lottery, and 
whether that will ſucceed is likewiſe a Lottery; but tho' 
Folly and Credulity ſhould once more operate according to 
our Wiſhes, the Nation is in the mean time impoveriſhed, 
and at Jaſt Lotteries muſt certainly fail like other Expe- 
dients, When the Publick Wealth is entirely exhauſted, 
Artifice and Violence will be equaily vain. And tho' the 
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Troops may poſſibly be raiſed according to the Eſtimate, I 
know not how we ſhall pay them, or from what Fund, yet 
unmortgaged, the Officers who will be entailed upon us, 
can hope to receive their Half-pay. 

For my Part, Sir, I think the Queſtion ſo eaſy to be 
decided, that I am aſtoniſhed to ſee it the Subject of a De- 
bate, and imagine that the Controverſy might be ended only 
by aſking the Gentleman, on whoſe Opinion all his Party 
appear to rely without any Knowledge or Conviction of their 
own, Whether, if he were to defend a Nation from its 
Enemies, and could W a ſmall Sum for the War, 
he would not model his Forces by the cheapeſt Method. 


Mr Slater“ ſpoke next. , 
Sir, 

I cannot, without the higheſt Satisfaction, obſerve any 
Advances made in uſeful Knowledge, by my Fellow. Subjects, Mr Sloper, 
as the Glory of ſuch Attainments muſt add to the Reputa- 
tion of the Kingdom which gives Riſe to ſuch elevated 
Abilities. | 

This Satisfaction I have received from the Obſervations 
of the Right Honourable Member, whoſe accurate Compu- 
tations cannot but promiſe great Improvements of the Doc- 
trine of Arithmetic ; nor can I forbear to ſolicite him, for 
the Sake of the Publick, to take into his Confideration the 
preſent Methods of Traffick uſed by our Merchants, and to 
ſtrike out ſome more commodious Method of ſtating the 
Accompts between thoſe two contending Parties Debtor and 
Creditor. This he would doubtleſs execute with great Re- 
putation, who has proved from the State of our Taxes, 
that new Forces require new Funds, and that new Funds 
cannot be eltabliſhed without a Lottery. 

IJ am indeed inclined to differ from him in the laſt of 
his Poſitions, and believe the Nation not yet ſo much 
exhauſted, but that it may eaſily bear the Expence of the 
War ; and ſhall therefore vote for that Eſtabliſhment of our 
Troops which will be moſt likely to procure Succeſs, with- 
out the leaſt Apprehenſion of being cenſured either by the 
preſent Age, or by Poſterity, as a Machine of the Miniſtry, 
or an Oppreſſor of my Country.” 


General Wage ſpoke again, as follows: 
Str, 

Since the Right Honourable Member has been pleaſed 
to inſinuate, that by anſwering a plain Queſtion I may put 5 
an End to the Debate, I am willing to give a Proof of my Generai Wade, 
Deſire to promote Unanimity in our Councils, and Diſpatch 
in our Affairs, by complying with his Propoſal, 
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If I were obliged with a ſmall Sum to raiſe an Army 
for the Defence of a Kingdom, I ſhould undoubtedly pro- 
ceed with the utmoſt Frugality ; but this noble Perſon's Ideas 
of Frugality would, perhaps, be very different from mine; 
he would think theſe Expences ſuperfluous, which to me 
would ſeem indiſpenſably neceſſary, and though we ſhould 
both intend the Preſervation of the Country, we ſhould 
provide for its Security by different Methods. 

* He would employ the Money in ſuch a Manner as 
might procure the greateſt Numbers; I ſhould make my 
firit Enquiry after the moſt flil I Officers, and ſhould ima- 
gine myſelf obliged by my Fideli:y to the Nation, that 
entruſted me with its Defence, to procure their Aſſiſtance, 
though at a high Price. 

© It is not eaſy for Perſons who have never ſeen a Battle 
or a Siege, whatever may be their natural Abilities, or 
however cultivated by Reading and Contemplation, to con- 
ceive the Advantage of Diſcipline and Regularity, which is 
ſuch, that a ſmal! Body of Veteran Troops will drive before 
them Multitudes of Men, perhaps equally bold and reſolute 
with themſelves, if they are unacquainted with the Rules of 
War, and unprovided with Leaders to direct their Motions. 

« TI ſhould therefore, in the Caſe which he has mention- 
ed, prefer Diſcipline to Numbers, and rather enter the Field 
with a few Troops well governed and well inſtructed, than 


with a confuſed Multitude unacquainted with their Duty, 


uuable to conduct themſelves, and without Officers to con- 
duct them. 


Mr. Hier ſpoke next to the following Effect. 
Sir, 

I am not very ſolicitous what may be the Determination 
of the Houſe upon this Queſtion, becauſe I think it more ne- 
ceſſary to reſolve againſt an Augmentation of the Army, than 
to enquire, whether it ſhall be made by one Method or a- 
nother. 

Every Addition to our Troops I conſider as ſome Ap- 
proach towards the Eſtabliſhment of arbitrary Power, as it 
is an Alienation of Part of the Britiſb People, by which they 
are deprived of the Benefits of the Conſtitution, and ſubjected 
to rigorous Laws, from which every other Individual 13 
exempt. 

The Principal of theſe Laws, which all the reſt are in- 
tended to inforce, requires from every Soldier an unlimited 
and abſolute Obedience to the Commands of his Officers, who 
hold their Commiſſions, and expect Advancement by the ſams 
Compliance with the Orders of the Miniſtry. _ 
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The Danger of adding to the Number of Men, thus ſe- 
parated from their Fellow Subjects, and directed by the ar- 
bitrary Determinations of their Officers, has been often ex- 
plained with great Strength and Perſpicuity; nor ſhould I 
have taken this Occaſion of recalling it to the Attention of 
the Houſe, but that I think it a Conſideration, to which, in 
all Debates on the Army, the firſt Regard ought to be paid. 


Then Colonel Mordaunt ſpoke to the Purpoſe following. 
Sir, 

© The Objection which the Honourable Gentleman has 
raiſed, will be moſt eaſily removed, by conſidering the Words 
of the Act by which the Military Authority is eſtabliſh'd ; 
where it is by no Means declared, that either Officers or 
Soldiers are obliged indiſcriminately to obey all the Orders 
which they ſhall receive, but that they ſhall, on Pain of the 
Puniſhments there enacted, obey all the T, Orders of 
their Commander. 

The Obedience therefore, Sir, required from a Soldier, 
is an Obedience according to Law, like that of any other 
Briton, unleſs it can be imagined that the Word /awful is 
in that Place without a Meaning. Nor does his Condition 
differ from that of his Fellow - Subjects by an Exemption from 
any Law, but by a greater Number of Duties, and ſtricter 
Obligations to the Performance of them; and I am not able 
to conceive how our Conſtitution can be indanger'd by aug- 
menting an Army, which, as it can only act in Conformity 
to it, can act only in Defence of it. 


The Queſtion at laſt was put, That the new rais'd 
Troops be incorporated into the ſtanding Corps, but it paſſed 
in the Negative by 232 againſt 166. 


The following SPEECHES on the Motion ta remove 
Sir Robert Walpole from His Majeſty's Councils and Pre- 
fence, have been communicated fince the Publication of our 
former Volumes. 


Mr. Sandys, (whoſe Speech we gave at large, Anno 14. 
George IT. P. 65) was ſeconded by Lord Limerick, who ſpoke 
to the following Effect. 

Sir, 

© As I have been for ſome Time a conſtant Opponent of 
the Meaſures by which the Motion now offered has been pro- 
duced, I ſuppoſe it will create no Surprize, either in the Vin- 
dicators or Adverſaries of the Gentleman to whom it relates, 
that I ſtand up to ſecond it. To add any Thing to the Re- 
preſentation which you have already heard of the 8 
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of the Nation, will be equally difficult and unneceſſary. It 
is known to all, that we are oppreſſed with Taxes, and in- 
volved in War, that the War has been hitherto unſucceſsful 
and ignominious, that our Fleets have been mann'd by Vio- 
lence, and detained in our Harbours upon falſe Pretences, 
that our Trade has been at once diminiſh'd by Impreſſes, and 
betrayed by the Denial of Convoys. 

* If it were neceflary, Sir, to give any other Proof of the 
Difficulties and Diſtreſſes to which we are reduced, let it be 
remembered, how lately the Right Honourable Gentleman 
himſelf declared, in the Midſt of our Deliberations upon the 
Ravages and Inſults of Spain, we were not able to engage in a 
War, that we were without a ſingle Ally to ſupport us, and 
that our own Strength was not ſufficient. Either this Ac- 
count of our Condition was true or falſe. If it was true, 
what can be ſaid in Defence of the Perſon who has deſtroyed 
thoſe Ties that conjoined our Intereſt with that of the Powers 
on the Continent ; who has broken the Union which Nature 
ſeemed to have formed, and which Religion had confirmed ; 
who has conducted our Affairs with ſo much Ignorance or 
Perfidy, that he has diſguſted one Party without gratifying the 
other; who has drawn equally upon the Nation the Hatred 
of France and her Enemies, and whom neither the Houſe of 
Bourbon nor of Auſtria can be expected to favour ? 

* How this could have been effected, Sir, it would not be 
eaſy for any Man but our Miniſter to diſcover ; nor would 
even his abſurd Policy, and perverſe Subtilty, have been ſuf- 
ficient, had he not aided his own Abilities by Frexch Councils, 
and concurred with the inveterate and implacable Enemies 
of Great Britain, to involve his Country in Diſtreſs. 

If his Account of the Condition of the Nation was falſe, 
this Falſhood alone is a ſufficient Motive to the Propoſition 
which has been offered ; for ſurely that Man ought to be re- 
moved from his Majeſty's Councils for ever, who when his 
Country was harraſſed by the Attacks of a contemptible 
Enemy, when its Commerce was every Day obſtructed, and 
its Honour impaired, was fo far from encouraging his Fel- 
low · Subjects to the Aſſertion of their Rights, the Revenge of 
their Loſſes, and the Reparation of their Honour, that he 
endeavoured to fink them into Cowardice, to depreſs them 
with falſe Compariſons of the Strength of their Enemies with 
their own, and whoſe Counſels have no other Tendency than 
to encourage new Inſults, and prepare the People for ſub- 
miſſive Slavery. 

Such Counſels, Sir, muſt proceed, in my Opinion, from 
other Motives than Regard to publick Felicity, and ſince no- 
thing is more evident than that no Man, who prefers any In- 
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tereſt to that of Great Britain, ought to be intruſted with 
Power or admitted to Confidence. I declare, that in my 
Opinion, the Motion now made is neceſſary and juſt. 


, Mr. Mortley ſpoke next in Subſtance as follows, 
N ir, 

© Before the Propriety of this Motion becomes the Subject Mr. Wortley. 
bol our Debates, I think it neceſſary to propoſe, that he Order 
PF the Houſe be ſtrictly obſerved, which is well known to re- 

quire, that every Member againſt whom an Accuſation is 

brought, ſhould retire out of this Aſſembly, while his Con- 

duct is examined. 

This Procedure which is eſtabliſhed by immemorial Cu- 
ſtom, and confirm'd by innumerable Precedents, is founded 

likewiſe upon right Reaſon ; for as any Member of this Aſ- 

ſembly may be ſaid to be here tried by his Aſſociates, by Men 

with whom he has at leaſt concurred in publick Affairs, and 
| with whom he has probably been more intimately converſant, 
it 15 proper to free our Debates from thoſe Prejudices, which 
cannot but be raiſed by the Preſence of a Man, who has been 
long regarded with Friendſhip or Eſteem by thoſe who are 
now become his Judges : To baniſh that Tenderneſs which 
may be produced by the Sight of a Companion or an Ac- 
quaintance perplexed and diſturbed ; and perhaps ſometimes 
to ſuppreſs that Awe which may be raiſed in Part of this 
Aſſembly by a powerful Offender, whoſe Looks may upbraid 
ſome with the Benefits which they have formerly received 
from him, and whoſe Eyes may dart Menaces upon thoſe 
who are dependent on his Favour. 

It is evident that to preſerve Impartiality in our En- | 
quiries, and Iutegrity in our Deciſions, all private Regards | 
muſt be laid aſide; and that therefore Objects which may im- | 
preſs or inforce them, ought to be carefully removed; and as 
the Preſence of the Perſon accuſed may exaſperate or intimi- 
date his Adverſaries, or encourage his Friends, or awe his 
Followers, I move that, while this Queſtion is debated, 
Sir Robert Walpole be ordered to withdraw. 


Mr. Gybbon ſeconded this Motion. 
Sir, 

* This Motion is ſo agreeable to the ſtricteſt Maxims of Mr. Gybbon, 
Juſtice, the moſt prudent Methods of Trial, and the ſtanding 
Practice of this Houſe, that I cannot but ſecond it as neceſ- 
ſarily previous to the principal Queſtion. 

* The Practice of this Houle is only to be proved by Pre- 
cedents, which are indeed fufficiently numerous ; but becauſe 
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to recite all the Inſtances which might be found in our Jour- 
nals, would unneceflarily retard the Bufineſs of this Day, 1 
ſhall ſelect only ſome of later Date, which may ſhew beyond 
Controverſy, that our immediate Predeceſſors did not deviate 
in this Reſpect from the Cuſtom of antient Parliaments, and that 
this Method of Procedure was found too uſeful to be laid aſide. 

In the Reign of King James the Second, when Mr. Coke 
was cenſur'd for the Uſe of Expreſſions diſreſpectful to the 
King, while the Houſe was deliberating upon his Offence, 
he was ordered to withdraw. 

* When in the following Reign, among other Captains of 
the Navy, Captain Churchill, a Member of this Houſe was 
accuſed of taking Money from the Merchants whoſe Ships he 
was appointed to convoy, he was firſt heard in his Place, and 
then withdrew ; ſo far as it appears, without waiting for an 
Order which he knew the Practice of the Houſe would re- 
gularly produce. 

* When in the Examination of Francis Rainsford, the Com- 
mittee for receiving the public Accounts, having reported 
that Lord Fau/k/and had withdrawn a Letter which had been 
written by him, a Debate aroſe upon the Nature of the Of- 
fence, and the Puniſhment which it might be proper to inflict. 
Lord Fanteland having ſpoken in his own Vindication, with- 
drew, and afterwards being call'd in and heard a ſecond Time, 
withdrew again. And another Diſpute arifing on a ſucceeding 
Day concerning two thouſand Pounds irregularly received by 
Lord Fauli/and from the King, ke again withdrew, after ha- 
ving made his Defence. 

In the {ame Reign Mr. Marler being charged with in- 
decent Exrreflions uſed by him in the Debate upon the Pro- 
ceeding agnink Sir Vn Fernvick; when the Debate began, 
he was required to withdraw. 

More Tnftances, Sir, might eaſily be collected, if more were 
neceſſary; but as theſe are ſufhcient to ſhew what has been 
the Practice of this Houſe, and as that Practice may be juſ- 


tißed by Reaſon, I hope we ſhall be careful not to depart 


from it on this Occaſion. 


Mr. 


* Mr Coke's Words were theſe, © I hope We are all Engliſhmen, and 
« not to be trightened out of our Duty by a few high Words.“ Ax which 
Exceptions being taken by Lord Preſton, he was, after Debate, order'd to 
withdraw. The whole Proceedings upon this Affair are only to be met 
with in Chandier's Hiſtory of the Commons, Anno 168 5. P. 193. No 
other Collection of Debates having taken the leaſt Notice of the Proceed- 
ings of King James's Parliament, The other Precedents cited by Mr, 
Gybbon are alſo to be found in Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, dur- 
ing the Reign of King William. 
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Mr. Bromley + anſwered after this Manner. 

if 

I am very far from being convinc'd either by the Argu- Mr. Bromley. 
ments or Precedents which have been produced, that the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, to whom this Motion relates, ought 
to be required to withdraw. 

* All the Perſons mentioned in the Precedent which have 
been alledged, and all thoſe that have been forbidden to be 
preſent at the Debates relating to themſelves, have been 
charged with ſome known Crime, and are to be conſidered 
as ſtanding for their Trial. But the Queſtion in the preſent 
Caſe, is not whether the Right Hon. Gentleman has been 
guilty of the Actions imputed to him, or the Author of any 
particular Counſels, but whether thoſe Actions are in them- 
ſelves Criminal, or thoſe Counſels really Pernicious. He is 
not charged with any Word or Act which the Laws of his 
Country have determined to deſerve Paniſhment ; but with 
Conduct which his Enemies propoſe firit to prove Criminal, 
and then to puniſh by a new Method of Proſccution. 

In the Inſtances, Sir, which have been meationed to ſup- 
port this Motion, the Offenders have been allowed to hear 
their Accuſation, and to make their Defence in their Places; 
nor can I diſcover how any Man's Conduct is impartially 
examined, where he is not allowed to ſpeik in his own De- 
fence ; or how any Man can defend himſelf who is not per- 
mittted to hear the Charge againſt him. 


Mr. Howe ſpoke next to the following Effect. 
Sir, 

© Theſe Precedents are in my Opinion, ſo far from prov- Mr, Howe 
ing what is intended by them, that they ſeem to me not to 
have any Relation to the preſent Quellion, of which I have 
not yet been able to diſcover how it differs from tue common 
Enquiries that are made in this Houle. 8 

Whenever we enquire into the Expediency of paſt Mea- 
ſures, our Diſquiſitions cannot but affect thole by whom they 
were conducted or adviſed ; yet they are not there ore c- 
quired to withdraw during our Deliherations, bat are expected 
to juſtify their Counſels, to explain their Not: ves, anc vxcuie 
their Miſcarriages. 

The Charge, Sir, againſt the right honourabie Gentie- 
man, is only a political Enquiry into the Conduct of the Mi 
niſtry for many Years ; nor has it been urged in tuch 4 man- 
ner as to relate particularly to him. There is therefore no 
Reaſon for requiring him to withdraw, wich will not equal- 
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ly ſhew that all thoſe ſhould retire at the ſame Time, who 
have concurred in the Meaſures diſapproved by the Gentle- 
wan that made the Motion ; who may then ſafely promiſe 
himſelf Victory, when all thoſe from whom he expects Op 
poſition ſhall be baniſhed from the Houſe. 


Mr. Ereſtine then ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. 
Str, 

© 1 am not ſurprized to find that on this Occaſion the 
Friends of the Miniſter have Recourſe to their uſual Arts of 
Sophiſtry ; and that they endeavour to protect his Perſon by 
the ſame Fallacies with which they have always vindicated 
his Meaſures ; that they Jabour to perplex our Enquiries by an 
artful Confuſion of * diltin& Queſtions, and that they are de- 
ſirous to exclude Light when it will only diſcover what it is 
their Intereſt to conceal. 

In their firſt Fallacy, Sir, they have not indeed been very 
ſucceſsful. Whether their Anxiety for the Event of the Day 
has diſconcerted their Sophiſms, or whether their Cauſe will 
in reality admit of no better Defence, their preſent Plea 1s 
ſuch as Men celebrated for the Acuteneſs of their Penetration, 
and the Readineſs of their Invention, might have been ex- 
peed not to have alledged in a Debate of ſo much Impor- 
tance to the Nation, ind, what has always more ſenſibly af- 
fected them, to themſelves. Having had Warning of the 
Storm that was hanging over them, they ſhould have pro- 
vided themſelves with ſome Shelter againſt it that might not 
be eaſily thrown down; and not have thought it ſufficient to 
aſlert, what they can never hope to prove, that there is no 
Diſtinction to be made between this and any other political 
Enquiry. 

* There is the ſame Difference, Sir, between this and o- 
ther political Enquiries, as between national and perſonal 
Tranſactions, between Conſultations and Trials. The Queſ- 
tion in other Debates relates equally to every Man in the 
Houſe ; this affects one Man of this Aſſembly in a particular 
Manner: And ſurely it will not be again aſſerted that it is an 
Fnquiry of the ſame Nature, whether a Member ſhall be expel- 
led this Houſe, or whether Peace ſhall be concluded with Spain. 

* That this Queſtion will incidentally produce political 
Debates, may reaſonably be expected, becauſe the Errors or 
Crimes charged upon this Gentleman are chiefly political ; and 
when the principal Queſtion is perſonal, that Man to whom 
It relates ought to be withdrawn while it is debated. 


Colonel Bladen ſpoke next to the Purpoſe ſollowing. 
Sir, 
I know not upon what Arguments it is ſo poſitively ai. 
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ſerted, that this is a Queſtion of a peculiar Nature, and that 
it _ to be diſtinguiſhed from other political Diſquiſitions ; 
and I hope that the Zeal of the Opponents of the Miniſtry, 
however ardent, will not prompt them to require, that what 
15 not proved ſhould be admitted. 

I have always hitherto imagined, that thoſe Debates 
which are properly political in the Intereſt of the Publick, is 
the Object of Enquiry ; and as I know only two Motives that 
can give occaſion to the preſent Motion, Regard to publick 
Happineſs, and the Gratification of private Reſentment, I 
have been candid enough to believe, that it was made with 
no other View than the Advantage of the Nation. 

Of this, Sir, indeed I was perſuaded, by the Obſerva- 
tions with which the Motion was introduced; for to what o- 
ther Purpoſe were all the Diſappointments, Misfortunes and 
Errors, whether real or pretended, of near twenty Years ſo 
laboriouſly enumerated? For what End are we informed of 
the long continued Inſolence of the Spaniards, of our deſtruc- 
tive Alliances with the French, of the Decline of our Com- 
merce, and the Weakneſs of our Arms ? Why elſe are the 
Loſſes of our Merchants ſo pathetically exaggerated, and why 
are we told once more of the Load of our Taxes, and the 
Diſcontent of the People ? 

If it be not imagined, Sir, that our Compliance with the 
Motion will remedy theſe Calamities ; and that the Removal 
of one Gentleman from his Majeſty's Councils, will revive our 
Trade, and invigorate our Forces; awe our Enemies, and 
animate our Allies; this long, this elegant Declamation, 
has been nothing more than an Effuſion of oſtentatious Elo- 
quence, without any Intention of informing us; it has been 
only an Overflow of Malice, a Torrent of Invectives. 

But if, as we ought to imagine, thoſe by whom this Mo- 
tion is made and defended, are perſuaced, that the Counſels 
of one Man have ſunk the Nation into Diſgrace, and that by 
depriving him of his Influence, they ſha! reſtore the publick 
Honour and Felicity, the Debate, like all others, is an Enquiry 
whether the Meaſures which they propoſe will produce the 
Conſequences expected from them. 

* In the Precedents cited to ſupport the ſecond Motion, 
Sir, there is not the leaſt Appearance of a Parallel with the 
preſent Caſe. They were Perſons who had either committed 
an Offence in the Preſence of the Aſſ-1iuly by which they were 
to be judged, and againſt whom it was therefore unneceſſary 
to produce Evidence ; or Men convicted of Oifences by legal 
Teſtimonies, and whoſe Puniſhment was therefore the only 
Subject of Deliberation. 

Nothing is more reaſonable, Sir, than that in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances the Offender ſhould witheraw ; tor to what ho 
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poſe ſhould he continue in the Houſe ? The only Reaſon | ; 
he has a Seat, the Reaſon for which every other Man has a | $ 
Scat, in this Aſſembly, is the Right of examining, deliberat- p 
ing and voting : And this Right has undoubtedly ceaſ- 
ed; ſince it would be abſurd to conſult any Man with regard 4 | 


to Cenſures which are to be inflicted upon himſelf, or to fuffer | b 
him to vote in his own Cauſe. hs, 

But, Sir, with Regard to the Right Hon. Gentleman 
mentioned in the preſent Motion, the Bird Enquiry muſt be, | © 
whether any of the Meaſures objefted to him are in them- | 
ſelves criminal; an Enquiry at which he has the ſame Right Þ pr 
to be preſent with any other Member, and may claim more 
juſtly a Right to ſpeak in the Vindication of, as he is of 
ſuppoſed to have been principally the Author of them, and 
conſequently to be more than others acquainted with the Mo- (6, 
tives which influenced him in his Advice. 


If it ſhould appear, Sir, which can hardly be hoped | 15 
even by thoſe who have been long accuſtomed to deceive | ,_ 
themſelves with ſanguine Expectations, and whom a perpetual but 
Train of Defeats hath not awakened from their Dream of hs 
Succeſs, that theſe Meaſures have been really pernicious, and Kay 
that the Authors of them deſerve Puniſhment ; muſt not thole | pj, 
Authors be diſcovered ? Will not any particular Perſon be at Fate 
Liberty to deny the Guilt imputed to him, and may he not! 
claim the common Right of a Britiſb Subject to ſtand Face | had 
to Face againſt his Accuſer ? Ls 

That this may be juſtly demanded by him, Sir, ap- 5e 
pears even from thoſe Precedents which have been produced hes 
to prove that he ought to withdraw; for all the Offenders in x 


were allowed to vindicate themſelves in their Places: And if | he © 
it be allowed that the Rt. Hon. Gentleman againſt whom 


the Motion is directed, may hear his Accuſation, and offer E 
his Defence, I doubt not but his Innocence will be evidently 

ſhewn, and that therefore there will be no Room for deli- c 
berating on his Puniſhment. 1a 
Quel 
Mr. Gybben then ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. we c 

Sir, ? ; that 
Mr. Gybbon, * If it be only required that the Gentleman to whom this be , 
Motion relates ſhould hear his Accuſation, that Privilege has Inqu 
been already enjoyed. He has already been accuſed of al- ©<( 


moſt every Crime which miniſterial Power could enable him Tuſti 

to commit; he has been charged with deſtroying the Securi- denly 

ty of thoſe Alliances which it is the invariable Intereſt of this | of ag 

Nation to preſerve ; with contributing to the Exaltation of endesa 

that Houſe, which has never formed any Deſigns but for the pe, 

Deitruction of the Common Libertics of Mankind, and for the 
Attain- 
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Attainment of univerſal Empire; with negleCing the Pro- 
tection of our Commerce, and betraying our Merchants to 
Plunder, and our Seamen to Slavery; with concealing and 
palliating the Inſolence of our Enemies, and the Violation of 
our Rights; and with obſtructing the Operations of the War 
by treacherous Delays, and hindering its Succets by denying 
our Commanders the Liberty of Action. 

The Accuſations, Sir, with Regard to his domeſliclc 
Conduct are ſtill more atrocious. He is taxed as an Enemy 
to our Privileges, and a Violater of our Conſtitution ; as the 
Projector of a military Eſtabliſhment by which the moſt 


pernicious Meaſures may be defended ; and as the Corruptor 


of that Aſſembly to which the Rights of the People are 
intruſted. He has been openly charged with betraying his 
Country, and with attempting to enflave it ; and, after this, 
is it demanded that he may hear his Accuſation ? 

What other Crimes thoſe who know him beſt expect 
to hear alledged againſt him, I am not able to conceive z 


| but by their Demands they give us Reaſon to imagine that 


they are yet afraid of ſome heavier Charge, and that to 


have ſupported the publick Enemies, or to have formed a 


Plan of general Slavery, is not the higheſt Inſtance of his 


Guilt. 


* But whatever Crimes, Sir, his Favourites may have 


had Opportunities of remarking, as their Fidelity is too well 


known to afford any Hopes that they will diſcover them, 
we ſhould proceed to conſider the Facts already mentioned; 
he may therefore now produce what he may have to urge 


in his own Defence; after which it is allowed by all, that 


he ought to withdraw. 


Hereupon Mr Pulteney * {poke in Subſtance as follows. 
Sir, 


© In all Debates it ought to be our firſt Care, that we Mr. 


do not ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted from the principal 


Queſtion by Conſiderations of ſmall Importance ; and that 


we do not in the Preliminaries of our Diſquiſitions weary 
that Attention, and ſquander thoſe Moments which ſhould 
be reſerv'd for higher Purpoſes, in the Purſuit of obſcure 


Inquiries, and the Explication of intricate Reaſoninps. 


Whether it is not required by the Rules of ſtrict 


: Juſtice, that the Gentleman ſhould retire, I cant.ot ſud— 


denly determine; but fince we ought not, in che Proſecition 


of an Oppreſſor, to malze Uſe of thoſe Arts which we are 


endeavouring to prevent; and ſince to inſiſt with moch Ve- 


O 


hemence on his Abſence may be imagined to betray ſome 


Dit- 


Since made Earl of Bat!. 


Pulteney, 


— — — 


— — —ͤ v—yt- — 


Mr. Steph. Fox. 


(188) 


Diffidence of our Cauſe, or Fear of his Abilities; J think 
it may very properly be left in his own Choice to ſtay or 
retire on this Occaſion.” 


Mr Stephen Fox | then ſpoke to the following Effect. 
Sir, 

* Having had Time to conſider the Charge againſt the 
Right Hon. Perſon, whoſe Conduct we are called upon by 
a very extraordinary Motion to examine, I ſhall endeavour 
to anſwer every Part diſtinctly; without deviating, at leaſt 
without intending to deviate, from the Order in which his 
imaginary Crimgs have been ranged, and his ſuppoſed Miſ- 
carriages recounted. 

© I am far from thinking it neceſſary to apologize for 
the ſeeming Vanity of undertaking an extempore Anſwer 
to a laboured Invective; I do not, Sir, pretend to diſplay 
any uncommon Strength of Memory, Readineſs and Ap- 
prehenſion, or Command of Argument on this Occaſion ; 
for as I have heard nothing new, I have nothing new to 
reply. As the Charge is only a Complication of forgotten 
Pamphlets, or a Recollection of former Debates, the An- 
ſwer can be little more than a Recapitulation of thoſe Ar- 
guments, which every Man in this Houſe has heard, and 
mult have heard with Conviction. 

I was indeed, Sir, very far from ſuſpecting thoſe, by 
whom this Motion has been made and ſupported, of an At- 
tempt to prevail upon the Majority of this Houſe to condemn 
their own Conduct, and to proſecute one of their Members 
for Meaſures which themſelves approved. I did not doubt 
but that a Motion ſo uncommon, aroſe from ſome uncom- 
mon Cauſe, ſome imagined Diſcovery of a ſecret Combina- 


tion with our Enemies, an Alienation of our Claims, or a | 


Deſign againſt our Liberties. 


Full, Sir, of this Expectation, J liſtened with the utmoſt | 


Impatience to every Period of the Speech by which the Mo- 
tion was introduced ; and while we were told from what 
Cauſes the Diſcontent of the Nation proceeds, while we 
were warned againſt the Continuance of a Standing Army, 


ivformed of the daily Increaſe of the Power and Iufluence | 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, and the hourly Ravages of the | 
Spaniards ; while the Oppreſſions of the Exciſe were diſ- 
played, and the Errors of the Convention enumerated, I 1 
could ſcarcely forbear to call out for The Charge, for the 
new Topick of Accuſation, to which I conſidered this long 
Detail of Ceniures as only preparatory ; and which I ſup- 
| poſed 

+ Then one of the Chief Clerks of the Treaſury ; ſince created 
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poſed was to be repreſented as the Reſult of all former Miſ- 
conduct, the Complication of every different Species of 
Wickedneſs, and to which we were conducted as to the 
higheſt Pinacle of Guilt by this Gradation of Perfidy, Op- 
preſſion, and Corruption. 

But, Sir, ſince my Expectations are deceived, ſince 
Malice has only traced its former Steps, and that In- 
vective which began with the Treaty of Hanover, has con- 
cluded with nothing more formidable than the Proilitution 
of the Parliament; I ſhall hope to diſſipate, without Difficul- 
ty, thoſe Clouds which have been raiſed to hide the Truth 
from our Eyes, and confute thoſe Objections once more 
which have been ſo often alledged, and ſo often anſwered. 

© The Difficulty of a proper Reply is now much dimi- 
niſhed by the Occaſion on which it 1s to be made ; for 
it has hitherto been neceſſary to ſhew the Propriety and Uſe- 
fulneſs of thoſe Meaſures which were repreſented as davge- 
rous or unprofitable ; to obviate Objections which the Ne- 
ceſſity of concealing private Intelligence, or immature De- 
ſigns, did not always allow to be fully confuted ; and to 
juſtify by long Reviews, and difficult Explications of the 
ſecret Connection of Events, thoſe Meaſures which, conſi— 
dered with Regard to the Circumſtances which attended 
them, might ſeem raſhly or imprudently concerted, 

But in debating the preſent Queſtion all that can pro- 
duce Perplexity or Heſitation, muſt be the Diſtraction of the 
Mind by different Methods of Apology, equally proper, and 
for the greateſt Part equally eaſy : For the Mot;on appears 
to be unjuſt, whether, thoſe that oppoſe it ſhall evince, as 
they have often done, the Propriety of the Meaſures on 
which it is intended to fix an indelible Cenſure, or ſhall 
ſhew that the Perſon againſt whom it is directed did not 
tranſact them, or not without the Concurrence of the other 
Miniſters, or the Approbation of Parliament. 

With Regard, Sir, to the Treaty of Hanover, the Dif- 
ficulty of this Choice will immediately occur ; for though it 
might be eaſily diſpatched by a Declaration which almoſt 
every Man in the Nation knows to be true, that it was tran- 
ſacted at Hanover; and though the Right Hon. Gentleman 
may with great Security defy his Enemies to prove that he 
was the original Author of it, or that he promoted it other- 
wiſe than any other of the Council; yet ſince ſome may de- 
fire a fuller Account of that important Aﬀair, which as it 
was tranſacted in the laſt Reign may not be otherwiſe known 
to ſome of the Members of this Houſe, than by wander- 
ing Reports, or partial Repreſentations, I ſhall endeavour to 
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ſhew, that tho' it has been long the Occaſion of groundleſ 
Clamours, that it was not only prudent but neceſſary. 

To place this Affair in its proper Light, it may be ne- 
ceſſary to recapitulate ſome Occurrences which preceded it, 
and to conſider the State of the Nation from the Beginning 
of the late King's Reign. 

* The Difficulties with which the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Royal Family in theſe Kingdoms were embarraſſed, are 
well known and univerſally remember'd. Our late King had 
no ſooner taken Poſſeſſion of a Throne, to which he was cal- 
led for the Defence of Religion and the Preſervation of Li- 
berty, than Diſcontent, and Jealouſy were ſpread over the 
whole Country: The People were already corrupted with 
idle Doctrines, which had no other Tendency than to facili- 
tate the Introduction of the Pretender, by teaching that an 
Hereditary Right is not to be forfeited, and that the Acts of 
Parliament, by which he was excluded, were empty Forms, 
without Validity and without Obligation. Theſe Tenets 
were aſſiſted by artful Calumnies, and Inſinuations of perni- 
cious Deſigns ; and the People were wrought by various Mo- 
tives to ſuch a Degree of Frenzy, that they imagined them- 
ſelves obeying the DiQates of their Religion, while they 
were endeavouring to expel or deſtroy the Monarch by whom 
it was ſupported ; and imagined that their Liberty could only 
be preſerved by the Advancement of a Prince who would be- 
lieve it his Duty to perſecute, and his Right to enſlave them. 

* Infatuated, Sir, with theſe wild Notions of Juſtice and 
Policy, a great Part of the Nation thought it neceſlary to 
refuſe Obedience to the Government; to ſet the Laws at De- 
fiance ; and to declare their Adherence to another Prince for 
whoſe Service Armies were levied, and whom a Foreign Mo- 
narch, celebrated for Romantic Valour and Chimerical Expe- 
ditions, was invited to eſtabliſh. So little did theſe Madmen 
in the Heat of their Zeal regard the Welfare of their Coun- 
try, that they willingly expoſed it to the Plunder of rapacious 
Mercenaries, and to all the Devaſtations which were to be 
expected from '['roops accuſtomed to all the Cruelties of War; 
reſtrained by neither Tenderneſs nor Intereſt, and who could 
only enter theſe Kingdoms with a Deſign to load themſelves 
with Plunder, and live at Eaſe in their own Country upon 
the Wealth of Great Britain. 

That this Diſturber of the World was ſnatched away by 
the Chance of War, in the midſt af new Schemes for the 
Ruin of Nations, and new Deſigns of augmenting his Power ; 
and the Army of the Rebels, for want of Diſcipline and 
Commanders was eaſily overthrown ; and that both Juſtice 
and Lenity were employed to influence the People, I need 
not 
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not relate; ſince the Events are too recent and too publick 
not to be remember'd. But though the Laws recovered 
their Authority, and Subordination was again eſtabliſhed ; 
it was not reaſonable to imagine that Force had produced 
any Change in Opinions, or that thoſe whoſe Deſigns had 
been defeated believed them unjuſt, becauſe they had been 
unſucceſsful. It might be with Juſtice ſuſpected, that thoſe 
who durſt clamour no longer openly, murmured in private; 
and that they whoſe Swords had been wreſted from their 
Hands, would not fail to ſnatch them again, when they 
could promiſe themſelves ſtronger Support, or more reſolute 
Aſſociates. ; 

* Such, Sir, was likewiſe the Opinion of all Foreign Prin- 
ces of the State of Great Britain, which they conſidered as 
governed by a King to whom more than half of his People 
were ſubje& only by Force, and whom it was eaſy to em- 
barraſs with Inſurrections whenever he ſhould interpoſe in 
the Affairs of the Continent. They conceived the two Par- 
ties in this Kingdom to be in an Equipoiſe, and believed that 
any neighbouring Power might turn the Balance. 

It has been obſerved, that with regard to Governors and 
Subjects, Power ſubſiſts upon Opinion, and the ſame Remark 
may be extended to the Competition between different States. 
To be thought weak, and to be weak in Reality, may ſome- 
times produce the ſame Conſequences. Enemies in either 
Caſe are excited to Inſolence, and invited to Invaſion; and 
though they may ſometimes meet with Reſiſtance which they 
did not expect, they may likewiſe ſometimes in the Uncer- 
tainty of human Schemes be conducted by Error to the End 
which they propoſed ; and ſucceed by a Concurrence of fa- 
vourzble Accidents in Enterprizes, which they were induced 
to undertake only by a weak Confidence in falſe Reports. 

* Thus, Sir, our Diviſions naturally impaired the Influ- 
ence of the King, and weakened his Government even when 
all real Danger of a Revolution had ceaſed, when Reaſon 
had regained its Influence, and the Phantoms of counterfeit 
Loyalty had been diſpelled by the Light of "Truth. It was 
the Interelt of Foreign Princes to believe him ſtil] ſurrounded 
by Enemies, and 'tis well known how difficultly Opinions are 
eradicated which are complicated with favourite Paſſions. 
There was in the Nation a numerous Faction who under va- 
rious Denominations, and upon various Motives favoured the 
Claim of the Pretender; this Faction was repreſented far 
more numerous, more powerful, and more reſtleſs than it 
was; and thoſe Princes whom Chance or Ambition made the 
Enemies of the King of Great Britain, imagined that they 
had Allies in his own Dominions, that Armies would fart up 
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put of our Towns and Villages at the Promiſe of Aſſiſtance, 
and that they might oblige him to ſubmit to any Terms, or 
purſue him to Ruin, or to Death, at the Expence of his own 
Subjects. 

* Such, Sir, was the Opinion which prevailed in all the 
Courts of Europe, at the 'I'ime when our late King was in— 
formed that a Confederacy had been formed againit him by 
the Courts of Madrid and Vienna; in which nothing leſs was 
deſigned than the Deſtruction of our Trade both in the [rates 
and the Mediterranean, the Subverſion of our Liberties, and 
the Advancement of the Pretender to the Throne. Againſt 
this Confederacy he ſecured the Nation and himſelf by an 
Alliance which counterballanced it, and by entering into the 
Treaty of Hanover with France, divided the Power of the 
Houle of Bourbon. : 

* The Contederacy of the Germans with the King of 
Sfain, has been often ridiculed as improbable and imagina- 
ry; and thoſe who could not deny its Reality have repre- 
ſented it as an airy Project, a Scheme which it was not poſ- 
ſible to execute, and which it was therefore not neceſſary to 
obviate by any extraordinary Meaſures. 

* But the Probability of ſuch an Alliance appears from a 
View of the State of the Nation, and of the Opinions of Fo- 
reign Princes at that Time. It was natural to project the 
Introduction of the Pretender into theſe Kingdoms, becauſe 
it was believed that he would be welcomed at his Arrival by 
the Acclamations, and ſupported in his Enterprize by the 
Arms of the People. It was rational to believe that they 
ſhould be able to deprive us of our Trade, becauſe the Ne- 
ceſſity of eftabliſhing a new Monarch would divert the At- 
tention of our Government from Foreign Affairs, and it was 
not likely that any thing would be denied by him to ſuch 
kind Affiitance, and fo uſeful Allies. 

* That the Spaniards were convinc'd of the Poſſibility of 
this Project, we may be aſſured, Sir, from the Confidence 
with which they expoſed a {mal} Body of their Troops, to 
be ſlaughtered, by landing them on the northern Part of this 
Iſland. No Man can imagine that they expected from them 
alone either Conqueſts or Reſiſtance ; and it is therefore evi- 
dent that they expected them to be joined by the Inhabi- 
tants, and imagined the Diſaffection ſo general, and the 
People fo warlike, that to erect a Standard and to raiſe an 
Army, would be the ſame. 

* Nor will it be dificult to conceive that this Opinion 
might be communicated with little Labour to the Court of 
Fienna, if we reflect how readily every Prince hearkens to 
Accounts that flatter his Inclinations, and how welcome 
every 
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every Report will always be found, that encreaſes our own 
Dignity and Power, by repreſenting our Competitors as 
unable to ſtand before us. 

I am, Sir, indeed far from believing that the united 
Power of Germany and Spain could have driven our Mo- 
narch from his 'Throne ; or that the Nation would even at 
that Time have received the Pretender ſupported by a foreign 
Power : But to infer that no ſuch Deſign was formed, be- 
cauſe it would probably have failed in the Execution, is by 
no means rational. It is to ſuppoſe that Men are never 
blinded by their Paſſions, or deceived by their Intelligence ; 
that oppoſite Parties ſee the ſame Objects in the ſame Light, 
and that every Man proportions his Undertakings to his 
Strength. 

* The Error, Sir, of thoſe Princes was far from being 
ſuch as could diminiſh their political Reputation; if we ſup- 

ſe them zealous for their Religion, the Force of Enthu- 
ſiaſm has been often ſeen ; if we ſuppoſe their Heads heated 
by Ambition, it is eaſy to conceive that they might be hur- 
ried forward to imaginary Conqueſts which their Armies 
could never have atchieved ; if we conſider them as corre- 
ſponding with the diſaffected Part of our own Nation; we 
know how readily every Man perſuades himſelf that his own 
Party will prevail, how he exaggerates in his own Mind 
its Numbers, its Wealth, and its Unanimity, and confident- 
ly affirms to others what he has learned to believe himſelf. 

From all theſe Cauſes, co operating at once, what De- 
grees of Infatuation may not be expected? what may not 
Monarchs be capable of undertaking, who being infected 

with Luſt of Dominion, imagine that their Happineſs will 
be encreaſed as their Empire is extended; who think their 

Ambition authoriſed by Religion, and are aſſured by thoſe 
whom it is the higheſt Act of Impiety to diſbelieve, that 
they ſhall fight under the Banner of Omnipotence? That 
Heaven will aſſiſt thoſe Forces which are levied for the Ex- 
tirpation of Hereſy, and that they are appointed to put an 

End to the Prevalence of Schiſm ? 

When to theſe Motives, Sir, it is added, that the At- 
| tempt is in itſelf without Danger, and that they are only to 
aſſiſt the greater Part of the Nation in butchering the leſs ; 
is it to be imagined, that Opportunities ſo favourable will 
not be improved? That any Monarch will forbear to give 
an Inſtance of his Piety, when he may ſhew it by gratify- 
ing his Ambition? Or that he will not engage in a Deſign 
at once pleaſing, eaſy and meritorious ? 

Perhaps theſe Conſiderations, Sir, may induce the Houſe 


te allow that his late Majeſty, neither deceived the Parlia- 
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ment by falſe Repreſentations, as has been inſinuated by the 
honourable Gentleman, nor was himſelf deceived ; yet ſince 
it has been alledged that the Confederacy of the Spaniard; 
and Germans, if it was ever formed, was a Confederacy of 
Madmen ; that their Deſigns ought to have raiſed Pity ra- 
ther than Fear, and to have been ridiculed rather than o 
poſed, it may be proper before we diſmiſs this Tranſaction 
to enquire what was really to be dreaded from them, 

© It is well known, Sir, that the Favourers of the Pre- 
tender were at that Time ſufficiently numerous to diſturb 
the Nation, though not to inſlave it; and that their Diſcon- 
tent was ſuch as might naturally have incited them to a 
Rebellion, by which, though it would probably have ended 
in their Defeat, our Country might have been harraſſed for 
a long Time ; and the Hon. Geatleman will ſcarcely affirm 
that a Civil War is not a Calamity to be very cautiouſly 
avoided, what Party ſoever may be likely to prevail. 

© If it is not to be imagined that Troops could have 
been landed on our Coaſts in ſuch Numbers as might have 
threatned Conquelt, they might at leaſt have burnt our Vil- 
lages, and deſtroyed the Inhabitants ; they might have ra- 
vaged our unfortified 'Towns, laid whole Counties deſolate, 
and filled the Nation with Horror and Confuſion ; and when 
our Armies had at length deſtroyed them, the Injury might 
be revenged indeed, but could not be repair'd. 

* From ſuch Miſeries, Sir, if we were preſerved by a 
ſeaſonable Alliance with France, can the Author of it be 
cenſured as an Enemy of Great Britain? Can it be affirmed 


that Invaſions and Civil Wars are to be preferr'd to an | 
Alliance by which no Claim was reſigned, and in which | 
mutual Security was honourably ſtipulated upon equal Terms ? | 


If we conſider, Sir, what has been urged againſt this 


Treaty, we ſhall be able to recolle& only violent InveCtives | 
without Proof, and noiſy Declamations without Reaſon. We 
have been told that France is the irreconcileable Enemy of | 
Great Britain, that her Reſentments are never to be extin- | 
guiſhed, and that her Intereſts are invariably oppolite. We 
are told that to enter into Alliances with France is to deſtroy 
at once that Plan of Power, that our Anceſtors have ex- 
hauſted their Treaſures to eſtabliſh, and to ſacrifice all the 


Advantages of the laſt War. 


* Theſe, Sir, are indeed pompous Expreſſions by which 
the Imagination may be warmed, but which have little 
Efficacy to convince the Reaſon ; Sounds which may raiſe | 


Commotions in a popular Aſſembly, but can not have much 


Influence upon a Parliament. That our Anceſtors have ge- 
| nerally * 
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nerally employed their Strength and Policy in Oppoſition to 
France, cannot be denied ; but if we think their Example 
ſuch as ought to influence our Meaſures, we mult imagine 
them to have acted upon rational Motives, and are there- 
ſore only to reſemble them in our Conduct, as we reſemble 
them in the Circumſtances of our Affairs. 
They oppoſed the French, becauſe they had no other 
Enemy to fear ; and upon the ſame Principle would have 
united with them againſt an Enemy from whom they were 
both in Danger ; nor could they entail upon us any Scheme 
of Conduct, unleſs they could aſcertain the Courſe of Events. 
To believe, that we are invariably to declare ourſelves Ene- 
mies to France, is to be deceived by idle Sounds, and to 
follow Prejudice inſtead of Policy. It is our Intereſt to op- 
| poſe that Nation with moſt Vigour from whom we have 
' moſt to fear; not to enquire whom our Anceſters hated or 
| dreaded, but who has at preſent the ſtrongeſt Inclination 
and the greateſt Power to injure us; to regulate our Alli- 
' ances according to the Intereſts of foreign Princes, to ob- 
| ſerve the Rotations of Power, and vary our Politics as diffe- 
rent Exigencies may happen to require. 
It might at leaſt, Sir, be expected from thoſe who 
' have declaimed for ſo many Years againſt the Treaty of 
Hanover, that they ſhould have ſhewn us what ill Conſe- 
- quences have been produced by it; what Part of our Trade 
we have relinquiſhed, or what Pretenſions we have reſigned. 
It might not be unequitable to require, that they ſhould 
prove this Tranſaction to have brought upon us greater Evils 
than thoſe from which we were reſcued ; the Horrors of an 
' | Invaſion, and the Miſeries of a Civil War. 
The Charge, Sir, of Deſerting our Ally is eaſily refuted, 
| | ſince that Ally was not deſerted till he had formed Schemes 
for our Deſtruction: That we contributed to aggrandiſe the 
| | Houſe of Bourbon, though it has been echoed round the King- 
dom, has not been proved; ſince no Man, however conh- 
dent in his Aſſertions, or vehement in his Invectives, has 
undertaken to ſhew, that the Treaty of Hanover either in- 
creaſed the Wealth, extended the Influence, or enlarged the 
2 Dominions of France. She gained nothing by it but a 
Neutrality, which, without any ſuch previous Stipulation, 
nit had been our Intereſt to obſerve; but which, perhaps, had 
e not that Alliance been concluded, would have appeared the 
e Effect of Cowardice or Weakneſs. 
n * It was ſaid indeed by the Honourable Gentleman, that 
the French have given us no Aſſiſtance ; but it does not ap- 
y pear that we wanted or required it, or that by the Treaty 
of Hanover, we had a Right to demand it, Our Enemies 
| were 


( 196 ) 
were diſcouraged from an Invaſion by finding that they could 
no longer expect Succeſs. | 

* Is it not, Sir, ſome Advantage that an Enemy who was 
elated to a Degree of Inſolence, that incited him to form 
Deſigns upon our Country, to plan the Subverſion of our Con- 
ſtitution, and doom us to irrecoverable Slavery, was reduced 
to confine his Reſentment to petty Ravages, and Inſults ra- 
ther malicious than dangerous? That inſtead of ſpreading 
Deſtruction over Britain, he was content to beſiege a For- 
treſs * with-held from him in his own Territories. 

* Some have aſſerted in the Heat of their Animoſity, when 
irritated by frequent Defeats, and oppreſſed by Arguments 
to which they were unwilling to yield, tho' they found 
themlelves unable to confute them, that the Rapine and In- 
ſolence of the Spaniards have been always ſecretly encou- 
raged by France: This, Sir, is an Inſinuation of which it 
does not appear to me, that the Importance is proportioned 
to the malignant Pleaſure with which it is produced; for 
how can it affect the Conduct of the Miniſtry, whether it be 
true or falſe? 

* If the French, Sir, did in reality exaſperate the Spani- 
ards againſt us, at the Time when they engaged with the 
utmolt Solemnity to aſſiſt us againſt them; if while they 
were exchanging Ratifications, and redoubling Proteſtations 
of Friendſhip, they endeavoured to embarrais our Govern- 
ment, and obſtrut our Commerce, what can be inferred 
from their Conduct but their own Perfidy? And by what 
Law is a Miniſter of Great Britain to be puniſhed for thoſe 
Crimes in which he did not concur ? 

In Political as in private Tranſactions mutual Truſt is 
unavoidable 3 nor can any more be required from either 
Party than to preſerve his own Faith, and watch that the 
other does not make uſe of an Appearance of Friendſhip to 
injure or betray him. No Man ought to ſuffer but for his 
own Wickedneſs or Negligence, becauſe no Man can regu- 
late the Conſcience of another. 

But it is not neceſſary, Sir, to have Recourſe to the ſe- 


cret Operation of remote Agents for the Explication of | 


Events, of which the immediate Cauſes may be ſo eaſily aſ- 
ſigned. The Spaniards, though they found their Scheme of 
an Invaſion no longer practicable, had yet fo much Confi- 
dence in the Accounts which they had received of the Vio- 
lence of our Factions, and the Ardour of our Animoſities, 
that they imagined us to be in a State that would not allow 
us to regard our Honour or our Commerce, and believed 
that they might without Danger inſult our Flag and plun- 
der our Merchants. 
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That this Opinion was the Foundation of their Conduct, 
and that they ſtill retain it with a Degree of Bigotry peculiar 
to themſelves, appears, Sir, from their Manifeſto lately 
publiſhed. Our Diviſions are there mentioned with an Ap- 
pearance of Triumph, which perhaps may be ſtill height- 
ened by an Account of the preſent Debate, and to which 
the Opponents of the Adminiſtration, whatever may have 
m_ their Intentions, it mult be confeſſed, have long contri- 
buted. | 

* Againſt theſe Depredations, Sir, frequent Remonſtran- 
ces were made, and Promiſes of Inquiry and Reparation were 
conſtantly returned, with what Degree of Sincerity it was 
not poſſible for our Miniſters to determine. The Diſtance 
of the Spaniſh Territories made it eaſy for the Governors to 
elude the Orders of their Maſter, or to deceive him with 
falſe Repreſentations, which could not always be confuted by 
our Miniſters before their Attention was diverted by ſome 
new Controverſy. The Delays in the Span; Forms of Pro- 
ceeding, well adapted to favour any fraudulent Deſign, of- 
ten made it impoſlible to procure Proof of an unjuſt Seizure, 
for the Maſter of a Veſſel was perhaps dead, and his Crew 
diſperſed, before his Cauſe was determined. 

It might indeed be ſuſpected that theſe Ravages were 
not committed by the Subjects of Spain without the Conni- 
vance of their Court ; and that the Orders ſent to Spain would 
not have been ſo long eluded, had the Officers believed thar 
Compliance would have been more likely to procure Favour 
or Pro motion: But as their King not only diſowned their 
Proceedings, but promiſed that Juſtice ſhould be rigorouſly 
obſerved ; and as War is always the laſt Remedy which a 
wiſe Government employs, it was thought more prudent to 
preſerve our Claims by frequent Repetitions, and to wait for 
ſome Opportunity of obtaining their Confirmation, than to 
aſſert them by Force, and load the Nation with the Expences 
of a War. 

When the Project was formed of eſtabliſhing Don Carlos 
in Itah, we thought the Opportunity obtained which we 
had ſo long deſired, and therefore readily complied with the 
Propoſitions which were made us for eſtabliſhing a laſting 
Peace with Spain. This indeed we did not ſubmit to pur- 
chaſe at a high Rate, for the Tranſportation of Don Car/s;, 
though it gratified the Ambition of his Mother, was no great 
Sacrifice on our Part. There was no Enemy to encounter, 
no Danger to fear ; and the Expence which alone can be 
complained of, ought to be compared with that of a War 
which it was probable we might avoid by it. 

«* Yet the Miniſtry, Sir, by this Step furniſhed their Ad- 
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verſaries with a new Theme for Declamation; they have 
been charged with throwing Weight into that Scale of Power 
which was too heavy before, with propagating the Influznce 
of the Houſe of Bourbon thro' the whole Continent of Europe, 
and with endangering our future Commerce by inveſting 
them with the Dominion of the Mediterranean. 

* But before theſe Invectives are indulged, it ought to be 
proved that we granted ſome Advantage which it was impo- 
litick to grant, and which it was in our Power to deny; 
that we could have hindered the Spaniards from the Acqui- 
ſition of that Part of 7taly, or have hindered them without 
more Expence and Danger, than our Intereſt in the Tranſac- 
tion could induce us to incur. 

* It ought to be examined, Sir, whether it was not more 
prudent to procure a Reconciliation of long Diſputes, by 
aſſiſting them in an Enterpriſe which they could have exe- 
cuted by their own Strength; and by appearing to favour 
Deſigns which we could not effectually obſtruct; than to ex- 
aſperate Hatred and inflame Quarrels by needleſs Oppoſition, 
and to harraſs ourſelves with a War of which it was impotl- 
ſible to foreſee the Succeſs, or fix the Duration. 

* It was faid by the hon. Gentleman, that our Compli- 
ance had no other Effect upon the Spaniards than to heighten 
their Inſolence, to harden their Obſtinacy, and to confirm 
their Contempt; that therefore our Money was laviſhed 
without Recompence, and our Alliance offered only to be 
ſlighted. 

l confeſs, Sir, that neither the Policy nor the Gratitude 
of the Spaniards, could induce them to improve the Advances 
which were made at Seville into a firm and laſting Friendſhip ; 
that their Inſolence had not been abated, or their Pretenſions 
remitted ; and that their Depredations after a very ſhort Su- 
ſpence were renewed with equal Rapacity and equal Cruelty. 
Of this the Parliament itſelf has complained in its Addreſſes 
to the King, nor does the Cauſe of which I have undertaken 
the Defence, require. that any Truth ſhould be denied or 
Jiſguiſed. 

* 'Fheſe Ravages and Cruelties, Sir, are Facts of which 
no Man will diſpute the Certainty or palliate the Injuſtice ; 
but it appears to me, that every impartial and candid En- 
quirer will diſcover, that they cannot rationally be charged 
on the Miniitry : For how can it be imagined that they could 
Willingly promote the Diſappointment of their own Mea- 
ies, Or what Intereſt can they be ſuppoſed to advance by 
increaſing the Diſcontent of the People ? The Condu of 
the Spaniards mult be therefore attributed only to themſelves ; 
„or can it be expected that we ſhouid undertake to reform 

their 
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their Folly or their Wickednels, or to teach them eithe: 
Politicks or Gratitude. 

I cannot but obſerve, Sir, that in the Charges made by 
the Hon. Gentlemen, the Crimes of Mankind are amafled 
together and thrown upon a ſingle Perſon, who is ſo unfor— 
tunate in his Situation, that he is equaily to be accuſed of 
the Miſconduct of his Friends and of his Enemics ; of Tranſ- 
actions by which his Influence is apparently dinuniſhed, as 
well as thoſe by which it may ſeem to be advanced: ie is 
repreſented as the general Dictator of Guilt, nor is any 
Man imagined to deviate from the Right, but by lis Inſti— 
gation or Connivance. 

* Unhappy ſurely is the Lot of that Man, from w! om an 
Account is required of the Conduct of thoſe whom he has 
not Power to direct; whom neither Diſtance nor Ignorance 
can ſecure from being an Aſſociate in every Act of Wick- 
edneſs ; and whoſe Innocence can only be preſerved by a 
Reformation of the Univerſe. 

That the Miniſtry, Sir, have been inſenſible of the Suf- 
ferings of their Country, that they have ſeen without Con- 
cern the Obſtruction of our Trade, and heard without Com- 
paſſion the Complaints of our Merchants ; that they have 
ſat at Eaſe in the Enjoyment of their Salaries, while their 
Fellow - ſubjects were languiſhing in Diſtreſs; and inſulted or 
neglected thoſe Calamities which their Indolence, Unſkil- 
fulneſs or Cowardice had brought upon the Nation, are In- 
ſinuations which ought not to be credited, becauſe they 
cannot be proved. 

Their frequent Remonſtrances to the Court of Spain 
afford ſufficient Evidence, that they did not forget their Duty 
or neglect it; their Aſſertion of our Rights ſhew that they 
had na Intention to reſign them. And the Charge of In- 
ſenſibility, Negligence, and Corruption, mutt be reduced at 
laſt only to this, that they thought Succeſs more likely to 
be obtained by Negotiation, which others expected only 
from Violence and Slaughter. 

Had the Spaniards, Sir, been perſuaded at length to 
attend to the Remonſtrances of Juſtice, to reſtore what they 
could not retain without Robbery, and admit what they 
cannot deny without the Violation of the moſt ſolemn Trea- 
ties; had the Pacific Acts of Negotiation terminated our 
Diſputes, procured Security to our Trade, opened the Seas 
of the l/e/?-Indies, and eſtabliſhed, upon equitable Terms, 
that Concord which is neceflary to the Happineſs of both 
Nations; Would thoſe allow themſelves Criminal who had 
ſo long ſounded the Trumpet of War, who had called out 
inceſſantly for Repriſals and Revenge, and who had exhau- 
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ſted their Eloquence to inflame the Reſentment of the Na- 
tion, and to incite the Parliament to Impatience and Vio- 
lence? Would they have admitted, that they might be 
deſervedly cenſured as the Enemies of their Country, for 
endeavouring to precipitate us into an unneceſſary War, 
and for promoting Havock, Bloodſhed and Confuſion ? 


Would they not have urged that they had only given 


their Opinion, with that Liberty which is allowed in Parlia- 
mentary Debates, and with that Sincerity which Patriotiſm re- 
quires ? That they were deceived by falſe Appearances, or 
hurried on by a Zeal too impatient of the Injuries of the 
Publick ? That they did not lay any Claim to Preſcience or 
Infallibility, and that involuntary Errors could never be 
juſtly puniſhed, becauſe they could not be avoided ? And 
would not this Plea have ſatisfied the moſt rigorous Enqui- 
rer, and pacified the warmeſt Reſentment ? 

* Whoever, Sir, admits the Validity of this Excuſe, 
which he that denies has no great Regard to his own Ho- 
nour or Safety, mult allow, that it may be now urged, with 
equal Juſtice, in Vindication of the Miniſtry. If they have 
been miſtaken in their Choice of Meaſures, they have been 
betrayed into Error only by their Caution ; nor did their 
Delays proceed from any other Cauſe, than the Fear of en- 
creaſing the Expences of the Publick, and hazarding the 
Quiet of Europe by precipitate Reſolutions. 

* I ſhall not infiſt at this Time on the Probability that 
contrary Meaſures, if they had been perſued by the Miniſtry, 
would have been oppoſed with equal Vehemence, and their 
Abſurdity aggravated with the ſame Violence of Declama- 
tion: Phat the Miniſtry would have been repreſented as Men 
hardened againſt all the Impulſes of Humanity ; who look'd 
with Satisfaction on Slaughter, Devaſtations and Cruelty ; 
who were delighted with embroiling the World, and em- 
ploying one Nation in the Deſtruction of another; who had 
involved their Country in foreign Wars only to divert the 
Attention of the Publick from their own Miſcarriages and 
Corruption ; and who would prolong it without End, as it 
might give them Opportunities of gratifying their Friends 

and expoſing their Adverſaries. | 

* 'That ſuch would have been the Outcries of the Oppo- 
ſition, if more violent Meaſures had been perſued, I do not 
affirm, Sir, whatever I may believe. I do not affirm it, 
becuuſe I think that every Aſſertion ought to be ſupported 
by Fv'dence, and that Poſitions and Conjectures are to be 
carefully diſtinguiſhed. I will however declare with preat 
Confidence, that this Accuſation had been more juſt and 
more plauſible ; and that the Vulgar, upon whom * In- 
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fluence of Sounds is well known by Experience to the Oppo- 
nents of the Miniſtry, would have been more eaſily ioflamed 
by artful Repreſentations of the Horrors of a deſtructive 
War, than of the Shame of a diſhononrable Peace. I can- 
not, therefore, but once more ſuſpect, that they whoſe con- 
{tant Hope of Succeſs has ariſen from a Practice of appeal- 
ing from the Parliament to the Rabble, could not have ſuf- 
fered ſo commodious a Topic to eſcape them ; but would 
have exhibited the Miniſtry to public Views as blood-thirſty 
Monſters, who were daily facrificing the Lives of thouſands 
to their Caprices; and becauſe they had no Tenderneſs for 
their Fellow-ſubjeQts, preferred War to Peace; who contem- 
plated with Pleafure thofe Dangers in which they never in- 
volved themſelves, and feaſted their Imagination with Slaugh- 
ters which heightened the Pleaſure of their own Security. 

© But that there are indeed Inſults which muſt be reſented, 
and Evils to which War itſelf is to be preferred, cannot be 
denied; and fach at length has the Parliament declar'd the 
Inſolence and Rapacity of the Spaniards, againſt whom 
therefore War has been proclaimed, and proſecuted in fuch 
a Manner as was moſt likely to attain the End for which 
War ought always to be made; the Redreſs of Wrongs and 
Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace. 

© But the Miniſtry, Sir, have been no leſs unfortunate in 
their Conduct of the War than in their Methods of Nego- 
tiation ; for their Opponents appear reſolved to be equally 
diſſatisfied on every Occaſion, and to diſcover Treachery, 
Cowardice, or Corruption, whatever Meaſures are perſued. 

The War has indeed had already one Effect that they 
may, without want of Candour, be ſuſpected of deſiring. It 
has furniſhed them with numerous Topics of Accuſition 
which they could not have obtained in Time of Peace. 
It has given them an Opportunity of diverſifying their In- 
vectives, and enlivening their Harangues ; and enabled them 
to ſubſtitute new Calumnies in the Place of thoſe which, 
though no longer credited, they had been hitherto forced to 
repeat. The Exciſe, which had with unwearied Eloquence 
been for many Years echoed from one ſide of this Houſe to 
the other ; the Dangers of a Standing Army which had been 
exaggerated with all the Zeal of ardent Patriotiſm ; and even 
the Convention which, tho' a later Subject, had been diſ- 
cuſſed till it was no longer a Terror but a Vexation to 
Mankind, gave way to more ſplendid Themes ! Themes on 
which the Imagination might expatiate without Labour, 
and Eloquence wanton without the Aid of Invention : They 
harangued now on the Bravery of our Sailors, the Strength 
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of our Nation, the Triumphs of our Anceſtors, and the 
Weakneſs of Spain. 

- But when they had amuſed themſelves with the Dis- 

play of our Power, and gratified their Love of their Country 

a Recollection of her ancient Glory, they always con- 
cluded with a pathetical Lamentation of our preſent Mi- 
ſeries ; they complained that our Force was reſtrained by 
the Corruption of our Governors ; that the Courage of our 
Sailors was of no other Ule than to heighten their Impati- 
ence of the ignominious Inactivity to which they were con- 
demned ; that our ancient Honours were tamely ſuffered to 
be torn from us ; that we were no longer courted, rever- 
enced, or feared ; that the Spaniards, however weak, how- 
ever contemptible, were yet ſucceſsful in the War ; and that 
we perceived no other Effect of our Armaments than Ex- 
pence and Diſappointments. 

When they were aſked from what Cauſes theſe Com- 
plaints proceeded, what Dominions had been taken from us, 
or what Battles we had loſt, it was anſwered, that mot to 
have conquered in ſuch a War was to be overcome ; that 
it was expected by the People of this Nation, that a ſingle 
Fleet ſhould have reduced Spain to Submiſſion, and that 
one Effort of the Brit; Force might put us in Poſſeſſion of 
the Mines of the Weſt Indies. | 

Such Expectations indeed it is common for the People 
to form at the Commencement of a War; and it has not been 
unuſual for Governors to promote them, though perhaps with- 
out ſufficient Regard to juſtice or to Prudence; neither of 
which could ever countenance the Propagation of Falſhood. 
For if the People are perſuaded to think too highly of their 
own Strength, what can be expected but that they will demand 
Succeſs proportioned io their imaginary Force? And that the 
Blame of every Defeat will fall upon the Government? 

Such Expectations, Sir, were therefore never raiſed by the 
Minittry, becauſe they knew that they could only be gratified 
by Chance, in which no wiſe Man will put any Confidence: 
But they were eagerly excited by the Boaſters of Patriotiſm 
who knew that Succeſs would be received as a Confirmation 
of their Predictions, and would eſtibliſh the Reputation of 
their Sagacity ; but that any Defeat would be imputed to 
the Miniſtry, and blow up the Flames of publick Hatred; and 
that in the mean Time they gained every Day the Favour of 
tne Populace, to whom nothing is more grateful than exag- 
gerate Repreſentations of their own Strength. 

hey therefore called out inceſſantly for a vigorous Pro- 
ſecution of the War; they required that Inſolence ſhould no- 
longer be born without Reſentment, nor Ravages without 
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Repriſals ; they demanded that Fleets ſhould be equipped, 
that Commerce ſhould be protected, and Spain humbled. 

Ships were accordingly put into Commiſſion, new Vel- 
ſels were built, the Workmen in the Docks were enjoined 
double Labour, naval Stores were purchaſed and Contracts 
for Provifions made every Day; but our Fleets com- 
pletely rigged remained in our Harbours for want of Men, 
and our Enemies roved at large over the Ocean, while we 
were ſoliciting our Sailors to engage in the Service of the 
Publick. 

For removing this Obſtacle, Sir, at which the Oppo- 
nents of the Miniſtry were for the greateſt Part content to 
clamour; without any Endeavour or perhaps any Deſire to 
ſurmount it, becauſe they found ſpecious Reaſons for im- 
puting it to the Adminiſtration, many Schemes were offer- 
ed : But they were almoſt always oppoſed with the utmoſt 
Obſtinacy, by Men who had wearied the Parliament with the 
Juſtice and Neceflity of the War, with the Diminution 
of our Trade, and the Importance of an uninterrupted Na- 
vigation. 

When one Project was diſapproved, another was pro- 
poſed ; and nothing was left unattempted that might contri- 
bute to that Succeſs which all appeared to wiſh, though 
only the Miniſtry endeavoured to procure it. But to every 
Propoſal that could be formed, to every Method that In- 
vention or Experience could ſuggeſt, ſo many Inconveniences 
were objected by the zealous Guardians of the Liberties of 
the People, that much Time was waſted, and Loſſes ſuffered 
by the Merchants. 

But that Sagacity, Sir, which always enabled them to 
improve every Accident to their own Advantage, ſuggeited 
to them that they might now accuſe the Miniſters of delay- 
ing the Preparations for War, detaining the Ships which 
were to guard the Coaſts, and expoſing the Merchants by 
Negligence or Deſign to the Rapacity of the Sani Privateers. 

At length, Sir, our Fleets in the Wet Indies began 
Hoſtilities; the Spaniards were confined to their Ports; their 
Colonies were kept in continual Terror ; and one of their 
moſt important Settlements was laid in Ruins. Who would 
not now have thought that the Miniſtry had given ſufficient 
Proofs of their Sincerity in the Prof-cution of the War, and 
that there could be no longer any Fretence for Coin plaints ? 
But even this Advantage ſerved only to ſhew, how a vigilant 
and ſagacious Patriot can improve every Occurrence to the 
Propagation of his Tenets and the Support of his Cauſe. The 
Miniſtry, Sir, was on this Occaſion once more loaded with 
Calumnies ; they were now accuicd as ſecretly chagrined 5 
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the public Felicity, and incenſed againſt that Commander 
by whom the Honour of our Nation was retrieved, anc the 
Inſolence of our Enemies repreſſed. 

How the Miniſters gave Occaſion to ſo atrocious a 
Charge, it may not be improper to declare. When thoſe who 
had for many Years affected a particular Degree of Solicitude 
for the publick Welfare, and who had been diſtinguiſhed 
by their Zeal fora War with Spain, heard the firſt Rumour 
of that Succeſs which they had ſo confidently predicted; it 
was their Employment once more to engage the Populace by 
entertaining them with the delightful Narative, uniting in 
their Acclamations and partaking of their Triamph. - 

For this Purpoſe, Sir, they did not fail to exaggerate 
the Enterpriſe, and magnify the Advantages that were to be 
expected from it; and ſo wanton was their Imagination, 
that it formed no Ideas but of the Conqueſt of the Veſt- 
Indies, and the utter Deſtruction of the Spaniſb Dominions. 

The Friends of the Government, tho' pleaſed with the 
Succeſs of the Expedition in proportion to its Importance, 
diſcovered no ſuch Raptures of Exultation : They rejoiced in- 
deed, but with that Moderation which accompanies true 
Greatneſs of Mind ; they praiſed the Bravery and Prudence 
of Vernon, but without exalting him above all his Predeceſ- 
ſors ; they thought that to give way to an Exceſs of Praiſe 
or Joy upon any flight Advantage, had a Tendency to leſſen 
the Reputation of our Arms, as it might be inferred by 
Foreigners that our Exultation was — only by our 
Fear. 

Whatever, Str, were the Motives of their Conduct, it 
may be imagined that in a Nation where Freedom is ſo la- 
viſhly boaſted, every Man might plead an Exemption from 
the Neceſſity of joining his Voice to Shouts of which he did 
not know the Reaſon, or which he thought too loud for the 
Occaſion which produced them ; and that no Man would ac- 
cuſe bim of Diſaffection to his Country, becauſe he did not 
evaporate in uſeleſs Congratulations, and wild Effuſions of 

ollity. 

: But as Men reſolv'd to cenſure can never want a Fund 
of Accuſation, no ſooner were the Miniſters ſtigmatized as 
Enemies to Vernon, than they were diſcovered to have form- 
ed a Plot for his DeſtruQtion in Concert with the Spaniards | 
and French; whoſe Fleets had found an Opportunity of unit- | 
ing, while our Admiral was cruifing on another Part of the 
Coaſt, and guarding a Fortreſs of which the Importance has 
been formerly one of the popular Subjects of Declamation. | 
They indeed ſailed immediately to the Veſ Indies, before _ 
there was any Opportunity of interrupting their Courſe * 3 
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how little they performed, and how ſhumeſully they returned 
is well known. If it be true, that they ſailed with the Con— 
ſent of our Miniſters, as infinuated by the hon. Gentleman, 
it muſt be allowed, that they were trapan'd by them into 
uſeleſs Expences and unprofitable I tigucs; ard that they 
have at length Reaſon to complain of that Friend, by whom 
they are ſaid to have been ſo long favoured and aflitted. 

But what Defence can be made of the Conduct of the 
Miniker, when it is urged that the French are now, in Op— 
poſition to all the Faith of Treaties, buſy in the Reparation of 
the Port of Duziiri; and that they are eſlabliſhing an Aſylum 
for Privateers, and preparing to diſpute the Command of 
the Channel? What, but that by confeſſing that they act 
in Contradiction to ']'reaties, it is granted that the Miniſtry 
is to be acquitted ; for let me once more remind thoſe wha 
may be inclined to patroniſe the Motion, that no Man is to 
be puniſhed for the Diſhoneſty of another. 

Such, Sir, is the Charge againſt the Adminiſtration of 
foreign Affairs, and with ſo little Difficulty is that Charge re- 
futed. Whether the Conduct oi domeliick P'ranſactions will 
not admit of a V indication yet more clear and ealy, remains 
now to be examined. 

As it is never grateful to my Diſpoſition, to think or 
ſpeak with Contempt of any Man, I am not without ſome 
doubt whether I ſhould nct pals over the Iixcile in Siience ; for 
who can reſtrain his Imagination from ſome Sallies of ſatirical 
Merriment, when he ſces Men reſolved io acculc without any 
Subject of Accuſation ; aud finds Malice reduced to the Ne- 
ceſſity of gratifying itſelf with Dreams of imaginary Hard 
ſhips and mere Poiſibilities of Guilt, 

Let us ſtate the Queſtion ſo far as it relates to the Exciſe 
with Coolneſs and Impartiality. About eight Years ago the 
Right Hon. Gentleman was /aid to have tormed a Scheme 
which was proved to be advantageous to the Revenue, and aid 
to be detrimental to the People. This Scheme was laid be- 
fore this Houſe, and approved by the greater Number, but 
was thrown aſide by him to gratity the People; and it is 
now moved that the ſuppoſed Author of this Scheme ſhauld 
be for ever excluded from his Majeſty's Counlels. 

Such, Sir, is the Crime, and ſuch is the Puniſhment. A 
Perſon' diſtinguiſhed for his Abilities and famous for his Ar- 
dour for Liberty, long honoured with the Favour of his So- 
vereign, and long intruſted with the molt important Employ- 
ments, is to be branded with Infamy and deprived of 'I rult ; 
for having been ſuppos'd to form Meaſures which were 
ſuſpected of a pernicious Tendency, and from which that 
Suſpicion induced him to deſiſt. 

Vol. XIII. d d Had 
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* Had the Scheme been really pernicious, and really reduc- 
cd to Practice, it might have been imagined that the Appro- 
bation of the Farliament would have exempted him from Pro- 
ſecution; but this Approbation, it ſeems, is now no longer 
to be pleaded, becauſe the Parliament is no longer the Re- 
preſentative of the People; this Houſe is only a Herd cf 
Slaves hired to drudge for their Maſler, and to give up to his 
Diſpoſal the Rights, the Properties, and Lives of their Fel- 
lo- Subjects. 

* 'That this Charge, Sir, is known by the greater Part of 
this Houſe to be falle may eaſily be conceived ; but it will 
appear an Aſſert:on ſomewhat daring to declare that it is 
known to be falſe by thoſe that produce it; and yet why elſe 
do they produce it, much more why do they produce it here? 
Can they exped that any Man ſhould concur in his own Ruin; 
that a Houſe of which the Majority vote for Pay, will de- 
tect or puniſh that Corruption by which they are influenced; 
or that any Man who has received a Bribe will inform 
againſt the Hand that gave it? R 

When they apply to this Houſe for the Detection or Pu- 
\niſhment of Bribery, they muſt believe that the greateſt Num- 
ber is not influenced by Money; and yet if that be their Opi- 
nion, they muſt retract their Charge. 

It has been urged in Juſtification of the Motion, that whe- 
ther Miſcarriages in publick Affairs ariſe from Error or from 
Deſign, they equally prove the Neceſlity of removing him, by 
whom they were tranſacted, from Places of Truſt ; becauſe the 
Publick may be equally injured by Incapacity or Treachery. 
\Vi!! it not in the ſame Manner appear, that thoſe who have 
produced this Charge ought to be excluded from the Manage- 
ment of publick Affairs, whether it be true or falſe ; ſince if 
it be true, their Conduct can be the Effect only of Madneſs, 
ard if it be faiſe, of Wickedneſs. 

* But whatever be at length determined with regard to the 
Facts which have been fo often examined, whether the Treaty 
of Hanver was beneficial or detrimental to the Nation, whe- 
ther the a f, have been oppoſed or ſupported in their 

aſylence, whether the French have incited or reſtrained them, 
whether the Exciſe was a Scheme of Oppreſſion, or a rational 
Method of preventing Abuſes, and whether the Parliament 
be corrupt or konelt, how can the Propriety of the Motion be 
be evinced ? Why is it directed againſt this Perſon ? And 
why are not others included in the ſame Cenſure ? 

* The only Reaſon of this Motion which can be openly 
avowed, mult be the Deſire of puniſhing the Author of the 
publick Miſerics, and deterring others from the ſame Crimes 
bu an Example of Juſtice and Severity. But it has in all 
mer T.rcs been thought neceſſary to prove Guilt before it 
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is puniſhed, nor was it ever propoſed before this Day that the 
Sentence ſhould precede the rial. 

* In the preſent Caſe, Sir, it is aſſerted that the Nation is 
reduced to Ignominy and Diſtreſs; that it is opprefled by an 
unneceſſary Army, and loaded with Taxes, of which it does 
not appear how they can be employed but to corrupt the Par- 
lament; and it is demanded therefore, not that the Enquiries 
ſhould be made into the State of the Publick, not that the 
Army ſhould be diſbanded, or that cur "Taxes ſhould be re- 
duced, but Thar Sir Robert Walpole be removed from his Ma 

Jefty's Preſence and Counſels. 

Such a Propoſal could be dictated only by the Rage of 
diſappoiated Oppoſition, which has at length collected all its 
Force, and exerted all its Malice in one deſperate fort ; and 
which is now too much irritated to obſerve any longer the 
Rules of Decency, or to pretend any longer a Teal tor pub- 
lick Happineſs, an Ardour for Liberty, or 'Tenderneſs for the 
People. 

Had this Motion, Sir, been produced by lundable De- 
ſigns, it would have been recommended otherwiſe than by 
vehement IaveRives and general Aſſertions ; for as the End 
is, ſuch generally are the Means: And it is not caſily that 
a wiſe Man is perivided of the Juſtice of that Intention, 
Which he ſees promoted either by Violence or Fallacy. 

* The Fallacy of the Argument uſed on this Occaſion i- 
too groſs not to be diſcovered, and too contemptible not ta 
be derided, were not the End propoſed by it ſo atrocious as 
not to admit of the Prevaicnc? of any Paſſion but Horror and 
Deteſtation. Je Fallacy, Sir, corfifts in ſuppoſing, what 
is principally to be proved, that the Right IIonourable Per- 
ſon on whom the Cenſure is to fall, bas been for twenty 
Years not only the Chief bat the Sole Director of all Foreign 


and Domeſtic Allairs ; that he his at once levicd Armies and 


raiſed Taxes, enacted Laws and ratified "Freatie*, and go- 
verned at the fame Time the Council and the Parliament. 

If, Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman haus not been 
the chief Adviſer and Director of all National Aflairs, the 
Motion mult be without the leaſt Pegree of Juſtice or Pro- 
priety ; becauſe it will tend to fix an unjuſt Cenſure, aud to 
puniſh one Man with perpetual Infamy for the Crimes of 
another. It will tend to harden the principal Agent, who- 
ever he may be, in the Continuance of his wicked Pradiice: ; 
ſince he will ſuppoſe the publick Vengeance already ſatisfed, 
and will find that he is ſafe from Puniſhment, by being free 
from Suſpicion. 

If the Right Honourable Gentleman be not the Sole Au- 
thor of theſe fatal Meaſures, it is evident that the Motion 
has ariſen not from publick Spirit, not from a virtuous _ 
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teſlation of corrupt Conduct, not from a Defire of reforming 
Abuſes, ani reftoring to the Britiſb Name its ancient Dizni- 
2 * . 7 7 D. 
ty; but from narrow Wie's, and ſelſiſh Deſigns, from ſordid 
Intereſt, or virulent Malevolence. For why is one Man 
ſingled out for Vengeance among fo m:ny Aſſociates in- the 
lame Crimes? V/ky is not the Pauiſument proportioned to 


J the Guilt ? and why is publick Jullice defrauded or ob- 
| tructed ? 
g a 


Of ſuch Procedure, Sir, no other Account can be given, 
than that one Man is more feared or lated than the reſt; 
nor can this Fear or Deteſtation be imputed to any other 
Cauſe than the Number of his Friends, or the Superiority of 
his Avilicies ; for fince his Wickedneſs appears not more 
enormous than that of others, he mult be dullinguiſhed trom 
the Crowd by ſome other Qualities. 

Happy would the Brizz4 Nation be, if this Ardour of 
Prozecution, proceeded from any other Cauſe ; if the Perions, 
who have fo long declared themſelves Enemies to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, were not incited againſt him on'y 
by his Importance to the State, by the Vigour of his Under- 
landing, and the Extent of his Knowledge; that Under- 
ſanding which has enabled him to diſcover and diſconcert 
all the Schemes, by which they have hitherto endeavoured 
to riſe upon his Ruin ; and that Knowledge which has been 
ſo ſucceſsfully employed, in defending the Meaſures of the 
Government, and demonſttating the true Intereſt ot the 
People. 

* "They have long diſcovered, or imagived themſelves to 
have diſcovered, that they are hindered from ſucceeding in 
their Deſigns only by his Induſtry, Influence, and Capacity; 
and have therefore determined at any Rate to procure bis 
Removal. What their real Deſigns are I ſhall not pretend 
to inform the Houſe ; but if we take a View of the diffe- 
rent Perſons who have concurred in the Oppoſition, and re- 
fi-ct upon the Cont:ariety of their Principles, Habits, and 
Conuuct, it will not eafily be ſuppoſed that they can be ce- 
med either by Affection to the preſent Government, or by 
«ary niform Principle except that of Intereſt ; nor can it be 
concciyd that they propuie any other Changes, than ſuch as 
may iucreaſe their own Fortunes, by inveſting them with 
the chief Poſts of Profit and of Truſt. | 

Sach Suſpicions, Sir, which muit naturally ariſe upon 
the fur! \ .ew of this Chaos of Oppoſition reduced to Order 
and to Form, has been every Day confirmed by the Effects 
which have ariſen from its Coalition; by an inceflant Ob- 
ſlrution of the juſteſt Meaſures, by a reſtleſs Turbulence of 
Diſconteut, which has always animated their Harangues, by 
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2 Contempt of Order and Government, and at length by this 
publick Deſertion of Equity and Reaſon. 

« The Motion I cannot but conſider as the utmoſt Effort 
of Malice, the expiring Struggle of Faction wearied and ex- 
hauled with fruitleſs Endeavours to diſturb the Happineſs 
and corrupt the Loyalty of the People: And tho' there is a 
Degree of Wickedneſs of which it is ſcarce reaſonable to 
hope for a Reſormation, yet I cannot but flatter myſelf that 
nete Gentlemen, after having ſeen their laſt Expedient ba- 
ile), and their moſt vigorous Aſſaults born with Patience, 
and repulſed with Eaſe, will at length deſiſt for their own 
Sales from oppoling what they cannot prevent, and from 
encountering thoſe by whom they are certain to be over- 
Cone. 

I cannot but hope, Sir, that they may be prevailed on 
by the Conſideration of their own Eaſe, to concur with the 


Meaſures of the Government; and that by a ſhort Experience 


of the Satis ſaction of Virtue, and the Peace of Loyalty, they 
may be induced to perſevere with Sincerity in that Conduct, 
in which they were at firſt engaged only by Wearineſs, Vex- 
ation or Deſpair. 

This at leaſt I will promiſe them, that they will more 
probably attain, by ſuch a Change of their Schemes, thoſe 
Advantages which they are ſuipeQed of purſuing, with as 
much Ardour at leaſt as the Intereſt of their Country; and 
that no Remembrance of paſt Injuries will incite the Gentle- 
man ayainſt whom their Malice is this Day directed, to em- 
ploy his Authority or Abilities againſt them; ſince I am con- 
vinced that he has hitherto rather pitied than hated them, 
and that he will be immediately reconciled to them upon 
their Return to their Duty. 

This, Sir, I can boldly promiſe upon long Acquaintance 
with him, and frequent Experience of his Tenderneſs, Equi— 
ty, Moderation and Candour : Qualities of which I am not, 
on this Occaſicn, either aſhamed or afraid to declare, that 
they have endeared him to me; and which if his Enemies 
had poſſeſſed in the ſame Degree, this Motion had never 
been offered. 

* But whatever Influence perſonal Motives may have upon 
others, I find Reaſons of a very different Kind, which have 
determined my Opinion on this Queſtion : Reaſons which 
ariſe only from Regard to Liberty, to Juſtice, and to Truth. 
The Meaſures which have been mentioned,as proper Grounds 
for the ſevereſt Cenſure, are ſuch as I have hitherto approved; 
and I find not any new Arguments offered, by which I 
might be induced to condemn what I formerly defended. 

I find, Sir, the ſuppoſed Guilt of all theſe ſuppoſed Miſ- 
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carriages accumulated upon one Man, without the leaſt En- 
deavour to prove that he was more criminal, with regard 
to ſome, than any other Member of the Council ; or with Re- 
ſpect to others, than any Member of Parliament by whom 
they were approved. 

L eaſily foreſee, that if this Motion be admitted, the Ju- 
ſtice of Parliamentary Cenſures,and by Conſequence their Au- 
thority and Efficacy is at an End; ſince it will at any Time 
be in the Power of a Majority, inflamed by FaCtion or Re- 
ſentment, to puniſh thoſe whom no Evidence is produced 
to convict ; and therefore, I declare, that I ſhall vote againſt 
this Motion, and any other of the ſame Kind. 


Then Mr Pitt ſpoke to the Effect following: 
Sir, 

* As it has been oblerved that thoſe, who have formerly 
approved the Meaſures of the Gentleman into whoſe Con- 
duct we are now inquiring, cannot be expected to diſavow 
their former Deciſions, unleſs new Arguments are produced 
of greater Force than thoſe which have formerly been of- 
fered ; ſo the ſame Steadineſs mult be excuſed in thoſe who 
have oppoſed them, unleſs they can now hear them better 
defended. 

© It is an eſtabliſhed Maxim, Sir, that as Time is the 
Teſt of Opinions, Falſchood grows every Day weaker, and 
Truth gains upon Mankind. This is more eminently juſl 
in political Aſſertions, which often reſpett tuture Events, 
and the remote Conſequences of Tranſlations; and there- 
fore never fail to be, by Time, inconteſtably verified or un- 
deniably confuted. On many Occaſions it is impoſlible to 
determine the Expediency of Meaſures, otherwiſe than by 
Conjecture ; becauſe almoſt every Step that can be taken 


may have a Tendency to a good as well as to a bad End- 


And as he that propoſes, and thoſe that promote it may con- 
ceal their Intentions, till they are ripened into Execution, 
Time only can diſcover the Motives of their Demands, and 
the Principles of their Conduct. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, it may eaſily be expected that bad 
Meaſures will be condemned by Men of Integrity when their 


Conſequences are fully diſcovered ; tho' when they were pro⸗ 
poſed, they might by plauſible Declarations and ſpecious 
Appearances, obtain their Approbation or Applauſe, Thoſe, | 
whoſe Purity of Intention, and Simplicity of Morals, ex, 1 
poſed them to Credulity and implicite Confidence, muſt re- 
ſent the Arts by which they were deluded into a Concur- 
rence with Projects detrimental to their Country; but of 
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which the Conſequences were artfully concealed from them, 
or the real Intention ſteadily denied. 

With Regard to ſuch Gentlemen whoſe Neglect of 
political Studies, had not qualified them to judge of the Que- 
{tions when they were firſt debated ; and who, in giving 
their Suffrages were not ſo much directed by their own 
Conviction, as by the Authority of Men whoſe Experience 
and Knowledge they knew to be great, and whoſe Integrity 
they had hitherto found no Reaſon to diltruſt, it may be 
naturally expected that, when they ſee thoſe Meaſures which 
were recommended, as neceſſary to Peace and Happineſs, pro- 
ductive only of Confuſion, Oppreſſion, and Diſtreſs, they 
ſhould acknow!ledge their Error and forſake their Guides, 
whom they muſt now diſcover to have been either ignorant, 
or treacherous ; and by an open Recantation of their former 
Deciſions, endeavour to repair the Calamities, which they 
have contributed to bring upon their Country. 

* The Extent and Complication of political Queſtions is 
ſuch, that no Man can jutily be aſhamed of havirg been 
ſometimes miſtaken in his Determinations ; and the Propen- 
ſity of the human Mind to Conhdence and Friendſhip is fo 
great, that every Man, however cautious, however ſagaci- 
ous, or however experienced, is expoſed ſometimes to the 
Artifices of Intereit, and the Deluſions of Hypocriſy ; but 
it is the Duty, and ought to be the Honour, of every Man 
to own his Miſtake, whenever he diſcovers it, and to warn 
others againſt thoſe Frauds which have been too ſucceſsfully 
practiſed upon himſelf. 

I am therefore, Sir, inclined to hope that every Man 
will not be equally pre determined ia the preſent Debate, 
and that as I ſhall be ready to declare my Approbation of 
Integrity and Wiſdom, though they ſhould be found where 
have long ſuſpected Ignorance and Corruption ; fo others 
will with equal Jullice cenſure M ickeèneſs and Error, though 
they ſhould be detected in that Perſon, whom they have long 
been taught to reverence as the Oracle of Knowledge, and 
the Pattern of Virtue. 

In political Dcbates Time always produces new Lights; 
Time can in theſe Enquirigs never be ncutral, but mult al- 
ways acquit or condemn. Time indeed may not aluays 
produce new Arguments againit bad Conduct, becauſe all 
its Conſequences might be originally foreteca and expoſed; 
but it muſt always confirm them, and ripen Conjectures 
into Certainty, Though it ſhould therefore be truly ater- 
ted, that nothing is urged in this Debate which was not be- 
fore mentioned and rejected, it wili not prove that becauſe 
the Arguments are the ſame, they cught to * 
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ſame Effect; becauſe what was then only foretold, has non 
been ſeen and felt, and what was then but believed is now 
known. 

But if Time has produced no Vindication of thoſe Mea- 
ſures, which were once ſuſpected of Imprudence or of Tren. 
chery ; it mult be at length acknowledged that thoſe Suſpi— 
cions were juſt, and that what ought then to have beer 
rejected ought now to be puniſhed. 

This, Sir, is for the moſt Part the State of the pre- 
ſent Queſtion. Thoſe Meaſures which were once defended 
by ſophiſtical Reaſonings, or palliated by warm Declarations 
of Sincerity and diſintereſted Zeal for the publick Happi- 
neſs, are found to be ſuch as they were repreſented by thoſe 
who oppoſed them. It is now diſcovered, that the Treat) 
of Hanover was calculated only for the Advancement of the 
Houſe of Bourbon ; that our Armies are kept up only to 
multiply Dependence, and to awe the Nation from the Ex- 
ertion of its Rights; that Spain has been courted only to 
the Ruin of our Trade; and that the Convention was little 
more than an Artifice, to amuſe the People with an icle 
Appearance of a Reconciliation, which our Enemies never 
intended, 

Of the Stipulation which produced the memorable 
Treaty of Hanover, the Improbability was often urged ; but 
the abſolute Falſehood could not be proved but by the De- 


claration of one of the Parties. I his Declaration was a: Þ 


length produced by Time, which was never favourabie to 
the Meaſures of our Minitter ; for the Emperor of German, 
aſſerted with the utmoſt Solemnity that no ſach Article was 
ever propoſed, and that his Engagements with Spain had no 
Tendency to produce any Change in the Government of 
this Kingdom. 

* 'Thus it is evident, Sir, that all the Terrors, which the 


Apprehenſion of this Alliance produced, were merely the | 


Operations of Fraud upon Cowardice ; and that they were 


only raiſed by the artful French, to diſunite us from the | 
only Power, with which it is our Intereſt to cultivate an | 
inſeparable Friendſhip. This Diſunion therefore may jull- 
ly be charged upon the Minifter, who has weakened the 


Intereſt of this Country, and endangered the Liberties of 


Europe. 
* If it be aſked, Sir, how he could have diſcovered the 


Falſhood of the Report, before it was confuted by the 


late Emperor? it may be eaſily anſwered, that he might 


have diſcovered it by the ſame Tokens which betray dei: 
ta 


S Sce the Memoriol of M. de Pelm, the Imperia! Reſident, to th 
Purpele, in the Appyncix to Chaniler*s Hiltory, Vol. VIII. 
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to his Opponents, the Impoſſibility of putting it in Exccu, 
cution. For it muſt be confeſſed, that his Heuch Informets, 
well acquainted with his Dipoſition to panic Fears, had 
uſed no Caution in the Contrivance of their Impolture, nor 
ſeem to have had any other View, than to add one Terror 
to another, to fink his Reaſon with Alarms, and to overbear 
him with Aſtoniſhment. When they found that he began 
to be difordered at the Danger of our Trade, from Ene- 
mies without Naval Forces; they eaſily diſcovered, that to 
make him the Slave of France, nothing more was neceſſary 
than to add, that theſe bloody Confederates had projected 
an Invaſion, that they intended to add Slavery to Poverty, 
and to place the Pretender upon the Throne. 

* To be alarmed, Sir, into Vigilance, had been not un- 
worthy of the firmeſt and moſt ſagacious Miniſter ; but to 
be frighted by ſuch Reports into Meaſures, which even an 
Invaſion could ſcarcely have juſtified, was at leaſt a Proof 
of a Capacity not formed by Nature for the Adminiſtration 
of Government; and which it is therefore the Intent of this 
Motion to reduce to its proper Sphere, and to level with 
the reſt of the Community. 

* If it be enquir'd what Advantage was granted by this 
Treaty to the French, and to what Inconveniences it has 
ſubjected this Nation? An Anſwer may very juſtly be re- 
fuſed, till the Miniſter or his Apologiſts ſhall explain his 
Conduct in the laſt War with Spain ; and inform us why 
the Plate Fleet was ſpared, our Ships ſacrificed to the Worms, 
and our Admiral and his Sailors poiſoned in an unhealthy 
Climate? Why the Spaniards in full Security laugh'd at out 
Armaments, and triumph'd in our Calamities ? 

The Livesof Hoxier and his Forces, which were ſquander - 
ed by Compliance with France, are now jultly to be demand- 
ed from this Man; he is now to be charged with the Muider 
of thoſe unhappy Men, whom he expoſed to Miſery and Con- 
tagion, to pacify, on one hand, the Byztons who called 
out for War, and to pratify, on the other, the French who 
inſiſted that the Span; Treaſures ſhould not be ſeized. 

The Miniſter who negleds any juſt Opportunity of pro- 
moting the Power, or encreaſing the Wealth of his Country, 
is to be conſidered as an Enemy to his Fellow Subjects; but 
what Cenſure is to be paſſed upon kim who betrays that 
Army to a Defeat, by which Victory might be obtained; 
impoveriſhes the Nation, whoſe Affairs he is intruſted to trant- 
aQt by thoſe Expeditions which might enrich it z who levies 
Armies only to be expoſed to Peſtilence, and compeis them 
to periſh in Sight of their Enemies without moleſting them ? 

It cannot ſurely be denied that ſuch Conduct may juſtly 
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produce a Cenſure, more ſevere than that which is intended 
by this Moticn ; and that he who has doomed "Thouſands to 
the Grave, who has co operated with foreign Powers againſt 
his Country, who has protected its Enemies and diſhonoured 
it Arms, {hould be deprived not only of his Honours but of 
his Life; that he ould be at leaſt ſtripp'd of thoſe Riches 
which he bas ainaflled during a long Series of proſperous 
Wicked neſs ; and not barely be hindered from making new 
Acquilitions, aud ercreaſing his Wealth by multiplying his 
Crimes. 

* But no ſuch Penalties, Sir, are now required ; thoſe, who 
have long ſtood up in Oppoſition to him, give a Proof by 
this Motion, that they were not incited by perſonal Ma- 
lice ; ſince they are not provoked to propoſe any arbitrary 
Cenſure, nor have recommended, what might be authoriſed 
by his own Practice, an Act of Attainder, or a Bill of Pains 
and Penalties. They defire nothing farther than that the 
Security of the Nation may be reltored, and the Diſcontent 
of the People pacified, by his Removal from that Truſt which 
he has ſo long abus'd. 

* The Diſcontent of the People is in itſelf a Reaſon for 
agreeing to this Motion, which no Rhetorical Vindicator of 
his Conduct will be able to counterballance ; for ſince it is 
neceſſary to the Proſperity of the Government, that the Peo- 
ple ſhould believe their Intereſt favoured, and their Liberties 
protected; ſince to imagine themſelves neglected, and to be 
neglected, in reality muſt produce in them the ſame Suſpicions 
and the ſame Diſtruſt, it is the Duty of every faithful Sub- 
j<& whom his Station qualiſies to offer Advice to his Sove- 
reign, to perſuade him for the Preſervation of his ownHonour 
and the Affection of his Subjects, to remove from his Coun- 
tvs that Man, whom they have long conſidered as the Author 
of pernicious Mcatures, and a Favourer of arbitrary Power. 


Mr Howe anſwered in Subſtance as follows. 
Sir, 

* Whatever Opinion I may have formed, by long Obſerva- 
tion and Experience, of the Moderation of the Party by which 
this Motion is ſupported, I could not have prevailed upon 
my falt to expect that they would have mentioned it as a Proof 
of their Lenity and Forbearance; cr that white they were en- 
deavouring co puniſh without the leaſt Evidence of a Crime, 
they would have added Inſults to their Cruelty, and have ri- 
diculed him, vwhom they were perſecuting, with Panegyricks 
on their own Mercy. 

Tat they are now endeavouring, that Puniſhment 
niay precede Ccnviction, is evident, ſince they have not prov- 
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ed that any of the Meaſures, which they have been pleaſed tg 
repreſent as Pernicious and Diſhonourable, were adviſed by 
the Perſon againſt whom they direct their Malice; nor do 
they appear ſolicitous to diſcover the Criminal, ſo they may 
be permitted to dellroy an Adverſary. 

For this Purpoſe, Sir, they have for many Years loaded 
him with Accuſations, and repreſented hint as the Author of 
thoſe Miſeries, which were entailed upon the Nation in the 
laſt Reign, by a long War and a diſhonourable Peace; they 
have charged him with exalting, by the 'i reaty of Hanover, 
that Houſe which owes the Continuance of its Power to the 
Peace of Utrecht ; and have taught the Nation to believe that 
thoſe Debts, which it has been his conſtant Endeavour to al- 
leviate, were encreas'd by his Profuſion or continued by his 
Artifices. 

* Having, by a continual Series of ſubtle Calumnics, aliena- 
ted the People from the Government, and filled the Nation 
with Diſtruſt, Suſpicion, and Reſentment ; having exalted the 
Rights of the Subject, till every Borough imagines itſelf in 
titled to dictate to the Parliament; and io long imputed every 
Calamity to the Miniſtry, that they are now charged with 
every Inconvenience that is felt or imagined to be felt by the 
Nation, whatever Cauſe may produce it; they at laſt throw 
aſide their Diſguiſe, and diſcover for what End they have ſo 
long flattered the Paſſions and corrupted the Opinions of the 
People, by declaring that the Diſcontent which they have 
raiſed, is a ſufficient Reaſon for this Motion; and that the 
Man whom they have ſo long accuſed ought to be doomed 
to Infamy and Obſcurity, b:cauſe he is at laſt ſuſpected by 
thoſe, who have no Opportunity of knowing his Character, or 
of examining his Conduct. 

The Buſineſs, Sir, of the Parliament is to hold the Bal- 
lance between the Court and the People, and to prelerye at 
once the Dignity of the Crown, and the Rights of the Na. 
tion ; nor are we to ſuffer the Servants of the King to be 
torn from him by popular Fury, any more than the Liberies 
of the People to be ſacrificed to the Ambition of a Miniſter. 

That the People are generally diſcontented, may pe: - 
haps be true ; but what is more common than popular Com- 
plaints without Cauſe, or for Evils, which could not have 
been prevented. That they are cnraged againit this Gentlenian 
though it has not been proved, I ſhail not at preſent deny; be- 
cauſe it is neceſſary thut before their Reſentwent is gratified i: 
ſhould be proved to be juſt, and till ſuch Proof is produced, 
J ſhall oppoſe the Motion. 


, 
1 NA. 


Mir Heatlicote, 


1 
Mr Heathcote re, ly'd to the following Effect: 
Sir, 

Can it then be aſked in this Houſe, why the People are 
exaſperated againſt this Perſon, and whether they have had 
any Provocations to Reſentment ? Can Proof be required of 
the Ardour, with which the whole Nation wiſhes for his Diſ- 
charge? Ard can it be doubted, whether his Continuance in 
Power is inconſiſtent with the Security and Happineſs of the 
Kingdom, the Preſervation of Peace, and the Promotion of 
Loy iy ? 

* To conceal in judicial Enquiries, what is known to thoſe 
who profeſs co declate their Sentiments, is at leaſt not 70 
ſpeak the whole Truth, and may be cenſured as a Proof of 
Parttality : Lo aftz& Ignorance of publick Facts, in hopes that 
their Opponents may happen to forget them, is not more 
diſingenuous than contemptible, when they are ſo recent, 
that they cannot but be remembered, or ſo atrocious that they 

annot be forgiven. 

* To little Purpoſe, Sir, therefore, has the Gentleman, 
who hzs ſo zealouſly attempted, with whatever Intention, to 
ſecure the Favour of the Miniſter, appeared ignorant of the 
open Declarations of the People in all Parts of the Kingdom, 
when the execrable Scheme of Exciſe was lately defeated : . 
Time which the Enemies of Liberty do not willingly recol- 
ect, but which will always be celebrated as the ZEra of our 

.clcue from Slavery, by thoſe who know the Importance of 
Commerce, or the Bleſſings of Freedom. 

* At thar Time this worthy Miniſter, this amiable Bene- 
tator of Mankind, was ſtigmatized with the higheſt Degree 
vi Infomv, which the People cou'd expreſs ; he was dragg'd 
long the Streets in Efligy through the Shouts of innumera- 
ble Croucs, with the uutverſal Triumph of all Ranks and 
Orlors of Men, and was thrown into the Fires kindled in 
cvii:y Town to celebiate the Deliverance. 

* If therefore, Sir, it be granted, that the general Hatred 
of the People is ſufficient to jullify an Addreis for the Remo- 
val of a Miritler, this Motion can admit of no longer De- 
bate ; lor he wi.o doubts whether this Perſon be generally 
detefted ; he who dyes not know that his Name is never men- 
tioned, but by his Vaals, without Execrations ; that his 
Counſels are conſidered by every honeſt Man as the Cauſes 
ofoar Milery and all our Difgrace ; and that the Time of his 
Dovradition or Detruftion wou'ld be added to thoſe Feſtiva! 
Days on wh ck the Overtirow of arbitrary and repubiican 
Schemes are annually commemorated, malt live in utter Ig- 
norance of the State of his Country; and mult hare paſt his 
Days without Inquiry, and without Obſervation, either 
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clouded by the Obſcurity of a Village, or dazzled by the 
Glitter of a Court. | | 

For my Part it has coſt me no laborious Searches to 
know what is daily to be heard in every Place of publick 
Reſort ; that he is looked upon as a general Enemy, whom 
it is every Man's Duty to purſue, and Intereſt to deſtroy. 
And fince it cannot be expected that his Majeſty ſhould long 
retain the Affections of his People, while a Man like this is 
believed to enjoy his Confidence and influence his Counſels, 
I think it impoſſible to give a more important Proof of my 
Loyalty, than by agreeing to the preſent Motion. 


Mr Henry Pelham ſpoke next in Favour of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, whoſe Speech we have given at large in the foregoing 
Voruuk, P. 78. He was anſwered by Mr Lyzte/tor as fol- 
LOWS : 

Sir, 

Ihe captivating Shew of Equity, and the Candour, with 
which the Honourable Gentleman has delivered his Sentiments 
on this Occaſion, could not but raiſe Eſteem in thoſe who are 
molt zealous for the Cauſe which he has undertaken to op- 
poſe, did he not employ it to conceal Facts too evident for 
Diſguiſe, and to palliate Meaſures in Defence of which, the 
moſt artful Eloquence muſt be exhauſted in vain. 

That theſe Meaſures are really not eaſily to be vindi- 
cated, he has indeed implicitely confeſſed, by thinking is 
neceſlary to deny, that his Friend can be properly conſidered 
as the Author of them; and by requiring Proof to Day, of 
what every Man in the Nation knew Yeſterday, and will 
know to Morrow, that he has been for twenty Years the 
chief Director of all Foreign and Domeſtick Meaſures. 

* Surely that Cauſe mult be deſperate that can require a 
Deſence like this; ſurely he can have little Confidence in the 
Integrity of that Man, whom he endeavours to ſhelter from 
Examination, by denying what he is conſcious that every Man 
knows and almoſt every Man can prove. 

The preſent Motion is only for an Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, not that any Criminal ſhould be puniſhed, but that a 
Man ſuſpected of Crimes ſhould be removed from Truſt : And 
therefore this Addreſs may juſtly be promoted by every Man, 
wiom his own Obſervation or the Aſſertions of others have in- 
duced to form ſuch Suipicions, even though they ſhould not 
be confirmed by ſuch Evidence as might be required in the 
zower Courts. 

* 'Fhole who have urged againſt this Motion, that it is not 
tupported by any Precedent, ſeem to have forgotten, or per- 
haps hope that others may forget, a Precedent, which cannot 
de decently eluded on this Occaſion, becauſe it was eſtabliſh- 
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ed by the Influence of the Perſon, whoſe Conduct we are 
now called to examine. 

The Peace of Utrecht, and all the other Negotiations 
which were carried on during the Adminiſtration of the Earl 
of Oxford, are well known to have been conſidered in the 
Parliament, and to have been ratified after long Debates by 
a very great Majority, a Majority which the Miniſter could 
not be charged with gaining by Bribes, or retaining by Pen- 
ſions : A Majority of Members elected without pecuniary In- 
fluence, and voting without any other apparent Direction 
than their own Opinions ; and who, though they are now 
generally imagined to have been miſtaken, were never yet 
charged with being corrupt. 

Vet was not this Sanction ſufficient to ſecure the noble 
Lord in the next Reign, from the Violence of Proſecution 
and the Rigours of Impriſonment : Proſecutions incited by this 
Gentleman's Malignity, and Impriſonment promoted by his 
Counſels. In Defence of this Precedent, I ſhall only urge, 
that if ſuch a Proceſs was equitable at that Time, it may 
ſafely be imitated ; and that though it ſhould be acknowledy- 
ed even by thoſe that then countenanced and defended it, to 
have been Precipitate and Cruel, it may juſtly be practiſed 
on this Occaſion ; ſince it is reaſonable that the Authors of 
evil Counſels ſhould feel the Effects of their own Schemes, 
and that every Man ſhould find that Treatment which others 
have received from him. | 

Such Severities, however, are not intended by the Ad- 
vocates for the preſent Motion, who are content to put an 
End to the Miſeries of the Nation, without puniſhing him to 
whom they think them juſtly imputed ; who intend not 
Vengeance but Security ; and who by removing the Minitter 
from the Preſence of his Sovereign, from which he has long 
driven every Man that oppoſed him, and from thoſe Coun- 
ſels which he has always directed to the Detriment of the Na- 
tion, propoſe not to gratiſy Reſentment, but to prevent De- 
ſtruction. 

Hereupon the Hon. Mr Edward Harley flood up, and 
ſpoke as in our Te/fth Vorume, p. 100, and then left the 
Houſe ; and was follow'd by Mr Rebert Harley. 

Lord Cornbury ſpoke next in Subſtance as follows. 

Sir, 

I doubt not but it will de expected by thoſe who have 
made and juſtified the Motion, that | who have generally op- 
poſed the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, ſhould readgi:y 
concur in cenſuring the Man to whoſe Counſels they are im- 
puted, and by whoſe Influence they are ſuppoſed to have ob- 
tained Approbation ; and perhaps it may not be without in- 
curring ſome Suſpicion of criminal Ir.confiltency, that I declare 
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my Diſapprobation of the Method of Proſecution which is 
now propoſed ; a Suſpicion which I ſhall however try to a- 
void, by laying before the Houſe the Reaſons of my Con- 
duct, and the Grounds of my Opinion. 

There has always appeared to me a great Difference in 
the Rules which political and perſonal Queſtions require to 
be obſerved. In Queſtions relating to the publick Affairs, it 
is rational to ſuppoſe thoſe Meaſures wrong which are not 
proved to be right; but in criminal Proſecutions it is a Maxim 
in the Law, that every Man ſhall be ſuppoſed Innocent till 
it is ſhown by Evidence that he is Guilty. In oppoſing 
Meaſures therefore, I am at Liberty to require Evidence ; in 
attacking Perſons, I am obliged to produce it ; nor does the 
Man whom I accuſe of Miſconduct, need to make any other 
Defence than that of denying the Charge. 

* In the preſent Caſe, Sir, a Right Honourable Member 
of this Houſe is accuſed of diſhonouring his Sovereign, of be- 
traying his Truſt, of weakening the Influence, embarraſſing 
the Commerce, and obſtructing the Arms of his Country; of 
giving up the Rights of the Nation by cowardly Negotiations, 
and attacking its Liberties by an Attempt to introduce op- 
preſſive Laws and cruel Exactions. A Charge in the higheſt 
Degree criminal, and which ought therefore to be ſupported 
by the ſtrongeſt Proof. 

© But inſtead of Evidence produced to prove the particular 
Articles of this complicated Accuſation, we have heard hither- 
to only florid Declamations, which may amuſe but cannot con- 
vince, and violent Invectives which may fire the Paſſions for 
a Moment, but which can have no laſting Effect upon the 
Judgment. "Theſe have been anſwered by Rhetorick equally 
engaging, and Aſſertions equally conſiſtent ; but to which the 
Laws have given this Advantage, that we are obliged to ad- 
mit them till they are confuted, and by Conſequence to reject 
thoſe of the Accuſers till they are proved. 

That thoſe, who have hitherto diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by an invariable Oppoſition to the miniſterial Schemes, ſhould 
reject the preſent Motion, has been mentioned as an Incon- 
ſiſtency not to be imagined, as an Abſurdity which could 
not be ſuppoſed without an Apology. So eaſily do the wiſeſt 
Men ſuffer their Deſires to influence their Reaſon ; and ſo 
difficult is it for any Man, ſtrongly convinced of the Truth of 
his Opinion, to believe that others can juſtify themſelves in 
Diſſenting from it. 

For my Part, Sir, I can eafily conceive, that many may 
have condemned all theſe Tranſactions which have been re- 
preſented as the Grounds of the preſent Motion ; without 
thinking that the Motion deſerves their Concurrence, or w_ 
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by rejecting it, they ſhall forfeit the Praiſe of Steadineſs and 
Perſeverance ; ſince nothing is more evident than that this 
Motion may be unjuſt, though the Oppoſition ſhould be ſup- 
poſed hitherto to have acted under the Direction of infallible 
Guides, and all the Schemes and Meaſures of the Miniſter to 
have beer. detrimental to the Nation. 

To juſtify Oppoſition it is only to be proved that the 
Meaſures propoſed, were improper or unjuſt ; but to ſup- 
port this Motion it muſt be ſhewn that they are the Pro- 
poſals of a particular Man. It has been hitherto indifferent 
in the Debate, whether they were Errors or Crimes ; whether 
the Authors of them were deceived or corrupted ; it is now 
neceſlary to prove them the Conſequences of wicked Inten- 
tions, of Intentions ſo much vitiated as to deſerve the publick 
Cenſure of the Parliament. 

* There remains one Objection more, which in my Opinion 
requires to be anſwered ; the Advocates for the Motion ſeem 
to endeavour to advance a Charge of accumulative Guilt, to 
aggravate one Crime by the Super-Addition of another, and 
rather to intend a popular Centure than a legal Condemna- 
tion.” 

I ſuppoſe no Man will ſuſpe& that an unjuſt Partiality in 
favour of the Gentleman, whole Conduct is now the Subject 
of Examination, influences me to cenſure this Method of Fro- 
ceeding ; ſince no Man can want Reaſons againſt it of the 
greatelt Weight. Reaſons which deſerve the cloſeſt Attention 
from every Man of Prudence and Virtue, of every Man who 
regards his own Safety, or the Happineſs of future Genera- 
tions. No Man whoſe Judgment is not overborn by his 
Reſentment, and whoſe Ardour for Vengeance has not ex- 
tinguiſhed every other Motive of Action, can reſolve to give 
the Sanction of his Voice to a Method of Proſecution, by 
which the Good and Bad are equally endangered; and which 
will make the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs deſtructive 
to the pureſt Integrity and the higheſt Wiſdom. 

* That ſuch muſt be the Conſequence of Charges like this 
will appear no longer a paradoxical Aſſertion, if it be remem- 
bered, that Humanity is a State of Imperfection; that the 
ſtricteſt Virtue ſometimes declines from the Right, and that 
the moſt conſummate Policy is by falſe Appearances, or acci- 
dental Inattention betrayed into Error. For how ſoon mult 
that Man be deſtroyed, whoſe high Station expoſes him to 
the continual Obſervation of Envy and Malevolence, whoſe 
minuteſt Errors are carefully remark'd, and whoſe caſual 
Failings are, treaſured up as a Fund of Accuſations. How 
ſoon, if trivial Tranſgreſſions ſhall be accumulated into capi- 
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tal Crimes, may the beſt Man compleat the Sum of his Of- 
fences and be doom'd to Ignominy, to Exile, or to Death? 

In criminal P oceedings particular Regard has been had 
to Precedents ; and ſurely the Effects of a former Accuſation 
of this Kind, give us no Encouragement to the Repetition 
of it. From a Charge of accumulative Treaſon, the Fac- 
tion of the laſt Age proceeded to the Uſurpation of boundleſs 
Authority, the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, and the Mur- 
der of the King. 

* I ſhall therefore continue to ſuppoſe every Man Inno- 
cent till he appears from legal Evidence to be Guilty; and to 
reject any Charge of accumulative Guilt, upon the ſame 
Principles of Regard to Liberty, to Virtue, to Truth, and 
to our Conſtitution, by which I have hitherto regulated my 
Conduct; and for the ſame Reaſons, for which I have con- 
demned the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, I ſhall now op- 


poſe the preſent Motion, 


Then Sir Robert Walpole roſe up and ſpoke to this Effect: Sir R. Waipole, 


Sir, 

As this Debate has been already protracted to an unuſu- 
al Length, I hope the Requeſt I am going to make will not 
be thought improper or unreaſonable. It is, Sir, that I 
may know the whole Accuſation againſt me before I offer my 
Defence ; leſt new Charges ſhould produce a Neceflity of 
new Replies, and the Houſe either be wearied with needleſs 
Altercations, or be reduc'd to the Neceſſity of Determining 
without a complete Knowledge of the Queltion. 

This Method I hope will meet with no Oppoſition, ſince 
it will give thoſe who are inclin'd to cenſure me, an Oppor- 
tunity of hearing without Interruption the whole complicated 
Charye ; and ſhew thoſe whom a nearer Knowledge of my 
Conduct may have induc'd to think favourably of me, that 
I am not afraid of hearing all that Error or Malice can ſug- 
geſt ; that I do not deſire to ſhelter myſelf in Confuſion ; and 
that I do not doubt of confirming their Sentiments by a De- 


fence not to be contuted. 


Then Lord Tyrconnel ſtood up and fpoke as follows 
Sir, 

As nothing is more neceſſary in our Proceedings than 
Order, and that Perſpicuity which reſults from it; as the 
Accuſation muſt naturally precede the Defence, and as a 
continued Diſcourſe is more eaſily conceived, and more ac- 
curately retained, than an interrupted and tumultuous Diſ- 
Putation, I think the Requeſt made by the Right Hon. 


Gentleman ſeaſonable and juſt. 
f Me 


Vor. XIII. 


Lord Tyrconnel; 
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Mr pulteney. Thereupon Mr Pulteney ſtood up, and open'd a long Charge 
a gainſt Sir Robert Walpole, which we have already given in 
the Proceedings of the Seventh Seſſion, Page 101. And Sir 
Mr Fazakerley, Robert, having made his Defence, as therein related at large, 
Mr Boo: e, Page 114. withdrew. 
Sir John linde Beſides the Gentlemen, whoſe Speeches we have given 


Mr Bootle, 
Mr Greenville, 


Cotron, . . A 
Me Waller, in this and the former Volume, Mr Bootle, Mr Green 


Mr Ord. wille, Mr Fazakerley, Mr Boone, Sir John Hinde Cotton, 
MrHume Camp- Mr Waller, Mr Ord, and Mr Hume Campbell, ſpoke for 
bel, the Motion. 

M And beſides thoſe before mentioned againſt the Motion, 
r Hen, Archer, : , : 
Lord Fuſton, Were Mr Henry Archer, Lord Eufton, Mr Leathes, Sir Wil- 
Mr Leathes, lian Lowther, Mr Hay, Mr Legg, Col. Cholmondeley, Mr 
Sir W. Lowther, Henry Fox, Mr Attorney General, Sir Richard Corbett, Mr 
— Clarke, Mr Sollicitor General, Mr Danvers, Mr Winning- 

Col. . ton, Sir William Yonge, Mr Bowes, and Mr Southwell. 
deley, Mr $hippen declar'd, © That he looked on this Motion as 
Mr Hen, Fox, only a Scheme for turning out one Miniſter, and bringing in 
Sir D. Ryder. another : That as his Conduct in Parliament had always been 
Sir Ri. Corbett, : , 
Mr Clarke, regulated with a View to the Good of his Country, without 
Sir J. Strange, any Regard to his own private Intereſt, it was quite indiffe- 
dn Danvers, rent to him, who was in or who was out; and he would give 
Mr Wnnet®", nimſelf no Concern in the Queſtion.” Having ſaid this he 
Sir Wil. Yonge, . . ; 
Mer Bowes: withdrew, and was followed by Thirty four of his Friends. 
Mr Southwell, Mr Neel, Mr Robert Fenwick, and Mr Browne, likewiſe 


left che Houſe, and were followed by many more. 


* Sir Charles Wager in particular declar'd, * That, to his 
Mr Noel, Knowledge, Sir Robert Walpole was as forward and zealous 


Mr Fenwick, to promote the War as any of his Majeſty's Council, and that 
Mr Browne, nothing was a Moment wanted in his Province, That of if- 
ſuing Money: That he had never interfer'd in recommend- 
ing any one Perſon to the Admiralty Board ; and that if he 
had ever done fo, He (Sir Charles) would have thrown up 
all his Preferments.” 

The Debate began at Six in the Morning, and held ' till 
The Motion paſ- Four the next Morning when the Queſtion being put upon 
ſes in the Ne- Mr Sandys's Motion, it was reſolved in the Negative by a 
gative. Majority of 184 Voices. 


Sir Cha. Wager. 
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Mr Henry Fox, 168. Ar Heathcote, 170. Lord 
Gage, 174. Mr Sloper, 177. Ar Vyner, 178. Co- 
lone! Mordaunt, 179. 


On the en fer Removing Sir Robert Walpole 
from his MHajeſiy Councils 4 an Prejence, by Mr Sandys, 
þ. 179. Lord Lime rick, 179. Ur Wortlev, 181. 
Mr Gybbon, 181 ard 186. M. Bromlev, 183. Mr 
Howe, 183 and 214 Mr Eiſkine, 184.  Colorel 
Bladen, 184. V. Pultency, 187 and 222. MF 
Stephen Fox, 188. Ar Pitt, 210. Mr Heathcote, 


216 A Henry Peiham, 217. Mr Lyttelton, 217. 
Mr E. Farley, dey Lird Cornbury, 218. Sir 
Robert Walpole, 221 aud 222 Z:rd Tyrconnel, 


221. Ar Shippen, 222. Sir Charles Wager, 222. 


Lately Publiſhed, 


Tus Parliamentarium : 
OR THE 


ANCIENT POWER, 


JURISDICTION, 
RIGHTS and LIBERTIES, 


PARLIAMENT, 


REVIVE D and ASSERTED 
By WILLIAM YETII. Eſq; 


Keeper of the Rrconxps in the Tower of 
LONDON. 
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